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September	20,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Genesis	3	
Brody	Holloway	

	
Turn	to	Genesis	3.	We	are	going	to	work	through	the	whole	chapter,	beginning	with	the	first	six	verses.	
	
“Now	the	serpent	was	more	crafty	than	any	other	beast	of	the	field	that	the	Lord	God	had	made.	He	said	to	the	

woman,	“Did	God	actually	say,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	any	tree	in	the	garden’?”	2	And	the	woman	said	to	the	serpent,	“We	
may	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	trees	in	the	garden,	3	but	God	said,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	tree	that	is	in	the	midst	
of	the	garden,	neither	shall	you	touch	it,	lest	you	die.’”	4	But	the	serpent	said	to	the	woman,	“You	will	not	surely	die.	5	For	
God	knows	that	when	you	eat	of	it	your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	will	be	like	God,	knowing	good	and	evil.”	6	So	when	
the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,	and	that	it	was	a	delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	was	to	be	desired	
to	make	one	wise,	she	took	of	its	fruit	and	ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	was	with	her,	and	he	ate.”	

	
It’s	been	a	long	hard	day.	It	was	a	tough	weekend	and	it’s	been	a	hard	day.	I	think	it	was	maybe	three	or	four	

Sundays	ago,	the	week	that	we	looked	at	complementarianism—that	was	a	hard	sermon	and	difficult	preparation.	It	was	
a	hard	Sunday	getting	ready	and	John	Michael	and	Alex	were	at	our	house.	They	were	in	town	that	weekend	and	I	kind	
of	bounced	my	sermon	off	of	them.	He	was	a	heady,	nerdy	academic	and	theologically	he	was	way	deeper	than	I	am	and	
he	was	just	twenty-four	years	old	or	so.	As	I	was	bouncing	stuff	off	of	him	we	had	an	amazing	time.	You	know,	when	you	
get	news	like	we	got	today1	you	immediately	go	back	to	moments,	and	times,	and	memories	that	you	had	with	that	
person.	Maybe	you	have	a	mom	or	dad	who	has	passed,	or	maybe	passed	thirty	years	ago,	and	there	are	still	times	
where,	in	your	mind,	you	go	back	to	things	that	happened	when	you	were	a	kid	or	conversations	you	had.	

This	is	for	every	human;	if	we	don’t	understand	what	happened	on	this	day	in	Genesis	3	then	there	is	not	one	
day	in	the	rest	of	history	that	will	ever	make	sense	to	us.	It	will	not.	There	will	be	good	days	but	they	will	be	followed	by	
bad	days,	and	there	will	be	bad	days	that	are	followed	by	good	days,	but	history	will	not	make	sense	if	we	don’t	get	this	
day	right.	If	we	don’t	understand	what	went	on	in	Genesis	3,	then	no	other	day	in	history	will	make	sense,	particularly	
and	especially	the	day	that	God	was	killed	on	a	cross.	It	won’t	make	sense.	It	won’t	connect	the	dots.	We	won’t	be	able	
to	connect	history	together	in	the	way	that	it	needs	to	be	connected	together.	So,	it’s	critical	for	us	to	understand	
Genesis	3	and	it’s	particularly	critical	for	us	to	understand	Genesis	3	as	it	points	to	the	cross	of	Christ	and	as	it	points	to	
Jesus.	And	when	we	begin	to	understand	the	fall	of	man	and	the	sin	that	came	into	the	world	and	its	implications	for	us	
and	the	repercussions	in	each	man,	woman,	and	child’s	life,	and	heart,	and	physical	and	spiritual	existence,	then	we	can	
begin	to	understand	the	need	for	the	cross	and	the	need	for	salvation.	

I	remember	when	I	was	a	kid;	I	was	about	six	years	old	when	I	have	my	first	memory	of	recognizing	the	
brokenness	of	the	world.	Maybe	you	can	go	back	and	you	can	think	in	your	mind	of	something	that	you	witnessed,	or	
something	that	you	saw,	or	something	that	occurred.	Oddly	enough,	I	was	trying	to	think	about	when	my	innocence	was	
sort	of	taken;	not	that	little	kids	are	innocent.	I	have	a	two-year-old	and,	if	anything,	he	seems	very	guilty	often.	But,	the	
innocence	in	terms	of	naiveté;	when	did	it	happen	that	you	realized	that	fairies	and	princesses	aren’t	real,	the	stories	
that	you	have	heard	are	not	accurate,	the	world	is	not	a	fairy	tale;	but	the	world	is	broken,	people	are	broken,	and	sin	is	
real?	When	did	that	start	to	become	a	reality?	Go	back	in	your	mind	and	think	about	that.		

I	remember	in	1979,	I	would	have	been	about	seven	years	old,	and	I	remember	my	mother	telling	me	that	I	
could	no	longer	play	outside.	I	was	so	confused.	We	lived	in	the	country	and	we	didn’t	really	have	any	neighbors.	There	
was	an	apple	orchard	beside	us	and	the	farmer	was	on	the	other	side	of	that.	But,	mama	wouldn’t	let	us	go	outside	
because	there	was	a	string	of	abductions	and	murders	of	kids	between	about	age	five	and	fifteen	in	the	city	of	Atlanta2,	
where	about	twenty-five	or	twenty-six	kids	disappeared	and	were	murdered.	So,	moms	were	freaking	out	all	over	the	

																																																													
1	John	Michael	Ritchie,	a	former	staff	member	of	Snowbird	Wilderness	Outfitters	(the	camp	where	Brody	is	director)	and	friend	of	many	
of	Red	Oak’s	members,	was	killed	in	a	tragic	camping	accident	over	the	weekend.		
2	Known	as	the	Atlanta	Child	Murders,	and	locally	as	the	“missing	and	murdered	children’s	case”:	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_murders_of_1979%E2%80%9381		
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country.	I	remember,	as	a	seven-year-old,	I	couldn’t	understand	why	I	couldn’t	go	outside	and	I	remember	my	parents	
having	to	sit	me	down	and	say,	“There	are	bad	people	in	the	world;	bad	people	who	want	to	hurt	little	people.	They	
want	to	steal	kids,	kill	kids,	hurt	kids,	and	abuse	kids.”	I	remember	that	sort	of	being	this	moment	in	my	life	where,	as	a	
seven-year-old	I	realized	that	evil	people	really	exist,	and	I	began	to	connect	the	dots.	The	world	is	really	broken	and	the	
world	is	really	fallen.	Later	that	year,	my	Poppy,	who	was	my	great-granddad,	died.	I	was	in	the	second	grade	when	he	
died.	He	passed	away,	and	I	remember	seeing	my	dad,	and	a	couple	of	my	uncles,	and	my	granddad	weeping.	They	were	
just	weeping	at	the	funeral	of	this	awesome,	great,	patriarchal	man,	and	I	realized	for	the	first	time	that	my	dad	could	
shed	tears,	and	my	uncles	could	shed	tears,	and	pain	was	real	for	everybody.	I	began	to	get	this	insanely	fast	education	
into	this	reality	that	the	world	is	broken,	sin	is	real,	and	the	effects	are	devastating.	

The	next	year	a	young	man	came	to	live	with	us	who	was	about	fourteen	or	fifteen	years	old.	My	parents	had	
fostered	kids	from	the	time	I	was	real	small	and	a	kid	came	to	live	with	us	when	I	was	about	five	or	six	years	old.	His	feet	
were	very	deformed	and	misshapen,	and	when	he	came	to	us	I	remember	my	mom	explaining	to	me	about	how	he	had	
been	taken	from	his	home	where	he	had	been	kept	in	a	cellar.	The	story	was	just	really	dark.	He	had	been	abused,	and	
beaten,	and	his	feet	became	misshapen	because	he	had	to	wear	shoes	that	were	too	small	and	when	he	came	to	us	he	
had	bruises	and	broken	bones.	When	I	was	in	fourth	grade	–	I	remember	because	it	was	when	the	University	of	North	
Carolina	was	beating	Georgetown	in	the	national	championship	on	Michael	Jordan’s	last	second	shot3	–	we	were	all	
sitting	around	the	living	room	at	an	uncle’s	house.	I	don’t	remember	who	all	was	there	but	there	were	a	lot	of	family	
members	and	a	lot	of	church	friends.	People	didn’t	have	cell	phones	and	I	know	that	is	completely	shocking	to	so	many	
of	you.	In	fact,	the	phones	that	we	did	have	actually	had	cords	that	connected	them	to	something	stationary	in	the	wall.	
But,	I	remember	that	there	was	a	phone	call	that	came	in	and	it	was	this	kid	who	was,	at	this	time,	maybe	seventeen	or	
eighteen	years	old.	I	think	he	was	a	senior	in	high	school.	Anyway,	he	asked	for	my	dad	and	my	dad	got	on	the	phone,	
and	I	remember	my	dad	and	a	couple	of	uncles	running	out	of	the	house.	My	mother	gathered	us	all	into	the	room	and	
she	told	us	that	our	brother	–	he	was	referred	to	as	our	brother	because	he	was	like	an	older	brother	to	me	because	I	
was	five	or	six	when	he	came	to	live	with	us	–	was	not	well	and	that	my	dad	needed	to	go	see	him.	

Well,	what	had	happened	is	that	he	had	called	my	dad	and	told	him	to	tell	the	family	goodbye	because	he	was	
going	to	end	his	life	that	night.	He	was	sitting	in	the	driveway	at	our	house,	in	his	car,	and	my	dad	got	to	the	house	and	
sat	down	in	the	passenger’s	seat	with	him	and	began	to	talk	to	him.	His	name	was	Dennis,	and	Dennis	had	a	12	gauge,	
single-shot,	shotgun	wedged	between	his	feet	on	the	floor	and	he	had	the	barrel	at	his	throat.	So,	my	dad	was	able	to	
talk	him	out	of	this,	and	talked	him	down,	and	calmed	him	down.	Dennis	had	been	so	damaged	and	so	devastated	from	
the	sin	of	his	mother,	and	her	lovers,	and	the	drug	scene	of	the	seventies	when	the	heroin	scene	was	just	crazy,	it	was	
more	than	a	seventeen-year-old	could	handle,	so	he	was	going	to	end	his	life.	So,	my	dad	was	able	to	talk	him	down	and	
they	were	going	to	go	in	and	sit	down	and	talk	with	my	uncles.	So,	my	dad	stepped	out	of	the	car	to	go	around	and	take	
the	gun,	and	as	he	circled	the	car	he	heard	the	shotgun	blast	go	off.	Dennis	had	stuck	it	in	his	throat	and	pulled	the	
trigger.	So,	I	remember,	as	a	fourth	grader,	being	told	that	my	brother	had	shot	himself.	He	had	shot	himself	and	made	
an	attempt	to	commit	suicide,	but	in	God’s	providence,	in	twisting	like	this,	he	blew	a	hole	in	his	neck	and	missed	
everything	vital.	He	was	in	the	hospital	for	about	eight	weeks	and	he	is,	to	this	day,	horribly	maimed	and	scarred.	A	
portion	of	his	jawbone	was	blown	out.	His	throat	was	just	a	gaping	hole	but	totally,	providentially,	he	survived.	

I	remember	going	to	see	him	in	the	hospital	and	that’s	when	it	hit	me	like	a	freight	train	that	people	don’t	live	
forever.	Sin	is	real	and	pain	is	real.	I	didn’t	know	real	pain.	I	knew	pain	only	as	a	regular	little	kid	could	know	pain,	but	I	
remember	seeing	him	in	that	hospital	bed,	a	seventeen-year-old	high	school	football	player	who	was	my	hero.	He	really	
was	my	hero.	We	actually	shared	bunk	beds	together.	It	was	one	of	those	things	that	he	was	always	complaining	about,	
“Man,	I’m	seventeen-years-old	and	I	have	a	nine-year-old	brother	who	sleeps	on	the	bunk	bed	over	the	top	of	me.	I’ve	
got	to	share	a	room	with	a	kid	that	likes	Dukes	of	Hazzard4	and	Star	Wars5.”	It	was	an	ongoing	thing	but	he	was	so	good	
to	me.	We	lived	in	a	rural	area	so	we	rode	the	same	school	bus	and	he	always	looked	after	me.	And	I	remember	seeing	
him	in	that	hospital	bed	and	thinking,	“Something’s	wrong.	Something	is	wrong.”	

Red	Oak,	you	don’t	have	to	think	far	back	into	your	past.	When	was	the	last	time	you	were	hurt?	When	is	the	
last	time	you	saw	pain?	When	was	the	last	time	that	you	felt	the	weight	of	death?	When	is	the	last	time	you	felt	the	
gravity	of	sin	in	your	own	life	or	the	life	of	somebody	that	you	love?	When	is	the	last	time	that	you	sat	across	from	a	

																																																													
3	1982	NCAA	Men's	Division	I	Basketball	Tournament	
4	CBS	television	series	(1979-1985)	
5	A	1977	America	epic	space	opera	film	written	and	directed	by	George	Lucas.	
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young	person	who	told	stories	of	abuse	or	molestation?	When	is	the	last	time	you	looked	a	man	or	woman	in	the	eyes	
who	said,	“My	spouse	has	left	because	there	is	another	person”?	When	is	the	last	time	you	tried	to	deal	with	the	
brokenness	of	a	family	where	the	dad	had	abandoned	his	responsibility	and	run	away?	When	is	the	last	time	you	stood	
over	the	coffin	or	the	casket	of	a	person	who	was	too	young	to	die?	You	don’t	have	to	think	back	that	far,	do	you?	You	
don’t	have	to	think	back	that	far.	

The	lyrics	of	a	great	songwriter	of	a	generation	past,	“Mama	said	there’d	be	days	like	this6.”	And	you	never	know	
when	that	next	day	is	going	to	come.	When	am	I	going	to	get	a	call?	When	am	I	going	to	hear	about	something	that	
overwhelms	me	and	devastates	me?	How	close	to	home	is	it	going	to	hit?	Is	it	going	to	be	my	child?	Is	it	going	to	be	my	
mother?	Is	it	going	to	be	my	best	friend?	Is	it	going	to	be	my	pastor,	or	my	coworker,	or	my	employee?	The	world	is	
broken	and	if	we	don’t	get	Genesis	3	right,	nothing	else	will	ever	make	sense.	Nothing	will	make	sense.	It’s	critical.	It	is	
so	important.	

So,	walk	through	the	text.	I	think	it’s	important	to	define	“sin”	because	this	is	the	day	that	sin	came	into	the	
world.	Now,	we	know	when	we	talk	about	the	doctrine	of	original	sin,	the	doctrine	of	sin	coming	into	the	world,	that	the	
first	sin	was	actually	committed	some	time	before	this.	At	the	end	of	Genesis	1,	God	says	this;	He	looked	at	all	of	
creation	and	He	said,	“It	is	good.”	We	talked	about	that	briefly	last	week.	Then,	somewhere	between	there	and	Genesis	
3	there	was	a	great	fall.	Satan	fell	and	there	was	a	destructive	battle.	A	war	arose	in	Heaven.	Michael	the	archangel	
fought	against	the	dragon	and	they	cast	the	dragon	to	the	Earth7.	There	was	an	overthrow	of	power	and	there	was	a	
rebellion	against	the	throne	of	the	Most	High	God,	and	Satan	was	cast	to	the	Earth,	and	that	would	have	been	the	
original	sin.	But,	when	we	speak	of	“original	sin,”	as	a	doctrine,	we	are	talking	about	the	sin	of	Adam	and	Eve.	We	are	
going	to	unpack	why	that	is,	tonight.	

I’m	going	to	give	you	the	definition	of	“sin”	that’s	given	by	Wayne	Gruden.	He’s	my	go-to	guy	and	somebody	saw	
my	copy	of	Wayne	Grudem’s	Systematic	Theology8	book	recently	and	said,	“Man,	you	study	that	thing	hard!”	I	said,	“No,	
man,	I’m	just	not	smart	and	Grudem	makes	theology	good	for	dumb	people.”	So,	if	you	are	a	dumb	person	and	you	are	
struggling	with	understanding	and	learning	doctrine,	as	a	church	we	very	much	recommend	Wayne	Grudem’s	Systematic	
Theology	work.	It’s	very	comprehensive	but	it	is	also	very	accessible	for	most	of	us	who	are	not	super	smart.	Here	is	his	
definition	of	sin:	

	
“Sin	is	any	failure	to	conform	to	the	moral	law	of	God	in	act,	attitude,	or	nature.”	
	

Let	me	read	it	again:	
	
“Sin	is	any	failure	to	confirm	to	the	moral	law	of	God	in	act,	attitude,	or	nature.”	

		
So,	when	people	think	of	sin,	they	immediately	go	into	this	list	making	mode.	If	you	are	in	legalistic,	fundamental	

circles,	whether	it’s	you	are	not	wearing	skirts	or	culottes,	or	wearing	your	hair	a	certain	way,	or	have	your	shirt	tucked	a	
certain	way,	or	listening	to	music	of	a	certain	style—if	you	don’t	meet	these	requirements	then	that	is	sin.	But,	we	know	
that	there	are	people	who	swing	the	other	direction,	and	we	want	to	be	careful	not	to	do	that,	where	it	is	like	there	is	so	
much	freedom	exercised	that	people	begin	to	sin	as	if	they	have	freedom	to	sin.	So,	we	want	to	find	that	balance	where	
God	expects	us	to	live	our	lives,	where	we	are	living	in	obedience.	So,	we	need	to	understand	that	sin,	according	to	this	
definition,	would	kind	of	be	broken	into	two	components.	One	would	be	sins	that	we	commit	and	the	other	would	be	
sins	of	omission,	where	we	fail	to	do	what	is	right.	A	sin	of	commission	would	be	when	I	sin	against	someone.	A	sin	of	
commission	would	be	when	I	tell	a	lie.	A	sin	of	commission	would	be	when	a	father	is	abusive	to	his	daughter.	A	sin	of	
omission	is	when	a	father	turns	his	daughter	over	to	teenage	boys	who	don’t	have	any	business	having	the	responsibility	
of	that	young	lady.	A	sin	of	omission	is	when	a	man	is	silent	when	he	should	speak.	A	sin	of	commission	is	when	a	man	
roars,	or	speaks,	or	is	abrasive,	or	abusive,	when	he	should	keep	silent	and	be	soft	and	gentle	in	his	voice,	and	in	his	
words,	and	in	his	behavior.	

																																																													
6	Mama	Said	is	a	song	performed	by	The	Shirelles,	written	by	Luther	Dixon	and	Willie	Denson.	It	was	released	by	Scepter	Records	as	a	
single	in	1961.	
7	Revelation	12:7-17.	The	dragon	is	Satan.	
8	Grudem,	Wayne;	Systematic	Theology:	An	Introduction	to	Biblical	Doctrine;	Zondervan	1994.	
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So,	sin	is	broken	down	into	those	that	are	committed	and	those	that	are	omitted.	It’s	important	that	we	
understand	that	as	we	go	through	the	text,	because	what	we	see	is	Adam	first	committing	kind	of	this	sin	of	omission,	
where	he	doesn’t	do	what	he	is	supposed	to	do.	In	the	first	verse,	Satan	sows	doubt	and	doubt	is	really	destructive,	
because	doubt	is	one	of	those	things	that,	whether	you	believe	it	or	not,	creates	instability.	You	remember	in	James	1,	
where	the	writer	says	that	anyone	who	doubts	is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea,	driven	and	tossed	by	the	wind9.	The	idea	is	that,	
when	you	live	with	doubt	about	who	God	is	then	it	creates	instability	in	your	life.	So,	the	way	that	we	deal	with	doubt	is	
that	we	drive	deeper	into	the	Scripture,	we	drive	deeper	into	our	understanding	of	who	God	is,	we	read	His	Word	more,	
we	talk	to	God	more,	we	meditate	on	Scripture,	and	He	gives	us	strength	and	He	strengthens	our	faith.	Doubt	is	an	
attack	on	faith	but	it	is	not	the	opposite	of	faith.	Listen,	church,	doubt	is	an	attack	on	faith	but	it	is	not	the	opposite	of	
faith.	The	opposite	of	faith	is	unbelief.	Atheists	don’t	doubt	God,	they	simply	don’t	believe	in	God.	Christians	struggle	
with	doubt.	That’s	okay.	You’re	going	to	struggle	with	doubt	and	you	are	going	to	struggle	with	God’s	provision.	You	are	
going	to	doubt	God’s	purposes	and	you	are	going	to	doubt	God’s	call.	What	we	do	to	deal	with	doubt	is	that	we	press	
more	deeply	into	what	we	know	to	be	true	in	Scripture.	We	grab	hold	of	that,	we	believe	in	it,	and	then	we	work	
through	those	seasons	of	doubt.		

In	fact,	remember	this;	there	is	somebody	sitting	in	this	church	tonight	and	you	are	wrestling	with	your	
salvation.	You	are	doubting	your	salvation.	And,	typically,	what	Satan	wants	to	do	is	attack	believers	with	doubt	and	
attack	unbelievers	with	surety	and	assurance	that	is	false.	Does	that	make	sense?	Yeah,	if	you’re	a	Christian,	go	back	to	
Genesis	3:1,	where	Satan	says,	“Did	God	really	say…?	Can	you	really	trust….?	Do	you	really	believe….?”	Then,	what	does	
he	say	to	an	unbeliever?	“You’re	good.	Remember	when	you	were	a	kid	and	that	time	that	you	went	to	church?	Check	it	
off	your	list--you’re	good!”	Or,	he	wants	to	say,	“Don’t	doubt!	Your	belief	system	in	Darwinian	evolution	and	the	fact	
that	you	believe	that	there	is	no	God,	that’s	good.	You’re	good.	You	are	right	on	track.”	So,	typically,	doubt	is	something	
that	Satan	is	going	to	use	to	attack	faith.	That’s	what	we	see	in	verse	1.	

In	verse	3,	what	you	have	is	this	horrible	moment	where	Eve	actually	adds	to	the	Scripture.	In	verse	3,	she	says,	
	
“But	God	said,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	tree	that	is	in	the	midst	of	the	garden,	neither	shall	you	touch	

it,	lest	you	die.’”	
	
Now,	a	lot	of	guys	debate	whether	you	should	make	much	of	that,	but	if	you	go	back	into	chapter	2	and	what	

God	said	about	the	eating	of	the	fruit	from	that	tree,	He	didn’t	say	anything	about	not	touching	it.	So,	it	seems,	at	least,	
in	a	straight	and	direct	reading	of	what	Eve	says,	that	she	adds	to	God’s	Word.	You	need	to	understand	that	adding	to	or	
subtracting	from	God’s	Word	leads	to	horrible	repercussions10.	Horrible	repercussions.	One	of	the	things	that	will	get	
you	in	trouble	fast	is	to	start	jacking	around	with	God’s	Word	and	shaping	it	to	mean	what	you	want	it	to	mean.	We	
approach	God’s	Word	with	humility,	on	our	face,	and	understanding	its	place	of	authority	over	us.	Submit	to	it	and	then	
we	are	able	to	receive	it	and	respond	to	it.	We	don’t	approach	it,	and	twist	it,	and	manipulate	it,	and	make	it	mean	what	
we	want	it	to	mean.	

Now,	in	verse	1,	Satan	casts	doubt,	but	when	you	get	down	to	verses	4	and	5,	he	starts	throwing	big	punches.	He	
calls	God	a	liar,	when	he	says	to	the	woman,	

	
“You	will	not	surely	die.	5	For	God	knows	that	when	you	eat	of	it	your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	will	be	like	

God,	knowing	good	and	evil.”	
	
So,	Satan	is	basically	calling	God	a	liar.	This	is	basically	the	same	thing	that	Satan	does	with	us.	It’s,	“God	cannot	

be	trusted…God’s	Word	is	not	relevant	or	current	to	culture…God’s	Word	is	constricting	and	keeps	you	from	enjoying	
freedom.”	You	hear	that	today;	it’s	not	culturally	relevant.	This	has	been	a	big	point	in	the	same-sex	marriage	debate.	
“That	was	written	for	a	different	time,	and	a	different	culture,	and	a	different	place.	We	have	to	adapt	Scripture	to	the	

																																																													
9	James	1:6,	“But	let	him	ask	in	faith,	with	no	doubting,	for	the	one	who	doubts	is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea	that	is	driven	and	tossed	by	the	
wind.”	
10	Deuteronomy	4:2,	“You	shall	not	add	to	the	word	that	I	command	you,	nor	take	from	it,	that	you	may	keep	the	commandments	of	the	
Lord	your	God	that	I	command	you.”	Revelation	22:18,	“I	warn	everyone	who	hears	the	words	of	the	prophecy	of	this	book:	if	anyone	adds	
to	them,	God	will	add	to	him	the	plagues	described	in	this	book,	19	and	if	anyone	takes	away	from	the	words	of	the	book	of	this	prophecy,	
God	will	take	away	his	share	in	the	tree	of	life	and	in	the	holy	city,	which	are	described	in	this	book.”	
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times.	We	have	to	change	with	culture.”	That	is	exactly	what	Satan	did	in	the	Garden.	When	you	hear	somebody	say	
that,	just	know	that	it’s	demonic.	It’s	demonic.	When	people	jack	with	Scripture	it’s	demonic.	Isn’t	it?	That’s	exactly	what	
Satan	does.	He	twists	God’s	Word	or	he	takes	God’s	Word	out	of	context	and	he	uses	the	sword	against	the	person	who	
should	be	wielding	the	sword.	We	see	him	do	that	to	Eve	and	we	also	see	it	in	our	own	lives.	These	are	lies,	man.	The	lies	
that	Satan	tells	people	are	crazy,	like,	“Having	an	affair	will	make	me	happier”	or	“Pornography,	addiction,	same-sex	
union—these	things	will	bring	me	some	sort	of	fulfillment.”	But	they	won’t.	They	will	bring	unlasting,	impulsive	
gratification	that	not	only	ends	quickly	but	brings	with	it	a	wave	of	repercussions	and	consequence.	We’ve	all	been	in	
that	place	where	we	dive	headlong	into	the	thing	that	we	think	will	make	us	happy,	even	though	we	know	that	it	will	
bring	sadness,	and	pain,	and	destruction.	We	dive	into	it	thinking	that	it	will	satisfy	us	and	then	it	doesn’t.	It	brings	
emptiness,	and	pain,	and	sorrow.	

I’ve	often	heard	someone	say	this,	“My	kids	will	be	better	off	if	we	divorce.”	What	are	we	doing?	We	are	
manipulating	God’s	truth.	Your	kids	will	not	be	better	off	if	you	get	your	way	as	a	spoiled	adult.	But,	that’s	exactly	what	
Satan	does.	He	manipulates	and	he	twists	God’s	Word	and	Eve	falls	for	it.	She	dives	right	in.		

The	thing	that	maybe	yells	the	loudest	at	me	out	of	this	passage	is	in	verse	6,	
	
“So	when	the	woman	saw	that	the	tree	was	good	for	food,	and	that	it	was	a	delight	to	the	eyes,	and	that	the	tree	

was	to	be	desired	to	make	one	wise,	she	took	of	its	fruit	and	ate,	and	she	also	gave	some	to	her	husband…”	
	
What	does	it	say	next,	Red	Oak?	
	
“…	who	was	with	her,	and	he	ate.”	
	
Go	back	to	chapter	2:15,	
	
“The	Lord	God	took	the	man	and	put	him	in	the	garden	of	Eden	to	work	it	and	keep	it.”	
	
The	words	“keep	it”	mean	“protect	it.”	Adam’s	job,	his	task	as	assigned	by	God,	was	three-	or	fourfold.	One	of	

his	responsibilities	was	to	guard	and	protect	his	home	and	his	garden.	That	tree,	his	wife,	his	marriage—that	
responsibility	was	placed	on	Adam’s	shoulders	and	here	is	what	we	need	to	understand.	We	go	back	a	couple	of	weeks	
ago	and	we	talked	about	the	role	that	men	play	in	the	home	as	the	head	of	the	home.	Here	is	the	way	that	you	need	to	
understand	headship	in	the	home;	when	we	say,	scripturally,	that	the	man	is	the	head	of	the	home,	what	we	are	saying	
is	that	the	man	is	the	representative	of	that	family.	He	is	the	representative	of	that	family.	When	Adam	is	given	that	
responsibility	by	God,	he	is	the	representative,	at	the	moment,	of	the	human	race.	But	particularly	and	more	
immediately,	he	is	the	representative	of	his	wife	and	his	children.	So,	what	Adam	is	doing	is	he	is	standing	beside	the	
tree	that	God	said	not	to	eat	from	and	then	the	serpent	shows	up	and	he	starts	to	offer	Eve	fruit	from	the	tree,	and	tell	
lies,	and	cast	doubt,	and	weave	this	crazy	web	of	deception,	and	Adam	is	just	standing	silently	by,	he	does	nothing.	

We	see	this	happen	so	often.	One	of	the	things	that	we	can	say	about	this	is	that	Adam	is	committing	one	of	
those	sins	of	omission.	A	sin	of	omission	is	when	you	don’t	do	something	that	you	should	do.	He	doesn’t	drive	the	
serpent	from	the	Garden.	If	there	is	anything	that	we,	as	a	generation,	and	as	a	society,	and	as	a	culture	can	identify	
with,	this	is	it.	What	is	going	on	right	here	is	going	on	in	our	culture.	Sixty	percent	of	kids,	in	some	surveys	and	statistics,	
go	to	bed	without	a	daddy	at	home.	Eighty-plus	percent	in	the	African-American	community	go	to	bed	without	their	
daddy	at	home.	We	live	in	a	fatherless	culture	that	is	being	raised	by	the	wrong	people.	And	here	is	what	happens—
when	Adam	stands	idly	by	and	lets	Eve	be	tempted,	as	our	representative	and	our	head	he	drags	the	human	race	into	
this	horrible	predicament,	and	we	sin	with	him.	Common	failures	of	men	are	a	result	of	Adam’s	failure.	You	see	the	
failure	in	Adam	and	then	you	can	kind	of	connect	the	dots	to	our	own	lives,	our	own	society,	our	own	culture,	and	our	
own	families.	Men	fail,	and	when	they	fail	to	do	what	God	has	instructed	them	to	do	as	the	heads	and	leaders	of	their	
homes,	they	will	turn	to	different	things.	One	of	the	common	failures	that	you	will	see	is	that	men	become	abusive.	
When	a	man	is	called	to	be	the	head	of	the	home	he	is	not	called	to	be	the	boss,	or	the	lord,	or	the	king	of	that	house.	
He	is	called	to	be	the	pastor,	the	shepherd,	and	the	representative	before	God	so	that	he	is	responsible	for	his	family.	As	
a	husband	and	a	daddy,	I	give	an	account	to	God	for	the	way	I	lead	my	home.	So,	he	is	the	representative,	but	many	men	
turn	from	that	and	they	turn	to	a	lifestyle	of	abuse	and	a	leadership	practice	of	abuse;	screaming,	yelling,	maybe	even	
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hitting.	It’s	domineering	and	controlling.	Those	men	are	evil,	and	they	are	pathetic,	and	they	are	cowards.	They	are	
cowards.	

Often,	men	will	abandon	their	responsibility.	Those	men	are	not	only	cowards	but	they	are	traitors	and	they	are	
failures.	We	would	say	that	they	are	completely	and	utterly	worthless,	but	we	don’t	want	to	say	that	because	they	are	
created	in	God’s	image.	So,	through	salvation	and	sanctification	there	is	hope	for	some	great	miracle	to	occur.	But	those	
who	abuse	and	those	who	abandon	are	cowards,	and	traitors,	and	pathetic.	

Many	men	simply	avoid	their	family	responsibility.	They	refuse	to	engage	conversationally.	They	refuse	to	
connect	with	their	teenage	daughters	and	find	out	what’s	going	on	in	their	lives.	They	refuse	to	connect	with	their	
teenage	sons	and	see	what’s	going	on	in	their	lives.	“Well,	he	doesn’t	want	to	talk	to	me.”	That	doesn’t	matter;	you’re	
his	daddy.	He	will	be	glad	later	that	you	did.	Trust	God’s	provision	in	that.	“I	want	to	avoid	the	responsibilities	of	being	a	
father	because	I	didn’t	have	a	father.	My	dad	wasn’t	a	good	dad	so	I	don’t	know	how	to	do	this.”	They	run	from	that	so	
we	see	this	often	in	our	society	where	men	run	and	avoid	the	responsibility	that	God	has	given	them.	

We	also	see	men	abdicate	responsibility.	They	want	to	put	it	off	on	somebody	else.	“Somebody	else	can	raise	my	
kids.	Somebody	else	can	lead	my	home.	Somebody	else	can	take	care	of	my	wife.”	They	make	responsibility	excuses.	
“My	dad	left…I	was	never	loved…I	got	abused.”	But	all	of	these	are	simply	rooted	in	Adam’s	inactivity	in	the	Garden.	
When	Adam	stands	idly	by	completely	inactive,	what	happens	is	he	drags	every	one	of	us	straight	into	that	condition	
with	him.	He	is	our	head.	He	is	our	representative.	

As	men,	husbands	and	daddies	are	to	disciple,	discipline,	love	sacrificially,	be	involved,	provide,	defend,	set	
parameters,	stand	up	for,	feed,	clothe,	pray	over,	pray	with,	and	simply	fulfil	what	God	intended	for	men	to	be	in	the	
first	place.	We,	as	men,	need	to	learn	from	Adam’s	failure	and	recognize	that	we	would	have	the	same	tendencies	if	we	
were	left	alone.	

Verse	7,	continuing	in	our	text,	
	
“Then	the	eyes	of	both	were	opened,	and	they	knew	that	they	were	naked.	And	they	sewed	fig	leaves	together	

and	made	themselves	loincloths.”	
	
What	you	see	is	the	innocence	is	eroded	and	it	is	gone.	Have	you	ever	seen	this	happen	with	a	kid?	You	watch	a	

kid	and	almost	before	your	very	eyes	they	go	from	being	this	happy,	joyful	teenager	to	being	this	seasoned,	hardened	
person	where	sin	has	taken	its	toll.	You	realize	how	much	that	sin	has	removed	from	this	person’s	life	in	terms	of	
stability.	You	see	the	effects	of	sin.	One	of	the	things	that	happens	is	that	innocence,	as	we	would	describe	it,	is	robbed.	
So,	they	lose	not	their	naiveté,	but	this	idea	that	everything	is	good.	

So,	Adam	and	Eve	are	suddenly	aware	of	sin	so	they	go	and	hide.	It’s	really	quite	silly,	but	they	hide	in	the	woods	
behind	a	tree	or	a	bush	in	the	Garden	and	God	sees	them.	He	comes	to	them	and	you	see	this	exchange	between	God	
and	Adam	where	he	continues	to	abdicate,	avoid,	and	shirk	responsibility,	and	kind	of	casts	it	over	to	his	wife.	And,	in	
verse	13,	

	
“Then	the	Lord	God	said	to	the	woman,	“What	is	this	that	you	have	done?”	The	woman	said,	“The	serpent	

deceived	me,	and	I	ate.”	
	
No,	your	husband	didn’t	do	what	he	was	supposed	to	do.	Pay	attention,	Red	Oak.	Watch	this.	Verse	13,	
	
“Then	the	Lord	God	said	to	the	woman,	“What	is	this	that	you	have	done?”	The	woman	said,	“The	serpent	

deceived	me,	and	I	ate.”	
	
Now,	is	that	true?	Yeah,	that’s	true.	Does	Paul	reference	it	to	Timothy11?	Yeah.	And	Peter	talks	about	it	and	you	

see	it	throughout	Scripture.	Yeah,	she	was	deceived.	But	here’s	the	reality.	
Little	and	I	have	sat	I	don’t	know	how	many	times,	and	some	of	you	have	been	in	the	same	situation,	and	had	

conversations	with	women	who	have	been	abused,	abandoned,	cheated	on,	whose	husbands	have	addictions	to	
pornography,	whose	husbands	have	tampered	with	sexual	sin,	or	stealing	and	robbing	from	the	family,	or	have	gambling	

																																																													
11	1	Timothy	2:13-14	



11	
	

addictions,	or	substance	abuse	addictions,	and	we’ve	sat	across	from	those	women	with	all	of	their	pain,	and	hurt,	and	
the	abandonment	that	they	feel,	and	the	betrayal	that	they	feel,	and	they	will	defend	those	men,	“But	I	know	he	doesn’t	
mean	to	hit	me.”	Yes,	he	means	to	hit	you.	If	he	hit	you	he	meant	to	hit	you	and	that’s	a	problem	that	needs	to	be	
corrected.	“He	doesn’t	want	to	be	addicted.”	But	he	is	addicted	to	drugs.	He	is	addicted	to	pornography.	He	is	doing	
these	things.	You	begin	to	see	this	thing	happen	where	throughout	history,	and	later	where	we	get	over	into	how	God	is	
addressing	the	curse,	He	says	to	Eve,	“Your	desire	will	be	for	your	husband	and	he	will	rule	over	you,”	and	there	is	going	
to	be	this	tension	that	exists.	There	are	times	when	you	walk	away	pulling	your	hair	out—and	I	know	that’s	an	oxymoron	
for	me	to	even	say	that—going,	“Why	is	she	going	back	to	him?!”	I’m	not	saying	that	when	things	get	hard	that	women	
should	just	divorce	their	husbands.	I’m	not	saying	that.	But,	ladies,	you	need	to	understand	that	part	of	the	weight	that	
you	carry	in	the	curse	is	that	you	will	look	past	sin	in	your	husband,	or	your	boyfriend,	or	your	fiancé’s	life	that	needs	to	
be	addressed	and	dealt	with.	You	are	not	loving	him	well	if	you	are	enabling	him	to	continue	doing	what	he’s	been	
doing.	You	are	not	loving	him	well	if	you	enable	him	to	keep	shirking	responsibility.	There	is	a	need	for	this	to	be	
addressed	between	husbands	and	wives.	It’s	so	important	for	us	to	understand	what’s	going	on	here	and	understand	
the	tension	that	exists	between	men	and	women.	

When	Adam	sinned,	we	sinned	with	him.	I	want	to	explain	this.	I	want	to	unpack	this.	At	the	start	of	the	service	
tonight,	I	had	Rob	read	from	Romans	5	and	from	1	Corinthians	15.	When	this	happens	and	Adam	sins,	and	Eve	sins,	you	
have	this	clash	that	happens.	In	those	two	passages,	what	we	see	is	that	in	Adam	we	sin.	When	we	talk	about	the	fact	
that	when	Christ	goes	to	the	cross	He	is	a	substitutionary	atonement	for	us,	right?	When	Jesus	is	on	the	cross	He	is	there	
in	our	place.	Those	of	us	who	are	in	Christ,	who	have	been	saved,	whether	it	was	at	VBS	when	you	were	fourteen,	or	at	a	
Billy	Graham	crusade	when	you	were	thirty,	or	at	church	last	week,	wherever	it	happened;	for	me,	it	was	out	in	the	
woods,	surprise-surprise,	and	I	was	by	myself	and	God	spoke	to	me,	and	was	dealing	with	me,	and	I	called	on	the	name	
of	the	Lord	and	was	saved.	When	God	met	you,	here	is	what	happened;	in	that	moment	when	you	received	what	Christ	
did	on	the	cross,	here	is	what	Scripture	teaches	us	that	happened.	Scripture	teaches	that	the	death	of	Jesus	was	a	
penalty,	so	He	was	being	punished,	and	it	was	substitutionary,	so	He	was	there	in	our	place,	and	it	was	atoning	in	that	it	
appeased	the	wrath	of	God.	

Now,	parents,	you	are	going	to	need	to	explain	this	to	your	kids.	Small	group	leaders	and	discipleship	groups	are	
going	to	need	to	talk	about	this.	When	we	talk	about	atonement	what	we	often	do	is	we	have	this	sort	of	mindset	of	
Jesus	steps	in,	we	step	out,	He	dies	in	our	place,	our	sin	is	excused,	and	it	gets	kind	of	jaded	and	cloudy.	But,	what	
happens	is	that	when	Jesus	goes	to	the	cross	and	dies	He	takes	us	with	Him.	He	doesn’t	die	as	a	substitute	in	the	sense	
that	we	are	excused;	He	dies	as	our	representative	and	kills	us	with	Him.		

Let	me	try	to	explain	this.	Think	about	a	game	where	there	is	a	lot	of	running	involved,	like	soccer.	I	always	
thought	that	baseball	players	were	pretty	smart	because	it’s	a	fun	game;	it’s	competitive,	you	have	to	be	athletic,	but	
you	don’t	have	to	run	a	lot.	It’s	zip,	zip,	zip,	zip,	and	done.	Then,	you	sit	for	eight	more	batters	and	several	innings.	And	if	
you	hit	like	I	did	for	the	two	years	I	tried	to	play,	you	hit,	zip,	you’re	done,	then	go	to	the	dugout.	That’s	how	it	works.	
And	it’s	not	even	a	run,	it’s	a	jog,	because	you’re	like	“here	we	go	again”	and	you	don’t	even	try.	But,	if	you	think	about	a	
sport	like	soccer	where	it’s	running,	running,	running,	running,	running,	then	they	have	a	substitution.	This	player	goes	
out	and	takes	the	place	of	that	player	who	leaves	the	game.	That’s	a	substitution,	one	for	the	other,	but	that	is	not	the	
way	that	Christ	is	our	substitute.	Okay?	It	is	not	that	we	deserve	to	go	to	the	cross,	we	should	go	to	the	cross,	we	are	
removed	from	the	cross,	and	Jesus	goes	in	our	place.	It’s	not	a	substitute	in	that	sense	but	it’s	that	He’s	our	
representative.	

Think	in	terms	of	representation	in	the	United	States	government.	We	have	a	congressman	who	is	there	in	
Washington	D.C.	and	he	is	representing	us.	So,	when	he	speaks	he	is	speaking	on	our	behalf.	So,	in	Scripture,	when	you	
see	the	terms	“head,”	or	“headship,”	or	“representative,”	that’s	what	we	are	talking	about.	So,	when	Jesus	goes	to	the	
cross	and	dies	for	sin,	He	is	dying	for	all	of	those	who	He	would	ultimately	represent.	It’s	those	of	us	who	would	receive	
salvation.	So,	literally,	it’s	not	that	Jesus	dies	so	that	we	can	be	excused	and	live;	He	dies,	and	we	die	with	Him,	and	we	
go	into	the	ground	with	Him,	and	we	are	raised	to	walk	with	Him.	But,	it	doesn’t	stop	there,	because	in	the	middle	
Romans	5:19—I	love	this	verse—Romans	5:19,	says	this,	

	
“For	as	by	the	one	man's	disobedience	the	many	were	made	sinners,	so	by	the	one	man's	obedience	the	many	

will	be	made	righteous.”	
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We	are	not	just	in	Christ	when	He	is	hanging	on	the	cross;	we	are	not	just	in	Christ	when	He	is	being	put	in	the	
grave;	we	are	not	just	in	Christ	when	He	is	being	resurrected—we	are	in	Christ	when	He	is	confronting	Satan	in	the	
wilderness.	How	about	that?	“But	temptation	is	so	hard.”	Hebrews	4	says	that	Christ	has	been	tempted	in	every	way	just	
like	we	are,	but	he	withstood.	We	can	go	to	Luke	4	and	Matthew	412	and	read	that	temptation;	when	Jesus	is	going	head	
to	head	with	Satan,	and	He	straight	throat-punches	Satan	in	the	wilderness.	If	you	study	that,	it’s	an	absolute	beatdown.	
Christ	had	been	beaten,	He	was	depleted	of	physical	energy,	He	had	not	slept,	and	Mark	records	that	Jesus	was	with	
wild	animals	and	angels	were	ministering	to	Him	because	He	was	so	dilapidated	in	His	physical	condition.	Yet,	through	
the	power	of	the	Word	of	God	Jesus	conquered	Satan	in	the	wilderness,	and	guess	what?	Romans	5:19	says	that	you	
conquer	Satan	in	the	wilderness	in	Christ.	You	are	in	Christ.	If	you	are	in	Christ,	He	is	your	head	and	He	is	your	
representative.	

So,	Colossians	1:1813	says	that	Christ	is	the	head	of	the	Church,	right?	Ephesians	1:22-2314,	says	that	Christ	is	the	
head	of	the	Church.	So,	He	represents	all	of	us	before	the	Father,	He	represents	all	of	us	at	the	cross,	He	represents	all	of	
us	in	the	grave,	the	burial,	and	the	resurrection,	and	He	stands	in	our	place,	we	are	taken	in	with	Him,	and	that’s	the	way	
that	works.	So,	it’s	not	that	He’s	a	substitute	in	that	we	take	a	seat	on	the	bench,	and	He	does	the	work,	and	then	we	
enjoy	the	after	party.	Understand?	

So,	if	that	is	true,	when	Adam	sins	he	is	our	first	representative.	1	Corinthians	15,	in	that	same	text,	says	this	in	
verses	20-22,	

	
“But	in	fact	Christ	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	the	firstfruits	of	those	who	have	fallen	asleep.	21	For	as	by	a	

man	came	death,	by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	22	For	as	in	Adam	all	die,	so	also	in	Christ	shall	all	
be	made	alive.”	

	
Adam	was	our	first	representative.	Listen,	y’all,	the	Bible	is	very	clear	on	this;	when	Adam	sinned	he	didn’t	sort	

of	pass	a	sin	gene	down	to	us.	When	he	sinned,	as	our	head	and	our	representative,	we	were	in	Adam	and	sinning	with	
Adam.	So,	a	lot	of	people	will	ask	the	question,	“What	if	Adam	hadn’t	sinned?	He	sinned	and	ruined	it	for	all	of	us.”	No,	
we	were	right	there	sinning	with	him.	That	is	the	very	biblical	idea	of	a	representative	or	a	head.	So,	in	Adam	all	sinned.	
So,	you’re	guilty,	I’m	guilty,	we	are	all	guilty	of	sin	in	Adam.	In	Christ,	then,	we	are	made	righteous.	So,	all	people,	every	
human	falls	into	one	of	two	categories—we	are	all	either	in	Adam	or	we	are	in	Christ.	Now,	here	is	the	beauty	of	it—
when	that	great	exchange	occurs	and	we	are	taken	from	sin	to	righteousness,	we	are	no	longer	in	Adam,	we	are	in	
Christ.	God	places	us	in	Christ.	Make	sense?	Good	stuff!?	Amen!	Amen,	Red	Oak?	If	you	are	in	Christ	you	are	not	in	
Adam.	If	you	are	in	Christ	you	are	free	from	sin.	If	you	are	in	Christ	this	day	makes	sense.	If	you	are	in	Christ	the	next	day	
makes	more	sense;	because	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	is	our	hope.	It’s	our	hope.	It’s	our	hope.	It’s	our	hope	when	you	are	
having	those	hard	conversations.	It’s	our	hope	when	you	are	dealing	with	that	abandonment	or	abuse	that	you	
experienced	as	a	kid.	It’s	our	hope	when	a	good	friend	dies.	Because,	when	we	come	to	the	end	of	the	text	here	is	what	
we	find	out.	

This	is	so	critical.	You	come	down	to	verse	15	and	God	says	this.	This	is	the	first	time	that	the	Gospel	is	ever	
proclaimed	in	Scripture.	We	said	that	throughout	this	series	that	we	started	tonight,	storying	through	the	Old	
Testament,	everything	is	pointing	forward	to	Jesus	and	right	here	is	the	first	time	it	happens.	In	Genesis	3:15,	God	says	
to	Satan,	the	serpent,	

	
“I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	and	between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	he	shall	bruise	

your	head,	and	you	shall	bruise	his	heel.”	
	
Softly	and	tenderly	Jesus	is	crushing	the	head	of	the	dragon,	amen?	Amen.	Get	the	right	picture	of	Jesus	in	your	

head.	This	is	like	Jesus	coming	on	a	war	mission	to	set	captives	free	and	it	was	proclaimed	in	Genesis	3.	This	is	the	first	
Gospel	proclamation,	right	here.	Literally,	in	the	shadow	of	the	same	bush	that	they	were	hiding	behind	and	the	same	

																																																													
12	Matthew	4:1-11;	Mark	1:12;	Luke	4:1-12	
13	“And	he	is	the	head	of	the	body,	the	church.	He	is	the	beginning,	the	firstborn	from	the	dead,	that	in	everything	he	might	be	
preeminent.”	
14	“And	he	put	all	things	under	his	feet	and	gave	him	as	head	over	all	things	to	the	church,	23	which	is	his	body,	the	fullness	of	him	who	fills	
all	in	all.”	
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tree	that	they	had	eaten	from;	right	there,	in	the	same	moment	that	God	comes	to	them,	He	says,	“Don’t	worry:	Gospel	
…Jesus…cross…grave…resurrection…exaltation.	I’ve	got	it	covered!”	

So,	when	you	ask	yourself	this	question,	or	your	science	or	philosophy	professor,	or	your	coworker	or	somebody	
else	says	to	you,	“I	can’t	follow	a	God	who	would	create	such	a	broken	world,”	Ephesians	1	tells	me	that	before	He	every	
created	that	world	He	had	already	prepared	the	Gospel.	He	had	already	prepared	to	enter	into	the	suffering	of	this	
world	to	save	us	from	it,	and	to	become	the	second	Adam.	That	verse	15	is	fulfilled	in	the	life,	and	the	death,	and	the	
resurrection	of	Jesus.	When	He	is	out	in	the	wilderness	being	tempted	by	Satan,	when	He	is	going	to	the	cross,	and	when	
He	is	resurrecting,	Christ	is	our	head.		

The	question	every	one	of	us	has	to	answer	is	this,	“Who	is	my	father?	Who	is	my	representative?	Who	is	my	
head?”	There	are	two	options,	church:	Christ	and	Adam.	Christ	and	Adam.	If	we	are	in	Christ,	as	our	representative,	we	
are	set	free	from	the	bondage	and	sin	that	we	walked	into	with	Adam.	We	were	in	Adam,	sinning.	If	we	can	speak	about	
being	in	Christ,	we	need	to	understand	that	we	were	first	in	Adam.		

We	get	down	to	verse	2115	and	there	is	that	amazing	scene	where	the	Lord	God	made	garments	of	skins	for	
Adam	and	his	wife,	and	he	clothed	them.	You	have	blood	shed,	and	this	animal	sacrificed,	and	the	skin	used	to	wrap	
their	nakedness.	They	are	covered	by	God	because	their	own	covering	was	not	sufficient.	

I	want	to	close	with	this	one	really	important	thought.	Young	people,	listen	closely.	Old	people,	listen	closely.	
Middle-aged	people,	young	adults,	married	people,	single	people—I	want	to	make	sure	everybody	listens.	This	is	really	
important,	not	because	I’m	saying	it	but	because	this	is	from	the	Bible.	Genesis	3:22,	

	
“Then	the	Lord	God	said,	“Behold,	the	man	has	become	like	one	of	us	in	knowing	good	and	evil.”	
	
God	says,	“Okay,	we	have	a	problem.	The	man	has	become	like	us	in	knowing	good	and	evil.”	It’s	a	problem.	He’s	

tasted	of	the	fruit	and	stepped	into	this	sinful	condition.	The	world	is	now	fallen.	
	
“Now,	lest	he	reach	out	his	hand	and	take	also	of	the	tree	of	life	and	eat,	and	live	forever—“	
	
Remember,	there	were	two	trees	that	God	had	set	apart	in	the	Garden;	the	Tree	of	the	Knowledge	of	Good	and	

Evil	and	the	Tree	of	Life.	Up	until	this	point,	the	worst	thing	that	could	happen	was	for	man	to	disobey	and	fall	into	sin.	
But,	you	know	what’s	worse	than	that?	To	eat	from	the	Tree	of	Life	and	to	live	eternally	in	a	perpetual	state	of	
sinfulness.	And	God	in	His	grace	said,	“I	won’t	let	that	happen.”	He	said,	“I	will	number	man’s	days	and	death	will	be	a	
blessing	because	it	will	lead,	through	the	second	Adam,	to	resurrection	and	life.”	Death,	as	difficult	as	it	is,	when	we	see	
a	loved	one	pass	or	we	struggle	with	the	death	of	a	person	who	means	so	much	to	us;	we	need	to	be	reminded	that	that	
is	a	gracious	gift	of	God	that	says	that	we	do	not,	we	will	not,	and	it	will	never	be	that	we	live	in	a	perpetual	state	of	
sinfulness.	

Can	you	imagine	Adam	and	Eve	living	eternally?	The	brokenness	of	this	world,	holocausts,	world	wars,	
genocides,	homicides,	the	murder	and	slaughter	of	sixty	million	infants—it’s	going	to	end.	You	realize	that?	But,	what	if	
none	of	it	ever	ended?	One	of	the	most	gracious	acts	in	history	is	that	God	drove	them	out	of	the	Garden.	He	said,	
“You’ve	got	to	leave	this	one	for	now	and	you	have	to	die	physically	for	now,	but	there	will	be	another	garden,	and	you	
will	have	a	new	body,	and	there	will	be	a	glorification,	and	we	will	reign	forever	in	a	kingdom	that	will	not	have	sin,	or	
temptation,	or	a	dragon,	or	a	serpent,	or	craftiness,	or	doubt,	or	pain,	or	hurting,	or	child	abuse,	or	abandoning	
husbands	and	wives,	or	drug	abuse,	or	pornography,	or	same-sex	struggles,	or	the	murder	of	babies,	or	genocide	of	
Jews,	or	starvation,	or	famine,	or	sickness,	or	corruption	or	any	of	the	sin	that	we	see	in	our	world	today.	There	will	be	a	
kingdom	that	will	not	end.	But,	in	order	for	that	kingdom	to	come	you	have	to	leave	the	Garden.”	God	said,	“I’m	going	to	
guard	it	with	an	angel	and	I’m	going	to	make	sure	that	you	can’t	make	it	back	over	here	because	I	do	not	want	you	to	
live	in	this	state	of	existence	forever--fallen,	broken,	sinfulness	controlling	you	in	an	eternal,	perpetual	state	of	that	
brokenness.”	

Verse	23,	

																																																													
15	Genesis	3:21,	“And	the	Lord	God	made	for	Adam	and	for	his	wife	garments	of	skins	and	clothed	them.”	
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“Therefore	the	Lord	God	sent	him	out	from	the	garden	of	Eden	to	work	the	ground	from	which	he	was	taken.	24	
He	drove	out	the	man,	and	at	the	east	of	the	Garden	of	Eden	he	placed	the	cherubim	and	a	flaming	sword	that	turned	
every	way	to	guard	the	way	to	the	tree	of	life.”	

	
God	guards	it	so	they	can’t	come	back	to	it,	and	the	next	thing	that	would	happen	in	Adam’s	eternal	timeline	is	

that	he	would	die.	And	for	all	of	us	it	is	appointed	once	to	die	and	after	that	comes	judgment16.	And	for	those	of	us	that	
are	in	Christ	that	judgment	will	lead	to	life	everlasting;	new	bodies	reigning	with	Christ	forever.	We	need	to	understand	
Genesis	3	if	we	are	going	to	understand	Luke	22-24,	and	Matthew	26-28,	and	John	18-19.	If	we	are	going	to	understand	
the	death,	and	the	burial,	and	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	it	has	to	make	sense.	The	world	is	broken	but	there	is	coming	a	
New	Heaven	and	a	New	Earth.	You	are	going	to	get	a	new	body,	amen?	Some	of	you	are	like,	“That’s	what	I’m	talking	
about.	That’s	going	to	be	good.	Can	I	get	one	that	the	hair	doesn’t	fall	off	of?”	Some	of	you	are	like,	“Can	I	get	one	that	
the	hair	doesn’t	relocate	on;	from	the	head	to	the	shoulders	to	the	side	wings?”		

Isn’t	it	glorious	to	think	that	we	are	all	going	to	go	to	Heaven?	Recently,	Zach	and	I	were	on	the	road;	I	was	
preaching	and	Zach	was	leading	worship.	We	were	staying	in	a	hotel.	And,	it’s	funny,	anytime	Caroline	Ellis	calls	to	set	up	
rooms,	I	tell	her,	“There	are	two	of	us.	Make	sure	there	are	two	beds.”	One	room	is	fine	because	it’s	cheaper	that	way,	
but	two	beds.	I	refuse,	I	will	not	share	a	California	king	size	bed	with	any	male	adult,	ever.	That	ain’t	happening.	So,	we	
were	laying	in	our	beds	like	an	old	couple	or	I	Love	Lucy17	reruns	on	the	television.	Anybody	else	remember	those?	Well,	
it	had	been	a	long	day	of	ministry.	We	had	preached	and	led	music	that	morning	and	it	was	a	busy	afternoon	preaching	
and	leading	worship	and	meeting	with	pastors.	So,	we	finally	got	back	to	the	hotel	and	we	were	thinking,	“We	are	going	
to	watch	cable	TV!”	Neither	one	of	us	has	cable	TV	so	we	were	so	excited.	Then,	we	sat	down	and	we	both	go,	“Whoo,	
I’m	tired!”	“Whoa,	me	too!”	We	cut	the	TV	off	and	settled	in.	Then,	I	said,	“Zach,	isn’t	it	weird	that	there	is	going	to	be	a	
moment	where	you	and	me	are	going	to	be	separated	from	each	other	by	death?	I’m	going	to	die	or	you	are	going	to	die	
and	one	of	us	is	going	to	attend	the	other’s	funeral.”	He	looked	at	me.	You	know,	if	you	aren’t	primed	for	that	
conversation,	it’s	kind	of	morbid.	He’s	like,	“Yeah…I	mean….yeah.”	And	I’m	like,	“I’ve	just	been	thinking	a	lot	about	this	
lately.	There	are	going	to	be	these	moments	where,	one	by	one,	we	are	going	to	go	see	Jesus,	man.	But,	how	glorious	
will	the	reunion	be,	in	our	new	bodies,	new	minds,	glorified	state	where	we	will	reign	forever,	and	ever,	and	ever.	Death	
gives	way	to	victory	and	life	in	eternity.	Thanks	be	to	God.	Thanks	be	to	God.”	Let’s	pray.	

Lord, I pray that as we reflect on your Word, your truth, your Gospel, in this darkest of days in 
history that gives way to an even darker day in history, that gives way to the brightest day of hope that the 
world has ever seen, connect the dots for us. Help us to understand your story that you’re telling through 
your Word. Help us to love it, receive it, and be shaped by it. I pray we would teach your Gospel in our 
homes. I pray that we would read our Bibles and love you more, and obey your Scripture, and be rooted in 
truth, and not make the mistakes of our first parents, manipulating your Word and twisting your Word, and 
buying into lies and doubt and deception. That we would realize that we are disconnected from that first 
Adam and in that second Adam we have representation of righteousness that has been imputed to us, and we 
have been absorbed up into that union between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; that we are there with you and 
in you, and we thank you for that. Thank you that this body will decay one day and give way to an eternal, 
and sinless, and glorious state of existence, where we will all get along, and nobody will yell, nobody gets 
hurt, temptation will be no more, and we won’t stand over coffins of godly twenty-four year olds who have 
gone to see Jesus, because we will all just be there. We thank you and we rejoice in the great message of your 
Gospel. In Jesus’ name. 

	
A	couple	of	thoughts	before	you	go.	One,	right	now	Josh	Haskell	and	Aaron	Rogers	have	moved	into	that	remote	

area	where	the	Puric	people	are.	That’s	our	target.	So,	for	those	of	you	who	are	visiting,	a	couple	of	our	men	are	in	the	
Himalayas	right	now,	continuing	in	the	work	that	the	Lord	opened	up	for	us	to	do	several	years	ago.	They	are	there	for	a	
couple	of	months,	so	this	week	specifically	be	in	prayer	for	them.	They	are	remote.	There	are	out	of	phone	or	internet	
contact.	Where	they	are	right	now	is	the	area	where	last	year	we	got	the	video	from	them,	where	they	were	sharing	the	
Gospel	with	that	group	of	people	on	the	edge	of	a	cliff.	So,	that’s	pretty	cool;	be	in	prayer	for	them.		

																																																													
16	Hebrews9:27	
17	TV	series,	1951-57.	
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Also,	our	South	Sudan	team	will	be	heading	out	here	in	a	couple	of	weeks	and	some	of	them	won’t	be	with	us	
after	tonight.	So,	Will	Avent,	Bailey	Jacobs,	and	Tara	Drew	Morgan	are	all	here	tonight.	I	see	Tara.	Is	Bailey	here?	So,	
encourage	those	guys.	Bailey,	are	you	going	to	be	gone	next	week	or	are	you	going	to	be	here?	Bailey	is	leaving	
Wednesday.	Tara	will	be	here.	Will	lives	here.	At	least	catch	Bailey.	But,	it’s	coming	up	pretty	quick.	Those	guys	will	be	
flying	out	of	here	in	a	couple	of	weeks	and	going	to	South	Sudan	to	work	with	Echelon,	which	is	a	strong	Red	Oak	team	
partnership.	They’ll	be	over	there	training	church	planters	and	church	leaders.	They	will	be	over	there	a	good,	long	
period	of	time,	like	three	or	four	months,	so	we	will	be	in	prayer	for	them.	That’s	exciting,	exciting,	exciting.	God	is	doing	
things	through	this	church	and	we	are	not	going	to	sit	idle,	sit	still,	and	not	know	what’s	going	on	globally	with	the	
people	we	are	connected	with.	So,	be	in	prayer	for	that.	

Now,	I’m	going	to	read	you	this	really	cool	passage	of	Scripture.	Cool?	It’ll	be	alright	to	end	like	that.	I	don’t	
know	if	it	is	because	I’m	getting	older,	but	I’m	so	excited	about	seeing	Jesus.	When	I	was	a	kid	I	kind	of	dreaded	it	and	I	
know	now	it’s	because	I	wasn’t	a	Christian.	That	makes	sense.	

	
Revelation	21,	
“Then	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven	and	the	first	earth	had	passed	away,	and	the	sea	

was	no	more.	2	And	I	saw	the	holy	city,	new	Jerusalem,	coming	down	out	of	heaven	from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride	
adorned	for	her	husband.	3	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	“Behold,	the	dwelling	place	of	God	is	with	
man.	He	will	dwell	with	them,	and	they	will	be	his	people,	and	God	himself	will	be	with	them	as	their	God.	4	He	will	wipe	
away	every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and	death	shall	be	no	more,	neither	shall	there	be	mourning,	nor	crying,	nor	pain	
anymore,	for	the	former	things	have	passed	away.”	

	
5	And	he	who	was	seated	on	the	throne	said,	“Behold,	I	am	making	all	things	new.”	Also	he	said,	“Write	this	

down,	for	these	words	are	trustworthy	and	true.”	6	And	he	said	to	me,	“It	is	done!	I	am	the	Alpha	and	the	Omega,	the	
beginning	and	the	end.	To	the	thirsty	I	will	give	from	the	spring	of	the	water	of	life	without	payment.	7	The	one	who	
conquers	will	have	this	heritage,	and	I	will	be	his	God	and	he	will	be	my	son.”	

	
Amen?	There	is	coming	a	day	where	daddies	won’t	leave,	drug	dealers	don’t	win,	pimps	don’t	have	a	job	

anymore,	dictators	don’t	have	thrones	to	sit	on,	there	is	no	famine	because	we	feast	forever,	and	you	don’t	hurt,	you	
don’t	ache,	you	don’t	get	sick,	there	is	no	disease	and	never	again	will	there	be	death,	or	tears,	and	we	will	reign	forever	
and	ever.	And	the	glory	of	Jesus	will	be	the	light	that	shines	by	day	and	there	will	be	no	need	for	the	Sun.	It’s	going	to	be	
good,	church;	it’s	going	to	be	good.	So,	I	will	close	with	a	benediction	tonight	from	Numbers	6:24-26,	

	
“The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	25	the	Lord	make	his	face	to	shine	upon	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;	26	the	Lord	

lift	up	his	countenance	upon	you	and	give	you	peace.”	
	
Amen.
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September	27,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
How	The	Old	Testament	Points	to	Jesus	
Zach	Mabry	
	

Usually,	here	at	Red	Oak,	we	will	pick	a	book	of	the	Bible	and	we	will	study	through	it	together.	We	move	
through	it	sometimes	way	faster	than	you	think	we	should	and	sometimes	slower.	We	just	finished	going	through	the	
book	of	Ephesians	and	then	last	week	we	started	a	series	preparing	for	Christmas.	It’s	kind	of	funny	because	it’s	
September	and	we	are	preparing	for	Christmas.	We	don’t	want	to	be	tacky	like	the	people	who	keep	their	Christmas	
lights	year-round,	but	at	my	house	we	still	have	our	Christmas	lights	up,	we	just	don’t	plug	them	in	until	after	
Thanksgiving,	right?	You	are	supposed	to	get	ready	for	Christmas	after	Thanksgiving.	

As	believers	there	are	two	huge	holy	days	that	we	celebrate;	Christmas,	when	Christ,	the	Word	of	God,	the	
incarnate	Son	of	God,	became	man,	and	then	Easter.	So,	what	we	are	doing	is	we	are	starting	now,	in	September,	to	plan	
for	Jesus	coming,	as	a	baby,	at	Christmas.	What	we	are	trying	to	do	is	do	it	in	kind	of	the	way	that	God	prepared	the	
world	for	it,	through	the	Old	Testament.	So,	last	week,	Brody	started	by	preaching	out	of	Genesis	3.	It	was	awesome;	
just	a	perfect	springboard	for	the	entire	Old	Testament.	Let	me	remind	you,	we	went	to	Genesis	3	and	we	just	took	this	
one	little	passage.	If	you	remember,	in	Genesis	1	and	2,	God	created	everything.	In	Genesis	2	He	finished	creating	man,	
which	was	awesome.	He	gave	Adam	and	Eve	this	Garden	that	was	wonderful	and	had	everything	that	they	could	want.	
There	were	millions	of	“yesses”	for	them	and	only	one	“no.”	Right?	There	was	a	tree	that	would	kill	them.	So,	God	is	a	
gracious	Father,	and	in	giving	gifts	to	His	children	there	was	one	prohibition;	“Don’t	eat	this	tree.	If	you	eat	this	tree	you	
will	die.”	Which,	as	Brody	pointed	out	last	week,	is	what	a	good	dad	does;	if	you	have	a	poisonous	plant	in	your	yard	you	
are	actually	gracious	in	telling	your	children,	“Don’t	eat	that.”	Right?	So,	we	see	that	and	then	we	see	a	curse.	All	of	
creation	is	cursed	because	of	man’s	sin	because	man,	Adam,	was	the	caretaker	of	everything.	God	created	him	in	His	
own	image	to	be	the	caretaker	of	the	world,	so	when	he	failed	and	he	sinned,	everything	in	his	responsibility	was	also	
cursed	because	of	that.	Then,	we	see	a	curse	of	the	serpent,	which	we	know	is	God	cursing	Satan.		

Let	me	read	a	passage	that	is	really	interesting.	This	is	in	Genesis	3.	I’m	spending	time	on	this	because	it	is	good	
for	us	to	review.	It’s	been	a	week,	right?	A	lot	of	things	have	happened	in	a	week.	Rob	and	I	were	talking	about	this	
morning	and	how	this	morning	seems	like	two	days	ago.	So,	a	week	ago—who	remembers	that?	So,	let	me	remind	you.	
We	were	looking	at	Genesis	3.	So,	now,	look	at	Genesis	3:14,	

	
“The	Lord	God	said	to	the	serpent,…”	
	
We	know	that	this	was	an	actual	animal	but	it	is	also	Satan.	He	says,	
	
“Because	you	have	done	this,	cursed	are	you	above	all	livestock	and	above	all	beasts	of	the	field;	on	your	belly	

you	shall	go,	and	dust	you	shall	eat	all	the	days	of	your	life.	15	I	will	put	enmity,”	–	hostility	–	“between	you	and	the	
woman,	and	between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	he	shall	bruise	your	head,	and	you	shall	bruise	his	heel.”	

	
Obviously,	if	you	were	going	to	choose	a	wound	and	someone	was	going	to	crush	either	your	ankle	or	your	head	

you	would	choose,	“Please,	hit	my	ankle.”	But,	what	Jesus	did	was	He	crushed	the	head	of	the	serpent.	That’s	Satan.	
Isn’t	that	amazing?	What	we	see	is	that	Adam,	the	“first	Adam,18”	fails	to	crush	the	serpent’s	head.	Right?	That’s	what	he	
was	supposed	to	do.	God	had	told	him	to	keep	the	Garden,	work	it,	and	keep	it.	Adam	failed	but	then	Jesus	was	
victorious.	This	is	awesome	and	I’m	telling	you	that	this	is	the	story	of	the	Old	Testament.	So,	what	I’ve	been	tasked	to	
do	tonight	is	talk	about	the	Old	Testament	and	how	it	points	to	Jesus.	This	is	exciting.	I’m	so	thankful	for	this.	

I	will	let	you	know,	if	you	know	me	at	all,	that	there	are	times	when	I	get	kind	of	nerdy.	If	I	just	fall	into	nerddom,	
I’ll	resurface,	I	promise.	I	also	have	a	tendency	to	be	more	of	a	teacher	than	a	preacher	because	that’s	just	the	way	God	
made	me.	We	took	a	personality	profile—I	know	where	I’m	at	and	this	is	it.	I	wish	John19	were	here	because	I’m	making	
a	joke.	

																																																													
18	1	Corinthians	15:45	calls	Christ	the	“last	Adam.”	Thus,	Adam,	the	first	man,	is	the	“first	Adam.”	
19	Zach	is	referencing	a	personality	profile	that	was	given	during	Red	Oak’s	series	of	classes	on	marriage.	John	and	Spicy	Ridenour	
presented	the	series.	
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So,	this	is	cool	right	here	in	Genesis	3,	right	at	the	beginning	of	the	Bible.	This	is	the	first	Gospel—they	call	this	
the	“first	Gospel.”20	Now,	we	are	going	to	come	back	to	that	because,	if	you	are	anything	like	me,	you	see	that	this	is	one	
line;	one	line	tucked	into	the	curse	of	a	serpent	and	I	am	making	this	huge	claim	that	everything	in	the	Old	Testament	is	
about	this,	right?	We	are	going	to	come	back	to	that,	but	the	first	thing	we	want	to	do	is	look	at	what	the	New	
Testament	says	about	the	Old	Testament.	So,	if	we	are	going	to	be	talking	about	the	Old	Testament,	and	we	are	New	
Testament	Christians,	let’s	first	look	and	see	what	the	New	Testament	says	about	the	Old	Testament.	One	thing	I	will	just	
challenge	you	to	do,	as	you	are	reading	through	the	New	Testament,	is	make	sure	you	have	a	Bible	that	has	cross-
references,	because	it	is	so	enjoyable	to	see	the	way	that	the	New	Testament	uses	the	Old	Testament.	And	you	will	see	
that	the	New	Testament	writers	will	quote	the	Old	Testament,	which	is	awesome	because	we	know	that	this	has	been	
inspired	by	God.	So,	it’s	the	inspiration	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	He	is	quoting	himself,	right?	So,	who	better	to	tell	you	what	
He	meant	the	first	time?	Right?	

So,	let’s	look	at	what	the	New	Testament	says	about	the	Old	Testament.		For	a	lot	of	people	the	Old	Testament	
can	be	really	difficult.	I	understand	that	because	for	me	it	was	like	that.	For	the	longest	time	I	was	like,	“Why	do	I	want	
to	read	the	Old	Testament?	It’s	old.”	This	was	written	to	somebody	thousands	of	years	ago.	It	has	words	that	are	hard	to	
pronounce	and	names	that	who	knows—there	are	a	couple	of	names	that	I’m	going	to	read	tonight	and	I’m	just	going	to	
throw	it	out	there,	say	it	confidently,	and	hope	it’s	right.	Have	you	guys	ever	tried	to	read	through	the	Bible?	You	have	to	
pace	yourself	and	you	know	that	today	you	have	to	read	through	these	five	chapters	and	then	you	come	across	
genealogies.	You’re	thinking,	“I	know	that	this	is	important,	but	how?”	So,	tonight,	my	goal	is	to	open	up	our	eyes	to	the	
beauty	of	the	Old	Testament	a	little	bit	more.	Because,	I	really	do	believe	that	Jesus	is	on	every	page	and	we	just	have	to	
find	it.	We	have	to	look	for	it.	

So,	the	first	passage	I	want	to	look	at	in	the	New	Testament	is	in	2	Timothy	3.	Let’s	think	about	this	context	
because	it’s	really	important.	This	was	probably	written	about	67-ish	A.D.	Just	a	guess.	This	is	the	last	time	Paul	is	writing	
to	Timothy.	Now,	2	Timothy	is	actually	the	second	letter	that	we	have	to	Timothy,	not	1	Timothy’s	son.	Paul	is	writing	to	
this	young	man	he	had	met	earlier,	then	they	had	traveled	and	he	had	discipled	Timothy,	and	now	he	has	a	job	that	he	is	
setting	him	up	for.	Timothy	is	probably	in	his	late	twenties	or	early	thirties.	He’s	a	young	dude.	So,	let’s	say	67	A.D.	
confidently.	This	was	written	in	67	A.D.	Now,	you	guys	know	that	most	of	the	New	Testament	was	written—maybe	all	
but	one	book—was	written	before	70	A.D.,	but	it	wasn’t	complied	until	later.	Because,	right	now,	this	is	a	letter	that	Paul	
is	writing	to	Timothy	and	it	is	also	part	of	the	New	Testament.	Alright?	

So,	Timothy	had	a	really	godly	grandma	and	mom	who	raised	him	up	right	and	gave	him	God’s	Word,	which	is	
cool.	But,	let’s	think	about	this:	what	did	he	have	of	God’s	Word	as	a	kid?	The	Old	Testament,	right?	Keep	that	in	mind.	
That	is	so	important,	because	as	New	Testament	Christians	we	read	through	this	passage	and	we	don’t	actually	ever	
think	about	what	this	really	means.	So,	let’s	read	this.	You	guys	are	so	familiar	with	this.	2	Timothy	3:14,	

	
“But	as	for	you,	continue	in	what	you	have	learned	and	have	firmly	believed,	knowing	from	whom	you	learned	it	

15	and	how	from	childhood	you	have	been	acquainted	with	the	sacred	writings,	which	are	able	to	make	you	wise	for	
salvation	through	faith	in	Christ	Jesus.”	

	
Okay,	let’s	pause	for	a	second.	“From	childhood”	–	so,	Timothy	is	in	his	early	thirties,	when	Jesus	had	just	been	

crucified	and	risen	from	the	grave.	This	was	sometime	right	after	that.	“From	childhood”	Timothy	had	the	“sacred	
writings”	which	are	able	to	make	him	“wise	for	salvation”	in	Jesus.	What’s	Paul	talking	about?	Is	he	talking	about	
Matthew,	Mark,	Luke,	and	John?	No,	he’s	talking	about	the	Old	Testament.	Then,	he	says,	in	verse	16,	

	
“All	Scripture	is	breathed	out	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	training	in	

righteousness,	17	that	the	man	of	God	may	be	complete,	equipped	for	every	good	work.”	
	
I	know	that	for	most	of	us—I	won’t	even	generalize	it—I	know	for	me,	when	I	read	this	passage	and	I	see,	“All	

Scripture	is	breathed	out	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	training	in	
righteousness,”	I’m	usually	thinking	of	Paul’s	letters.	That’s	what	I’m	usually	thinking	about.	I’m	usually	thinking	about	

																																																													
20	Theologically,	Genesis	3:15	is	called	“the	first	Gospel.”	The	verse	introduces	two	elements	previously	unknown	in	the	Garden	of	Eden,	
elements	that	are	the	basis	of	Christianity—the	curse	on	mankind	because	of	Adam’s	sin	and	God’s	provision	for	a	Savior	from	sin	who	
would	take	the	curse	upon	Himself.	(http://www.gotquestions.org/protoevangelium.html)		
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these	little	letters	in	the	New	Testament,	filled	with	all	kinds	of	practical	stuff,	and	Paul	is	saying	to	Timothy	that	these	
“sacred	writings,”	which	you	had	as	a	kid,	will	“make	you	wise	for	salvation	in	Christ	Jesus.”	Paul	is	mainly	referring	to	
the	Old	Testament.	Realize	that	Timothy	might	have	two	books	of	the	New	Testament;	1	Timothy	and	2	Timothy.	Those	
might	be	the	only	New	Testament	he	has,	and	surely	Paul	wasn’t	thinking,	“What	I’m	writing	to	you	right	now	is	
Scripture.”	The	Holy	Spirit	knows	that	and	He	knows	that	with	“all	Scripture”	He	is	actually	including	what	Paul	is	saying	
in	that.	But	Paul	is	mainly	referring	to	the	Old	Testament,	so	for	us,	if	we	think	that	the	Old	Testament	is	hard	and	tough,	
we	must	know	this;	that	it	is	“profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	training	in	righteousness.”	The	
Old	Testament	is	for	doctrine,	for	reproof,	and	for	training	in	righteousness.	Why?	So	that	we	can	be	perfect.	That	
means	complete	and	holy	like	Jesus,	the	perfect	man.	Right?	Awesome.	

So,	then,	let’s	look	on	at	1	Peter.	What	does	Peter	say	about	the	Old	Testament?	This	can	be	confusing	because	
1	Peter	was	actually	written	by	Peter	and	2	Timothy	was	actually	written	to	Timothy.	I	don’t	know	how	that	happened.	
But,	Peter	talks	about	salvation	and	how	salvation	was	given	to	us,	and	then	he	says	this	in	1	Peter	1:10,	

	
“Concerning	this	salvation,	the	prophets	who	prophesied	about	the	grace	that	was	to	be	yours	searched	and	

inquired	carefully,	11	inquiring	what	person	or	time	the	Spirit	of	Christ	in	them	was	indicating	when	he	predicted	the	
sufferings	of	Christ	and	the	subsequent	glories.	12	It	was	revealed	to	them	that	they	were	serving	not	themselves	but	you,	
in	the	things	that	have	now	been	announced	to	you	through	those	who	preached	the	good	news	to	you	by	the	Holy	Spirit	
sent	from	heaven,	things	into	which	angels	long	to	look.”	

	
Peter	is	referring	to	the	prophets	that	wrote	in	the	Old	Testament	and	he	is	saying	that	they	are	writing	about	

the	Gospel	of	our	salvation.	So,	we	can	read	the	Old	Testament	prophets	and	realize	that	this	is	about	the	Gospel	of	our	
salvation.	That’s	huge.	That’s	what	he	is	saying	here.	In	fact,	he’s	saying	that	when	those	people	were	writing	that	they	
didn’t	fully	understand	what	they	were	writing	about.	Because,	as	we	are	going	to	talk	about	in	just	a	second,	they	are	
predicting	a	Messiah.	There	is	a	Messiah	that	is	going	to	be	coming.	In	the	Old	Testament,	they	are	looking	forward	to	
this	Messiah.	The	prophets	are	saying	that	there	is	going	to	be	someone	that’s	coming,	“Prepare	the	way	for	the	Lord.”	
Right?	He’s	coming.	But	they	didn’t	know	what	they	were	talking	about	specifically.	They	didn’t	know	who	this	Messiah	
was	and	they	didn’t	know	when	He	was	coming.	They	knew	that	He	was	going	to	have	sufferings	and	subsequent	glories.	
They	knew	that	first	there	would	be	suffering	and	then	there	would	be	glory	of	this	Messiah.	Isn’t	that	interesting?	

You	guys,	remember	the	disciples	were	looking	for	a	Messiah	and	waiting	for	this	Messiah,	then	when	their	
Messiah	died	they	thought	they	had	the	wrong	one.	They	didn’t	even	get	it.	They	didn’t	even	understand	that	there	was	
going	to	be	sufferings	before	glory.	Right?	Peter	is	telling	us	that	the	Old	Testament	is	about	the	Gospel	and	it	is	to	you.	
Was	it	written	to	people	at	a	specific	time?	Yes,	we	need	to	understand	that	context.	Absolutely.	But	what	we	have	the	
amazing	privilege	of	doing	is	being	able	to	look	at	the	Old	Testament	in	its	context,	trying	to	see	what	God	was	saying	to	
those	people	at	that	specific	time,	and	then	be	able	to	take	that	and	see	it	through	the	lens	of	the	Gospel.	We	are	able	
to	see	the	full	revelation	of	what	was	just	hinted	at	in	the	Old	Testament.	Now,	we	get	to	see	it	in	Jesus,	with	Christ	
himself	being	the	fulfillment	of	it.	That’s	awesome.	

One	more	passage	I	want	to	look	at	is	my	favorite	story.	This	is	right	after	Jesus	has	risen	from	the	grave.	In	fact,	
it	was	just	earlier	in	the	morning	of	this	context	that	Jesus	rose	from	the	grave.	His	disciples	went	to	see	His	body	and	
realized,	“Oh,	no,	He’s	not	here!”	Right?	Some	ladies	went	to	anoint	Jesus’s	body	and	He	wasn’t	there,	and	they	came	
back	and	said,	“Jesus	is	gone.”	They	freaked	out	and	were	like,	“What	are	we	supposed	to	do?”	Alright?	So,	keep	that	in	
mind	and	imagine	this	is	you.	Imagine	you	followed	Jesus	and	you	thought	He	was	the	one	to	redeem	Israel.	You	thought	
He	was	the	Messiah,	you	believed	it	with	everything	inside	you,	and	you	were	one	of	His	disciples.	

We	see	that	this	involves	two	of	Jesus’	disciples	but	don’t	be	confused	by	thinking	it	has	to	be	one	of	the	twelve	
or	one	of	the	eleven,	really.	Because,	remember	one	time	Jesus	did	send	out	seventy	disciples.	The	twelve	were	the	
closest	one	but	these	were	two	of	the	other	ones.	So,	it	says	this	in	Luke	24:13,	

	
“That	very	day	two	of	them	were	going	to	a	village	named	Emmaus,	about	seven	miles	from	Jerusalem,	14	and	

they	were	talking	with	each	other	about	all	these	things	that	had	happened.	15	While	they	were	talking	and	discussing	
together,	Jesus	himself	drew	near	and	went	with	them.	16	But	their	eyes	were	kept	from	recognizing	him.”	
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Jesus	does	this	all	the	time.	He	just	blinds	people	so	they	don’t	know	who	He	is.	These	guys	followed	Him	for	
years	but	they	don’t	recognize	Him.	So,	then,	Jesus	says	to	them,	

	
	
	17“What	is	this	conversation	that	you	are	holding	with	each	other	as	you	walk?”	
	
	
Remember,	this	is	Jesus,	who	knows	everything.	He	even	answers	people’s	thoughts	sometimes.	Remember	the	

time	the	guy	got	lowered	down	into	the	house	from	the	roof	and	some	people	thought,	“Who	is	this	man	who	can	
forgive	sins?,”	and	Jesus	said,	“Oh,	you	are	saying	to	yourself,	this.”21	

He	knows	but	he	asks	the	disciples,	because	He	wants	them	to	explain	it.	
	
	“What	is	this	conversation	that	you	are	holding	with	each	other	as	you	walk?”	
	
Then,	this	is	great.	
	
And	they	stood	still,	looking	sad.	18	Then	one	of	them,	named	Cleopas,	answered	him,	“Are	you	the	only	visitor	to	

Jerusalem	who	does	not	know	the	things	that	have	happened	there	in	these	days?”	
	
See	the	irony?	Actually,	Jesus	is	the	only	one,	right	now,	in	the	world	who	knows	what	has	happened.	Alright?	

So,	then,	Jesus	says,	
	
19	…	“What	things?”	
	
I	don’t	want	to	be	Cleopas,	right	now.	And	they	said	to	him,	as	if	He’s	an	idiot,	--	
	
“Concerning	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	a	man	who	was	a	prophet	mighty	in	deed	and	word	before	God	and	all	the	

people,	20	and	how	our	chief	priests	and	rulers	delivered	him	up	to	be	condemned	to	death,	and	crucified	him.	21	But	we	
had	hoped	that	he	was	the	one	to	redeem	Israel.”	

	
Because	they	loved	the	Old	Testament	and	they	knew	there	was	to	be	a	Messiah.	That’s	what	they’d	hoped.	

Right?	
	
“Yes,	and	besides	all	this,	it	is	now	the	third	day	since	these	things	happened.	22	Moreover,	some	women	of	our	

company	amazed	us.	They	were	at	the	tomb	early	in	the	morning,…”	
	
Jesus	is	just	listening.	He	knows	this,	right?	
	
	“They	were	at	the	tomb	early	in	the	morning	23	and	when	they	did	not	find	his	body,	they	came	back	saying	that	

they	had	even	seen	a	vision	of	angels,	who	said	that	he	was	alive.	24	Some	of	those	who	were	with	us	went	to	the	tomb	
and	found	it	just	as	the	women	had	said,	but	him	they	did	not	see.”		

	
You	know,	they	have	no	clue	what’s	going	on.	This	is	unbelievable---Then	Jesus	says	to	them,	
	
25…”O	foolish	ones,	and	slow	of	heart	to	believe…”	
	
Believe	what?	
	
“…all	that	the	prophets	have	spoken!”	

																																																													
21	Luke	5:17-39	
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Do	you	see	what	He’s	saying?	He’s	saying,	“You	guys	are	foolish.	You’re	slow.	Don’t	you	realize	the	prophets	said	

this?	You	haven’t	yet	understood	the	prophets.	He	says,	
	
	26	“Was	it	not	necessary	that	the	Christ	should	suffer	these	things	and	enter	into	his	glory?”	
	
That’s	the	same	thing	Peter	said,	right?	Sufferings	and	then	glory.	Then,	this	is	awesome;	verse	27,	
	
	27	“And	beginning	with	Moses	and	all	the	Prophets,	he	interpreted	to	them	in	all	the	Scriptures	the	things	

concerning	himself.”	
	
If	I	could	sit	in	on	this	conversation!	Because,	what	this	is,	is	an	autobiographical	theology	of	the	Old	Testament.	

Jesus	is	saying,	“Let	me	explain	everything	in	the	Bible	starting	with	Moses.”	Moses	was	like	shorthand	for	the	first	five	
books	of	the	Bible.	In	the	Hebrew	mindset	they	had	Moses	and	then	they	had	the	writings,	and	the	Prophets.	
Sometimes,	it’s	just	Moses	and	the	writings;	they	combined	it	all.	And	that’s	what	you	see	here.	It’s	Moses	and	then	the	
writings;	Moses	and	everything	else.	Out	of	these,	Jesus	explained	the	things	concerning	himself.	

Now,	this	should	be	eye-opening	for	us.	Because	what	we	see	here	is	that	there	aren’t	just	little	places	in	the	Old	
Testament	that	point	toward	Jesus.	That’s	not	what	He’s	saying.	He’s	not	saying	that	every	now	and	then,	throughout	
the	Old	Testament,	if	you	will	read	it	you	will	see	that	there	are	little	tiny	places,	once	or	twice,	every	now	and	then.	He’s	
saying	from	Moses	and	all	the	Prophets	all	the	things	that	are	concerning	himself.	In	fact,	the	theme	of	the	Old	
Testament	is	Jesus.	If	we	can	really	grasp	that	the	Old	Testament	is	about	Jesus,	in	one	sense	this	makes	it	way	easier	for	
us,	but	in	another	sense	it	actually	makes	it	harder.	Because,	if	it’s	all	about	Jesus	we	need	to	ask	ourselves	how.	How	is	
this	about	Jesus?	How	do	we	look	at	this	and	see	that	it’s	about	Jesus?	But	one	thing	I	think	is	easier	for	us,	is	we	can	
stand	back	and	realize	that	all	of	the	Old	Testament	is	about	Jesus,	but	not	in	the	same	way.	That’s	a	really	important	
thing	for	us	to	grasp.	All	of	the	Old	Testament	is	about	Jesus	but	not	in	the	same	way.	

So,	let’s	look	at	some	ways	that	the	Old	Testament	is	about	Jesus.		
First,	we	need	to	understand	that	the	overarching	story	of	the	Old	Testament	is	about	Jesus.	That’s	why	Genesis	

3	is	so	important.	Because	in	Genesis	3,	in	this	little,	tiny	one	line	of	the	curse	on	the	serpent,	God	says	that	they	are	
going	to	have	this	“offspring”;	the	seed	of	a	woman	or	the	offspring	of	a	woman	that	is	going	to	come	a	crush	the	head	
of	the	serpent.	Now,	if	you	are	like	me,	you	second	guess	yourself.	You	think,	“How	could	this	one	line	really	give	a	
trajectory	for	all	of	the	Old	Testament?”	Then,	we	look	through	the	Old	Testament.	

You	guys	realize,	the	first	couple	of	chapters	of	Genesis	cover	tons	of	time.	It’s	tons	of	time.	These	people	lived,	
these	people	lived,	these	people	lived	and	they	lived	hundreds	of	years.	So,	Genesis	4	is	right	after	Cain	and	Able	and	
then	Genesis	5	is	a	couple	hundred	years	later.	So,	in	Genesis	4:25,	look	at	this,	

	
“And	Adam	knew	his	wife	again,	and	she	bore	a	son	and	called	his	name	Seth,	for	she	said,	“God	has	appointed	

for	me	another	offspring	instead	of	Abel,	for	Cain	killed	him.”	
	
So,	what	is	she	thinking	about?	This	is	that	“offspring.”	This	is	the	same	word.	Eve	is	saying	that	this	is	another	

offspring.	Remember,	she	had	Cain	and	Able	but	one	of	them	killed	the	other,	so	she	thought,	“Uh-oh,	now	what?	God	
said	that	there	was	going	to	be	an	offspring	of	a	woman	and	I’m	the	only	woman,	so	it’s	got	to	be	me,	right?”	That’s	
what	Eve’s	thinking.	But,	then	she	has	one	son	who	is	good	and	one	son	who	is	bad	and	the	bad	one	kills	the	good	one.	
Now	what?	How	are	they	going	to	be	redeemed?	So,	when	Seth	comes	along…great!	Here’s	another	son.	Great!	I	think	
that	she	thinks	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	promise	is	Seth.	That’s	what	I	think	she	is	saying.	She’s	saying,	“Here’s	the	
offspring.	This	is	it.	He	is	going	to	restore	everything.	We	ruined	it	but	he	is	going	to	make	it	better.”	But,	it	doesn’t	
happen,	right?	Seth	comes	and	goes.	

Then,	hundreds	of	years	later,	look	at	Genesis	5:28,	
	

“When	Lamech	had	lived	182	years,	he	fathered	a	son	
29
	and	called	his	name	Noah,	saying,	“Out	of	the	ground	

that	the	Lord	has	cursed,	this	one	shall	bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	the	painful	toil	of	our	hands.”	
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So,	we	know	that	hundreds	of	years	later	God’s	people	have	been	faithful	to	remember	what	it	was	like	in	the	
Garden	of	Eden,	walking	with	God,	and	to	remember	the	curse	that	took	place,	and	the	promise	that	someone	was	
going	to	reverse	the	curse.	Do	you	see	that?	Look	what	he	says,	

	
“Out	of	the	ground	that	the	Lord	has	cursed….”	
	
That’s	looking	back	at	Genesis	3.	
	
“…this	one…”	
	
Maybe	“this	offspring”…	
	
“…shall	bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	the	painful	toil…”	
	
Those	were	results	of	the	curse.	Those	were	results	of	Adam’s	end	of	the	curse.	Work	was	going	to	be	hard	and	

laborious.	
I	really	believe	that	Lamech	is	claiming	this;	that	maybe	Noah	is	the	one	who	is	going	to	do	it.	Isn’t	that	

interesting?	
So,	what	we	just	pass	over	really	fast	when	we	are	reading	through	the	Bible	in	a	year,	is	that	we	read	through	

Genesis	3	and	go,	“Oh,	yeah,	there’s	a	serpent…on	its	belly…seed…head….got	it.”	In	the	Old	Testament,	those	people	
realized	that	this	was	God’s	Word	to	them.	This	is	a	promise	and	this	is	a	promise	that	He’s	going	to	keep.	That	He’s	
going	to	keep	it	is	the	theme	of	the	Old	Testament—it’s	God	keeping	His	promise;	the	promise	that	He	made	in	Genesis	
3,	the	first	Gospel.	

So,	as	we	move	on,	what	we	see	is	that	this	promise	is	that	they	know	God	is	sending	this	Messiah.	“Messiah”	
just	means	“anointed	one.”	God	is	going	to	send	somebody.	So,	then,	what	happens	when	Abraham	comes	along,	is	we	
see	both	a	narrowing	of	this	promise,	and	then	also	an	expanding	of	the	promise.	Because,	God	comes	to	Abraham	and	
He	chooses	his	family,	and	then	his	one	son	is	going	to	carry	on	this	promise.	But	then	He’s	also	expanding	the	promise,	
because	God’s	not	just	giving	him	one	son;	He’s	going	to	give	him	a	nation	and	the	whole	world	is	somehow	going	to	be	
blessed	through	this.	

I’m	going	to	read	two	passages	from	the	Abrahamic	Covenant.	One	is	in	Genesis	12	and	the	other	is	in	Genesis	
15.	This	is	just	to	look	and	see	the	progression	here.	

	
Genesis	12:1,	
“1			Now	the	Lord	said	to	Abram,	“Go	from	your	country	and	your	kindred	and	your	father’s	house	to	the	land	that	

I	will	show	you.	2	And	I	will	make	of	you	a	great	nation,	and	I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	name	great,	so	that	you	will	be	
a	blessing.	3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	him	who	dishonors	you	I	will	curse,	and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	
earth	shall	be	blessed.”	

	
Right?	I’m	picking	you.	You	are	going	to	do	this.	I’m	doing	this	through	you.	
	
Now,	Abraham,	at	this	point,	is	an	old	guy	who	doesn’t	have	any	kids	and	he’s	saying,	“Alright,	I	don’t	know	how	

this	is	going	to	happen.”	
	
In	Genesis	15:1,	he	has	that	conversation	with	the	Lord.	It	says,	
	
“After	these	things	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	Abram	in	a	vision:	“Fear	not,	Abram,	I	am	your	shield;	your	

reward	shall	be	very	great.”	2	But	Abram	said,	“O	Lord	God,	what	will	you	give	me,	for	I	continue	childless,	and	the	heir	of	
my	house	is	Eliezer	of	Damascus?”	

	
Because,	God	had	promised	him	an	offspring.	“Offspring”	–	it’s	really	cool	that	this	is	the	same	word	from	

Genesis	3.	
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Genesis	15:3, 
	“3	And	Abram	said,	“Behold,	you	have	given	me	no	offspring,	and	a	member	of	my	household	will	be	my	heir.”	4	

And	behold,	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	him:	“This	man	shall	not	be	your	heir;	your	very	own	son	shall	be	your	heir.”	5	
And	he	brought	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	toward	heaven,	and	number	the	stars,	if	you	are	able	to	number	them.”	
Then	he	said	to	him,	“So	shall	your	offspring	be.”	6	And	he	believed	the	Lord,	and	he	counted	it	to	him	as	righteousness.”	

	
We	see	this	narrowing	down,	but	what	is	really	cool	is	when	we	look	in	the	New	Testament	and	see	that	Paul	

sees	this	through	different	eyes.	You	look	at	this	and	wonder	how	Abraham	is	able	to	bless	the	whole	world	through	his	
kids.	The	key	is	the	“offspring.”	

Paul	clarifies	it	for	us	through	the	Holy	Spirit	in	Galatians	3:16.	Pay	attention.		
	
“Now	the	promises	were	made	to	Abraham	and	to	his	offspring.	It	does	not	say,	‘And	to	offsprings,’	referring	to	

many,	but	referring	to	one,	‘And	to	your	offspring,’	who	is	Christ.”	
	
One	thing	we	need	to	get	used	to	is,	if	we	are	going	to	look	at	the	Old	Testament	we	need	to	realize	that	there	

are	many	times	in	the	Old	Testament	where	God	makes	a	promise	and	they	have	multiple	fulfillments.	Right?	There	are	
multiple	fulfillments.	There	is	usually	an	immediate	fulfillment	and	then	a	final	fulfillment.	During	this	time,	I’m	hoping	
that	we	will	gain	a	better	understanding	of	how	we	can	approach	the	Old	Testament.	We	can	read	through	the	Old	
Testament	and	take	it	at	its	word.	As	we	read	through	this,	we	see	that	there	are	many	times	where	there	are	
prophecies,	many	times	about	Jesus,	that	are	fulfilled	twice;	once	originally,	and	then	in	Jesus.	

It’s	really	interesting,	if	you	read	through	the	first	couple	of	chapters	of	Matthew—you	should;	read	through	the	
first	couple	of	chapters	of	Matthew	and	look	at	every	time	he	quotes	Scripture.	He	will	say,	“And	it	was	written	thus,”	or	
“This	was	to	fulfill	so-and-so.”	One	time,	remember	when	Jesus	was	born	that	there	was	a	ruler	who	wanted	to	kill	him.	
Remember	crazy	Herod?	These	wise	men	came	and	said	that	there	was	a	new	king	of	Israel.	Herod	tried	to	trick	them	
and	said,	“When	you	find	him,	come	back	here	and	tell	me	where	he	is	because	I	want	to	worship	him.”	He	really	
wanted	to	kill	him,	right?	So,	God	told	them	that	Herod	only	meant	to	do	evil	so	to	not	go	back.	When	Herod	realized	
that	they	weren’t	coming	back,	he	said,	“I	know	that	there	was	a	boy	that	was	born	somewhere	over	here	so	I’m	just	
going	to	kill	all	the	boys	who	are	two	and	under.	I’ll	kill	them	all.”22	That	was	bad,	so	God	told	Joseph	and	Mary	to	get	
out	of	there	and	go	to	Egypt.	Then,	when	Herod	was	dead,	God	told	them	that	they	could	come	back	because	the	one	
who	was	trying	to	kill	Jesus	was	dead.	Then,	Matthew,	in	recounting	that	story,	said,	“So	it	could	be	fulfilled	‘Out	of	
Egypt	I	have	called	my	Son.’”23	Matthew	quoted	that	from	Hosea.	Then,	you	can	look	at	Hosea	and	he	is	talking	about	
the	children	of	Israel.	Isn’t	that	crazy?	We	don’t	have	the	ability	to	quote	Scripture	like	the	New	Testament	does.	The	
New	Testament	was	written	by	the	Holy	Spirit	and	He	can	take	the	original	words	from	the	Old	Testament	and	interpret	
them	however	He	wants.	Because,	what	we	see	is	that	gives	us	insight	into	knowing	that	Hosea	is	talking	about	Israel	
coming	up	out	of	Egypt	and	then	our	minds	can	be	blown,	because	we	can	say,	“Oh,	yeah.	Israel	coming	up	out	of	Egypt	
was	supposed	to	point	us	toward	Jesus.”	Isn’t	that	interesting?	Because	Jesus	came	up	out	of	Egypt.	

That’s	where	I	think	it	becomes	easier	and	harder	when	we	try	to	find	Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament.	We	really	
need	the	New	Testament	to	tell	us	all	of	those	places	where	we	see	Jesus	specifically	in	the	Old	Testament,	but	we	can	
also	just	step	back	and	see	Him	in	the	overarching	story;	for	instance,	when	we	get	to	the	book	of	Esther.	Esther	is	a	
confusing	book.	There	were	many	people	who	thought	that	Esther	shouldn’t	be	in	the	Bible	because	Esther	doesn’t	have	
the	name	of	the	Lord	in	it.	Isn’t	that	weird.	Especially,	because	I’m	making	the	claim	that	everything	in	the	Old	
Testament	is	about	Jesus.	How	can	this	book	be	about	Jesus	if	God’s	name	isn’t	even	mentioned	in	it?		

Man,	I	didn’t	want	to	go	to	this	part	yet,	but	I’ve	got	to,	though.	I’ve	already	started	it.	Alright,	so	here	we	go,	
but	I’ll	come	back	to	it,	too.	So,	if	you	look	at	Esther,	it’s	the	story	about	a	girl	named	Esther,	who	was	really	pretty.	The	
king	was	mad	at	his	old	wife	so	he	wanted	to	get	a	new	one,	and	he	got	Esther	because	she	was	pretty.	Then,	she	got	
put	in	a	position;	but	she’s	Jewish	and	this	is	a	Persian	empire.	She’s	the	king’s	wife,	the	queen,	and	so	she	is	in	this	
position	as	royalty.	Then,	there	is	this	bad	guy	who	wants	to	kill	all	the	Jews	because	of	another	guy,	Mordecai,	who	is	a	
good	guy	and	he’s	a	Jew.	So,	long	story	short,	the	bad	guy	tricks	the	king	into	saying	that	on	a	specific	day	the	bad	guy	

																																																													
22	Matthew	2:16-18	
23	Matthew	2:15	
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can	kill	all	the	Jews.	Well,	alarm	bells	should	be	going	off	in	our	head	as	we	read	this,	right?	The	Old	Testament	is	about	
getting	us	the	Messiah	and	we	have	seen	that	the	Messiah	is	going	to	come	through	Abraham.	In	fact,	it’s	not	just	
Abraham;	it’s	Abraham,	then	Isaac,	then	Jacob,	then	Judah.	The	scepter	is	not	going	to	depart	from	Judah24	and	we	know	
that	this	is	a	Messianic	prophecy.	So,	we	know	that	we	have	this	group	of	people	and	one	of	them	is	going	to	be	the	
Messiah	or	is	going	to	be	grandfather,	great-grandfather,	or	great-great-grandfather	to	the	Messiah.	So,	if	all	of	them	
are	about	to	get	slaughtered,	we	should	think,	“Hold	on.	How	is	this	going	to	happen?”	So,	then,	God	uses	Esther	to	
influence	the	King	of	Persia,	so	that	the	King	of	Persia,	who	is	king	over	a	non-believing	empire,	to	make	a	law.	If	a	law	is	
made	by	the	Medes	and	Persians	it	can’t	be	cancelled25,	so	he	just	makes	another	law	that	says	that	on	this	day,	when	all	
the	people	are	going	to	kill	the	Jews,	that	the	Jews	now	have	the	right	to	arm	themselves	and	kill	everyone	who	is	in	
authority	over	them.	So,	these	guys	are	trying	to	kill	the	Jews	but	now	there	is	a	law	that	says	that	they	can	defend	
themselves,	and	they	killed	seventy-five-thousand	of	their	oppressors	in	one	day,	and	the	Jews	weren’t	eradicated.	

So,	if	there	is	going	to	be	a	Messiah	who	is	going	to	come	through	the	Jews,	then	you	have	to	have	the	Jews	to	
have	a	Messiah.	So,	is	Esther	about	Jesus?	Absolutely.	Esther	is	about	Jesus	because	it	is	about	God’s	faithfulness	to	the	
promise	that	He	made	in	Genesis	to	provide	a	Messiah	that	would	come	through	the	Jewish	people.	So,	Esther	is	about	
Jesus.	That’s	why	it’s	easier.	You	can	sit	back	and	be	like,	“Okay,	God	preserved	Israel	so	that	He	could	show	that	He	is	
faithful	to	His	promises,	and	that	promise	is	to	provide	a	Messiah,	so	we	have	Jesus.”	We	don’t	have	to	just	sit	back	in	
the	story	and	ask,	“Okay,	now,	who	is	Jesus	here?	Is	Mordecai	Jesus?	Is	Esther	Jesus?	It	feels	weird	to	say	that	a	woman	
is	Jesus,	but	I	know	it’s	about	Jesus,	so	who	is	it?”		

For	me,	I	have	two	illustrations	that	might	be	helpful	and	they	might	not	be.	So,	we	will	see.		
The	first	one	is	a	quote	from	Spurgeon.	Everybody	wants	to	quote	Spurgeon;	Spurgeon	is	awesome.	Now,	I	love	

Spurgeon.	I	think	he	was	a	solid,	godly,	amazing	man.	You	can	read	the	Morning	and	Evening	devotional—there’s	this	
website26	where	every	time	you	open	up	your	computer	you	can	read	daily	devotions	in	the	morning	and	evening.	They	
are	excerpts	from	his	sermons.	So,	there	is	this	one	sermon	that	he	preached	in	1859,	called	Christ	Precious	to	
Believers27,	and	he	uses	an	illustration.	So,	I’m	going	to	use	it	right	now.	This	is	an	illustration	that’s	not	original	to	me.	

	
“A	young	man	had	been	preaching	in	the	presence	of	a	venerable	divine,…”	That	just	means	an	old	preacher.	

“…and	after	he	had	done	he	went	to	the	old	minister,	and	said,	"What	do	you	think	of	my	sermon?"	Then,	the	old	guy	
says,	"A	very	poor	sermon	indeed,"	said	he.	"A	poor	sermon?"	said	the	young	man,	"it	took	me	a	long	time	to	study	it."	
"Ay,	no	doubt	of	it."	"Why,	did	you	not	think	my	explanation	of	the	text	a	very	good	one?"	"Oh,	yes,"	said	the	old	
preacher,	"very	good	indeed."	"Well,	then,	why	do	you	say	it	is	a	poor	sermon?	Didn't	you	think	the	metaphors	were	
appropriate	and	the	arguments	conclusive?"	"Yes,	they	were	very	good	as	far	as	that	goes,	but	still	it	was	a	very	poor	
sermon."	"Will	you	tell	me	why	you	think	it	a	poor	sermon?"	"Because,"	said	he,	"there	was	no	Christ	in	it."	"Well,"	said	
the	young	man,	"Christ	was	not	in	the	text;	we	are	not	to	be	preaching	Christ	always,	we	must	preach	what	is	in	the	
text."	So	the	old	man	said,	"Don't	you	know	young	man	that	from	every	town,	and	every	village,	and	every	little	hamlet	
in	England,	wherever	it	may	be,	there	is	a	road	to	London?"	"Yes,"	said	the	young	man.	"Ah!"	said	the	old	divine	"and	so	
from	every	text	in	Scripture,	there	is	a	road	to	the	metropolis	of	the	Scriptures,	that	is	Christ.	And	my	dear	brother,	your	
business	in	when	you	get	to	a	text,	to	say,	'Now	what	is	the	road	to	Christ?'	and	then	preach	a	sermon,	running	along	the	
road	towards	the	great	metropolis—towards	Christ.	And,"	said	he,	"I	have	never	yet	found	a	text	that	had	not	got	a	road	
to	Christ	in	it.”	

	
Now,	that’s	where	I	think	the	illustration	is	awesome.	Then,	Spurgeon	goes	on	to	say…and	we	can	talk	about	this	

in	a	second…,	
	

	“…and	if	I	ever	do	find	one	that	has	not	a	road	to	Christ	in	it,	I	will	make	one;	I	will	go	over	hedge	and	
ditch	but	I	would	get	at	my	Master,	for	the	sermon	cannot	do	any	good	unless	there	is	a	savour	of	Christ	in	it."		

																																																													
24	Genesis	49:10		
25	According	to	Daniel	6:8,	a	law	of	the	Medes	and	Persians	is	unalterable.	
26	http://www.spurgeon.org/daily.htm		
27	Christ	Precious	to	Believers,	A	Sermon	(No.	242);	Delivered	on	Sabbath	Morning,	March	13th,	1859,	by	the		REV.	C.	H.	Spurgeon	at	the	
Music	Hall,	Royal	Surrey	Gardens.	
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Now,	I	think	that,	in	principle,	Spurgeon	is	exactly	right.	The	Old	Testament,	even,	is	about	Jesus;	there	is	a	road	

to	Christ	in	it.	But,	what	I	don’t	like	is	he	threw	in	the	part	about,	“If	I	can’t	find	one,	I’ll	make	one	by	jumping	over	a	
ditch	or	a	hedge.”	Because,	that	nullifies	the	comment	that	everything	is	about	Jesus.	Right?	So,	that’s	where	it	is	both	
easier	and	harder	for	us	to	find	Him.	Because,	we	will	find	ourselves	saying,	“Which	one	of	these	people	is	Jesus?”	

Another	illustration	I	think	is	helpful	is	this;	it’s	helpful	for	me	because	I’m	kind	of	nerdy,	so	just	bear	with	me.	I	
think	we	should	read	the	Old	Testament	more	like—this	is	going	to	sound	really	cheesy—more	like	The	Lord	of	the	
Rings28	and	less	like	The	Lion,	The	Witch,	and	The	Wardrobe29.	Okay,	let	me	explain.	Maybe	you	guys	have	read	those	
books	if	you	are	nerds;	or	you’ve	watched	the	movies	if	you’re	cool.	So,	let	me	explain	about	the	movies.	I	didn’t	read	
those	books	until	I	was	in	college	and	I	read	The	Lion,	The	Witch,	and	The	Wardrobe	first	because,	of	course,	C.S.	Lewis	is	
awesome	,	right?	So,	I	wanted	to	read	something	of	his.	If	you	read	through	The	Lion,	The	Witch,	and	The	Wardrobe,	it	is	
obvious	that	this	is	about	Jesus.	Because,	you	have	Aslan	who	is	the	son	of	the	Emperor	across	the	sea	who	comes	into	
our	world,	who	being	innocent	takes	the	guilt	of	the	guilty	on	himself,	hands	himself	over	to	the	powers	of	evil,		is	
humiliated	and	sacrificed	but	raises	again	the	third	day,	conquering	evil,	breaking	the	stone	table	and	leads	his	people	
victoriously	into	his	kingdom.	Oh,	yeah!	I	get	it.	Okay?	It’s	so	easy	to	get	this,	it’s	almost	like	it’s	written	for	children.	You	
know,	I	got	it,	right?		

Who	is	Edmund?	That’s	us.	We’re	the	guilty	ones	who	need	Aslan	to	take	our	guilt	from	us.	Then,	you	have	the	
White	Witch.	That’s	Satan.	I	got	it.	That’s	easy.	So,	I	remember	reading	this	and	being	overwhelmed,	thinking,	“What	a	
powerful	picture!”	Then,	I	knew	that	Tolkien	was	a	Christian	and	he	wrote	The	Lord	of	the	Rings.	So,	I	read	The	Lord	of	
the	Rings	in	the	same	way	I	read	The	Lion,	The	Witch,	and	the	Wardrobe,	and	I	got	so	confused.	I	kept	thinking,	“Who’s	
Jesus?”	Right?	Tolkien	was	a	Christian	and	I	thought	that	if	a	Christian	was	going	to	write	a	story	like	this	that	it	had	to	be	
about	Jesus.	In	fact,	if	you	read	up,	someone	asked	Tolkien,	“Is	this	a	Christian	book?”	and	he	said,	“Of	course	it’s	
Christian;	I’m	a	Christian.”	So,	then	I	read	it	and	I	thought,	“I	don’t	get	it.	Who	is	Jesus?”	Because	sometimes	you	think	
that	Aragorn	is	Jesus.	Aragorn	is	the	warrior	guy	who	is	like	the	promised	king	for	ages	and	ages,	who	is	coming	into	his	
kingdom.	That	looks	like	Jesus,	but	eventually	the	illustration	falls	and	we	realize	that	he’s	not	really	Jesus.	Then,	we	see	
Gandalf,	who	defeats	this	evil	power	and	comes	back	from	the	dead,	and	is	shining	white	and	leading	a	charge	on	a	
white	horse.	You’re	like,	“Oh,	yeah,	that	looks	like	Jesus.”	Then,	you	have	Frodo,	who	carries	the	weight	of	evil	on	him	
and	is	getting	ready	to	go	sacrifice	himself	to	destroy	evil.	That	also	looks	like	Jesus.	But,	I	think	that’s	okay,	because	
what	we	see	in	the	Old	Testament	is	that	there	are	a	lot	of	people	who	are	little	messiahs.	Messiah,	again,	means	
anointed	one.	

So,	when	we	read	through	the	Old	Testament,	in	fact,	when	we	went	through	Exodus	and	we	went	through	
Joshua,	we	couldn’t	help	but	look	at	Moses	and	say	that	Moses	is	like	the	Messiah,	right?	Moses	went	up	on	this	
mountain	and	God	was	thundering.	Moses’	face	was	shining	so	that	they	had	to	put	a	veil	over	it.	And	that	reminds	us	of	
another	time	when	somebody	else	was	up	on	a	mountain.	In	fact,	Jesus	even	went	up	on	a	mountain	with	Moses	and	
Elijah30	and	was	talking	with	them	about	His	exodus,	right?	So,	Moses	is	a	type	of	Jesus.	We	see	that.	He	is	an	imperfect	
picture	of	the	Messiah.	Then,	when	he	gets	ready	to	leave,	he	says,	“There	is	going	to	be	someone	that	is	going	to	come	
after	me	with	my	word	in	his	mouth;	with	God’s	Word	in	his	mouth	he	is	going	to	lead	you.”	So,	we	see	Joshua	come	as	
the	immediate	fulfillment	of	that	and	he	leads	them	into	their	physical	inheritance;	but	we	know	he	is	pointing	toward	a	
final	Messiah	who	will	lead	us	into	our	eternal	inheritance.	

So,	we	see	imperfect	pictures	of	Jesus	all	throughout	the	Old	Testament.	If	you	look	through	Judges,	none	of	the	
judges	were	anyone	about	whom	you	would	say,	“This	guy	is	really	godly.”	This	is	confusing,	because	some	of	them	are	
terrible,	terrible	people,	but	God	uses	them	to	give	victory.	God	is	showing	us	His	faithfulness	to	His	people;	and	His	
faithfulness	to	His	people	is	found	in	the	Messiah.	So,	He	sends	little	messiahs	to	go	before	and	to	point	toward	the	
ultimate	Messiah,	who	is	Jesus.	That’s	huge.	Right?	

So,	we	need	to	see	that	there	are	different	types	of	Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament	but	we	need	to	have	the	New	
Testament	kind	of	give	us	those	roads	to	follow.	If	every	road	leads	to	Jesus	then	we	need	to	follow	the	roadsigns.	Then,	
we	can	always	step	back	and	ask,	“Where	is	God’s	hand	in	this?”	Even	in	reading	through	genealogies.	Like	when	we	

																																																													
28	Tolkien,	J.R.R.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	an	epic	high-fantasy	novel	written	by	English	author	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien,	published	by	George	Allen	
and	Unwin	(UK),	1954.	
29	Lewis,	C.S.	The	Lion,	the	Witch	and	the	Wardrobe	is	a	high	fantasy	novel	for	children	by	C.	S.	Lewis,	published	by	Geoffrey	Bles	in	1950.	
30	Matthew	17	
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were	going	through	Joshua	and	God	was	explaining,	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	all	of	the	different	inheritance	plots.	We	try	
to	read	through	that	and	it’s	tough,	then	we	come	in	here	and	Brody	and	Spencer	both	talked	about	how	that	was	God’s	
faithfulness.	God	said,	“I’m	going	to	give	you	an	inheritance,”	and	here	it	is.	In	fact,	here	are	the	specific	people	who	are	
getting	it.	This	should	point	us	to	the	fact	that	God	fulfills	His	promise,	and	if	He	has	promised	us	an	inheritance	then	we	
are	going	to	receive	it.	How	is	that	happening?	It	happens	through	Jesus.		

Two	more	things	and	then	we	will	be	done.	One,	is	that	we	need	to	give	the	New	Testament	guys,	the	disciples	
specifically,	a	little	bit	of	patience	and	a	little	bit	of	grace,	when	we	realize	that	the	Old	Testament	actually	has	two	
different	pictures	of	Messiah.	Remember	in	Luke	24	and	in	1	Peter,	the	two	things	that	characterized	the	Messiah	were	
the	sufferings	and	then	the	subsequent	glories.	In	the	New	Testament	time	period,	the	Jews	that	were	looking	for	a	
Messiah	had	their	selfishness	take	over.	They	were	like,	“We	want	this	ruling	Messiah.	Get	rid	of	the	Romans	and	give	us	
our	kingdom.”	But,	we	need	to	see	in	the	Old	Testament	that	there	were	two	different	sketches	of	Messiah;	we	have	the	
victorious	one	in	Isaiah	9:6-7	that	we	love	at	Christmastime,		

	
“For	to	us	a	child	is	born,	to	us	a	son	is	given;	
	 and	the	government	shall	be	upon	his	shoulder,	
and	his	name	shall	be	called	
	 Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,	
Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.		
	 Of	the	increase	of	his	government	and	of	peace	
there	will	be	no	end,	
	 on	the	throne	of	David	and	over	his	kingdom,	
to	establish	it	and	to	uphold	it	
	 with	justice	and	with	righteousness	
from	this	time	forth	and	forevermore.	
	 The	zeal	of	the	Lord	of	hosts	will	do	this.”	
	
You	read	that	and	you	imagine	how	you	are	waiting	for	a	Messiah.	You	want	this	guy.	So,	Jesus	comes	along	and	

gains	popularity	and	you	think,	“This	is	the	one.	He’s	going	to	have	the	government	and	He	is	going	to	lead	us.”	But	then,	
you	allow	it	to	overshadow	the	fact	that	we	also	see	in	Isaiah,	the	same	book,	in	53:1,	

	
“Who	has	believed	what	he	has	heard	from	us?	
	 	 And	to	whom	has	the	arm	of	the	Lord	been	revealed?		
2		 For	he	grew	up	before	him	like	a	young	plant,	
	 	 and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	ground;	
	 	he	had	no	form	or	majesty	that	we	should	look	at	him,	
	 	 and	no	beauty	that	we	should	desire	him.		
3		 He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men;	
	 	 a	man	of	sorrows,	and	acquainted	with	grief;	
	 	and	as	one	from	whom	men	hide	their	faces	
	 	 he	was	despised,	and	we	esteemed	him	not.		
	
4				 Surely	he	has	borne	our	griefs	
	 	 and	carried	our	sorrows;	
	 	yet	we	esteemed	him	stricken,	
	 	 smitten	by	God,	and	afflicted.		
5		 But	he	was	pierced	for	our	transgressions;	
	 	 he	was	crushed	for	our	iniquities;	
	 	upon	him	was	the	chastisement	that	brought	us	peace,	
	 	 and	with	his	wounds	we	are	healed.		
6		 All	we	like	sheep	have	gone	astray;	
	 	 we	have	turned—every	one—to	his	own	way;	
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	 	and	the	Lord	has	laid	on	him	
	 	 the	iniquity	of	us	all.	“	
	
7				 He	was	oppressed,	and	he	was	afflicted,	
	 	 yet	he	opened	not	his	mouth;	
	 	like	a	lamb	that	is	led	to	the	slaughter,	
	 	 and	like	a	sheep	that	before	its	shearers	is	silent,	
	 	 so	he	opened	not	his	mouth.	
	
It	is	easy	to	have	that	overshadowed	when	what	you	want	is	a	reigning	king.	But	Jesus	and	Peter	both	reminded	

us	that	this	Messiah	is	coming,	and	God	is	going	to	be	faithful	to	bring	Him	to	you	in	an	unlooked	for	way,	because	He	is	
going	to	have	sufferings	and	then	glory.	That’s	what	we	see;	Jesus	comes	as	a	Messiah	and	suffers	and	now	He	is	
glorified.	We	also	need	to	understand	that	He	is	going	to	be	glorified	for	eternity	and	He	is	going	to	bring	us	into	that.	

At	the	end	of	this	series	of	messages,	moving	toward	Christmas,	we	are	going	to	overlap	a	period	called	Advent,	
right?	What	Advent	means	is	arrival;	it	means	the	coming.	There	has	been	someone	who	has	promised	they	are	coming	
and	they	are	finally	here.	That’s	what	we	are	celebrating	at	Christmastime;	we	are	celebrating	the	arrival	of	Jesus.	So,	as		
we	look	through	the	Old	Testament	for	the	next	couple	of	months	we	are	looking	for	the	Advent	of	Jesus.	It’s	cool,	
because	we	get	to	walk	through	what	the	people	walked	through	when	they	were	coming	into	it.	We	also	need	to	
understand	that	God	has	revealed	so	much	to	us	in	the	Old	Testament,	that	if	we	have	the	eyes	to	see	we	would	see.		

I	want	to	look	at	one	thing	because	we	make	such	a	big	deal	about	the	resurrection	of	Jesus.	Right?	“It	is	
finished!”31	This	is	huge.	This	is	leading	into	Easter,	now.	So,	we	have	the	Advent	coming	up	at	Christmas	and	then	we	
have	Easter.	I	want	us	to	understand	that	the	Old	Testament	didn’t	leave	us	in	the	dark	about	that	either.	The	Old	
Testament	actually	has	a	theology	of	resurrection.	I	didn’t	realize	this	until	this	spring.	At	Snowbird,	our	theme	this	
summer	was	the	resurrection,	so	as	I	was	talking	about	Jesus	in	the	Old	Testament	I	thought	I	might	as	well	talk	about	
the	resurrection	in	the	Old	Testament.		

So,	I	want	to	look	at	a	couple	of	things	really	quick.	First,	I	want	to	look	at	John	11.	John	uses	discourse	to	explain	
his	theology	and	we	see	that	right	here	in	John	11.	Remember	when	Lazarus	died?	I	want	us	to	go	through	this	because	I	
think	we	need	to	see	this	and	understand	that	the	resurrection	wasn’t	something	that	should	have	taken	people	off	
guard.	They	should	have	known	about	it	because	the	Old	Testament	has	it;	we	just	don’t	see	it	all	the	time	because	we	
are	not	students	of	the	Old	Testament.	That’s	our	problem.	We	are	not	but	we	should	be.	

Now,	listen	to	this.	Remember,	Lazarus	died,	and	this	is	John	11:17,	
	
“Now	when	Jesus	came,	he	found	that	Lazarus	had	already	been	in	the	tomb	four	days.	18	Bethany	was	near	

Jerusalem,	about	two	miles	off,	19	and	many	of	the	Jews	had	come	to	Martha	and	Mary	to	console	them	concerning	their	
brother.	20	So	when	Martha	heard	that	Jesus	was	coming,	she	went	and	met	him,	but	Mary	remained	seated	in	the	
house.”	

	
Listen	to	what	she	says	and	then	let’s	ask	ourselves	what	she	means	when	she	says	that.	It’s	like	at	my	house,	

“What	does	she	mean	when	she	says	this?”	“You	didn’t	say	that.”	Anyway,	you’ve	got	to	know	what	people	mean.		
	
“21	Martha	said	to	Jesus,	“Lord,	if	you	had	been	here,	my	brother	would	not	have	died.”	
	
Okay.	She	said,	“Lord,	if	you	had	been	here,	my	brother	would	not	have	died.”	What	she	means	is,	“You	have	the	

power	to	keep	people	from	dying.”	Right?	That’s	what	she’s	saying.	“If	you	had	been	here	he	wouldn’t	have	died.	You	
could	have	stopped	it.	You	control	whether	or	not	people	die.”	Then,	she	says	this,	

	
“22	But	even	now	I	know	that	whatever	you	ask	from	God,	God	will	give	you.”	
	

																																																													
31	John	19:30	
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What’s	she	talking	about?	Lazarus	not	being	dead	anymore.	This	is	Martha,	a	woman	who	has	followed	Jesus	
and	listened	to	Him	preach,	and	she	says,	“If	you	had	been	here	he	wouldn’t	have	died,	and	you	know	what?	I	know	that	
right	now,	even	though	he’s	been	dead	for	four	days,	that	you	can	make	him	come	back.”	That’s	huge.	Then,	it	gets	
better,	

	
“23	Jesus	said	to	her,	“Your	brother	will	rise	again.”	
	
Now,	in	my	mind,	I’m	thinking	that	she’s	an	Old	Testament	Christian,	really,	right?	She’s	just	read	the	Old	

Testament.	That’s	it.	Jesus	has	just	now	come.	He	hasn’t	died	and	resurrected.	She	has	no	clue	what’s	going	to	happen.	
So,	when	Jesus	says,	“Your	brother	will	rise	again,”	she’s	probably	thinking,	“What?!	That’s	amazing?!”	Isn’t	that	what	
you	think	that	she	would	say?	But,	no,	she	says,		

	
“I	know	that	he	will	rise	again	in	the	resurrection	on	the	last	day.”	
	
Do	you	know	why	Martha	knew	that	her	brother	was	going	to	rise	again	at	the	resurrection	on	the	last	day?	

Because	she	read	the	Old	Testament.	Isn’t	that	crazy.	Then,	Jesus	puts	it	in	context.	He	says,	
	
““I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life.	Whoever	believes	in	me,	though	he	die,	yet	shall	he	live,	26	and	everyone	who	

lives	and	believes	in	me	shall	never	die.	Do	you	believe	this?”	27	She	said	to	him,	“Yes,	Lord;	I	believe	that	you	are	the	
Christ,…”	

	
Which	is	the	Messiah…	
	
“…the	Son	of	God,	who	is	coming	into	the	world.”	
	
So,	if	we	are	going	to	make	a	big	deal	about	the	resurrection,	which	we	should,	we	need	to	understand	that	the	

resurrection	was	talked	about	in	the	Old	Testament.	Because,	in	Genesis	3,	we	learned	last	week	that	all	of	us	are	
identified	in	Adam.	Every	one	of	us	was	with	Adam.	He	was	our	representative	when	he	sinned	and	if	we	had	been	there	
we	would	have	done	the	same	thing;	we	would	have	sinned.	So,	every	human	being	that	is	born	is	born	in	Adam.	We	are	
guilty	sinners	who	continue	to	sin.	And	there	is	one	way—that’s	it—there	is	one	way;	the	last	Adam.	Because	when	the	
last	Adam	rose	from	the	grave	He	then	reversed	the	curse.	Do	you	guys	see	that?	It	wasn’t	going	to	happen	any	other	
way.	We	had	to	have	the	Messiah	come	to	live	the	perfect	life,	to	take	the	penalty,	and	to	rise	again	from	the	grave.	And	
that	is	how	we	would	be	able	to	rise	again.	

You	wonder,	did	they	know	about	this?	Yes.	Let	me	read	three	passages	of	Scripture	that	should	be	in	the	New	
Testament.	Because,	look	at	this;	Isaiah	26:19,	

	
“Your	dead	shall	live;	their	bodies	shall	rise.	
	 	 You	who	dwell	in	the	dust,	awake	and	sing	for	joy!	
	 	For	your	dew	is	a	dew	of	light,	
	 	 and	the	earth	will	give	birth	to	the	dead.”	
	
There	is	going	to	be	a	resurrection.	How	is	that	resurrection	possible?	Someone	has	to	defeat	death.	Adam	

brought	it	on.	He	gave	in.	He	died.	There	has	to	be	someone	else;	a	Messiah	who	is	going	to	kill	death	so	we	can	live.	
	
Daniel	12:2,	
“And	many	of	those	who	sleep	in	the	dust	of	the	earth	shall	awake,	some	to	everlasting	life,	and	some	to	shame	

and	everlasting	contempt.”	
	
“Martha,	how	do	you	know	that	your	brother	is	going	to	rise	from	the	grave?”	“I	know	that	there’s	going	to	be	a	

resurrection	on	the	last	day.	Lazarus	followed	you	and	he’s	going	to	rise	to	everlasting	life.	I	know	that.”		
How’s	that	going	to	happen?	Only	through	Jesus.	Only	through	the	last	Adam.	Job	says	this,	in	Job	19:25,	
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		 “For	I	know	that	my	Redeemer	lives,	
	 	 and	at	the	last	he	will	stand	upon	the	earth.	
26		 And	after	my	skin	has	been	thus	destroyed,	
	 	 yet	in	my	flesh	I	shall	see	God.”	
	
There’s	hope.	There	was	hope	in	the	Old	Testament	and	they	were	looking	forward	to	Jesus.	They	were	looking	

forward	to	the	Anointed	One	and	forward	to	the	Messiah.	We	have	that	hope	now.	We	have	that	same	hope	in	Christ.	
And	as	we	go	through	this	period,	culminating	in	Advent,	in	the	birth	of	Jesus,	we	are	going	to	see	that	God	has	

been	telling	the	same	story	the	whole	time.	We’ve	always	been	looking	for	a	suffering	Messiah	who	would	then	defeat	
sin,	and	death,	and	Hell,	and	then	be	glorified.	One	thing	we	need	to	understand	as	we	talk	about	Advent,	is	we	need	to	
remember	that	there	is	going	to	be	a	second	Advent.	There	is	a	second,	glorious	coming	of	Jesus	that	we	are	looking	
forward	to.	As	we	walk	through	this,	we	are	going	to	see	that	God	is	faithful	to	His	promises.	God	was	faithful	for	
thousands	of	years	to	His	promises,	in	His	first	Advent.	So,	we	can	know	that	He	is	going	to	be	faithful	in	His	second	
Advent.	

As	we	finish,	I’m	just	going	to	read	one	passage	of	Scripture.	In	Hebrews	3:7	&	15,	the	author	says,	quoting	
Psalm	95,	

	
“Therefore,	as	the	Holy	Spirit	says,	‘Today,	if	you	hear	his	voice,	8	do	not	harden	your	hearts.’”	
	
He	mentions	it	two	times.	He	says,	the	Holy	Spirit	says,	“Today,	if	you	hear	his	voice,	do	not	harden	your	hearts.”	
	
He	says	two	huge	things	there.	One,	that	Psalm	95	was	written	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	It	applies	to	us	today	because	

it	was	the	Holy	Spirit.	Then,	he	says,	presently,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	speaking	to	us	today,	through	Psalm	95.	We	need	to	
understand	that	when	we	look	through	the	Old	Testament	that	it	is	not	just	some	dusty	pages.	It	applies	to	us.	It	is	what	
we	need	to	look	at	for	doctrine,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	and	for	training	in	righteousness;	looking	at	Jesus	as	the	
fulfillment	and	being	to	read	back	into	it	the	Gospel.	Because,	it’s	about	Jesus.	All	of	it	is	about	Jesus.	We	have	to	do	the	
hard	work,	yes.	But	what	do	we	need	to	do	now?	We	need	now	to	obey.	That’s	it.	Obey.	Do	not	harden	your	hearts.	

We’ve	seen	examples	all	throughout	the	Old	Testament	of	people	who	have	failed.	Most	importantly,	Adam	
failed,	and	then	everyone	else	failed	because	they	were	in	Adam.	And	now,	Jesus	has	come,	the	last	Adam,	reversing	the	
curse,	and	we	can	be	in	Him.	And	all	of	Scripture—all	of	it—is	written	to	us	and	we	need	to	read	it	all	and	apply	it	to	our	
lives.		

So,	I’m	going	to	pray	over	us	and	then	we	will	close	with	a	song	of	worship.		
Dear gracious Lord, thank you for this opportunity that we have had to look into your Word, to see 

your faithfulness to thousands of generations and to know that you have told us that you are going to 
continue to be faithful for a thousand generations. I pray that each one of us will have a new love and desire 
to read your Word—the New Testament and the Old Testament—and that we will be able to see Jesus in all 
of it. Most importantly, that we will obey; that we won’t harden our hearts but that we will trust in your 
Word and that you will be glorified in our lives. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

	
(Brody	Holloway)	
I’m	blown	away	by	the	fact	that	all	of	history	is	held	together	and	sustained	by	the	Word	of	His	power;	the	Bible	

tells	us	that	in	the	book	of	Hebrews32.	Jesus	holds	all	things	in	place	and	I	think	it	is	easy	to	lose	sight	of	that,	especially	in	
our	historical	context.	We	go,	“Everything	is	unraveling	right	now,	Church.”	I	remember,	as	a	child,	hearing	pastors	and	
doomsday	prophets	talk	about	how	we	are	living	in	the	last	days	or	how	things	are	so	bad.	That	was	thirty	or	forty	years	
ago.	Has	it	gotten	better?	Absolutely	not.	It	is	unraveling	at	a	rate	that	we	can’t	even	fathom.	We	cannot	comprehend	it.	
I	think	of	that	short	passage	at	the	end	of	Romans	133	that	says	that	there	is	this	point	in	the	downward	spiral	of	people	
who	have	rejected	the	Gospel,	where	they	begin	to	create	and	invent	new	ways	to	do	evil.	Then,	they	receive	the	
approval	of	those	who	are	basically	accomplices	to	that	evil.	That	is	the	world	we	live	in	and	it	is	particularly	our	culture.	

																																																													
32	Hebrews	1:3	
33	Romans	1:18-32	
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Our	culture	is	not	just	unraveling,	we	are	creating	new	way	to	do	evil.	We	are	creating	new	ways	to	do	destruction.	If	we	
are	not	careful,	the	danger	for	some	of	us	is	to	sit	and	listen	to	what	we	heard	tonight,	and	over	the	last	couple	of	
weeks,	and	to	go	away	from	here	and	tomorrow,	if	we	even	think	back	to	tonight,	and	think	what	a	phenomenal	job	was	
done	in	an	hour	of	time	to	tie	all	of	this	together;	if	you	are	not	careful,	you	will	admire	the	presentation	and	be	really	
intrigued	by	the	detail	of	it	all	and	fascinated	by	it.	But,	this	has	been	given	to	us	that	we	may	know	the	Christ	and	that	
He	is	the	Son	of	God.	He	is	who	He	says	He	is	and	He	has	come	that	we	might	have	life	and	have	it	more	abundantly.	We	
should	be,	this	week,	empowered	by	the	faith	that	we	have,	and	the	faith	that	we	contend	for	in	our	own	lives,	and	that	
we	contend	for	in	the	lives	of	those	who	don’t	know	Christ.	So,	this	week,	we	should	go	in	the	truth	of	what	we	have	
heard	tonight	and,	in	response	to	that,	we	should	reach	a	world	that	is	dying	without	Christ.	

I	love	what	Douglas	Wilson	does,	in	the	way	that	he	sums	all	of	the	Scripture	up.	He	would	do	this	particularly	
for	his	kids	when	they	were	growing	up.	He	would	say	that	all	of	the	Bible	story	is	summed	up	in	these	words:	“Kill	the	
dragon.	Get	the	girl.”34	Kill	the	dragon	and	get	the	girl	is	the	story	that’s	being	told.	As	we	start	to	unpack	that	there	are	
so	many	layers.	It	is	such	an	amazing	story.	

I’m	excited	about	these	next	weeks	and	months	as	we	walk	through	the	Old	Testament	and	we	see	how	God	ties	
all	of	this	together	in	detail.	So	much	of	what	Zach	brought	out	tonight	will	be	standalone	sermons,	like	the	story	of	
Esther.	We	are	going	to	do	a	sermon	on	Esther	and	how	that	all	ties	in.	I’m	excited	about	this	series,	church.	I’m	really	
excited.	Are	you	excited,	Red	Oak?	Are	you	excited	about	Sunday?	Are	you	excited	about	hearing	God’s	Word	and	seeing	
how	it	all	ties	together?	We	need	to	be	a	church	that	loves	the	Scripture	and	I	think	we	are.		

So,	kill	the	dragon	and	get	the	girl.	That’s	the	story	and	we	serve	a	God	who	has	certainly	done	that	and	who	is	
capable	of	doing	it.	

Tonight’s	doxology	or	benediction	will	be	from	Romans	16:25,	
	
“Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	strengthen	you	according	to	my	gospel	and	the	preaching	of	Jesus	Christ,	according	

to	the	revelation	of	the	mystery	that	was	kept	secret	for	long	ages	26	but	has	now	been	disclosed	and	through	the	
prophetic	writings	has	been	made	known	to	all	nations,	according	to	the	command	of	the	eternal	God,	to	bring	about	the	
obedience	of	faith—	27	to	the	only	wise	God	be	glory	forevermore	through	Jesus	Christ!	Amen.”

																																																													
34	http://augustineclassical.org/kill-the-dragon-get-the-girl/		
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October	4,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Genesis	4	–	Cain	&	Able	
Spencer	Davis	
	
	 Tonight	I	want	to	talk	about	Cain	and	Able	and	to	do	that	I	want	to	back	up	into	Genesis	3,	so	if	you	have	your	
Bible	let’s	go	to	Genesis	3.	We	are	going	to	look	at	the	Garden;	specifically	about	when	Adam	and	Eve	got	kicked	out	of	
the	Garden	and	what	happened	next	with	Cain,	and	Able,	and	Seth,	and	the	rest	of	their	line.	So,	we	will	start	in	Genesis	
3:1,	
	

	 Now	the	serpent	was	more	crafty	than	any	other	beast	of	the	field	that	the	Lord	God	had	
made.	He	said	to	the	woman,	“Did	God	actually	say,	‘You	shall	not	eat	of	any	tree	in	the	garden’?”	2	And	
the	woman	said	to	the	serpent,	“We	may	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	trees	in	the	garden,	3	but	God	said,	‘You	
shall	not	eat	of	the	fruit	of	the	tree	that	is	in	the	midst	of	the	garden,	neither	shall	you	touch	it,	lest	you	
die.’”	4	But	the	serpent	said	to	the	woman,	“You	will	not	surely	die.	5	For	God	knows	that	when	you	eat	of	it	
your	eyes	will	be	opened,	and	you	will	be	like	God,	knowing	good	and	evil.”	

	
This	was	a	promise	given	to	Eve.	The	temptation	was	laid	out	and	it	wasn’t	so	much	about	fruit;	it	was	really	

about	being	able	to	call	her	own	shots.	The	serpent	said,	“You’ll	be	like	God.	Not	only	will	you	know	what’s	good	and	
what’s	evil.”	

The	trees	have	always	confused	me	a	little	bit.	You	know,	when	you	think	about	it,	in	the	Garden	there	were	two	
trees;	you	had	the	Tree	of	the	Knowledge	of	Good	and	Evil	and	then	you	had	the	Tree	of	Life.	The	serpent	tempts	Eve	
with	the	promise	that	if	she	eats	of	the	Tree	of	the	Knowledge	of	Good	and	Evil	that	she	will	be	like	God,	in	that	she	will	
know	good	and	evil.	But,	didn’t	Adam	and	Eve	already	know	good	and	evil,	to	a	point?	They	knew	that	good	was	
following	the	Lord	and	not	eating	the	fruit.	They	knew	that	evil	was	eating	and	disobeying	the	Lord.	What	exactly	was	
the	serpent	promising	them?	I	think	that	when	the	serpent	is	tempting	Eve,	he	is	striking	a	nerve	that	says,	“God	really	
calls	the	shots	around	here	and	if	you	eat	of	this	you	can	do	that,	too.	You	can	be	like	God.	You	can	decide	what’s	good	
and	evil.	You	can	delineate	between	those	two	and	you	will	know	what’s	good	and	what’s	evil.”		

Remember,	two	weeks	ago	Brody	talked	about	how	Eve	ate	the	fruit	and	she	gave	some	to	her	husband	who	
was	with	her	and	he	ate.	Then,	the	Lord	sends	down	curses,	and	we	saw	two	weeks	ago	how	much	grace	there	was	in	
the	curses.	The	first	Gospel	was	set	up	even	back	then,	when	God	said	that	one	day	the	seed	of	woman	was	going	to	
crush	the	head	of	the	serpent.	We	looked	at	that	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	so	I	want	to	look	at	what	happens	next	as	these	
guys	get	booted	out	of	the	Garden,	and	what	happens	with	them	and	with	their	sons.	

So,	we	are	going	to	go	to	Genesis	3:22-24.	After	the	curses,	it	says	this,	
	

“Then	the	Lord	God	said,	“Behold,	the	man	has	become	like	one	of	us	in	knowing	good	and	evil.	
Now,	lest	he	reach	out	his	hand	and	take	also	of	the	tree	of	life	and	eat,	and	live	forever—“	
	
Dot…dot…dot…God	kind	of	leaves	that	sentence	hanging,	and	the	next	thing	that	happens	is	that	they	get	

booted	out	of	the	Garden.	So,	what	did	God	mean	when	He	said,	“Look,	the	man	has	become	like	one	of	us	in	knowing	
good	and	evil”?	

I	think	there	are	a	couple	of	things	to	think	about	as	we	look	at	these	confusing	trees	that	are	in	the	Garden.	
When	Adam	and	Eve	ate,	did	the	serpent’s	promise	come	true?	Were	they	now	deity?	Were	they	now	gods?	Were	they	
now	able	to	decide	right	and	wrong	or	good	and	evil?	Were	they	on	a	plane	of	existence	like	God?	Absolutely	not.	They	
had	a	new	knowledge	that	they	never	had	before	but	it	was	really	experiential.	Now	they	knew	and	felt	evil.	They	had	
experienced	it	for	the	first	time.	So,	in	that,	are	they	like	God?	Yes	and	no.	They	have	a	new	knowledge,	but	has	God	
ever	committed	evil?	No,	so	they	are	not	like	God	in	that	they	have	experienced	evil	like	God	has	experienced	evil,	
because	God	doesn’t	do	evil.	So,	what	does	it	mean	that,	“They	have	become	like	one	of	us	in	knowing	good	and	evil”?	I	
think	we	will	get	some	clarity	as	we	look	at	the	next	tree.	God	said,	“Now,	lest	he	reach	out	his	hand	and	take	also	of	the	
tree	of	life	and	eat,	and	live	forever—”	
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Here’s	where	the	confusion	comes	in.	What	would	have	happened	if	Adam	and	Eve	would	have	eaten	from	the	
Tree	of	Life?	There	are	a	couple	of	different	schools	of	thought	here.	Could	they	have	eaten	from	the	Tree	of	Life?	If	they	
ate	from	the	Tree	of	Life	would	that	have	sealed	the	deal	like	Satan	said;	they	had	become	like	God	and	now	they	would	
live	forever?	No,	we	know	that	wouldn’t	have	happened.	The	second	option	is,	what	if	God	hadn’t	kicked	them	out	of	
the	Garden	and	they	ate	of	the	Tree	of	Life?	Would	they	have	lived	forever	in	their	sin?	Could	they	have	eaten	of	that	
Tree	of	Life	and	then	God	kicked	them	out	of	the	Garden	and	they	lived	forever	in	their	sin,	never	dying?	I	think	not	on	
this	too,	because	God	said	that	in	the	day	they	ate	of	it	they	would	die,	and	God	is	not	going	to	contradict	His	own	
promises.	So,	what	is	the	temptation	here	with	the	Tree	of	Life?	Because	the	Tree	of	Life	plays	a	big	role	in	this	chapter	
and	then	it	kind	of	fades	off.	We	don’t	see	a	lot	of	people	trying	to	get	back	into	the	Garden.	Nobody	is	trying	to	sneak	
back	into	the	Garden	and	get	a	taste	of	the	Tree	of	Life	and	be	redeemed.	The	other	option	is	that	these	guys	couldn’t	
have	eaten	of	the	Tree	of	Life.		

Listen	to	this	interesting	perspective;	Calvin35	suggests	that	God	may	have	used	this	way	of	speaking	as	a	final	
way	to	kind	of	humble	the	man.	God	sort	of	said	this	within	earshot	of	the	man,	pointing	out	that	he	disobeyed	and	it	
did	not	do	what	he	wanted.	Disobedience	didn’t	have	the	desired	effect.	Because,	at	this	point	in	the	story,	it	seems	like	
Adam	isn’t	really	repentant.	He	hasn’t	had	a	lot	of	chance	to	be	repentant,	but	we	will	see	later	on	that	it	seems	like	he	
does	repent,	because	most	of	his	sons	(not	Cain)	end	up	knowing	about	the	Lord	and	sacrificing	to	the	Lord.	They	end	up	
following	the	Lord	and	Adam	has	a	godly	line	through	Seth,	so	it	seems	like	Adam	does	repent	eventually.	So,	Calvin	
suggests	that	God	may	have	used	this	way	of	speaking	as	a	final	way	to	humble	the	man.	Here’s	what	he	says,	

	
"This	was	an	ironical	reproof	by	which	God	not	only	pricked	the	heart	of	man	but	pierced	it	through	and	
through.	He	[God]	did	not,	however,	cruelly	triumph	over	the	miserable	and	afflicted	but,	according	to	
the	necessity	of	the	disease,	applied	a	more	drastic	remedy.	For	though	Adam	was	confounded	and	
astonished	at	his	calamity,	yet	he	did	not	so	deeply	reflect	on	its	cause	as	to	become	weary	of	his	pride,	
that	he	might	learn	to	embrace	true	humility.”36	
	
Calvin	goes	on	to	say	that,	
	
“Even	if	Adam	had	eaten	the	whole	of	that	tree,	he	would	not	have	been	able	to	enjoy	life	against	the	
will	of	God.	But	God,	out	of	respect	to	His	own	institution	connected	life	with	the	external	sign,	until	the	
promise	should	be	taken	away	from	it.	There	never	was	any	intrinsic	efficacy	in	the	tree,	but	God	made	it	
life-giving	insofar	as	He	had	sealed	His	grace	to	man	as	He	used	it.	In	short,	God	resolved	to	wrest	out	of	
the	hands	of	man	what	gave	grounds	for	confidence,	in	case	he	should	form	for	himself	a	vain	hope	of	
the	perpetuity	of	life	that	he	had	lost.”	
	
That’s	a	pretty	wordy	quote,	right?	It’s	a	bit	difficult	to	understand.	What	Calvin	is	saying	is	that	even	if	man	had	

consumed	the	whole	tree,	it	wasn’t	the	tree	that	gave	life.	It	was	God	that	gave	life.	He	sealed	life	to	this	tree.		
Now,	in	this	instance	where	God	is	saying	that	He	will	kick	man	out	of	the	Garden	so	that	he	won’t	eat	of	the	

tree	and	live	forever,	God	is	taking	away	any	hope	that	man	has	of	coming	to	life	apart	from	God.	Basically,	this	
spotlighted	God	as	Adam’s	only	future	hope.	Returning	to	the	Garden	and	eating	from	the	tree	would	have	done	
nothing.	It	would	not	have	brought	life	the	way	that	Adam	would	have	thought.	

So,	verse	23,	
	

“Therefore	the	Lord	God	sent	him	out	from	the	Garden	of	Eden	to	work	the	ground	from	which	he	
was	taken.	24	He	drove	out	the	man,	and	at	the	east	of	the	Garden	of	Eden	he	placed	the	cherubim	and	a	
flaming	sword	that	turned	every	way	to	guard	the	way	to	the	tree	of	life.”	
	
So,	man	is	not	just	sent	out	from	the	Garden,	he	is	driven	out.	He	is	shoved	out	of	the	Garden	and	he	is	sent	to	

work	the	ground.	So,	picture	this	–	think	about	it	for	a	minute.	Amy	and	I	were	talking	about	this	yesterday;	picture	what	

																																																													
35	Calvin,	John.	From	his	commentary	on	Genesis	3	&	4.	http://www.christianity.com/bible/comments/genesis/calvin/genesis3.htm		
36	Quoted	from	the	Crossway	Classic	Commentary	by	Alister	McGrath	and	J.I.	Packer	Genesis	–	Calvin,	p.	51;	2001.	
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it	must	have	been	like	for	Adam.	You	are	in	this	lush	Garden	with	all	this	fruit	and	all	these	animals	and	then,	all	of	a	
sudden,	you	are	sent	out—not	just	sent	out,	but	driven	out—from	this	Garden	into	the	world	that	is	cursed;	into	a	
ground	that	is	cursed.	I	wonder	just	how	much	it	looked	different.	Think	about	the	plant	life	and	think	about	the	ground.	
Where	it	was	so	fertile	and	lush	now	it	has	thorns	and	thistles.	It’s	not	the	same.	The	difficult	work	really	starts	now.		

They	are	driven	out	and	then	what	is	placed	outside	the	Garden?	On	the	east	side	of	the	Garden,	God	places	a	
cherubim	and	a	flaming	sword.	Now,	this	is	not	just	symbolic.	A	lot	of	times	in	Scripture	when	you	see	the	presence	of	
God—not	every	time	but	a	lot	of	times—when	you	see	the	presence	of	God	it	is	accompanied	by	these	two	items.	You	
see	the	cherubim	over	and	over	and	you	also	see	flames	over	and	over	around	God.	

If	you	look	in	Revelation	4,	it	pictures	God	seated	on	His	throne	and	surrounding	Him	are	cherubim	and	flame.	
Different	times,	you	will	see	flame	on	a	wheel	or	flames	spinning.	In	Ezekiel	10,	God	is	on	His	chariot	and	surrounding	
the	chariot	are	cherubim	and	flaming	wheels.	Even	when	you	look	at	the	presence	of	God	in	the	Old	Testament,	in	
places	like	the	Tabernacle,	you	see	that	as	they	move	from	the	outer	court	into	the	Holy	Place,	before	they	go	into	the	
Most	Holy	Place,	there	is	the	veil	or	curtain	that	separates	the	Holy	Place	from	the	Most	Holy	Place.	If	you	remember,	
from	our	study	in	Exodus,	what	was	sewn	into	the	veil?	Images	of	the	cherubim.	Even	the	Mercy	Seat,	itself,	on	the	Ark	
of	the	Covenant	where	the	Law	was	kept,	was	a	lid	of	three	inches	of	solid	gold,	and	there	were	these	images	of	
cherubim	with	their	wings	out	and	toward	one	another.	So,	most	places	where	you	see	God’s	presence	in	the	Old	
Testament,	and	even	in	the	New	Testament,	you	will	see	it	kind	of	symbolically	guarded	by	cherubim	and	flame,	over	
and	over.	

So,	here,	when	Adam	and	Eve	are	kicked	out	of	the	Garden,	there	is	a	guardian	that	is	set	in	place.	A	cherubim	
with	flame	is	not	only	guarding	the	way	to	the	Tree	of	Life,	but	is	symbolically	saying	that	what	is	lost	is	God’s	presence.	
“You	are	no	longer	connected	to	Me	in	the	way	that	you	once	were.	Things	are	totally	different	now.”	The	result	of	this	
outing	is	that	the	heavenly	guard	is	effective,	because	man	never	tries	to	get	back	into	the	Garden.	It’s	not	a	priority	in	
the	Old	Testament.	Nobody	is	really	searching	for	a	way	back	into	the	lush	greenery.	What’s	emphasized	is	the	loss	of	
God’s	presence,	and	now	man	is	always	trying	to	find	a	way	back	into	God’s	favor.	This	is	by	God’s	grace,	of	course,	
because	man	will	not	seek	that	naturally.	The	cherubim	and	the	sword	reflect	the	loss	of	the	presence	of	God.	

So,	when	we	looked	at	the	curses	we	saw	a	lot	of	things	that	sin	brought.	But	two	things	are	really	clear.	First,	
sin	brings	separation	from	God.	Here	in	the	Garden	it	is	really	evident	because	they	are	kicked	out	of	the	Garden	and	the	
cherubim	is	placed	there	as	if	to	say,	“The	presence	of	God	is	here	and	you	are	there.”	Sin	brings	separation	from	God.	
The	second	thing	that	sin	brings	is	death.	Think	about	this.	We	have	a	context	for	understanding	death,	right?	We	all	
have	loved	ones	who	have	died.	We’ve	all	seen	dead	animals.	We’ve	seen	death,	we’ve	heard	about	death,	and	we’ve	
heard	stories	of	people	dying,	so	we	have	a	context	to	understand	it.	But,	think	about	how	terrifying	it	must	have	been	
for	Adam	and	Eve	to	hear,	“You	are	going	to	stop	living.”		

When	God	hands	down	the	verses	in	Genesis	3,	starting	in	verse	14,		
	

“Because	you	have	done	this,	cursed	are	you	above	all	livestock	and	above	all	beasts	of	the	field;	
on	your	belly	you	shall	go,	and	dust	you	shall	eat	all	the	days	of	your	life.	15	I	will	put	enmity	between	you	
and	the	woman,	and	between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	he	shall	bruise	your	head,	and	you	shall	
bruise	his	heel.	16	To	the	woman	he	said,	‘I	will	surely	multiply	your	pain	in	childbearing;	in	pain	you	shall	
bring	forth	children.	Your	desire	shall	be	for	your	husband,	and	he	shall	rule	over	you.’	17	And	to	Adam	he	
said,	‘Because	you	have	listened	to	the	voice	of	your	wife	and	have	eaten	of	the	tree	of	which	I	
commanded	you,	“You	shall	not	eat	of	it,”	cursed	is	the	ground	because	of	you;	in	pain	you	shall	eat	of	it	
all	the	days	of	your	life.’”	
	
Time	out.	So,	you	might	think	this	makes	sense	because	we	have	lives	that	end,	but	for	Adam	that	phrase,	“You	

shall	eat	of	it	all	the	days	of	your	life,”	must	have	made	him	think,	“What?	There	are	days	that	are	not	days	of	my	life?	
What	are	you	saying?”	Think	about	the	concept.	We	have	a	context	for	understanding	death;	Adam	didn’t.		

	
“You	will	eat	of	it	all	the	days	of	your	life;	thorns	and	thistles	it	shall	bring	forth	for	you;	and	you	

shall	eat	the	plants	of	the	field.	19	By	the	sweat	of	your	face	you	shall	eat	bread,	till	you	return	to	the	
ground,	for	out	of	it	you	were	taken;	for	you	are	dust,	and	to	dust	you	shall	return.”	
	



34	
	

Think	about	how	devastating	it	is	that	sin	not	only	brings	separation	from	God,	as	you	are	cast	out	into	the	
world,	but	sin	also	brings	death.	You	will	stop	one	day.	It’s	terrifying.	

With	that	context,	we	will	jump	into	Genesis	4	and	into	the	story	of	Cain	and	Able.	In	verse	1,	what	happens	
next?	

	
“Now	Adam	knew	Eve	his	wife,	and	she	conceived	and	bore	Cain,	saying,	“I	have	gotten	a	man	

with	the	help	of	the	Lord.”	
	
Cain’s	name	means	“gotten.”	That’s	really	creative.	Eve’s	like,	“I	got	a	man!	Whoo-hoo!”	But,	think	about	how	

confusing	this	must	have	been	for	Eve.	She’s	never	seen	birth	before.	Some	commentators	believe	she’s	probably	never	
even	seen	animals	give	birth,	depending	on	how	long	they’ve	been	in	the	Garden.	So,	think	about	how	much	the	
confusion	added	to	the	anxiety	of	childbirth.	You	ladies,	who	have	given	birth,	imagine	if	nobody	had	ever	done	it	
before;	if	all	of	a	sudden	things	just	started	happening,	and	your	belly	just	started	growing.	I	wonder	if	they	knew,	
“There’s	a	man	in	here,”	or	if	Adam	was	like,	“Eve,	lay	off	on	the	potatoes.”	Her	belly	just	kept	on	growing	and	growing.	
But,	think	about	how	freaked	out	she	must	have	been	because	she’s	heard	that	she’s	going	to	give	birth	and	she’s	going	
to	die.	I	wonder	if	she	is	wondering,	“Is	this	death?	Is	this	how	it	starts?”	They	had	never	seen	it	before,	so	imagine	how	
freaked	out	she	is.	Then,	at	the	end,	when	she	gives	birth,	it’s	almost	like	a	praise	to	the	Lord;	she	conceived	and	bore	
Cain,	saying,	“I	got	a	man	with	the	help	of	the	Lord—a	little	man!”		

Talk	about	grace	and	the	curses.	There	is	still	grace	to	multiply.	You	know,	in	the	first	chapter,	when	God	was	
creating	things,	He	blessed	things	and	said,	“Multiply.”	The	birds,	He	blessed	and	said,	“Multiply.”	The	animals,	He	
blessed	them	and	said,	“Multiply.”	The	fish,	He	blessed	and	told	them	to	multiply.	Eve	was	blessed	with	grace	even	after	
the	curse.	

So,	I	want	to	come	back	to	what	Zach	was	talking	about	last	week.	Because,	remember	they	have	been	given	
these	curses	but	they’ve	also	been	given	this	hope	that	one	day	there	is	going	to	be	a	seed	of	this	woman	who	is	going	
to	crush	the	head	of	the	serpent.	I	have	to	imagine—and	the	Bible	does	line	this	out—but	I	have	to	imagine	that	when	
they	have	a	kid,	they	are	thinking,	“This	is	it.	This	is	the	end.	That	was	a	tough	few	weeks.	Tilling	that	garden	was	tough	
for	these	last	few	months	but,	thankfully,	Cain	is	going	to	handle	business.”	I	imagine	this;	I	wonder	if	Adam	would	sit	his	
sons	on	his	knee	and	tell	them	things	like,	“If	a	snake	comes	around	don’t	listen	to	him.”	Because,	Adam	lives	on	and	it	
seems	like	he’s	repentant;	it	seems	like	he	is	teaching	his	sons	to	follow	the	Lord.	So,	the	natural	course	of	action	would	
be	for	him	to	tell	them,	“Man,	here’s	how	I	messed	up.”	I	hope	he	did.	What	a	cool	thought	to	think	about—the	first	
little	family	on	Earth,	gathering	around	and	talking	about	Yahweh.	“Daddy,	tell	me	again	about	the	fruit.	Tell	me	again	
about	what	it	was	like	in	the	Garden.”	Then	Adam	says,	“We	never	should	have,	but	we	listened	to	the	serpent.	Cain,	if	
you	see	a	snake…Able,	if	you	see	a	snake…don’t	listen	to	it.	See	if	you	can	crush	his	head.”	Seriously,	I	wonder	if	they	
were	saying,	“See	if	you	can	crush	his	head.”	These	guys	are	their	offspring	and	they	have	been	told	that	their	offspring	
are	going	to	end	it.	“Crush	the	snake’s	head.”	

So,	it	goes	on.	Genesis	4:1-2,	
	

“Now	Adam	knew	Eve	his	wife,	and	she	conceived	and	bore	Cain,	saying,	“I	have	gotten	a	man	
with	the	help	of	the	Lord.”	2	And	again,	she	bore	his	brother	Abel.	Now	Abel	was	a	keeper	of	sheep,	and	
Cain	a	worker	of	the	ground.”	
	
Cain’s	the	older	brother	and	Able’s	the	younger	brother.	Now,	one	thing	to	note	here,	because	we	are	looking	at	

Christ	in	these	big	stories	that	you’ve	heard	as	a	kid;	sometimes	we	can	see	common	themes	or	motifs	going	through	the	
Scripture	and	here	is	one.	A	lot	of	times	in	Scripture	we	see	the	motif	of	the	younger	brother	being	the	chosen	one	or	
the	special	one.	Think	about	it.	With	Able,	he	is	the	one	who	does	right.	The	prodigal	son	is	the	younger	one	who	
eventually	comes	back.	You	think	about	David,	who	was	the	youngest	son	of	Jesse.	You	think	about	Joseph,	and	
Benjamin,	and	Jacob,	and	Isaac—they	are	all	the	younger	sons.	So,	if	you	didn’t	know	the	rest	of	the	story	you	would	
think	that	Able,	the	younger	son,	would	be	the	chosen	one.	Able’s	name	means	“breath,”	or	“empty,”	or	“nothing,”	or	
“quick.”	Maybe	it’s	foretelling	what	kind	of	death	Able	is	going	to	die—pretty	quick.	Old	Testament	names	mean	
something.	Maybe	it’s	feeling	the	weight	of	what	Psalm	144	says,	in	that,	“Man	is	like	a	breath	and	his	days	are	like	a	
passing	shadow.”		
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It	says	that	Cain	was	a	keeper	of	the	sheep	and	Able	was	a	worker	of	the	ground.	As	we	will	see	later	on,	one	
profession	isn’t	better	than	another.	It’s	not	like	God	was	like,	“I	sure	do	like	shepherds	and	I	sure	don’t	like	farmers.”	
God	didn’t	have	a	preference.	But,	it	seems	that	this	younger	brother	was	pleasing	to	the	Lord.		

Another	motif	that	runs	through	Scripture	is	that	shepherds	are	seen	in	a	good	light.	There	were	shepherds	that	
the	angels	appeared	to.	Younger	boys	were	shepherds	and	maybe	it	was	just	because	they	were	younger,	but	there	is	a	
common	theme	of	the	younger	sons	and	shepherds	being	pleasing	before	the	Lord.	

Verse	3,	
	

“In	the	course	of	time	Cain	brought	to	the	Lord	an	offering	of	the	fruit	of	the	ground,	4	and	Abel	
also	brought	of	the	firstborn	of	his	flock	and	of	their	fat	portions.”	
	
Think	about	the	wording.	Cain	brought	an	offering	and	Able	also	brought	from	the	firstborn	of	his	flock	and	from	

their	fat	portions.	Those	are	the	nicest	portions.	
	

“And	the	Lord	had	regard	for	Abel	and	his	offering,	5	but	for	Cain	and	his	offering	he	had	no	
regard.	So	Cain	was	very	angry,	and	his	face	fell.”	
	
This	is	interesting.	I	think	we	can	learn	a	lot	about	the	sin	nature	and	how	it	operates	for	us,	from	the	story	of	

Cain	and	Able.	Because,	with	the	story	of	Adam	and	Eve,	we	are	dealing	with	temptation	from	the	prince	of	darkness.	
We	were	dealing	with	temptation	from	Satan.	But	here,	for	the	first	time,	you	have	guys	who	are	acting	out	of	their	own	
sinful	desires,	that	have	been	handed	down	to	them,	and	their	own	sinful	flesh.	

So,	the	Lord	had	regard	for	Able	and	his	offering	but	He	did	not	have	regard	for	Cain	and	his	offering.	Again,	it’s	
not	like	God	prefers	meat	over	vegetables	or	anything	like	that,	but	it’s	a	commentary	on	the	heart	of	the	boys.	It	wasn’t	
that	his	offering	was	more	pleasing	but	Scripture	specifically	tells	us	why	Able’s	offering	was	more	pleasing.	Their	
offerings	were	different	because	of	their	hearts,	because	Able	brought	the	best	of	what	he	had.	Able	brought	the	
firstborn	of	his	flock	and	their	fat	portions.	That’s	what	it	seems	like.	And	Cain,	it	seems,	brought	whatever;	just	a	
portion	of	it.	In	that	he	was,	it	seems,	worshipping	himself	more	than	God.	I’ll	explain	a	little	bit	more,	but	it	seems	like	
Cain,	in	this	situation,	is	not	bringing	the	best.	It	doesn’t	mention	that	he	brings	the	first	of	his	crops.	It	doesn’t	mention	
that	Cain	brought	the	best	but	it	does	mention	that	Able	brought	the	best.	So,	it	seems	like	Cain,	in	his	offering,	is	being	
religious	by	bringing	an	offering,	but	in	an	empty,	showy	way.	And	we	will	see	that	later	by	the	condition	of	his	heart.	It’s	
just,	“I’m	going	to	bring	an	offering	and	get	it	done.	It’s	what	you	do.”	It	appears	that	his	heart	wasn’t	pleasing	because,	
in	addition,	Genesis	says	that	Able,	himself,	was	pleasing	to	the	Lord.	Yahweh	had	regard	for	Able	and	his	offering.	
Right?	For	the	man—it’s	the	condition	of	his	heart—and	what	he	brought.	But,	for	Cain—this	man	and	his	offering—God	
had	no	regard.	The	wording	here	is	that	God	didn’t	pay	attention	to	his	offering.	God	didn’t	notice	it.	He	ignored	it.	
Wow.	Cain	brought	this	offering	and	God	ignored	it	and	was	pleased	with	Able’s.	

As	a	result,	it	says	that	Cain	was	very	angry	and	his	face	fell.	It’s	not	just	that	he	was	mad	or	put	out,	but	he	was	
very	angry.	This	is	a	second	indicator	of	where	Cain’s	heart	is,	because	think	about	it;	if	Cain’s	heart	was	in	the	right	
place	and	God	ignored	it,	then	Cain	could	come	to	God	and	say,	“Please,	what	can	I	do?	I	want	what	I	bring	to	be	
pleasing	to	you	and	show	honor	to	you,”	and	he	would	come	in	humble	repentance	to	the	Lord	and	then	offer	up	a	
pleasing	offering	to	the	Lord.	But,	this	is	an	indicator	of	where	his	heart	is,	because	not	only	did	he	not	bring	the	best	of	
what	he	had,	but	he	didn’t	respond	to	the	Lord’s	displeasure	with	repentance.	He	responded	with	anger	because	he	felt	
wronged	by	God.	Think	about	it.	Cain	felt	that	God	was	not	worth	the	best.	He	felt	like	God	was	not	worth	his	offering	
and	his	true	worship.	But,	the	second	thing	is	that	Cain	felt	that	God	was	in	the	wrong	for	not	regarding	his	offering,	as	
in,	“God,	you’re	wrong	and	I’m	right.	I	brought	an	offering.	How	dare	you	not	accept	this?”	It’s	an	indicator	of	how	far	
Cain’s	heart	really	was	from	the	Lord.	

But,	look	at	what	happens	next.	This	is	baffling.	Verse	6,	
	

“The	Lord	said	to	Cain,….”	
	
This	seems	obvious	to	us	because	we	have	the	history	but	here	we	read,	“The	Lord	said	to	Cain…”	Didn’t	God	

already	boot	these	guys	out	of	the	Garden?	What	grace	that	God	pursues	sinners!	The	Lord	pursued	Cain	after	they	
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were	booted	out	of	the	Garden.	After	Cain	didn’t	bring	a	pleasing	offering	to	God	and	then	got	angry	with	the	Lord,	God	
again	went	to	Cain	outside	of	the	Garden	and	pursued	him.		

	
“The	Lord	said	to	Cain,	“Why	are	you	angry,	and	why	has	your	face	fallen?	7	If	you	do	well,	will	

you	not	be	accepted?”	
	
It’s	such	grace.	God	warns	Cain,	and	here’s	the	warning,	
	

“And	if	you	do	not	do	well,	sin	is	crouching	at	the	door.	Its	desire	is	for	you,	but	you	must	rule	over	
it.”	
	
It’s	a	gracious	warning.	It’s	amazing	that,	even	though	God	had	sent	and	driven	Adam	and	Eve	out	of	the	

Garden,	He	is	still	communicating	with	them	and	with	their	sinful	kids.	Not	only	that,	but	here,	God	is	approaching	a	
sinner	who	is	in	blatant	rebellion	against	Him.	In	this,	we	have	Adam	and	Eve	tempted	by	the	snake,	and	here	God	is	
tempting,	or	wooing	Cain	toward	the	good.	He	is	pursuing	after	him	and	saying,	“If	you	do	well,	won’t	you	be	accepted?	
Please,	Cain!”	God	is	pursuing	after	him	while	he	is	in	rebellion.	You	might	expect	that	after	God	boots	everyone	out	of	
the	Garden	that	all	sacrifices	would	be	ignored	by	God,	but	even	in	the	Old	Testament	there	is	grace.	God	shows	grace	in	
that	He	pursues	sinners	whose	hearts	are	hardened	against	Him.	He	pursues	us.	God	gives	a	warning	to	Cain.	He	says,	

	
“And	if	you	do	not	do	well,	sin	is	crouching	at	the	door.	Its	desire	is	for	you,	but	you	must	rule	over	

it.”	
	
Apparently,	this	is	one	of	the	most	difficult	verses	to	translate	in	all	the	Old	Testament.	It	is	a	confusing	and	

difficult	verse	in	the	way	that	it’s	worded	in	the	Hebrew.	But,	I	think	God	is	giving	us	kind	of	glimpse	for	the	first	time	
into	how	the	flesh	works.	Because,	remember	that	Cain’s	parents	were	tempted	by	Satan.	Here,	for	the	first	time,	we	
see	something	more	like	James	1:1337,	and	Cain	is	lured	by	his	own	desire.	This	is	how	it	works	with	us.	He	says	that	sin	is	
crouching,	and	it’s	waiting,	and	it	wants	to	rule	you.	It	wants	to	dominate	you	but	you	can	and	must	overcome	it.	It	
wants	to	own	you,	to	rule	you,	to	dominate	you	but	you	must	resist	it.	It’s	an	inner	demon;	the	sin	nature.	Not	an	
outside	influence	this	time,	although	sometimes	it	will	be,	but	it	crouches	at	your	door	having	to	be	resisted	and	
overcome	time	and	time	again.	

This	is	most	likely	the	type	of	temptation	you	are	going	to	face	tonight	when	you	open	your	laptop.	We	talked	
about	this	at	the	end	of	Ephesians;	there	are	dark	powers	and	there	is	temptation	from	the	evil	one,	but	most	of	the	
time,	like	James	says,	we	are	lured	by	our	own	desire	and	enticed.	This	is	how	it	happens	to	us.	So,	God	gives	Cain	a	
warning;	a	gracious	warning.	“Warning!	--	It’s	crouching.	It	wants	to	rule	you,	Cain.	Now	is	your	chance.”	God	is	pursuing	
lost	sinners.	“Warning,	warning…..,”	and	with	this	warning	ringing	in	Cain’s	ears	look	at	what	he	does	next.	

	
Verse	8,	

“Cain	spoke	to	Abel	his	brother.	And	when	they	were	in	the	field,	Cain	rose	up	against	his	brother	
Abel	and	killed	him.”	
	
That’s	a	dark	verse.	It’s	easy	because	we	know	the	story,	but	think	about	the	first	sibling	pair;	one	murders	the	

other	because	God	was	pleased	with	Able’s	offering	but	was	not	pleased	with	Cain’s	sinful	offering.	We	don’t	know	what	
Cain	says	to	his	brother	but	it	seems	like,	with	the	warning	ringing	in	his	ears,	that	Cain	invites	his	brother	to	the	
slaughter.	He	lures	him	into	his	net	and	he	crouches,	like	sin,	and	he	overtakes	his	unsuspecting	brother.	The	parallels	
here	are	really	interesting.	At	the	tree	with	Adam	and	Eve	it’s	really	quick	snapshots.	She	took—she	ate—she	gave	it	to	
her	husband—he	ate.	It’s	like	that	again	with	Cain	and	his	brother:	Cain	spoke—they	went	to	the	field—Cain	rose	up—
Cain	killed	him.	It’s	really	quick	snapshots.	We	are	not	told	what	he	told	his	brother	or	how	he	killed	his	brother	but	we	
know	that	it’s	premeditated.	He	invited	him	out	into	the	field	and	then	it	repeats,	for	effect,	over	and	over,	“His	
brother…his	brother…his	brother…his	brother.”	Cain	spoke	to	Able,	“his	brother”;	Cain	rose	up	against	“his	brother;	The	

																																																													
37	“Let	no	one	say	when	he	is	tempted,	“I	am	being	tempted	by	God,”	for	God	cannot	be	tempted	with	evil,	and	he	himself	tempts	no	one.”	
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Lord	said	to	Cain,	“Where	is	Able,	your	brother?”;	“I	don’t	know.	Am	I	my	brother’s	keeper?”;	“What	have	you	done?	
The	voice	of	your	brother	is	crying	from	the	ground.”	This	is	dark,	black	premeditated	sin.		

	
“Then	the	Lord	said	to	Cain….”	

	
God	is	pursuing	lost	sinners,	again.		
	

“Then	the	Lord	said	to	Cain,	“Where	is	Abel	your	brother?”	He	said,	“I	do	not	know;	am	I	my	
brother's	keeper?”	
	
Feel	the	hostility	here.	Think	about	when	Adam	is	approached	by	God.	God	says,	“Who	told	you	you	were	

naked?	Did	you	eat	of	the	fruit?”	and	Adam	said,	“Well,	she	did.”	He	deflected	it,	right?	So,	here,	in	one	generation,	look	
how	much	it’s	degenerated.	Cain	said,	“I	don’t	know,”	and	he	outright	lies	to	God.	Where	Adam	deflected,	Cain	defiantly	
lied	and	said,	“I	don’t	know.”	On	top	of	that,	Cain	sasses	God,	and	says,	“Am	I	supposed	to	keep	track	of	my	brother?”	As	
in,	“My	brother	keeps	track	of	sheep.	Am	I	supposed	to	shepherd	my	brother	along?”	

	
“10	And	the	Lord	said,	“What	have	you	done?	The	voice	of	your	brother's	blood	is	crying	to	me	

from	the	ground.”	
	
Here,	Able’s	blood	is	pictured	crying	to	God	for	vengeance.	If	you	look	in	the	Scriptures,	you	frequently	see	this	

word	“crying”	to	God.	In	Genesis	41,	it’s	a	desperate	cry	of	men	without	food.	In	Exodus	14,	it	is	of	men	expecting	to	die.	
In	Judges	4,	it’s	of	men	oppressed	by	their	enemies.	In	Deuteronomy	22,	it’s	the	scream	for	help	of	a	woman	being	
raped.	It’s	a	plea	to	God	of	the	victims	of	injustice,	in	Exodus	20.	The	Law,	the	Prophets,	and	the	Psalms	unite	with	
narratives	like	this	to	assert	that	God	does	hear	His	people’s	desperate	cries	for	help.	Apparently,	as	Cain	is	killing	his	
brother	there	is	blood	shed.	His	blood	is	spilled	out	on	the	ground.	It	was	a	violent	death	and	there	was	blood	shed.	

	
Verse	11,	

“And	now	you	are	cursed	from	the	ground,	which	has	opened	its	mouth	to	receive	your	brother's	
blood	from	your	hand.	12	When	you	work	the	ground,	it	shall	no	longer	yield	to	you	its	strength.	You	shall	
be	a	fugitive	and	a	wanderer	on	the	earth.”	
	
Think	about	it.	God	pursues	after	Cain.	He	pursues	after	him,	and	pursues	after	him,	and	finally	Cain	wants	

nothing	to	do	with	the	Lord.	He	says,	“Am	I	my	brother’s	keeper?	I	don’t	know	where	he	is.”	Then,	this	verse	starts	in	a	
terrifying	way.	God	says,	“And	now….”	He	is	getting	ready	to	hand	down	the	judgment.	If	you	see,	it	says,	“You	are	
cursed	from	the	ground.	When	you	work	the	ground,	it	shall	no	longer	yield	to	you	its	strength.”	Wasn’t	the	ground	
already	cursed?	So,	for	Cain,	it’s	double-cursed.	The	ground	was	already	tough	to	work	but	God	says	to	Cain	that	it’s	not	
going	to	give	anything	to	him	anymore.	Cain	is	doubly	cursed	and	no	longer	able	to	grow	anything.		

Think	about	Cain;	this	is	all	he’s	known	how	to	do.	There	isn’t	another	job	waiting	around	the	corner	for	Cain.	
This	is	all	he	knows	how	to	do	and	God	says,	“It	will	no	longer	produce	anything	for	you.”	So	he’s	forced	to	wander	
around,	and	scavenge,	and	beg.	All	of	his	family	relationships	are	severed	and	his	relationship	with	God	is	severed,	and	
like	his	father	before	him,	Cain	is	sent	out	from	the	presence	of	God,	only	this	time	it	seems	much	more	severe.		

Look	at	what	happens	next.	In	verses	13-14,	Cain	says	it	is	“too	much.”	
	

“Cain	said	to	the	Lord,	“My	punishment	is	greater	than	I	can	bear.	14	Behold,	you	have	driven	me	
today	away	from	the	ground,	and	from	your	face	I	shall	be	hidden.	I	shall	be	a	fugitive	and	a	wanderer	on	
the	Earth,	and	whoever	finds	me	will	kill	me.”	
	
He	didn’t	accept	God’s	punishment.	He	said,	“No.	That’s	too	harsh.	That	is	too	harsh!”	There	are	a	lot	of	parallels	

between	Adam’s	story	and	his	son’s	story.	Some	of	the	things	that	are	similar:	
• Adam	and	Cain	both	sinned	against	God.	
• God	came	looking	for	both	Adam	and	Cain.	
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• God	asked	both	of	them	a	question	that	He	already	knew	the	answer	to,	giving	them	an	opportunity	to	
repent.	

• God	cursed	both	Adam	and	Cain.	
• Both	were	sent	out	from	the	presence	of	God.	
There	are	a	lot	of	similarities	but	there	are	a	lot	of	differences,	too.	See	how	much	sin	has	progressed	in	one	

generation.	
• Cain	wasn’t	tempted	by	a	snake	but	he	submitted	to	inner	hostility	against	God.	
• Cain	posed	as	pleasing	to	the	Lord,	offering	a	sacrifice,	which	showed	a	deeper	evil.	
• Yahweh	approached	Cain	with	grace	and	help	after	his	sin.	
• When	confronted	with	his	sin,	Adam	deflected	and	Cain	outright	lied,	saying,	“I	don’t	know.”	
• On	top	of	this	lie,	Cain	sarcastically	bit	back	at	Yahweh,	“Am	I	my	brother’s	keeper?”	
• Adam	submitted	to	the	curse	given	to	him	but	Cain	bucked	at	his,	“It’s	too	much!”	
	

“Then	the	Lord	said	to	him,	“Not	so!	If	anyone	kills	Cain,	vengeance	shall	be	taken	on	him	
sevenfold.”	And	the	Lord	put	a	mark	on	Cain,	lest	any	who	found	him	should	attack	him.	16	Then	Cain	went	
away	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord	and	settled	in	the	land	of	Nod,	east	of	Eden.”	
	
So,	Cain	leaves	the	presence	of	the	Lord.	What	grace	that	God’s	grace	is	still	around,	even	after	humans	are	

kicked	out.	God	pursues	sinners.	
It’s	kind	of	strange	in	that	God	says,	“You	will	wander	the	Earth,”	and	then	in	the	very	next	verse	it	says,	“And	

Cain	settled	down.”	Isn’t	that	weird?	God	says,	“You	are	going	to	wander	around	and	be	a	fugitive,”	but	then	Cain	settles	
down	in	the	land	of	Nod,	East	of	Eden.	This	is	not	settled	happily,	in	the	sense	of	being	able	to	farm	and	work	the	land.	
This	is	rather	as	a	vagabond.	The	very	name	“Nod,”	of	the	land,	means	wandering.	He	does	seem	content,	though,	to	be	
separated	from	Yahweh.	He	is	happy	in	his	sin;	unrepentant	until	the	end.	Jesus	comments	later	that	Cain	seems	like	
those	who	love	the	darkness	rather	than	the	light.	

A	lot	of	people	say	that	maybe	Cain	was	just	troubled,	and	that	he	really	wanted	to	seek	the	Lord,	But,	I	think,	
this	is	evidence	that	he	is	unrepentant	and	he	happily	goes	and	settles	down	far	from	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	after	
having	rejected	Him	over	and	over.	

	
“Cain	knew	his	wife,	and	she	conceived	and	bore	Enoch.	When	he	built	a	city,	he	called	the	name	

of	the	city	after	the	name	of	his	son,	Enoch.”	
	
Calvin	suggests	that	Cain	felt	so	unsafe	that	he	walled	up	walls	again	and	again	around	him,	trying	to	produce	

safety	for	himself.	This	idea	of	Cain	as	being	happy	in	his	sin	is	fascinating	to	think	about;	he	is	wandering	and	yet	he	is	
settled.	He	is	wandering	away	from	the	Lord,	cast	out	from	the	presence	of	God,	and	he	is	happy	with	it.	He’s	fine	with	
it.	He’s	probably	still	angry	about	it.	I	think	that	this	text	is	a	lesson	on	sin	because	Cain	decided,	“I	don’t	want	God.	I	
don’t	want	forgiveness.	I	don’t	want	righteousness.	I	want	sin.	I	love	sin.	I’m	going	to	do	what	I	want.	I	decide.	I’m	going	
to	plan	on	this.	God	is	unfair.”	I	think	this	text	is	a	lesson	on	sin	because,	in	reality,	this	is	what	comes	naturally	to	us.	
Naturally,	because	of	the	fall,	we	are	enemies	of	God.	We	may	not	feel	it;	you	may	not	feel	hostile	toward	God,	but	the	
Scripture	will	tell	us	that	because	of	Adam	and	Eve	and	their	sin,	what’s	handed	down	to	us	is	hostility	against	God.	We	
are	settled	into	wandering	and	we	are	happy	away	from	God	until	God	acts	on	us.	

I	think	that,	zooming	back	to	Adam	and	Eve,	for	them	hopes	of	Cain	being	the	one	who	is	going	to	crush	the	
head	of	the	serpent	are	gone.	Their	hopes	of	Able	being	the	one	to	do	it	are	gone,	too.	And	they’ve	probably	had	a	
bunch	of	other	kids	by	now,	because	Cain	is	worried	that	someone	else	is	going	to	kill	him;	so	there	are	other	people	
around.	They	didn’t	just	spring	up,	so	Adam	and	Eve	have	probably	just	continued	to	have	kids.	Cain	has	a	wife	who	
came	from	Adam	and	Eve,	even	though	that	sounds	strange.	They	continued	to	have	kids,	who	had	kids,	who	had	kids,	
but	the	Scripture	highlights	the	next	kid	on	the	scene.	Until	now,	they	had	put	all	their	hope	in	Cain	or	Able	being	the	
one	who	was	going	to	deliver,	but	then	it	comes	to	verse	25	and	Seth	is	born.	It	says,	

	
“And	Adam	knew	his	wife	again,	and	she	bore	a	son	and	called	his	name	Seth,	for	she	said,	“God	

has	appointed	for	me	another	offspring	instead	of	Abel,	for	Cain	killed	him.”	
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If	you	were	here	last	week,	remember	that	Zach	talked	about	this.	“Offspring”	is	the	same	word	as	in	the	verse,	

“One	day	your	‘offspring’	will	crush	the	head	of	the	serpent.”	Seth	was	highlighted	to	bring	attention	to	his	line	but	from	
the	start	it	seems	as	if	Adam	and	Eve	view	this	son	as	different,	saying,	“Maybe	God	has	appointed	another	offspring	to	
replace	Able.”	Maybe	their	hopes	were	dashed	with	Cain,	and	Able,	and	all	their	other	sons,	but	maybe	Eve	remembered	
that	original	promise	and	hoped	that	Seth	would	be	used	to	crush	the	serpent’s	head.	All	their	hopes	in	Cain,	and	all	
their	hopes	in	Able,	then	all	their	hopes	in	Seth,	were,	“Maybe	he’s	going	to	be	the	one	to	deliver	us.”	But,	Seth	doesn’t	
deliver.	Then,	Seth’s	kids	have	kids,	and	their	kids	have	kids,	and	their	kids	have	kids,	and	there	was	no	deliverer.	They	
were	becoming	more	and	more	wicked.		

Seth	had	a	kid	named	Enosh,	Eve’s	grandson.	Maybe	this	would	be	the	deliverer.	Nope.	He	had	a	son	named	
Kenan,	and	he	had	a	son	named	Mahalel,	and	he	had	a	son	named	Jared—maybe	he’s	the	one	to	deliver.	He	had	a	son	
named	Enoch.	If	you	remember	Enoch,	he	“walked	with	God.”38	He	lived	for	three-hundred	and	something	years	and	
then	he	was	so	close	to	God	that	God	just	took	him.	You	would	think	that	maybe	their	hopes	were	on	Enoch	as	he	was	
growing	and	they	saw	that	he	was	so	close	to	the	Lord,	they	might	think,	“Maybe	he’s	the	one.	Maybe	he’s	the	
deliverer.”	But	God	just	took	him	out	of	there.	He	didn’t	die	but	it	wasn’t	Enoch.	So,	maybe	it	was	his	son,	Methuselah39,	
the	oldest.	In	the	Old	Testament,	the	oldest	was	the	most	blessed,	so	maybe	it	was	Methuselah.	But,	it	wasn’t	him.	
Then,	he	had	a	son,	Lamech.	Maybe	it	would	be	Lamech.		

What’s	crazy	is	that	Adam	lived	long	enough	to	see	Lamech	alive.	Lamech	is	Noah’s	daddy.	Can	you	imagine	
Adam’s	crazy	life?	Think	about	it.	He	lived	generation,	after	generation,	after	generation—probably	hoping	and	watching	
all	of	humanity	get	worse,	and	worse,	and	more	sinful,	and	more	sinful—and	maybe	he	was	crying	out	to	the	Lord,	“Let	
it	be	Enoch.	Let	it	be	Methuselah.	Let	it	be	Lamech.”	Then,	Lamech	has	a	son.	In	Genesis	5:20,	when	Lamech’s	son	is	
born,	it	says,	

	
“Out	of	the	ground	that	the	Lord	has	cursed,	this	one	shall	bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	

the	painful	toil	of	our	hands.”	
	
This	one	will	bring	us	Noah—his	name	means	relief	or	rest.	This	one	will	bring	us	rest.	This	is	the	one.	Noah	is	

the	one	who	is	going	to	deliver.	We	can	speculate	that	every	son	was	hoped	to	be	the	deliverer,	but	here	we	have	the	
father’s	own	words.	Maybe	he’s	the	one.	Who	passed	down	that	hope?	Adam	passed	it	down.	The	hope	that	the	next	
son	would	be	the	deliverer.	

But,	Genesis	6:5	tells	us,	
	

“…the	wickedness	of	man	was	great	in	the	earth,	and	that	every	intention	of	the	thoughts	of	his	
heart	was	only	evil	continually.”	
	
Even	Noah,	the	seventh	great-grandson	of	Eve,	doesn’t	deliver	truly.	Does	he	deliver?	In	a	sense.	Obviously	he	is	

used	and	he	delivers	the	people	in	a	sense,	but	he	too	needs	deliverance,	because	four	verses	after	God	made	a	
covenant	with	him	we	see	him	drunk	and	naked	in	his	tent.	He’s	not	the	one.	He’s	not	perfect.		

Sons	came	and	sons	went.	I	think	that	maybe	Abraham	hoped	that	his	son	Isaac	would	deliver.	And	maybe	Isaac	
hoped	in	Jacob,	and	Jacob	hoped	in	Joseph.	Think	of	these	younger	son	motifs	you	see	throughout	the	Scripture.	Maybe	
David,	the	shepherd,	who	was	also	the	youngest	son,	like	Able—maybe	he’s	the	one	to	deliver.	But,	all	sons	of	man	
failed	until	the	Son	of	Man	came.	He	didn’t	fail,	and	He	didn’t	fall,	and	in	the	fullness	of	time,	when	the	time	was	right,	at	
God’s	appointed,	sovereign	time,	He	sent	His	Son	to	crush	the	head	of	the	serpent,	and	He	came	not	to	be	served	but	to	
serve.	He	came	to	lay	down	his	life	and	this	seed	of	the	woman	came	to	crush	the	serpent;	which	He	did	do	at	the	cross	
and	which	He	will	do	at	the	end.		

Romans	5	says	this,	
	

																																																													
38	Genesis	5:22,	24.	
39	Genesis	5:27.	
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“Therefore,	as	one	trespass	led	to	condemnation	for	all	men,	so	one	act	of	righteousness	leads	to	
justification	and	life	for	all	men.	19	For	as	by	the	one	man's	disobedience	the	many	were	made	sinners,	so	
by	the	one	man's	obedience	the	many	will	be	made	righteous.	20	Now	the	law	came	in	to	increase	the	
trespass…”	
	
Whew!	As	if	things	weren’t	bad	enough.	Now	the	law	is	telling	us	exactly	how	we	are	bad	and	how	we	are	

wrong.		
	

“Now	the	law	came	in	to	increase	the	trespass,	but	where	sin	increased,	grace	abounded	all	the	
more,	21	so	that,	as	sin	reigned	in	death,	grace	also	might	reign	through	righteousness	leading	to	eternal	
life	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.”	
	
The	Promised	One	is	the	Seed	who	crushes	the	head	of	the	serpent.	When	Adam	and	Eve	fell,	remember,	

mankind	fell	and	was	dead	and	separated	from	God.	Remember,	at	the	Garden,	the	cherubim	who	guarded	God’s	
presence,	symbolically,	from	man’s	sinfulness.	Remember,	all	throughout	the	Old	Testament,	not	every	time	but	most	
times,	when	you	see	God’s	presence,	it	is	guarded	by	cherubim	and	flame,	cherubim	and	flame.	The	cherubim	guarded	
the	East	entrance	of	the	Garden,	separating	man	from	God’s	presence.	In	the	Temple,	you	see	at	the	East	entrance,	the	
Holy	of	Holies	faced	East.	Again,	there	are	these	motifs	in	Scripture.	We	can’t	do	a	dot-to-dot,	connecting	the	lines	so	
that	every	rock	in	Scripture	leads	to	Jesus,	but	it	is	laid	out	for	us.	At	the	Temple,	there	is	the	veil	that	is	sewn	in	with	
cherubim	and	there	are	candles	and	flames	all	around.	The	veil	separated	us	from	God’s	presence.	The	cherubim	
guarded	the	Mercy	Seat	where	God’s	presence	sat.	But,	eventually,	grace	upon	grace,	the	veil	was	torn.	Christ	was	on	
the	cross.	Think	about	it.	We	say	that	Christ	is	in	every	page	of	Scripture	and	we	see	a	cherubim	and	flame	guarding	the	
Garden,	and	saying,	“No!	Not	into	God’s	presence.”	Christ	on	the	cross,	the	cherubim,	that	veil	is	torn,	and	now	we	have	
access	to	God,	again.	What	a	great	time	to	be	alive.	What	mercy	that	God	shows	us	even	when	we	are	settled	into	
wandering	like	Cain.	Even	when	our	hearts	are	decided	on	sin,	God	pursues	after	sinners.	He	pursues	us	and	then	He	
calls	us.	Like	Paul,	whom	God	pursued	on	the	road	to	Damascus.	Paul	was	on	his	way	to	drag	women	off	into	prison	for	
the	name	of	Christ,	and	Jesus	stopped	it,	interrupted	it,	called	Paul,	and	said,	“No!”	God	called	Paul	out	of	that	and	into	
His	grace.	That’s	what	He	does	for	us;	He	calls	us	out	and	then	He	invites	us	into	God’s	presence,	through	Christ’s	tearing	
the	veil.	

The	cherubim	and	the	flame	remind	us	of	the	loss	of	the	presence	of	God	but,	grace	upon	grace,	eventually	the	
veil	is	torn.	The	cherubim	no	longer	guard	sinful	people	from	God’s	presence.	We,	through	the	seed	of	the	woman,	are	
given	Christ’s	righteousness	and	have	access	to	God’s	presence	again.	What	was	lost	is	regained	and	one	day	will	be	
fully,	praise	the	Lord.	Now	we	have	access	to	God,	and	Hebrews	10:19	says	this,	

	
“Therefore,	brothers,	since	we	have	confidence	to	enter	the	holy	places…..”	

	
You,	if	you	are	a	Christian,	and	me—we	have	confidence	to	enter	the	holy	places	that	were	separated	and	

guarded	for	so	long,	and	now,	not	because	of	our	righteousness	but	because	Christ	gave	us	His	righteousness.	
	

“…We	have	confidence	to	enter	the	holy	places	by	the	blood	of	Jesus,	20	by	the	new	and	living	way	
that	he	opened	for	us	through	the	curtain,	that	is,	through	his	flesh,	21	and	since	we	have	a	great	priest	
over	the	house	of	God,	22	let	us	draw	near	with	a	true	heart	in	full	assurance	of	faith,	with	our	hearts	
sprinkled	clean	from	an	evil	conscience	and	our	bodies	washed	with	pure	water.	23	Let	us	hold	fast	the	
confession	of	our	hope	without	wavering,	for	he	who	promised	is	faithful.”	
	
The	veil	is	torn	and	Jesus	has	triumphed.	Jesus	has	satisfied	God’s	wrath	against	sin	and	given	us	access	to	God’s	

presence.	
We	were	hoping	for	a	son	and	it	wasn’t	Cain.	We	were	hoping	for	a	shepherd	and	it	wasn’t	Able.	We	were	

hoping	for	a	king	and	it	wasn’t	David.	But,	Christ,	the	Son,	the	Shepherd,	is	the	offspring	and	now,	we	are	to	eat	and	
drink	not	from	a	tree	but	we	are	to	eat	and	drink	from	His	blood	and	His	body,	and	it	gives	us	life	eternal.	The	parallels	
are	huge.	I	think	it	is	all	throughout	Scripture.	
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Last	night,	I	was	driving	back	from	the	Georgia	v.	Alabama	game	and	I	was	listening	to	a	sermon	by	a	guy	named	
Ben	Merkel40.	It	was	really	good	and	he	gave	this	illustration	that	really	freaked	me	out.	He	said,	and	I’ll	say	to	you,	do	
you	know	that	in	this	room	there	is	music	right	now?	There	is	music	all	around	and	there	are	also	messages.	There	are	
sermons	in	this	room	and	there	are	a	lot	of	other	things,	if	you	think	about	the	radio	waves	that	are	going	through	this	
room	right	now.	It	freaked	me	out	when	I	really	started	thinking	about	it.	Think	about	how	many	tweets	are	flying	
through	the	air	right	now.	Think	about	it.	You	are	hearing	me	now	because	there	is	some	sort	of	frequency	between	me	
and	back	there,	but	think	about	all	the	radio	stations	that	are	sending	messages	through	this	room.	If	we	had	the	right	
devices;	a	laptop,	an	iPhone,	or	a	billion	of	them,	or	a	huge	server,	or	whatever,	and	we	had	some	radios	we	could	tune	
in.	If	we	filled	this	room	we	wouldn’t	be	able	to	tap	into	all	the	things	that	are	passing	through	this	room	that	are	
unseen.	It	freaked	me	out	when	I	started	thinking	about	how	many	songs	are	around	but	not	being	heard.	It’s	really	
weird.	

But,	think	about	that	and	this	illustration.	If	we	tune	into	these	stories	in	the	Scripture	we	can	see	the	melody	
line	of	Christ	throughout	every	story.	We	can	see	Christ.	Every	page	preaches	Christ.	Every	story	preaches	Jesus	over	and	
over.	Every	story	is	a	setup	for	Jesus.	That’s	why	we	are	doing	this	study.	I	think	about	why	we	are	doing	this	study.	I	
hope	for	you	guys	and	for	me	as	well;	I	hope	that	it’s	not	so	that	we	can	just	go,	“Huh?	I	never	really	realized	the	
cherubim	thing.”	I	hope	that	for	us	is	that	we	can	see	the	larger	reality	that	we	were	far	away	from	God,	like	Cain,	and	in	
His	mercy	God	has	now	granted	us	access	back	into	His	presence.	That’s	huge.	These	aren’t	trivial	things	and	we	aren’t	
just	pointing	out	nuances	of	wording	in	the	Scripture.	This	is	life	and	death.	This,	for	us,	is	all	of	our	hope.	Christ	is	in	
every	page	of	Scripture	and	that’s	all	of	our	hope.	That’s	why	we’re	going	through	this	and	I	pray	that	for	us,	me	
included,	that	we	respond	to	this.	Not	that	we	just	sit	and	think,	“Oh,	I	never	saw	that.	That’s	cool,”	but	that	we’d	
respond.	

I	don’t	know	everybody	in	the	room,	but	some	people	are	likely	not	Christians	in	the	room.	Maybe	you	are	
confused	by	the	message	of	Christ	and	what	we	are	talking	about	Jesus	on	every	page	and	how	Christ	tore	the	veil.	If	
you’re	confused	by	that	but	you	feel	that	you	want	to	respond	to	Christ,	we	would	urge	you	to	talk	tonight	to	one	of	the	
elders.	Talk	to	someone	who	has	been	coming	to	church	for	a	while.	Talk	to	someone	you	know	and	trust.	Talk	to	
someone	who	brought	you	or	who	talked	to	you	about	coming	to	church.	We	urge	you	to	respond	to	that.	That’s	why	
we	are	studying	this;	so	that	we	can	hear	these	stories	that	are	all	about	Christ	and	see	what	a	showcase	of	God’s	grace,	
and	love,	and	mercy	that	the	cross	is,	and	so	that	we	would	listen	and	we	would	respond.	We	would	live	differently	
tomorrow	because	of	what	we	heard	about	Jesus	today.	That	goes	not	just	for	sermons,	but	also	that	when	we	read	the	
Scripture	that	we	would	live	differently	and	we	would	respond	differently.	All	of	this	is	from	Jesus	and	all	of	Scripture	
whispers	His	name.	

I’ll	pray	and	then	we	are	going	to	worship	the	Lord	together.	
Jesus, we love you. God, we thank you that you are the one we were waiting for. You are the one that 

we were waiting for, God, and we thank you that when you came, you didn’t come into the world to condemn 
the world41, because it was clearly already condemned. God, I thank you that we have freedom in you. I 
thank you that you gave us the Scriptures so that we can learn more about you and that, hopefully, we can 
become more like you. I thank you for our church, Lord, and I pray that we would worship you now. In your 
name, I pray, Jesus.

																																																													
40	http://www.benmerkle.com/		
41	John	3:17.		
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October	11,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Genesis	5-9	
Brody	Holloway	
	
	 Go	ahead	in	your	Bibles	and	turn	to	Genesis	6.	I	remember	one	of	our	kids	had	one	of	those	little	things,	a	
mobile,	hanging	over	the	crib.	Oddly	enough,	it	was	a	Noah’s	ark.	I	remember	that	while	I	was	growing	up	that	Noah’s	
ark	was	kind	of	seen	as	a	child’s	story	and	was	something	that	would	be	told	in	children’s	church.	When	I	was	a	kid	we	
had	flannelgraph	and	I	loved	it	when	they	broke	the	flannelgraph	out.	I	can	vividly	remember	several	stories;	one	was	
David	and	Goliath	and	one	was	Noah’s	ark.	There	was	a	boat	and	there	were	several	characters	that	would	be	put	up	on	
the	flannelgraph	and	the	story	would	be	told.	It	was	always	told	as	a	happy	story	and	that’s	odd,	because	God	was	
purging	the	Earth	of	sin	through	wrath	and	destruction.	God	devotes	five	chapters	to	this.	
	 Hurricane	Katrina	happened	in	2005.	We	have	people	in	our	church	who	were	displaced	due	to	Katrina.	I	
remember	that	our	kids	were	at	the	beach	with	their	grandparents	on	the	Gulf	Shore.	They	had	only	been	there	a	couple	
of	days	and	they	had	to	pack	up	and	get	out	of	town.	They	got	out	ahead	of	the	storm	and	we	all	remember	the	wake	of	
that	devastation.	Cities	were	leveled.	I	talked	to	a	guy	this	week	who	said	that,	even	now,	his	church	plans	a	yearly	trip	
to	that	area	of	southern	Louisiana	and	Mississippi.	They’ve	been	going	for	ten	years	and	rebuilding	homes,	and	
businesses,	and	churches.	They	still	haven’t	fully	recovered	from	the	devastation	of	Hurricane	Katrina.	It	did	so	much	
damage.	
	 Some	of	you	might	recall	that	a	year	or	two	before	that	there	was	a	massive	tsunami	that	did	the	most	damage	
in	Indonesia.	We	saw	videos	of	tourists	who	were	being	swept	away	by	these	massive	amounts	of	water.	The	
destruction	was	just	unbelievable.	Interestingly	enough,	I	remember	reading	about	how	the	animals	had	enough	sense	
before	the	storm	came	in	to	go	to	high	ground.	They	could	sense	the	change	in	pressure	and	they	went	to	high	ground	
and	most	of	them	were	okay.	
	 We	have	these	images	in	our	minds	of	earthquakes	in	Japan,	tsunamis	in	Indonesia,	and	hurricanes	on	our	own	
shores.	In	the	wake	of	those	types	of	disasters	there	is	always	destruction	and	death.	What	you	see	in	the	news	is	that	
the	death	toll	continues	to	rise.	A	couple	of	weeks	ago,	several	of	us	were	in	Oklahoma	City	leading	an	event,	working	
with	a	church,	and	they	were	holding	the	event	at	a	camp.	We	noticed	that	they	had	tornado	cellars	and	Zach	and	I	were	
really	interested	in	that.	I’d	never	seen	an	actual	tornado	cellar	and	we	got	to	have	the	owner	come	and	open	one	up	
and	we	went	down	into	it.	It	was	pretty	creepy	and	it	was	sobering	to	think	that	there	could	be	wind	so	strong	that	
sweeps	across	this	plain	that	we	would	need	to	go	underground	into	reinforced	concrete	and	steel	to	escape	it.		

Now,	imagine	a	catastrophe	that	is	on	such	a	large	scale	that	every	human,	and	animal,	and	tree,	and	organism	
on	the	face	of	the	Earth	is	destroyed.	That	is	no	cute	children’s	story	is	it,	church?	That	is	a	picture	of	the	wrath	of	God	
being	poured	out.	As	we	said	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	understanding	what	happened	in	the	Garden	of	Eden,	in	Genesis	3,	
and	knowing	what	went	on	that	day,	is	critical	for	understanding	all	the	rest	of	history.	It	is	absolutely	necessary	that	we	
understand	what	happened	at	the	time	of	the	flood.	What	God	was	up	to,	what	He	was	doing,	and	what	was	going	on	is	
bigger	than	a	neat	mural	on	a	child’s	wall.	It’s	okay	to	do	as	long	as	we	tell	them	the	whole	story	and	as	long	as	we	pull	a	
Paul	Harvey	on	them	and	make	sure	they	know	“the	rest	of	the	story.”42	Make	sure	they	understand	what	went	on	that	
day.	We	are	going	to	unpack	this	and	see	where	Noah’s	faithfulness	and	where	God’s	elective	favor	was	in	that,	because	
it	seems	like	God	snatched	him	out	of	the	depravity	of	the	human	race;	and	we	will	see	where	those	two	meet.	But,	
there	was	also	a	day,	without	a	doubt,	when	God	put	him	in	that	ark,	closed	the	door,	and	that	was	it.	Destruction	came,	
and	as	destruction	came,	what	the	story	highlights	is	that	salvation	came	with	it,	because	Noah	and	his	family	were	
saved	through	the	flood.	

Picture	that	foreshadowing	and	picture	that	visual	of	who	Christ	is.	As	Noah	and	his	family	go	into	the	ark,	we	
are	taken	into	Christ	and	we	survive	the	coming	wrath	of	God	by	being	in	Christ,	on	the	cross,	as	He	endures	the	wrath	
of	God.	As	the	storm	beat	against	the	boat,	as	the	waves	crashed	over	the	sides	of	that	massive	piece	of	work	that	they	
had	put	together	to	house	all	the	animals,	and	livestock,	and	beasts,	and	family;	as	the	storm	beat	against	that	in	an	
unbelievable	torrent	of	rain	like	none	of	us	would	have	ever	seen	in	our	lives	and	as	it	crashed	day	in	and	day	out,	

																																																													
42	Beginning	as	a	part	of	his	newscasts	during	the	Second	World	War	and	then	premiering	as	its	own	series	on	the	ABC	Radio	Networks	on	
May	10,	1976,	The	Rest	of	the	Story	consisted	of	stories	presented	as	little-known	or	forgotten	facts	on	a	variety	of	subjects	with	some	
key	element	of	the	story	(usually	the	name	of	some	well-known	person)	held	back	until	the	end.	
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Noah’s	family	was	safe,	just	as	we,	in	Christ,	are	promised	safety	and	security	from	the	wrath	of	God	that	is	coming	
against	all	unrighteousness	and	all	ungodliness	of	man43.	There	is	one	place	that	we	can	run	to	as	believers	and	that	is	to	
the	cross	of	Christ.	That’s	where,	if	you	are	here	tonight	as	a	Christian,	that	you	have	run	to.	If	you	are	here	tonight	and	
you	are	not	a	Christian,	what	is	going	to	happen	before	this	night	is	over	is	that	you	are	going	to	understand	that	there	is	
no	other	salvation	apart	from	the	cross	of	Christ.	And,	as	Noah	and	his	family	entered	into	the	ark,	so	we	enter	into	
Christ,	and	we	are	saved	not	only	from	the	wrath	of	God	but	also	from	the	coming	destruction	that	this	planet	will	face	
one	day.	

So,	the	story	of	the	flood	is	a	story	of	promise,	and	like	all	good	stories	you	have	to	go	back	to	the	prequel,	so	we	
will	go	to	chapter	five.	In	fact,	if	you	go	back	to	chapter	four,	you	have	a	lineage	from	Adam’s	son,	Cain,	that	goes	down	
several	generations.	So,	from	Cain,	you	can	follow	his	lineage	and	what	you	see	is	a	sort	of	pagan,	carnal,	godless	
lineage,	so	we	see	the	effect	of	Cain’s	sin	on	his	sons,	and	his	son’s	sons,	and	if	you	track	that	down	seven	generations	
you	come	to	a	man	named	Lamech,	who	actually	boasts	of	polygamy	and	murder.	In	fact,	he	begins	to	write	folk	songs	
about	himself.	That’s	a	guy	who	is	full	of	himself,	right?	When	you	give	yourself	a	nickname	and	write	poems	about	
yourself,	like	Mohammad	Ali44,	if	you	remember	him;	when	you	are	writing	poetry	about	yourself	you	are	full	of	
yourself.	Some	commentators	would	say	that	Cain	seemed	to	show	some	remorse	or	repentance,	but	when	we	look	at	
the	effects	of	his	legacy	and	his	lineage,	it	seems	that	what	really	happened	is	that	he	was	in	this	sort	of	self-
preservation	mode.	“God’s	going	to	kill	me.	I	don’t	want	to	die,”	but	there	was	no	real	repentance	or	remorse.	So,	when	
you	follow	his	lineage	in	chapter	four	you	see	that	the	same	sort	of	sinfulness	that	was	evident	in	Cain’s	life	kind	of	flow	
through	his	bloodline.	

But,	then	we	jump	over	to	chapter	five,	and	you	track	Seth,	who	was	born	when	Adam	was	about	120-130	years	
old,	and	you	follow	the	lineage	of	that	son,	you	have	a	sort	of	parallel	thing	happening,	where	the	nations	are	growing,	
the	peoples	of	the	Earth	are	populating,	the	offspring	of	Adam	and	Eve	are	spreading,	but	as	that	is	happening,	sin	and	
its	consequences	and	repercussions	are	growing	with	the	population.	So,	the	more	people	you	get	the	worse	the	world	
gets.	It’s	kind	of	like	we	see	today.	The	Earth	is	pushing	eight	billion	people	and	we	see	death,	and	destruction,	and	
disease,	and	famine,	and	war,	and	crime,	like	we’ve	never	seen	before.	The	more	people	you	get	the	more	sin	comes	
with	it	and	the	more	destruction	that	is	sure	to	follow.	So,	the	world	was	growing	and	at	the	same	time	there	was	a	
lineage	of	people	coming	down	through	Seth,	Adam’s	son.	These	men	seem	to	be	godly	men	and	there	are	several	of	
them	that	we	can	sort	of	peek	into	through	other	passages	of	Scripture	and	learn	a	little	bit	about.	One	of	them	is	Enoch.		

Last	week,	Spencer	touched	on	this,	but	if	you	look	at	Genesis	5:18,	you	see,	
	

“When	Jared	had	lived	162	years	he	fathered	Enoch.	19	Jared	lived	after	he	fathered	Enoch	800	
years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	20	Thus	all	the	days	of	Jared	were	962	years,	and	he	died.	21	
When	Enoch	had	lived	65	years,	he	fathered	Methuselah.	22	Enoch	walked	with	God	after	he	fathered	
Methuselah	300	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	23	Thus	all	the	days	of	Enoch	were	365	years.	24	
Enoch	walked	with	God,	and	he	was	not,	for	God	took	him.”	
	
There	are	kind	of	two	things	happening	here.	One	is	that	he	is	walking	with	God	in	the	way	that	Job	walked	with	

God	or	how	David	was	a	man	after	God’s	heart.	We	know	that	Enoch	was	faithful.	We	also	know	that	Enoch	was	a	
proclaimer	and	a	preacher	of	righteousness	and	truth.	So,	what	would	Enoch	be	preaching?	The	Law	hadn’t	come.	In	
Romans	5	we	are	told	that	death	reigned	from	the	time	of	Adam	to	the	time	of	Moses.	Even	though	there	was	no	Law	
there	was	sin	and	where	there	was	sin	there	was	the	proclamation	of	righteousness.	So,	what	they	are	proclaiming	is,	
remember	the	first	Gospel	proclamation	back	in	Genesis	3.	Remember	that?	In	Genesis	3,	God	says	to	the	serpent,	“I’m	
going	to	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	seed	of	the	woman.	You’re	going	to	strike	His	heel	and	He’s	going	to	crush	
your	head.”	Spencer	beautifully	laid	this	out	last	week	where	every	generation	was	looking	ahead,	“Is	this	Him?	Is	this	
the	Saviour?	Is	this	the	Deliverer?”	So,	what	Enoch	is	proclaiming	and	preaching	as	he	is	walking	with	God	in	faithfulness,	
is	that	he	is	looking	forward	to	the	hope	that	one	of	them	is	going	to	have	a	son	one	day	who	is	going	to	crush	the	head	
of	the	serpent	and	they	are	going	to	be	out	of	the	mess	they	are	in.	He	is	proclaiming	truth	based	on	the	promises	of	
God.	Enoch’s	message	of	truth	and	proclamation	is	based	on	the	promises	that	God	made	in	Genesis	3.		

																																																													
43	Romans	1:18	
44	Muhammad	Ali	(born	Cassius	Marcellus	Clay	Jr.,	17	January	1942)	is	an	American	boxer	who	was	the	Heavyweight	Champion	of	the	
World	three	times	between	1964	and	1979.	Here	are	some	of	his	poems	and	quotes:	https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali		
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Now,	Enoch	has	a	son	named	Methuselah.	I	don’t	know	if	you’ve	ever	done	the	math	or	looked	at	the	numbers	
but	Methuselah	dies	in	the	same	year	that	the	flood	occurs.	Don’t	get	your	theology	from	Darren	Aronofsky,	who	
produced	the	movie,	Noah.	In	the	movie,	Anthony	Hopkins	plays	Methuselah.	There	is	this	fairly	prevalent	idea	that	
maybe	Methuselah	died	in	the	flood	because	his	years	end	in	the	year	that	the	flood	began.	There	is	also	some	intrigue	
surrounding	Methuselah’s	name	that	is	fascinating.	Methuselah’s	name	seems	to	mean	that	at	the	end	of	his	time	
something	will	come.	Now,	there	is	some	ambiguity	as	to	what	that	means,	even	as	it’s	being	translated,	but	there	is	one	
idea	that	his	name	means	that	at	the	end	of	the	spear	there	is	something	that	will	strike	and	deliver	a	blow.	Some	
people	think	that	it	means	that	at	the	end	of	his	life	judgment	will	come.	But,	there	is	definitely	something	that	is	very	
intriguing.	I	don’t	want	to	read	too	much	into	it	or	speak	too	authoritatively,	although	the	commentator,	James	
Montgomery	Boice,	who	is	one	of	my	favorites,	authoritatively	says,	“I	believe	this	is	what	Methuselah’s	name	means.45”	
When	Methuselah	is	born	to	Enoch,	Enoch,	who	is	a	proclaimer	of	righteousness,	who	is	looking	around	and	seeing	that	
the	world	is	getting	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse,	and	sin	is	getting	more	prevalent,	and	the	despair	of	man	is	getting	
more	destructive;	he	has	this	son	and,	prophetically,	at	the	end	of	his	life	judgment	will	come	and	we	will	be	delivered	
from	sin.	A	powerful	Gospel	lineage	comes	down	from	Adam,	to	Seth,	and	then	to	Noah.		

So,	Methuselah	has	sons	and	daughters,	and	one	of	the	sons	is	Lamech,	who	also	seems	to	be	very	faithful.	In	
fact,	we	saw	this	last	week,	but	if	you	look	in	verse	28,	

	
“When	Lamech	had	lived	182	years,	he	fathered	a	son	29	and	called	his	name	Noah,	saying,	“Out	

of	the	ground	that	the	Lord	has	cursed,	this	one	shall	bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	the	painful	
toil	of	our	hands.”	
	
Again,	prophetically,	we	saw	this	last	week,	they	were	looking	forward	to	some	deliverance	that	would	come	

through	this	man.	In	2	Peter	2:5,	we	read	that	Noah	was	a	herald	of	righteousness.	The	word	“herald”	means	preacher.	
He’s	a	proclaimer	of	righteousness.	So,	you	have	this	line	of	people,	this	lineage,	this	bloodline,	this	family	of	people	
who,	in	all	the	families	of	the	Earth	stand	alone	for	truth	and	they	proclaim	the	coming	promises	of	God.	They	are	
fulfilled	even	though	they	don’t	have	written	Scripture.	They	don’t	know	exactly	what	it’s	going	to	look	like	but	they	
simply	take	that	which	is	wrapped	in	mystery	and	trust	God	with	that,	and	say,	“God	made	a	promise.	We	believe	it.	You	
should	believe	it.	Turn	to	God.	Believe	and	trust	in	Him.”	They	stood	for	righteousness	in	a	dark,	and	perverse,	and	sinful	
generation.	They	were	faithful.	

Then,	we	get	down	into	chapter	six	and	you	look	in	contrast	to	that,	in	Genesis	6:5,	where	it	says,	
	

“The	Lord	saw	that	the	wickedness	of	man	was	great	in	the	earth,	and	that	every	intention	of	the	
thoughts	of	his	heart	was	only	evil	continually.”	
	
So,	the	condition	of	the	world,	when	we	get	to	this	passage,	is	not	getting	better	but	is	getting	worse.	The	world	

will	always	get	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse,	but	here’s	what	happens.	As	the	world	gets	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse,	
righteousness	gets	more	and	more	defined.	Do	we	not	live	in	a	generation,	right	now,	where	if	you	stand	for	Christ,	if	
you	stand	for	truth,	and	you	proclaim	the	Gospel,	you	stand	out	like	you’ve	never	stood	out	before	in	this	country,	and	
this	culture,	and	in	this	society?	Because,	as	people	go	on	from	bad	to	worse,	and	you	look	at	passages	like	Romans	1,	
where	people	are	wrapped	up	in	this	depraved	state	of	existence	and	this	downward	spiral,	and	tidal	waves	of	sin	that	
seem	to	just	scoop	up	families,	and	generations,	and	communities,	and	people	start	to	buy	into	lies	about	God,	lies	
about	sex,	lies	about	happiness,	lies	about	peace,	and	hope,	and	joy;	this	world	offers	us	nothing	other	than	lies	that	are	
contrary	to	what	God	teaches,	and	as	those	lies	tend	to	accumulate	more	and	more	followers	and	sweep	people	into	the	
utter	depravity	that	we	see	in	our	generation	today,	the	righteousness	of	the	Gospel	becomes	more	and	more	clear	and	
more	defined.	You	hear	stories	of	people	groups	coming	to	know	Jesus.	Red	Oak	Church	has	witnessed	the	Gospel	
penetrate	and	reach	entire	people	groups.	The	Yaminawa	Indians46	are	five-hundred	strong	and	when	those	people	on	
the	Echelon	team	were	in	the	Amazon	basin	they	watched	the	Gospel	penetrate	a	people	group	in	the	darkest	season	of	
human	history.	A	stone-age	tribe	was	enraptured	by	the	Gospel	and	brought	to	Jesus,	because	the	proclamation	of	the	

																																																													
45	file:///C:/Users/owner/Downloads/Heroes%20Part%204.pdf	,	page	3.	
46	The	Yaminawa	(“people	of	the	axe”)	are	an	indigenous	people	who	live	in	Brazil,	Peru,	and	Bolivia.	Red	Oak	Church	has	sent	
missionaries	as	part	of	the	Echelon	team	to	live	among	the	Yaminawa.	
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Gospel	will	always	stand	over	against	the	downward	spiral	of	depravity	and	Noah’s	family	displayed	that.	Through	his	
dad	and	his	granddad	there	seems	to	be	this	lineage	of	the	proclamation	of	truth.	This	stands	in	contrast	over	against	
the	fact	that	the	world	is	getting	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse.	So,	we	come	down	to	Genesis	6:8,	and	it	says,	

	
“But	Noah	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	Lord.	9	These	are	the	generations	of	Noah.	Noah	was	a	

righteous	man,	blameless	in	his	generation.	Noah	walked	with	God.”	
	
I	want	to	just	pause	here	for	a	second	and	make	sure	we	understand	this.	Noah	was	not	saved	because	Noah	

earned	God’s	favor.	Noah	was	not	saved	because	he	was	self-righteous,	and	good,	and	sort	of	pulled	himself	up	by	the	
bootstraps	and	said,	“I’m	going	to	fight	through	the	sinfulness	of	the	world	and	I’m	going	to	get	God	to	like	me	and	
notice	me.”	We	know	that’s	not	true.	We	know	that	no	one	is	righteous	and	no	one	is	good.	Romans	3	is	very	clear	on	
that.	For	the	most	chaste,	and	moral,	and	nice	people	among	us,	our	righteousness	is	like	filthy	rags47,	as	Isaiah	tells	us.	
So,	no	one	earns	God’s	favor;	in	fact,	no	one	is	deserving	of	salvation.	But,	at	the	same	time,	we	know	that	God,	in	
saving	Noah	and	in	bringing	him	into	this	saving	relationship	with	himself,	just	like	He	has	done	with	each	of	us	in	Christ,	
didn’t	give	us	something	we	earned.	But	yet,	is	it	not	true	that	God	calls	us	to	righteousness,	and	blamelessness,	and	
holiness?	He	calls	us	to	faithfulness	and	obedience.	God	seems	to,	at	different	times	in	Scripture,	point	out	the	
faithfulness	of	a	generation	or	an	individual.	Remember	when	the	story	of	Job	opens	up	and	you	have	angels	going	
before	God	to	give	an	account,	God	points	out	Job	and	says,	“Have	you	considered	Job?	He	is	righteous	in	all	of	his	
ways.48”	So,	God	recognizes	the	righteousness	of	people.		

But,	here,	what	we	have	for	the	first	time—the	first	time	in	all	of	the	Bible—where	it	is	said	that	God	gives	favor	
or	grace	onto	a	man.	In	the	King	James,	the	old	Authorized	Version,	it	says	that	Noah	found	“grace”	in	the	eyes	of	the	
Lord.	God	bestows	grace	onto	a	man.	Now,	we’ve	seen	the	principle	of	grace	applied	throughout	Scripture,	from	Adam	
to	Noah.	We	saw	God’s	grace	extended	to	Cain,	didn’t	we?	We	saw	that	last	week.	We	saw	God’s	grace	extended	to	him	
but	this	is	the	first	time	that	we	see	the	words	spoken	that	Noah	“finds	favor.”	Grace	is	extended	and	God	gives	him	
favor,	and	grace,	and	He	heaps	it	on	him	in	such	a	way	that	we	can	say	that	Noah	was	saved	by	the	grace	of	God	and	it	
was	not	of	Noah’s	works,	so	Noah	can’t	boast.	

Listen,	when	a	man	is	truly	saved	or	when	a	woman	is	truly	saved,	the	Scripture	says	that	by	their	fruits	they	
reveal	that	salvation49.	Jesus	says	that	by	your	fruit	people	are	going	to	know	you.	Those	of	us	who	call	on	the	name	of	
Jesus,	and	call	ourselves	Christians,	if	we	are	truly	saved	there	is	going	to	be	evidence	of	that	salvation.	There	is	going	to	
be	conviction	of	sin	and	a	desire	for	righteousness.	Many	of	you,	in	your	own	testimony,	can	think	back	to	early	in	your	
life	and	where	you	desired	certain	things	or	you	had	certain	cravings.	There	are	people	in	this	church	who	God	has	saved	
from	addiction	and	though	the	desire	may	still	be	there	the	desire	to	honor	the	Lord	is	greater,	so	you	pursue	Christ.	
What	causes	that?	Well,	God	showed	you	favor,	and	He	saved	you,	and	now	in	response	to	that	you	are	living	in	
obedience	and	pursuing	Christ.	Noah	displays	that.	He	reflects	that.	So	there	is	this	blamelessness	and	righteousness	
that	Noah	displays	in	walking	with	God.	He	walks	with	God	in	a	perverse	and	Godless	generation.		

So,	God	is	going	to	bring	destruction	on	the	Earth	and	He’s	going	to	bring	it	through	a	horrible	catastrophe	that	
is	going	to	come	into	the	world.	So,	chapter	6	walks	us	through	the	instructions	on	how	the	ark	was	to	be	built.	To	this	
point	in	the	story	everything	has	gone	so	fast.	From	Adam	and	Creation	to	Noah	it	is	a	blur	in	five	chapters	and	now	we	
are	going	to	get	five	chapters	devoted	to	this	one	guy.	Here	is	what	you	are	going	to	see	sort	of	repeated	through	these	
five	chapters;	three	times	there	are	going	to	be	references	to	what	we	see	in	Genesis	6:18,	

	
“But	I	will	establish	my	covenant	with	you,	and	you	shall	come	into	the	ark,	you,	your	sons,	your	

wife,	and	your	sons'	wives	with	you.”	
	
There	is	that	word	“covenant.”	Most	theologians	believe	that	this	is	the	first	covenant	that	God	makes	with	man.	

There	are	implications	of	covenants	back	in	the	time	of	Adam,	some	before	the	Fall.	Some	people	will	say	that	there	is	a	
covenant	there	in	the	Garden	of	Eden	but	there	is	some	disagreement	about	it.	But,	there	is	no	question	about	this	
being	a	covenant.	What	I	want	to	do	is	I	want	to	give	identifying	characteristics	of	a	biblical	covenant.	

																																																													
47	Isaiah	64:6	
48	Job	1:8	
49	Matthew	7:15-20	
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Now,	in	the	Old	Testament,	you	know	that	the	word	“testament”	means	“covenant.”	They	are	basically	the	same	
word,	so	if	you	are	ever	reading	through	your	Bible	and	you	are	looking	for	the	word	“testament”	but	you	aren’t	finding	
it	anywhere,	know	that	the	word	“covenant”	is	the	same	as	the	word	“testament”;	they	are	the	same	idea.	Now,	when	
we	think	of	a	covenant	in	modern	context,	we	tend	to	think	of	a	business	deal	or	transaction.	We	might	think	of	two	
people	going	to	an	attorney	and	signing	up	a	business	deal,	or	you	might	think	of	buying	a	house	and	having	a	mortgage	
agreement,	or	a	business	partnership	or	something	like	that	where	we	are	bound	by	legal	documents.	But,	here	are	
three	characteristics	of	a	covenant	that	God	makes:	

1) When	God	makes	a	covenant	the	covenant	is	unilateral.	That	means	it’s	a	one-sided	covenant.	It	does	not	
depend	on	your	faithfulness	or	my	faithfulness	to	the	covenant.	When	God	makes	a	covenant	with	man,	it’s	
unilateral.	In	two	weeks,	we	are	going	to	look	at	the	story	of	Abraham	and	Isaac.	We	are	going	to	see	God	
make	a	covenant	with	Abraham,	and	if	you	read	ahead	and	read	Genesis	12-15,	and	watch	God	interact	with	
Abraham,	there’s	a	point	when	God	makes	this	covenant	with	Abraham	where	He	literally	puts	Abraham	to	
sleep.	He	knocks	him	out	and	then	makes	a	covenant	with	him.	He	wakes	him	up	then	makes	this	covenant.	
There	is	a	flaming	pot,	fire,	animal	parts	everywhere,	and	it’s	an	intense	moment.	God	makes	the	covenant;	
it’s	unilateral.	If	Pierce	and	I	make	a	covenant,	we	might	shake	on	it,	and	there	was	a	time	in	our	society	
where	that	was	good	enough.	Sam	can	probably	remember	doing	business	deals	like	that.	Some	of	our	older	
men	and	women	in	the	church	can	probably	remember	that	if	you	shook	somebody’s	hand	it	was,	“That’s	
good.	We’re	straight.”	If	you	shake	somebody’s	hand	now	like	that,	when	you	walk	away	you	will	lose	your	
shirt.	If	you	are	smart,	you	will	get	it	in	writing,	in	a	document	that	will	be	recognized	in	a	court	of	law,	
because	everybody	is	out	to	get	you.	Am	I	paranoid?	No.	But	have	I	been	burned	a	bunch?	Yes,	because	I’m	
too	trusting.	Covenants	are	important	because	they	seal	and	protect	the	people	within	the	covenant.	The	
covenant	that	God	makes	is	unilateral.	So,	God	speaks	in	verse	18,	and	says,	“I	will	establish	my	covenant	
with	you,”	then	we	see	the	covenant	over	in	chapter	9,	and	we	are	going	to	look	at	that	in	just	a	minute,	
where	we	see	Him	lay	out	the	covenant.	But,	the	first	thing	we	need	to	know	about	a	covenant	from	God	is	
that	it’s	unilateral—it’s	one-sided.	Remember,	this	covenant	is	going	to	be	replaced	by	a	new	covenant	in	
the	blood	of	Jesus,	which	is	also	unilateral.	What	do	we	bring	to	the	cross?	Our	sin.	What	do	we	bring	to	our	
salvation?	Nothing.	It	is	only	by	the	blood	of	Jesus.	We	sang	about	it	in	our	first	song.	The	blood	of	animals	is	
not	good	enough.	Nothing	else	is	good	enough	to	ratify	and	seal	a	covenant.	It	is	only	by	the	blood	of	Jesus.	
So,	that	covenant,	in	Christ’s	blood,	is	unilateral.		

2) The	second	characteristic	of	a	covenant	God	makes	is	that	the	covenant	is	eternal.	In	terms	of	covenant	
terminology	and	covenant	characteristics,	a	covenant	that	God	makes	is	unilateral	and	eternal.	Think	about	
this;	marriage	is	a	covenant	between	two	people	for	life.	What	do	we	say	in	the	wedding	vows?	“To	death	
do	us	part.”	When	God	makes	a	covenant	with	us,	“to	death	do	us	part”	does	not	apply.	The	only	thing	that	
death	might	do	is	accelerate	or	enrich	the	promises	of	that	covenant.	So,	when	you	think	about	the	Gospel	
and	what	it	means	in	Christ,	we	receive	the	covenant	work	of	Jesus	on	the	cross,	He	saves	us,	He	seals	us	
with	His	blood,	and	we	experience	so	much	of	the	benefits	of	that	covenant	in	this	life,	but	when	you	and	I	
die	or	we	are	taken	to	be	with	Jesus	in	glory,	the	covenant	tightens	and	we	go	to	a	place	where	there	is	no	
Sun,	because	His	glory	shines	like	the	Sun.	The	covenant	is	eternal.	There	is	no	end	to	the	covenant.	It’s	
unilateral	and	it’s	eternal.	

3) The	last	one	is	that	a	covenant	that	God	makes	with	us	is	a	covenant	of	grace,	always.	God	extends	grace	to	
Noah	and	He	extends	grace	to	us.	When	God	makes	this	promise	to	Noah,	“I’m	going	to	destroy	everything	
but	I’m	going	to	save	your	family	and	everything	that’s	in	the	ark,”	that’s	God’s	grace.	The	covenant	that	
God	makes	with	us	at	the	cross	is	a	covenant	of	grace.	That’s	why	the	Bible	tells	us	in	Ephesians	2	that	“it’s	
by	grace	that	we	are	saved.50”	It’s	not	by	works.	You	can’t	boast	in	this.	You	can’t	brag.	Noah’s	not	bragging,	
like,	“I	figured	this	thing	out	a	century-and-a-half	ahead	of	time.	I	was	like,	‘I’ve	got	an	itchy	feeling	there’s	
going	to	be	a	flood.’	I’m	going	to	build	a	boat.	I’m	going	to	spend	ten	decades	and	built	a	big	honking	boat	
and	just	see	what	happens!”	“Man,	Noah,	you	are	smart!	You’re	intuitive.	You	must	have	the	gift	of	
discernment!”	No.	Noah	is	the	recipient	of	God’s	grace	when	He	says,	“Built	a	boat,	Noah.	I’m	going	to	save	
you!	And	it’s	going	to	help	people	to	understand	that	in	Christ	is	salvation.	You	are	going	to	get	in	the	boat	

																																																													
50	Ephesians	2:8-9	
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and	destruction	is	going	to	come	but	you	are	going	to	be	safe	in	the	boat.	So,	all	the	rest	of	history	people	
are	going	to	know	that	if	they	get	into	Christ	Jesus,	when	destruction	comes	they	will	be	safe.”	The	boat	is	
about	Jesus!!	The	flood	is	about	salvation.	The	story	is	about	the	Gospel	and	it	points	us	to	that.	So,	the	
water	comes	and	we	go	down	to	Genesis	7:1.	I’m	skipping	a	lot	here,	assuming	that	you	kind	of	know	the	
gist	of	the	story.	You	know,	the	animals	come	by	“twosies,	twosies51,”	and	you	are	familiar	with	all	of	that.	
So,	we	get	down	to	chapter	7:1,	and	God	said	to	Noah,	
	

“Then	the	Lord	said	to	Noah,	“Go	into	the	ark,	you	and	all	your	household,	for	I	have	seen	that	you	
are	righteous	before	me	in	this	generation.”	

	
Again,	God	is	pointing	out	the	righteousness	of	this	man.	Do	not	discredit	that.	Do	not	look	over	that.	It’s	

important	that	we	see	that.	Noah	is	righteous	and	obedient.	Remember,	when	we	study	righteousness	and	obedience	
throughout	Scripture,	true	faith	always	leads	to	obedience.	True	faith	will	lead	to	obedience.	When	God	saves	us	and	He	
brings	us	into	a	relationship	with	Him	at	salvation	we	obey.	Like,	when	you	were	saved	the	first	act	of	confessing	Christ	
as	Lord	is	an	act	of	obedience.	Right?	So,	we	know	that,	throughout	Scripture,	such	as	in	the	story	of	Abraham,	and	in	
Hebrews52,	and	Galatians53,	and	in	Romans54,	“the	righteous	live	by	faith.”	So,	Noah	is	living	by	faith	and	He	is	obediently	
building	the	Ark	and	trusting	that	God	is	going	to	do	what	He	said	He’s	going	to	do.	So,	we	see	the	righteousness	of	Noah	
pointed	out	by	the	Lord	in	the	fact	that	he	is	obedient.	He	is	living	by	faith.	The	righteous	live	by	faith.	Noah	is	building	
the	Ark.	You	and	I	are	to	live	by	faith	and	we	are	to	stand	out	in	a	wicked	and	perverse	generation	as	heralds	and	
proclaimers	of	truth	and	righteousness,	without	compromise.	That’s	what	we’re	to	do.	

	
So,	it	continues,	in	verse	2,	

“Take	with	you	seven	pairs	of	all	clean	animals,	the	male	and	his	mate,	and	a	pair	of	the	animals	
that	are	not	clean,	the	male	and	his	mate,	3	and	seven	pairs	of	the	birds	of	the	heavens	also,	male	and	
female,	to	keep	their	offspring	alive	on	the	face	of	all	the	earth.	4	For	in	seven	days	I	will	send	rain	on	the	
earth	forty	days	and	forty	nights,	and	every	living	thing	that	I	have	made	I	will	blot	out	from	the	face	of	the	
ground.”	5	And	Noah	did	all	that	the	Lord	had	commanded	him.”	
	
You	see	this	common	theme.	Noah	is	faithful—Noah	is	obedient—Noah	is	righteous—Noah	does	what	Noah’s	

told.	He	obeys	the	Lord	because	he	believes	God.	And	we	know	that	when	Abraham	believes	God	it	is	credited	to	him	as	
righteousness,	so	Noah,	in	that	sense	is	an	example	to	us.	

	
“Noah	was	six	hundred	years	old	when	the	flood	of	waters	came	upon	the	earth.”	

	
I’m	just	going	to	read	the	flood	account	now.	Think	about	this.	Forget	fuzzy	little	elephants	with	cute	trunks,	and	

giraffes,	and	koalas,	and	pandas55.	They	are	all	hanging	out	and	having	a	good	time.	They’ve	been	shampooed	by	the	
local	vet	and	they	all	look	so	nice.	Get	that	picture	out	of	your	mind	and	picture	the	destruction	that’s	coming	on	the	
Earth.	Let’s	walk	through	the	story	and	picture	the	devastation	that	is	coming	on	mankind	after	a	century	of	preaching	
and	faithful	proclamation.	The	wrath	of	God	is	coming	on	the	sons	of	man.	Noah	proclaims	to	his	friends,	his	neighbors,	
and	his	family.	Think	about	that	and	let’s	read	the	story.		

	
Genesis	7:6-10,	

“Noah	was	six	hundred	years	old	when	the	flood	of	waters	came	upon	the	earth.	7	And	Noah	and	
his	sons	and	his	wife	and	his	sons'	wives	with	him	went	into	the	ark	to	escape	the	waters	of	the	flood.	8	Of	
clean	animals,	and	of	animals	that	are	not	clean,	and	of	birds,	and	of	everything	that	creeps	on	the	

																																																													
51	From	the	lyrics	of	a	silly	children’s	song	about	Noah’s	flood	and	the	ark,	Rise	and	Shine	(Children	of	the	Lord)	
52	Hebrews	10:38	
53	Galatians	3:11	
54	Romans	1:17	
55	If	you	Google	“Noah’s	ark	kids,”	and	look	at	images,	you	will	see	all	sorts	of	ridiculous	drawings	of	an	ark	so	tiny	that	half	the	giraffe’s	
body	is	sticking	out	the	roof.	For	a	more	accurate	description	of	the	ark	that	Noah	built,	see:	https://answersingenesis.org/noahs-ark/		
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ground,	9	two	and	two,	male	and	female,	went	into	the	ark	with	Noah,	as	God	had	commanded	Noah.	10	
And	after	seven	days	the	waters	of	the	flood	came	upon	the	earth.”	
	
So,	for	seven	days	they	sit	in	the	boat	and	wait.	Just	as	an	aside,	because	some	of	you	like	this	kind	of	stuff,	

Spencer	pointed	this	out	to	me	in	a	conversation	the	other	day.	We	talked	about	Methuselah’s	death	and	a	lot	of	
commentators	that	I	read	in	preparing	this	believe	that	Methuselah’s	death	marked	the	beginning	of	the	flood.	There	is	
good	evidence	for	that;	not	concrete	proof	but	we	don’t	have	to	do	exegetical	fancy	footwork	to	say	that.	It	does	seem	
that	there	is	good	evidence.	But,	Spencer	pointed	out	that	in	one	of	the	commentaries	that	he	read	that	seven	days	was	
the	normal	time	of	mourning	for	a	death.	So,	it	could	have	been	that	they	sat	there	for	those	seven	days	mourning	the	
death	of	the	last	patriarch,	who	would	have	preceded	Moses.	It’s	an	interesting	thought,	at	the	very	least.	

	
Verses	11-24,	

“In	the	six	hundredth	year	of	Noah's	life,	in	the	second	month,	on	the	seventeenth	day	of	the	
month,	on	that	day	all	the	fountains	of	the	great	deep	burst	forth,	and	the	windows	of	the	heavens	were	
opened.	12	And	rain	fell	upon	the	earth	forty	days	and	forty	nights.	13	On	the	very	same	day	Noah	and	his	
sons,	Shem	and	Ham	and	Japheth,	and	Noah's	wife	and	the	three	wives	of	his	sons	with	them	entered	the	
ark,	14	they	and	every	beast,	according	to	its	kind,	and	all	the	livestock	according	to	their	kinds,	and	every	
creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth,	according	to	its	kind,	and	every	bird,	according	to	its	kind,	every	
winged	creature.	15	They	went	into	the	ark	with	Noah,	two	and	two	of	all	flesh	in	which	there	was	the	
breath	of	life.	16	And	those	that	entered,	male	and	female	of	all	flesh,	went	in	as	God	had	commanded	him.	
And	the	Lord	shut	him	in.	The	flood	continued	forty	days	on	the	earth.	The	waters	increased	and	bore	up	
the	ark,	and	it	rose	high	above	the	earth.	18	The	waters	prevailed	and	increased	greatly	on	the	earth,	and	
the	ark	floated	on	the	face	of	the	waters.	19	And	the	waters	prevailed	so	mightily	on	the	earth	that	all	the	
high	mountains	under	the	whole	heaven	were	covered.	20	The	waters	prevailed	above	the	mountains,	
covering	them	fifteen	cubits	deep.	21	And	all	flesh	died	that	moved	on	the	earth,	birds,	livestock,	beasts,	all	
swarming	creatures	that	swarm	on	the	earth,	and	all	mankind.	22	Everything	on	the	dry	land	in	whose	
nostrils	was	the	breath	of	life	died.	23	He	blotted	out	every	living	thing	that	was	on	the	face	of	the	ground,	
man	and	animals	and	creeping	things	and	birds	of	the	heavens.	They	were	blotted	out	from	the	earth.	
Only	Noah	was	left,	and	those	who	were	with	him	in	the	ark.	24	And	the	waters	prevailed	on	the	earth	150	
days.”	
	
Genesis	8:1-19,	

“But	God	remembered	Noah	and	all	the	beasts	and	all	the	livestock	that	were	with	him	in	the	ark.	
And	God	made	a	wind	blow	over	the	earth,	and	the	waters	subsided.	2	The	fountains	of	the	deep	and	the	
windows	of	the	heavens	were	closed,	the	rain	from	the	heavens	was	restrained,	3	and	the	waters	receded	
from	the	earth	continually.	At	the	end	of	150	days	the	waters	had	abated,	4	and	in	the	seventh	month,	on	
the	seventeenth	day	of	the	month,	the	ark	came	to	rest	on	the	mountains	of	Ararat.	5	And	the	waters	
continued	to	abate	until	the	tenth	month;	in	the	tenth	month,	on	the	first	day	of	the	month,	the	tops	of	the	
mountains	were	seen.	

6	At	the	end	of	forty	days	Noah	opened	the	window	of	the	ark	that	he	had	made	7	and	sent	forth	a	
raven.	It	went	to	and	fro	until	the	waters	were	dried	up	from	the	earth.	8	Then	he	sent	forth	a	dove	from	
him,	to	see	if	the	waters	had	subsided	from	the	face	of	the	ground.	9	But	the	dove	found	no	place	to	set	her	
foot,	and	she	returned	to	him	to	the	ark,	for	the	waters	were	still	on	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.	So	he	put	
out	his	hand	and	took	her	and	brought	her	into	the	ark	with	him.	10	He	waited	another	seven	days,	and	
again	he	sent	forth	the	dove	out	of	the	ark.	11	And	the	dove	came	back	to	him	in	the	evening,	and	behold,	
in	her	mouth	was	a	freshly	plucked	olive	leaf.	So	Noah	knew	that	the	waters	had	subsided	from	the	earth.	
12	Then	he	waited	another	seven	days	and	sent	forth	the	dove,	and	she	did	not	return	to	him	anymore.	

13	In	the	six	hundred	and	first	year,	in	the	first	month,	the	first	day	of	the	month,	the	waters	were	
dried	from	off	the	earth.	And	Noah	removed	the	covering	of	the	ark	and	looked,	and	behold,	the	face	of	
the	ground	was	dry.	14	In	the	second	month,	on	the	twenty-seventh	day	of	the	month,	the	earth	had	dried	
out.	15	Then	God	said	to	Noah,	16	“Go	out	from	the	ark,	you	and	your	wife,	and	your	sons	and	your	sons'	
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wives	with	you.	17	Bring	out	with	you	every	living	thing	that	is	with	you	of	all	flesh—birds	and	animals	and	
every	creeping	thing	that	creeps	on	the	earth—that	they	may	swarm	on	the	earth,	and	be	fruitful	and	
multiply	on	the	earth.”	18	So	Noah	went	out,	and	his	sons	and	his	wife	and	his	sons'	wives	with	him.	19	
Every	beast,	every	creeping	thing,	and	every	bird,	everything	that	moves	on	the	earth,	went	out	by	families	
from	the	ark.”	
	
Now,	here’s	the	second	reference	to	the	covenant.	
	
Genesis	8:20-9:1,	

“Then	Noah	built	an	altar	to	the	Lord	and	took	some	of	every	clean	animal	and	some	of	every	
clean	bird	and	offered	burnt	offerings	on	the	altar.	21	And	when	the	Lord	smelled	the	pleasing	aroma,	the	
Lord	said	in	his	heart,	“I	will	never	again	curse	the	ground	because	of	man,	for	the	intention	of	man's	heart	
is	evil	from	his	youth.	Neither	will	I	ever	again	strike	down	every	living	creature	as	I	have	done.	22	While	the	
earth	remains,	seedtime	and	harvest,	cold	and	heat,	summer	and	winter,	day	and	night,	shall	not	cease.	1	
And	God	blessed	Noah	and	his	sons	and	said	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply	and	fill	the	earth.”	
	
And	here’s	what	happens.	The	water	recedes	and	they	go	off	of	the	Ark	and	back	onto	the	Earth,	and	in	the	first	

part	of	chapter	nine,	if	you	read	through	it,	you	have	a	sort	of	parallel	to	the	first	two	chapters	of	Genesis.	In	the	first	
two	chapters	of	Genesis,	God	commands	the	man	to	be	fruitful,	and	multiply,	and	have	dominion	over	the	creatures,	
and	the	Earth,	and	the	ground,	and	now	we	have	sort	of	a	renewal	of	that	same	instruction.	In	fact,	it	even	goes	a	little	
bit	further,	so	there	is	this	sort	of	idea	that	Noah	is	like	the	new	Adam.	But,	they	are	still	under	the	weight	of	sin	so	there	
is	a	still	waiting	for	the	promise	of	Genesis	3,	but	this	is	a	fresh	start	for	mankind.	

For	those	of	you	who	are	visiting	with	us	tonight,	we	are	walking	through	the	big	stories	of	the	Old	Testament,	
leading	up	to	Advent	and	the	coming	of	Christ	at	Christmas.	What	we	are	doing	is	we	are	seeing	how	each	of	these	
stories	points	us	to	Jesus.	But,	several	times,	both	here	and	with	the	story	of	Esther,	we	are	going	to	see	all	of	the	human	
race,	at	least	all	of	the	promised	people,	narrowed	down	to	this	tiny	little	group	that	God	explodes	with	growth	in	the	
peoples	of	the	Earth	after	that.	He	does	miraculous	things	and	what	He	is	doing	is	preparing	the	stage	of	the	world	to	
receive	the	Messiah	to	come	into	the	world.	He’s	preparing	the	stage	of	the	world	to	receive	the	Gospel,	so	that	Paul	
tells	the	Galatians,	“When	the	fullness	of	time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	His	Son.56”	So,	time	is	building	in	all	of	history	
up	to	this	one	event;	the	coming	of	the	Christ	child—the	coming	of	the	Messiah.		

So,	now	all	of	humanity	is	gone	and	it’s	narrowed	down	to	this	one	family.	So,	Noah	steps	off	of	the	ark	and	God	
makes	a	covenant	with	him.	God	brings	this	covenant	to	Noah	and	we	saw	what	the	three	characteristics	of	a	God-
ordained,	God-orchestrated,	God-made	covenant	are.	So,	God	makes	this	covenant	that	is	unilateral,	eternal,	and	a	
beautiful	picture	of	God’s	grace	to	Noah.	He	tells	Noah,	“The	Earth	has	been	destroyed	but	I	will	not	destroy	it	like	this	
again.”	What	we	have	is	this	promise	that	until	the	end	of	time,	when	there	will	be	the	destruction	by	fire	and	a	New	
Heaven	and	a	New	Earth57,	there	will	never	be	another	flood	like	the	one	that	occurred	there.	

So,	you	have	this	picture	of	God’s	grace	and	what	we	end	up	emerging	out	of	the	ark	with	is	a	story	of	re-
creation.	You	will	see	this	throughout	all	of	the	Bible.	Spencer	talked	last	week	about	different	motifs	or	themes	
throughout	Scripture,	and	one	of	the	themes	that	you	will	constantly	see	throughout	Scripture	is	the	theme	of	
destruction	and	re-creation;	death	and	life.	And	there	is	this	continual	theme	that	we	see	almost	explode	out	of	the	ark,	
because	as	Noah	and	his	family	step	off	of	the	ark	there	is	this	new	day	that	has	dawned.	Can	you	imagine	the	night	that	
they	stopped	hearing	people	scream?	Maybe	they	couldn’t	hear	people	scream	inside	that	boat,	but	I	can’t	help	but	
think	that	they	could.	Can	you	imagine	the	night,	as	God’s	wrath	is	being	poured	out	on	mankind,	and	they	are	huddled	
in	that	boat,	with	all	the	responsibility	that	they	had?	They	had	to	take	care	of	animals	and	they	worked,	and	worked,	
and	worked	around	the	clock,	there	was	a	time	that	there	was	no	more	screaming	and	then	there	was	a	time	when	
there	was	no	more	thunder.	There	were	no	more	waves	slamming	against	the	boat.	Sometimes	the	scariest	moments	
are	the	quietest	moments.	When	you	are	in	the	face	of	adversity	and	you	are	in	the	roar	of	the	enemy	and	you	hear	the	
wrath	of	the	Earth	around	you	and	the	worst	of	the	destructive	nature	of	humanity,	and	you	are	dealing	with	people	and	

																																																													
56	Galatians	4:4-7	
57	2	Peter	3:11-13	
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their	sin	and	the	pain	that	it’s	caused	to	you,	or	the	pain	that	you’ve	caused	others;	there	are	times	when	you	kind	of	
feel	the	weight	of	the	world	we	live	in.	You	are	under	the	weight	of	it	as	you	are	wading	and	working	your	way	through	
it.	Maybe	it’s	a	broken	relationship	that	you’re	dealing	with	or	maybe	its	people	that	you	work	with.	We	have	several	
schoolteachers	in	our	church	and	they	oftentimes	talk	about	the	pain	and	suffering	that	they	see	on	the	faces	of	kids	
that	they	deal	with	on	a	weekly	basis.	But,	is	it	not	true	that	there	are	moments	or	solitude	and	silence	where	you	feel	
the	weight	of	the	sin	of	the	world?	The	older	you	get,	young	people,	the	more	you	feel	this.	

What	was	it	like	for	Noah	when	he	was	on	the	boat	and	he	realized,	“There’s	nobody	left.	It’s	just	us.”?	Some	of	
you	miss	your	old	friends.	Some	of	you,	when	Jesus	saved	you	and	you	went	from	death	to	life,	you	turned	your	back	on	
a	whole	slice	of	humanity	and	you	had	to	walk	away	from	that.	Because	being	faithful	to	God’s	call	on	your	life	will	
oftentimes	be	painful	and	bring	with	it	certain	destruction.	Today,	I	sat	across	from	a	young	lady	who	said,	“God	is	
calling	me	to	missions.	My	parents	will	reject	it.	They	want	this,	and	this,	and	this,	and	this	for	me.”	Her	parents	are	
church-going,	professing	Christians.	I	told	her,	“There	is	coming	a	point	in	your	life	where	you	may	just	fulfil	Christ’s	
words,	where	He	said,	‘I	didn’t	come	to	bring	peace	but	a	sword.58’	Whole	families	may	be	divided	by	your	obeying	the	
call	of	God	on	your	life.”		

I	can	also	only	imagine	what	it	was	like	when	Noah	and	his	family	were	sitting	on	the	side	of	that	mountain.	They	
had	built	a	fire	and	they	were	having	their	first	meal	and	God	was	speaking	to	them,	and	covenant	was	happening,	and	
they	looked	out	and	said,	“This	is	crazy.	There	is	nothing	left.	This	is	a	new	world.”	Noah	had	bought	supplies	at	the	local	
hardware	store	and	off	of	the	loggers	in	the	community.	He	had	hired	and	employed	a	huge	workforce,	most	
commentators	think,	to	accomplish	the	task59.	People	that	he	worked	side-by-side	with,	day	in	and	day	out,	and	who	he	
preached	to	as	a	herald	and	proclaimer	of	righteousness;	he	was	faithful	to	speak	the	truth	to	them	as	we	are	to	be	
faithful	to	proclaim	the	truth	to	our	family,	and	friends,	and	coworkers.	In	the	end	they	all	rejected	it	and	they	were	all	
destroyed.	Noah	and	his	family,	alone,	were	saved.	What	was	that	like?	Can	you	imagine?	

In	my	mind,	I	couldn’t	help	but	go	there	this	week	in	my	imagination,	what	it	would	have	been	like	to	sit	there.	
There	was	nobody	else;	just	the	eight	of	us.	It	was	scary	in	one	sense,	but	it	would	have	been	invigorating	in	another	
sense,	because	what	you	have	seen	is	the	purging,	cleansing	hand	of	God.	Peter	tells	us	that	baptism	is	like	that.	He	
compares	that	to	baptism60.	Think,	in	your	own	mind,	when	you	go	into	the	baptismal	waters,	you	are	brought	out	of	
those	waters	and	“raised	to	walk	in	newness	of	life.”	Again,	the	motif	is	loud	throughout	Scripture	that	God	is	purging,	
and	cleansing,	and	removing	sin.	Paul	tells	Titus	that	when	we	are	saved	there	is	a	washing	of	rebirth	and	renewal	by	the	
Holy	Spirit61.	Throughout	the	Scripture,	you	will	see	water	referred	to	as	a	cleansing	agent.	Ezekiel	prophesied	that	as	
God	gives	us	a	new	heart	He	washes	us	with	water.	The	priests,	before	they	would	go	into	the	Temple,	the	Tabernacle,	
the	Holy	of	Holies,	would	bathe	in	ceremonial	water.	We	see	Christ	go	into	baptismal	waters.	We	see	Jesus	on	the	last	
day	of	that	great	feast,	stand	and	say,	“I	am	living	water.	If	you	drink	from	me	you	will	never	thirst	again.62”	There	is	this	
motif	throughout	Scripture	of	the	cleansing	effect	and	power	of	washing	and	renewal	that	we	see	first	at	the	flood,	
church.	He	has	cleansed	the	Earth.	

Some	of	you	may	have	come	in	tonight	thinking	that	I	would	go	into	historical	theories	and	how	they	found	
seashells	on	that	mountain	or	a	fish	skull	on	top	of	this	mountain.	Go	do	that,	people.	Study	that	stuff	because	it’s	
fascinating.63	I	studied	it	this	week.	There	was	one	day	where	all	I	did	for	two	hours	is	read	different	archaeological	
things	and	findings.	There	are	about	twelve	major	things	that	have	happened	that	are	fascinating.	But,	tonight,	it’s	not	
about	whether	we	can	prove	scientifically	or	archaeologically	that	the	flood	occurred.	Tonight,	it’s	about	how	God	saves	
humanity	for	the	sake	of	His	name	and	the	glory	of	His	name	to	the	nations.	Through	the	flood	comes	one	family	that	
will	ultimately	point	us	to	Jesus	Christ,	where	on	the	cross	we	enter	into	a	greater	ark,	a	greater	salvation,	and,	as	the	
writer	of	Hebrews	says,	“A	newer	and	greater	covenant.64”	We	receive	salvation	through	the	ultimate	cleansing;	the	
cleansing	that	comes	through	the	blood	of	Christ’s	cross.	At	the	very	end,	in	the	book	of	Revelation,	we	are	told	that	
there	is	a	new	creation	that	will	one	day	be	made,	and	it’s	awesome	in	that	in	the	first	destruction	the	world	and	all	of	

																																																													
58	Matthew	10:34	
59	One	viewpoint	on	how	many	people	could	have	worked	on	the	ark:	https://answersingenesis.org/noahs-ark/how-many-people-built-
the-ark/		
60	1	Peter	3:18-22	
61	Titus	3:4	
62	John	4:13	
63	www.icr.org	and	www.answersingenesis.org	are	excellent	starting	points	for	studying	the	biblical	flood	of	Noah’s	day.	
64	Hebrews	8:6	
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creation	was	destroyed	by	water,	but	we	know	that	in	the	end	there	will	be	a	destruction	by	fire.	There	will	be	a	new	
Heaven	and	a	new	Earth.	People	ask	if	God	will	create	a	completely	new	Earth	and	a	completely	new	Heaven	or	will	God	
restore	this	one.	I	don’t	know.	It’s	going	to	be	a	re-creation,	whatever	it	is,	and	it’s	going	to	be	amazing.	The	flood	is	a	
picture	of	that	as	well.	

	
Revelation	21:1,	

“Then	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven	and	the	first	earth	had	passed	
away,	and	the	sea	was	no	more.	2	And	I	saw	the	holy	city,	new	Jerusalem,	coming	down	out	of	heaven	
from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	for	her	husband.	3	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	
“Behold,	the	dwelling	place	of	God	is	with	man.	He	will	dwell	with	them,	and	they	will	be	his	people,	and	
God	himself	will	be	with	them	as	their	God.	4	He	will	wipe	away	every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and	death	shall	
be	no	more,	neither	shall	there	be	mourning,	nor	crying,	nor	pain	anymore,	for	the	former	things	have	
passed	away.	5	And	he	who	was	seated	on	the	throne	said,	“Behold,	I	am	making	all	things	new.””	
	
There	is	coming	an	ultimate	renewal,	church,	and	just	as	Noah	stood	in	a	perverse	and	Godless	generation	and	

proclaimed	the	coming	of	wrath	and	destruction,	so	we	are	to	proclaim	that	there	is	a	coming	of	judgment	on	mankind	
and	we	are	to	point	people	back	to	the	cross	because	that’s	the	only	hope.	It’s	the	only	hope	that	people	have.	And	God	
says	to	Noah	in	one	of	the	coolest	conversations	in	all	of	Scripture.	

	
Genesis	9:8,	

“Then	God	said	to	Noah	and	to	his	sons	with	him,	9	“Behold,	I	establish	my	covenant	with	you	and	
your	offspring	after	you,	10	and	with	every	living	creature	that	is	with	you,	the	birds,	the	livestock,	and	
every	beast	of	the	earth	with	you,	as	many	as	came	out	of	the	ark;	it	is	for	every	beast	of	the	earth.	11	I	
establish	my	covenant	with	you,	that	never	again	shall	all	flesh	be	cut	off	by	the	waters	of	the	flood,	and	
never	again	shall	there	be	a	flood	to	destroy	the	earth.”	12	And	God	said,	“This	is	the	sign	of	the	covenant	
that	I	make	between	me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	that	is	with	you,	for	all	future	generations:	13	I	
have	set	my	bow	in	the	cloud,	and	it	shall	be	a	sign	of	the	covenant	between	me	and	the	earth.	14	When	I	
bring	clouds	over	the	earth	and	the	bow	is	seen	in	the	clouds,	15	I	will	remember	my	covenant	that	is	
between	me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	of	all	flesh.	And	the	waters	shall	never	again	become	a	
flood	to	destroy	all	flesh.	16	When	the	bow	is	in	the	clouds,	I	will	see	it	and	remember	the	everlasting	
covenant	between	God	and	every	living	creature	of	all	flesh	that	is	on	the	earth.”	17	God	said	to	Noah,	
“This	is	the	sign	of	the	covenant	that	I	have	established	between	me	and	all	flesh	that	is	on	the	earth.””	
	
God	establishes	this	covenant	and	He	gives	us	a	rainbow.	Who	doesn’t	like	to	see	a	rainbow?	It	makes	me	so	

mad	that	people	so	trivialize	rainbows.	They’ve	become	the	thing	of	fairy	tales,	and	bumper	stickers,	and	political	
movements.	No,	that’s	a	promise	that	God	gave	that	doesn’t	just	point	to	the	fact	that	He’s	not	going	to	flood	the	Earth	
again	but	it	points	to	the	fact	that	He	is	a	God	of	covenant,	and	that	there	is	a	greater	covenant	that	is	coming,	a	
covenant	that	will	replace	that	covenant.	It’s	a	covenant	that	says,	“I	will	write	this	covenant	on	your	hearts.”	Here’s	a	
promise;	every	time	we	see	the	rainbow	we	should	be	reminded	of	the	cross	of	Christ	and	the	great	covenant	that	Christ	
sealed	in	His	own	blood.	Jeremiah	prophesied	it	and	the	writer	of	Hebrews	points	back	to	it,	so	we	will	close	with	his	
recounting	of	that	in	Hebrews	8.	We	read	this	in	our	call	to	worship.	Starting	at	verse	1,	

	
“Now	the	point	in	what	we	are	saying	is	this:	we	have	such	a	high	priest,	one	who	is	seated	at	the	

right	hand	of	the	throne	of	the	Majesty	in	heaven,	2	a	minister	in	the	holy	places,	in	the	true	tent	that	the	
Lord	set	up,	not	man.	3	For	every	high	priest	is	appointed	to	offer	gifts	and	sacrifices;	thus	it	is	necessary	
for	this	priest	also	to	have	something	to	offer.	4	Now	if	he	were	on	earth,	he	would	not	be	a	priest	at	all,	
since	there	are	priests	who	offer	gifts	according	to	the	law.	5	They	serve	a	copy	and	shadow	of	the	
heavenly	things.	For	when	Moses	was	about	to	erect	the	tent,	he	was	instructed	by	God,	saying,	“See	that	
you	make	everything	according	to	the	pattern	that	was	shown	you	on	the	mountain.”	6	But	as	it	is,	Christ	
has	obtained	a	ministry	that	is	as	much	more	excellent	than	the	old	as	the	covenant	he	mediates	is	better,	
since	it	is	enacted	on	better	promises.”	
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So,	these	old	promises	are	replaced	and	fulfilled	in	Christ.		
	
Verse	7,	

“For	if	that	first	covenant	had	been	faultless,	there	would	have	been	no	occasion	to	look	for	a	
second.	8	For	he	finds	fault	with	them	when	he	says:	

	
“Behold,	the	days	are	coming,	declares	the	Lord,	
				when	I	will	establish	a	new	covenant	with	the	house	of	Israel	
				and	with	the	house	of	Judah,	
9	not	like	the	covenant	that	I	made	with	their	fathers	
				on	the	day	when	I	took	them	by	the	hand	to	bring	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt.	
For	they	did	not	continue	in	my	covenant,	
				and	so	I	showed	no	concern	for	them,	declares	the	Lord.	
10	For	this	is	the	covenant	that	I	will	make	with	the	house	of	Israel	
				after	those	days,	declares	the	Lord:	
I	will	put	my	laws	into	their	minds,	
				and	write	them	on	their	hearts,	
and	I	will	be	their	God,	
				and	they	shall	be	my	people.	
11	And	they	shall	not	teach,	each	one	his	neighbor	
				and	each	one	his	brother,	saying,	‘Know	the	Lord,’	
for	they	shall	all	know	me,	
				from	the	least	of	them	to	the	greatest.	
12	For	I	will	be	merciful	toward	their	iniquities,	
				and	I	will	remember	their	sins	no	more.”	
13	In	speaking	of	a	new	covenant,	he	makes	the	first	one	obsolete.	And	what	is	becoming	obsolete	

and	growing	old	is	ready	to	vanish	away.”	
	
You’ve	got	this	Old	Testament	trajectory	and	lineage	of	covenants	that	are	fulfilled	in	the	one	greater	

covenant—Christ	on	the	cross.	As	we	go	through	this	study	we	are	going	to	see	different	covenants	that	God	makes	with	
man,	and	all	of	those	point	us	to	a	greater	covenant,	where	Jesus	has	ratified	that	covenant	in	His	own	blood.	He	is	all	
about	making	things	new,	and	that’s	why	the	Bible	says	in	2	Corinthians	5:17,	

	
“Therefore,	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	a	new	creation.	The	old	has	passed	away;	behold,	the	new	

has	come.”	
	
We	are	given	a	new	heart;	we	are	given	a	new	life;	we	are	given	hope,	and	peace,	and	salvation	in	the	midst	of	

turmoil,	and	flooding,	and	the	storms	of	life.	We	have	new	life	in	Christ.	That’s	what	the	flood	should	teach	us.	It’s	at	
least	what	the	flood	should	remind	us	of	and	point	us	to.	

	
So,	tonight	we	are	going	to	do	things	a	little	differently.	We	are	going	to	close	with	a	time	of	worship	and	we	are	

going	to	sing	several	songs.	Tonight,	I	want	to	give	you	an	opportunity,	if	you	are	here	tonight	and	you	don’t	know	the	
Lord	we	would	love	to	have	an	opportunity	to	talk	with	you	and	help	you	to	understand	how	to	have	a	relationship	with	
Jesus.	Some	of	you	have	been	coming	to	church	here	and	there	are	some	of	you	who	I	don’t	know	if	you	are	a	Christian	
or	not.	It’s	simple;	if	you	are	not	a	Christian,	you	receive	what	God	has	given	us	in	His	death	on	the	cross,	and	you	
confess	Christ	as	Lord,	and	you	call	on	Him	for	salvation,	and	He	saves	us	in	faith	and	repentance.	Christ	makes	us	new.	

Maybe	you	walk	to	talk	to	somebody	or	pray	with	somebody.	I	want	to	ask	our	deacons	that	are	in	the	building	
to	just	come	and	stand	on	the	front	row	as	we	go	into	a	time	of	worship.	I	have	a	couple	of	ladies	who	are	going	to	do	
that	to.	If	you	are	here	and	you	don’t	know	the	Lord,	we	would	love	to	pray	with	you,	talk	with	you,	and	help	you.	If	you	
are	here	and	you	want	somebody	to	pray	with	you—some	of	you	live	in	a	dry	place;	you	work	with	unbelievers	and	you	
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live	with	unbelievers	and	this	is	your	only	opportunity	for	Christian	community	every	week.	When	we	get	done	in	a	few	
minutes	and	it’s	kind	of	helter-skelter	and	everybody	is	talking,	and	fellowshipping,	and	having	a	good	time,	maybe	you	
just	want	somebody	to	pray	with	you;	a	sister	or	a	brother	who	can	pray	over	your	life	and	your	situation.	We	want	to	
offer	that	to	you	tonight.	We	would	love	to	have	a	time	of	prayer	with	you.	

So,	I’ll	pray	and	then	we	will	have	folks	down	front	here	who	would	love	to	pray	with	you.	We	are	going	to	stand	
and	worship	the	Lord	together	as	we	close	our	time	tonight.	

	
Lord, I pray that tonight that we would respond as you would have us to respond and that we would 

honor you as you are worthy of honor, and praise, and worship. I pray that, just as you saved and rescued 
Noah from destruction and death, you save and rescue us from a destruction and death that we deserve 
because of our own sin. I pray that we would see the story of the Gospel in this story that has become so 
fabled and so trivialized, and that we would see the great picture of the Gospel in this story. I pray that 
tonight that we would worship you because you saved us and offer us salvation. I pray for anyone that is here 
tonight who doesn’t know you, that you would speak to their heart and call them from death to life and call 
them out of the coming destruction of this world and call them into Christ Jesus, the true Ark, the Better 
Covenant, the Redeemer, the Saviour, and the One who makes all things new. I pray that tonight you would 
speak and minister to the hearts of those who could probably identify with Noah in the lonely days where he 
maybe didn’t feel like he heard your voice, or that you were distant and he was alone in this world. While he 
was the one herald of righteousness and he watched godly family members die off and he was left alone. 
Maybe there are some of us who identify with Noah sitting in the boat, or on the side of that mountain after 
the flood was over, and the smoke had cleared and the dust had settled, and realizing that he had taken a 
step into a new world and a new life, and everything else had gone behind and was no more. I pray that you 
would invigorate, and excite, and give us a renewed understanding of the future that you have for us. Please 
tonight, Lord, move in our hearts as you see fit and as only you can. In Jesus’ name.	

	
I	did	want	to	give	a	quick	update	on	some	things	that	are	going	on	overseas.	One,	is	about	the	team	that	is	in	

South	Sudan	with	the	Echelon	team	right	now.	Will	Avent	and	Tara	Jones	are	both	Red	Oak	members	and	they	were	the	
core	of	the	team	that	we	established,	initially,	and	then	Bailey	Jacobs,	who	will	be	a	part	of	this	church	for	probably	the	
next	year	or	two,	and	Vann	Jones	are	also	on	the	team.	Will	and	the	girls	have	been	there	for	a	week	and	the	report	we	
got	from	Bobby	is	that	the	fit	is	perfect.	That’s	a	big	answer	to	prayer	because	when	you	send	a	team	like	this	it	can	be	
awesome	or	it	can	be	an	absolute	trainwreck.	There	is	such	a	need	for	chemistry	and	for	the	team	to	click	and	connect,	
and	Bobby	said	that	this	team	is	perfect	for	what	they	are	doing,	so	they	are	off	and	running.	We	will	keep	you	updated	
on	that.	

Aaron	and	Josh	Haskell	are	back	and	we	gave	them	a	really	puny	applause	earlier.	Welcome	these	men	home—
come	on,	Red	Oak,	for	crying	out	loud!	We	are	going	to	be	hearing	from	them	next	week.	We	want	to	give	them	an	
opportunity	to	let	us	hear	how	the	trip	went	and	we	have	had	a	chance	to	debrief	a	little	bit.	I’m	excited	about	plans	and	
vision	for	the	next	several	months	and	hopefully	we	will	be	able	to	unpack	some	of	that	for	you	next	week.	I’m	really	
excited	about	some	opportunities	this	winter	for	Red	Oak	and	for—are	you	ready?	Drumroll…	--	These	guys	did	their	job	
well	and	they	have	identified	seventeen	believers	in	that	region.	Now,	Red	Oak	Church	started	with	less	than	seventeen	
believers,	and	there	are	seventeen	people	in	that	region	who	profess	belief	in	Christ,	so	it’s	exciting	as	to	what	could	
happen	there.	So,	how	do	we	unify	those	guys	and	get	them	on	the	same	page?	Half	of	them	are	scared	to	death	
because	they’ve	been	beaten	so	many	times	for	their	faith.	So,	it’s	real	exciting	to	have	our	guys	back.	

It’s	good	to	worship	with	you	tonight	and	it’s	always	good	to	be	with	God’s	people,	in	God’s	house,	on	the	Lord’s	
day,	the	day	He	set	aside	for	this.	I	hope	you	have	an	awesome	week	and	just	reflect	on	the	fact	that	you	have	been	
made	new.	Peter	says	that	when	you	came	up	out	of	those	baptismal	waters	that	it	was	like	Noah	walking	off	that	ark.	
It’s	a	new	beginning	and	it’s	an	awesome	picture	of	the	Gospel.	So,	if	you	haven’t	been	baptized	we	want	to	dunk	you.	
We	are	passionate	about	being	obedient	to	Scripture,	so	we’d	love	to	talk	to	you	about	that	also.	So,	talk	to	one	of	the	
elders,	or	deacons,	or	really	any	of	the	church	members.	We’d	love	to	talk	to	you	about	that.		

So,	tonight,	I	will	read	a	benediction	from	Hebrews	13	and	then	we	will	fellowship	together.	
	
Hebrews	13:20,	
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“Now	may	the	God	of	peace	who	brought	again	from	the	dead	our	Lord	Jesus,	the	great	shepherd	
of	the	sheep,	by	the	blood	of	the	eternal	covenant,	21	equip	you	with	everything	good	that	you	may	do	his	
will,	working	in	us	that	which	is	pleasing	in	his	sight,	through	Jesus	Christ,	to	whom	be	glory	forever	and	
ever.	Amen.”
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October	18,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Genesis	11	
Brody	Holloway	
	

Amen!	What	an	exciting	night.	Having	a	baptism	and	hearing	the	report	from	our	guys	who	have	been	in	the	
Himalayas.	That’s	another	world!	It’s	like	you’re	on	another	planet	and	just	to	think	that	the	Gospel	is	advancing	there	is	
awesome!	

I’ll	give	you	a	spoiler	alert.	We	will	be	meeting	over	the	next	couple	of	weeks	with	Brody	and	Caroline	Ellis,	and	
I’ve	contacted	a	pastor	who	we	are	just	starting	a	conversation	with.	It’s	really	cold	in	Leh	from	about	now	until	April,	so	
there	is	no	activity	there	as	everything	kind	of	shuts	down.	So,	it’s	the	perfect	time	to	fly	those	guys	out	of	there	and	we	
are	going	to	put	them	in	another	city,	called	Derhradun,	where	Caroline	has	some	strong	relationships	with	IMB65	folks.	
Remember,	a	couple	of	years	ago	we	sent	a	team	of	guys—Howard	Brown,	Tracy	Nelson,	Hal	Peek—and	they	met	up	
with	Caroline	and	went	up	there.	That	is	the	area	that	we	are	targeting	for	the	fish	farming	project.	We	are	going	to	at	
bringing	these	seventeen	people,	at	about	a	hundred	bucks	a	pop,	from	Leh.	For	about	three	hundred	dollars	apiece,	we	
can	get	them	into	Derhradun	for	two	months.	We	will	put	Brody	and	Caroline	on	the	ground	for	two	weeks	to	start	the	
discipleship	process	and	partner	with	some	other	churches	and	get	pastors	to	bring	teams.	So,	for	two	months	straight	
we	will	be	discipling	these	seventeen	believers.	Does	that	sound	like	a	plan?	Yes	it	does.	That	sounds	like	Matthew	28;	
going	to	the	nations	and	making	disciples	of	all	people.	That’s	what	it	sounds	like.	We	are	part	of	a	church	where	God	is	
breathing	the	Great	Commission	through	us	and	on	us	right	now	and	it’s	an	exciting	thing	to	be	a	part	of.	I	would	have	
loved	to	have	been	a	fly	on	the	wall	for	about	half	the	conversations	those	two	guys	had	with	the	Indian	folks	over	there.	
It	would	have	been	awesome,	man!		

There	is	so	much	going	on	before	and	after	the	sermon	tonight	that	I	have	vowed	to	preach	thirty	minutes	
tonight	rather	than	fifty.	So,	you	can	relax.	Tonight	is	going	to	be	shorter	because	of	all	that’s	going	on,	but	I	want	to	
make	sure	that	you	all	are	aware	of	what	is	going	on,	globally,	in	relation	to	Red	Oak.	We	want	to	keep	y’all	in	the	loop	
and	one	of	the	things	that	we’ve	just	been	meeting	and	talking	about	is	what	we	are	going	to	do	to	ramp	up.	God	is	
blessing	this	church.	I	don’t	know	if	you’ve	noticed	but	we	are	filling	the	seats,	and	there	was	a	time	where	there	were	
about	fifteen	or	twenty	of	us	that	met	for	four	or	five	years.	So,	we	want	to	be	accountable	to	one	another	for	what	we	
are	doing	with	the	resources	that	God	is	giving	us.	We	have	an	amazing	opportunity	to	spend	our	money	in	an	awesome	
and	effective	way.	

What	I	was	going	to	say	about	Josh	and	Aaron	is	that	Josh	is	twenty-two	and	he	got	saved	with	he	was	
seventeen.	For	seventeen	years	of	that	man’s	life	he	was	worshipping	a	false	and	pagan	demon	god	in	the	Mormon	
faith,	and	at	this	stage	in	his	life	he	would	have	quite	possibly	been	on	a	two-man	missionary	trip	somewhere.	Is	that	not	
the	beautiful,	redemptive	irony	of	the	Gospel?	He	was	just	over	in	India	proclaiming	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	I	get	
chills	when	I	think	about	what	God	has	done	in	Josh’s	life.	Then,	I	taught	a	boys’	outdoor	class	that	Aaron	was	in	and	I	
couldn’t	get	Aaron	to	say	‘hello’	to	me;	and	tonight	he	just	stood	up	there	with	a	microphone	and	talked	to	all	of	you	at	
one	time.	I	was	just	blub-bubbling	with	this	Jesus-joy.	It	was	awesome,	man!	So,	God	is	doing	awesome	stuff	in	this	
church	and	through	the	people	here.	The	South	Sudan	team	is	doing	good	and	rocking	it.	Tara	has	kind	of	become	the	
spokesperson	I’m	talking	through	and	it’s	been	tough.	There	has	been	a	lot	of	struggle	with	language	barriers	but	she	
says	it’s	going	great.	God	is	doing	awesome	things,	so	please	continue	to	pray	for	them.	Continue	to	pray	for	the	folks	
we	saw	on	the	slides	tonight.	It’s	exciting	to	see	what	God’s	going	to	do	in	the	days	ahead.	

Genesis	11.	You	might	think,	at	this	point,	that	you	didn’t	think	we	were	going	to	preach	through	a	book	of	the	
Bible	and	this	is	the	fourth	straight	week	in	Genesis.	Well,	you	have	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	book	of	Genesis	comprises	
about	half	of	human	history.	Right?	At	least	a	third	of	it,	depending	on	how	the	lineages	play	out	and	how	you	measure	
them.	The	short	side	of	human	history,	which	more	conservative	Bible	scholars	would	hold	to,	would	be	six-to-seven	
thousand	year.	The	longer	side	of	conservative	figures	would	be	about	ten	thousand	years.	So,	either	way	you	look	at	it	
the	book	of	Genesis	takes	place	over	about	three	thousand	years.	So,	we	are	spending	several	weeks	here	and	we	will	be	
in	it	another	week	or	two	after	tonight,	then	we	will	walk	through	the	quarter	of	history	that	is	basically	the	building	of	
the	nation	of	Israel	and	everything	that	points	to	Christ.	We	will	still	be	on	time	and	on	track	to	finish	the	Advent	season	
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and	in	that	season	we	will	be	looking	at	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	as	it	is	completed	and	fulfilled	in	all	those	Old	
Testament	stories.	

So,	my	thirty	minutes	hasn’t	started	yet.	It’s	starting	now.	Genesis	11:1,	
	

“Now	the	whole	earth	had	one	language	and	the	same	words.	2	And	as	people	migrated	from	the	
east,	they	found	a	plain	in	the	land	of	Shinar	and	settled	there.	3	And	they	said	to	one	another,	“Come,	let	
us	make	bricks,	and	burn	them	thoroughly.”	And	they	had	brick	for	stone,	and	bitumen	for	mortar.	4	Then	
they	said,	“Come,	let	us	build	ourselves	a	city	and	a	tower	with	its	top	in	the	heavens,	and	let	us	make	a	
name	for	ourselves,	lest	we	be	dispersed	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.”	5	And	the	Lord	came	down	to	
see	the	city	and	the	tower,	which	the	children	of	man	had	built.	6	And	the	Lord	said,	“Behold,	they	are	one	
people,	and	they	have	all	one	language,	and	this	is	only	the	beginning	of	what	they	will	do.	And	nothing	
that	they	propose	to	do	will	now	be	impossible	for	them.	7	Come,	let	us	go	down	and	there	confuse	their	
language,	so	that	they	may	not	understand	one	another's	speech.”	8	So	the	Lord	dispersed	them	from	
there	over	the	face	of	all	the	earth,	and	they	left	off	building	the	city.	9	Therefore	its	name	was	called	
Babel,	because	there	the	Lord	confused	the	language	of	all	the	earth.	And	from	there	the	Lord	dispersed	
them	over	the	face	of	all	the	earth.”	
	
So,	let’s	just	walk	through	it	and	unpack	it.	Let’s	see	how	it	points	us	to	Christ	and	how	it	ties	into	the	Gospel.	It’s	

really	interesting	because	what	you	will	have	a	lot	of	times	in	Old	Testament	writings	in	particular,	is	there	is	a	method	
the	writers	would	use	where	you	could	sort	of	invert	it	and	flip-flop	it	so	that	the	first	line	would	match	up	to	the	final	
line.	If	you	look	at	verse	1,	where	it	says	the	whole	earth	had	one	language,	then	you	can	go	down	to	verse	9	to	where	it	
says	that	God	confused	all	the	languages.	If	you	go	a	little	further,	you	see	where	the	people	said	for	them	all	to	come	
together	so	that	they	would	not	be	dispersed	throughout	the	Earth,	and	then	you	go	to	the	end	of	the	passage	and	it	
says	that	God	dispersed	them	throughout	the	Earth.	So,	a	lot	of	times	you	have	God	working	and	there	is	a	kind	of	poetic	
usage	of	words.	You	see	God,	not	only	telling	a	story	but	telling	it	very	poetically,	so	that	readers	would	be	able	to	
remember	it	and	commit	it	to	memory,	and	also	to	set	God’s	will	over	against	the	will	of	man.	

This	is	the	third	major	movement	of	human	rebellion	against	God.	So,	we	have	Adam	and	Eve	rebelling	against	
God	in	the	first	major	historical	fall.	Then,	we	have,	at	the	time	of	the	flood,	which	we	studied	last	week,	this	massive	
movement	of	all	of	humanity	against	God,	where	the	world	has	become	despicable	and	utterly	evil.	Now,	after	the	flood,	
the	generations	have	come	down	to	this	place	at	Babel,	and	you	have	another	falling	out	where	man	is	actually	looking	
to	replace	the	glory	of	God	with	his	own	glory,	in	much	the	same	way	that	Adam	and	Eve	sought	to	find	glory	in	their	
own	selves	and	their	own	knowledge	in	the	Garden.	So,	you	see	at	Babel	a	very	similar	picture	of	what	was	happening	in	
the	Garden	of	Eden,	where	Adam	and	Eve	were	saying	that	if	they	ate	the	fruit	they	could	be	like	God.	The	people	at	
Babel	were	saying	that	if	they	built	this	massive	tower	they	could	be	like	gods,	find	glory,	and	make	a	name	for	
themselves.	So,	go	back	to	Genesis	9:1,	to	the	story	that	we	looked	at	last	week	regarding	the	flood.	The	flood	covers	
several	chapters	and	we	didn’t	really	get	into	chapter	9.	But	in	that	chapter	the	first	thing	that	God	does	is	He	
reinstitutes	the	command	that	they	be	fruitful	and	multiply,	and	in	verse	1	He	says,	“fill	the	Earth.”	The	idea	is	to	
“Disperse	yourselves	over	all	of	the	Earth.”	The	Earth	was	to	be	filled	with	humanity	but	what	they	do	in	chapter	11,	is	
they	are	congregating	together	in	this	one	valley	and	they	are	doing	everything	they	can	to	maintain	oneness	and	unity,	
which	is	exactly	contrary	to	what	God	has	instructed	them	to	do.	So,	in	an	open	act	of	rebellion,	they	are	not	spreading	
out	and	filling	the	Earth.	They	are	staying	together.	

In	the	timeline,	chapter	10	walks	through	the	Table	of	Nations,	and	it	tells	us	that	one	family’s	lineage	went	to	
the	north	and	another	family’s	lineage	went	to	the	west,	so	it	actually	takes	place	after	the	happenings	and	goings	on	of	
Genesis	11:1-9.	When	we	go	back	to	chapter	10:10,	we	meet	this	guy	whose	name	is	Nimrod.	He’s	a	mighty	warrior	and	
a	great	hunter.	In	fact,	there’s	a	song,	or	a	proverb,	or	a	poem	that	is	written	about	him,	and	it’s	quoted	in	10:10,	where	
it	says,	

	
“Like	Nimrod	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	Lord.”	

	
Nimrod	established	cities.	In	fact,	several	cities	were	established	in	this	region	and	one	of	those	cities	was	Babel,	

which	is	modern	day	Babylon.	Those	of	you	who	have	been	members	or	attendees	of	Red	Oak	for	some	time	might	
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remember	a	couple	of	years	back	where	we	looked	at	the	root	of	all	pagan	religions	being	at	the	Tower	of	Babel.	All	
religions	sort	of	flowed	out	of	the	Tower	of	Babel.	If	you	go	back	to	that	place	that	was	sort	of	the	seed	or	the	bed	of	
Greek	mythology,	and	the	Egyptian	pantheon,	and	the	polytheism	of	all	the	pagan	religions	in	the	southern	parts	of	Asia	
and	in	the	other	parts	of	the	world.	At	that	time,	there	began	to	spring	up	pagan	and	demonic	religions.	People	were	
worshipping	the	moon,	and	Sun,	and	stars,	and	their	worship	of	all	those	things	was	rooted	at	Babel.	So,	you	had	all	
these	people	kind	of	congregating	together	and	it	seems	that	the	man	who	emerged	as	the	leader	of	the	affair	at	Babel	
was	this	guy	named	Nimrod.	Nimrod	became	the	father	of	cities	and	he	became	the	first	organized	king	who	set	about	
to	conquer	major	swaths	of	humanity.	So,	a	lot	is	going	on,	historically,	at	Babel.		

A	lot	of	times,	as	we	are	going	through	these	stories,	we	think	back	to	when	we	were	little	kids.	I	can	remember,	
as	a	child,	being	taught	that	what	the	Tower	of	Babel	was	about	was	these	people	trying	to	build	this	tower	so	high	that	
they	could	reach	into	Heaven	and	see	God.	But,	these	people	were	not	imbeciles	and	nobody	in	his	right	mind	would	
think	that	you	would	go	to	the	lowest	point	in	a	region	and	begin	the	construction	of	a	building	that	was	to	reach	to	
Heaven.	This	type	of	building66	was	very	common	in	that	Mesopotamian	region.	These	structures,	that	we	believe	the	
Tower	of	Babel	was	built	like,	were	very	common.	It	would	have	been	a	stair-stepped,	almost	terraced,	building	so	that	it	
would	hold	together	well.	They	didn’t	frame	buildings	the	way	that	we	frame	and	they	didn’t	have	the	materials	that	we	
have.	So,	you	would	be	hard-pressed	to	think	that	if	they	thought	they	could	physically	stretch	a	building	into	the	
heavens	that	they	would	start	at	the	lowest	point.	They	would	probably	have	gone	back	to	a	place	like	Ararat	or	a	high	
point	like	that	to	accomplish	a	lot	of	their	goal	that	way.	

Guys	like	Martin	Luther,	about	six	hundred	years	ago,	were	helping	us	to	figure	this	out.	The	idea	of	building	a	
structure	that	reached	to	a	god	was	that	they	were	building	a	temple	of	pagan	worship.	They	were	building	a	temple	
that	would	take	the	place	of	worshipping	God.	The	idea	is	that	they	would	build	a	hub	of	worship	and	here	is	what	a	lot	
of	commentators	think	was	happening.	I	checked	this	against	so	many	solid	commentators	and	it	was	amazing	how	
likeminded	they	were,	because	it	was	something	that	was	new	for	me.	The	idea	is	that,	perhaps,	in	trying	to	keep	from	
dispersing	throughout	the	Earth,	what	was	needed	was	a	religious	epicenter	that	would	hold	people	in	one	place.	There	
is	a	really	strong	belief	in	a	lot	of	conservative,	theological	circles	that	maybe	it	wasn’t	just	as	simple	as,	“Can	we	build	a	
building	tall	enough	that	we	can	step	into	Jesus’	living	room?”	But,	it	was,	“Can	we	build	a	structure	big	enough,	and	
impressive	enough,	to	say,	‘Look	who	we	are!	Look	at	our	glory!	This	needs	to	be	the	place	of	your	worship.’”	It	would	
replace	the	worship	that	God	had	instituted	with	the	Noahic	Covenant,	when	those	first	people	came	off	the	ark,	with	a	
manmade	worship	and	a	pagan	religion.	Scripture	would	tell	us	later	that	it	was	demonic	in	its	nature.	

See,	in	the	Garden	of	Eden,	Satan	creeps	in	and	he	begins	to	twist,	and	pervert,	and	distort	what	people	saw	
God	as	being;	and	now	you	have	this	really	satanic	driven	process	of	a	religion	that	is	springing	up	that	will	eventually	
lead	to	all	the	religions	of	the	world.	So,	at	least	a	case	can	be	made—I	don’t	want	to	take	exegetical	liberties	here	and	
say	that	I	know	for	a	fact	that	they	didn’t	believe	they	could	physically	build	a	tower	into	the	physical	heavens—but	it	
sure	would	seem,	in	the	context	of	what	is	going	on,	that	these	people	were	trying	to	exalt	themselves	into	the	position,	
spiritually,	where	they	didn’t	need	God.	They	would	make	a	name	for	themselves.	That	is	so	similar	to	what	Satan	does	
in	his	own	fall	and	it’s	so	similar	to	how	he	appeals	to	Adam	and	Eve.	So,	you	have	this	appeal	to	people	to	come	
together	in	this	unified	front	to	build	a	religion,	and	a	worship,	and	a	place	of	unification	that	would	stand	against	God’s	
clear	teaching	just	two	chapters	earlier,	which	could	have	been	several	generations	earlier.	Remember,	quite	a	bit	of	
time	has	passed	from	the	flood	to	this	point.	

So,	in	verses	3-4,	you	read,	“Come	let	us	make	bricks	and	burn	them	together,”	and	then	you	see,	“Come	let	us	
build	for	ourselves	a	city	and	a	tower	with	its	tops	in	the	heavens,”	and	the	idea	is	that	this	magnificent,	glorious	
structure	would	be	put	in	place.	So,	it	seems	like	there	are	two	things	that	they	are	trying	to	accomplish	here.	One,	is	to	
make	for	themselves	a	name,	and	two	is	to	avoid	being	scattered.	Make	a	name	for	themselves	and	avoid	being	
scattered.	Both	of	those	things	fly	exactly	in	the	face	of	Yahweh	and	His	plan	and	His	will	for	the	people	of	the	Earth.	He	
said,	“Fill	the	Earth…be	fruitful…multiply…you	will	be	my	people	and	I	will	be	your	God.”	

So,	it	seems	to	be	that	the	people	are	trying	to	build	a	house	of	worship.	It’s	man’s	endeavor	to	reach	God.	
Luther	said	that	the	words,	“With	its	top	in	the	heavens,”	are	not	physical	but	spiritual.	Whether	he	is	right	or	wrong	it	is	
definitely	clear	that	this	was	to	be	a	place	of	worship;	a	city	whose	central	structure	would	draw	people	together.	Many	

																																																													
66	The	Tower	of	Babel	was	a	ziggurat.	Ziggurats	were	massive	structures	built	in	the	ancient	Mesopotamian	valley	and	western	Iranian	
plateau,	having	the	form	of	a	terraced	step	pyramid	of	successively	receding	stories	or	levels.	An	excellent	resource	on	the	Tower	of	
Babel	is	the	book,	The	Tower	of	Babel,	by	Bodie	Hodge.	
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commentators	believe	that	Nimrod,	in	his	quest	to	build	a	great	empire,	realized	that	people	needed	spiritual	motivation	
that	was	strong	enough	to	overcome	their	understanding	to	scatter	abroad	on	the	Earth.	The	tower	would	have	satisfied	
that	need	and,	indeed,	would	have	held	them	there	as	this	would	have	been	a	central	place	of	worship.	It	should	not	be	
overlooked	that	this	is	a	similar	picture	of	what	happened	in	Eden.	False	religions	that	involve	worship	of	stars,	suns,	
space	and	nature	were	all	products	of	Satan	deceiving	people	in	order	to	replace	God.	This	is	a	very	spiritual	scene.	

But,	in	verse	5,	God	intervenes.	Unlike	the	flood,	God	doesn’t	destroy	them.	He	had	promised	that	He	wouldn’t;	
in	fact,	He	is	going	to	use	this	scene	to	advance	the	work	of	bringing	the	Gospel	into	the	world	and	one	day	establishing	
a	kingdom	that	will	not	end.	Remember,	at	the	end	of	the	flood,	God	put	his	bow	in	the	sky.	Spencer	made	a	great	point	
last	week	in	pointing	out	that,	particularly	in	the	same-sex,	homosexual	community	right	now,	the	rainbow	has	become	
the	symbol	that	represents	that	community.	The	scary,	and	fearful,	and	dreadful	irony	is	that	that	bow,	which	is	like	the	
bow	of	a	bow	and	arrow,	is	what	God	takes	as	an	object	of	war,	and	an	object	of	wrath,	and	He	guards	His	promises	over	
creation	to	give	us	peace,	and	hope,	and	reminder	us	of	His	goodness	and	love;	and	people	today	would	take	that	and	
use	it	to	defend	their	cause,	which	is	completely	opposite	to	the	call	of	God	for	sexuality.	It’s	scary	but	it’s	no	different	
from	what	these	people	are	doing	here.	Because,	God	had	said	that	He	wouldn’t	destroy	the	Earth	again,	and	now,	with	
some	presumption	on	His	kindness,	these	people	are	acting	in	a	way	that	is	very	similar,	it	seems,	to	the	way	that	pre-
flood	humanity	was	behaving.	But,	what	God	does	in	His	grace	is	that	He	doesn’t	come	down	and	destroy	them.	What	
we	see	in	the	grace	of	God	here,	is	a	gentle	concern	for	human	arrogance	and	foolishness.	He	simply	sets	in	motion	the	
events	that	will	put	a	screeching	halt	to	this	venture	but	will,	in	turn,	shape	the	history	of	the	world	and	prepare	all	the	
nations	of	the	Earth	that	would	grow	out	of	this,	to	receive	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	that’s	what	we	are	right	in	the	
middle	of	right	now.	

That’s	what	we	are	seeing	happen	in	Ladakh,	in	Leh,	India.	That’s	what	we	are	seeing	happen	with	the	Dinka	in	
South	Sudan.	Because,	what	happens	out	of	this	is	that	God	begins	to	disperse	these	people	and	set	the	world’s	stage	
for	the	Gospel	to	go	to	the	ends	of	the	Earth,	and	so	that	God	would	be	glorified.	In	the	Garden	of	Eden,	in	Genesis	3,	
the	first	humans	were	driven	away	to	prevent	what	could	have	happened	if	given	access	to	the	Tree	of	Life.	Here	in	this	
scene,	verses	6-7	show	us	a	similar	situation,	where	God	isn’t	scared	in	either	case	to	think	that	the	people	might	
advance	themselves	to	be	above	Him	in	any	way.	He	simply	sees	the	destructive	consequences	that	could	face	humanity	
if	left	unchecked.	

Listened	to	verses	6-7,	
	

“And	the	Lord	said,	“Behold,	they	are	one	people,	and	they	have	all	one	language,	and	this	is	only	
the	beginning	of	what	they	will	do.	And	nothing	that	they	propose	to	do	will	now	be	impossible	for	them.	7	
Come,	let	us	go	down	and	there	confuse	their	language,	so	that	they	may	not	understand	one	another's	
speech.”	
	
There’s	this	idea	that	God	is	saying	that	there	is	no	end	to	what	they	might	do.	God’s	not	saying,	“Oh,	man,	if	I	

let	them	build	this	tower	they	will	get	up	here	to	me	and,	boy,	they’ll	really	have	their	way	with	me.”	We	know	that’s	not	
true.	What	God	is	saying	is,	“I	need	to	intervene	lest	they	self-destruct	in	a	way	that	they	can’t	recover	from.”	God	is	
saying	that	there	is	not	end	to	what	they	will	do.	

	Listen,	church,	we	know	that	there	is	no	limit	to	where	human	depravity	can	take	a	person.	Turn	on	the	news.	
Rub	shoulders	with	your	neighbors,	and	coworkers,	and	listen	to	people’s	stories;	the	abuse,	the	damage	that	is	done,	
and	the	destruction	that	exists	just	within	our	community	and	relationships.	The	way	that	fathers,	and	stepfathers,	and	
mothers	treat	their	kids,	and	the	abandonment,	and	the	hurt,	and	the	addiction,	and	what	people	will	give	up	and	
abandon	just	for	a	quick	fix,	or	a	high,	or	sexual	craving;	there	is	no	end	to	what	people	will	do.	And	God	says,	“I’ve	got	
to	intervene	here.	I	cannot	let	people	go,	completely	uninhibited,	down	this	path,	because	there	is	no	end	to	what	they	
will	do.	If	they	are	unified	in	their	front	there	is	no	end	to	what	they	will	do.”	So,	God	says,	“Let’s	go	down.”	It’s	a	picture	
of	God	stooping	down	to	their	puny	level.	It’s	almost	comical.	I’m	not	a	Hebrew	scholar	and	I	don’t	have	a	grasp	of	the	
original	language	at	all;	you	know	that.	But,	it	does	seem	very	clear,	from	reading	guys	who	are	a	lot	smarter	than	me,	
that	there’s	some	sarcasm	and	even	humor	in	the	way	this	is	written.	It’s	like	God	is	saying,	“Oh,	you	wanna	come	up	
here?	I’ve	got	a	better	idea;	let	me	come	down	there.”	Because,	that’s	what	the	Gospel	is	all	about	anyway.	Nobody	is	
ever	going	to	go	to	God.	Romans	3:10	says	nobody	is	righteous.	Romans	3:12	says	nobody	is	good.	The	prophet	Isaiah	
says	that	our	righteousness	is	as	filthy	rags.	No	one	can	ascend	to	the	heights	of	Heaven.	Nobody	can	do	that	spiritually	
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any	more	than	they	can	do	it	physically.	If	it’s	an	impossibility	to	ascend	to	Heaven	physically,	much	more	is	the	
impossibility	that	we	would	ascend	there	spiritually,	in	our	own	merit	and	our	own	ability.	These	people	are	trying	to	
ascend	to	this	place	and	God	comes	down	to	them	in	this	play	on	words.	They	say,	“Come,	let	us	build	and	come,	let	us	
make,”	and	God	says,	“Come,	let	us	go	down.”	

Have	you	ever	flown	out	of	New	York	City	or	any	big	city?	Have	you	ever	flown	out	of	Dulles	and	flown	over	
D.C.?	Those	monuments	look	comically	small	and	cartoon-like	from	about	five-thousand	feet.	Just	five-thousand	feet.	
And	we’re	going	to	cruise	at	forty-thousand.	I	flew	over	the	Grand	Canyon	recently	and	it	was	kind	of	impressive	from	
that	height	but	it	still	didn’t	look	that	big.	I	was	looking	down	at	the	Grand	Canyon	and	I	thought,	“Look,	I	can	see	the	
end	of	it.”	But	I	looked	up	and	I	thought,	“I	can’t	see	the	end	of	that.”	Can	you	imagine	what	these	several	thousand	
people	had	put	together	for	a	construction	project	and	what	it	must	have	been	like	for	God	to	sort	of	say,	“Hey….that’s	a	
cute	little	thing	you	guys	got	going	there”?	What	are	they	thinking?	And	God	comes	down	to	them	in	this	unique	picture	
of	telling	them	that,	“You	don’t	go	up	to	God.”	

God	comes	to	them	in	one	of	two	ways:	in	wrath,	and	destruction,	and	consequential	punishment	for	sin,	or	in	
grace	and	mercy.	We	receive	what	is	extended	to	us	in	His	hand	of	mercy	at	the	cross	and	there	is	a	really	beautiful	
picture	of	both	of	those	things	right	here.	God	could	say,	“Remember	that	flood	thing?	You	guys	ever	heard	about	that?	I	
said	I	wouldn’t	ever	do	it	with	water	again	but	you	should	see	some	of	my	lightning	work;	it’s	pretty	impressive!”	Could	
He	have	wiped	out	a	whole	race	of	people	or	all	of	humanity?	Yeah,	sure	He	could	have.	But,	God	is	no	longer	moving	
toward	destruction;	He	is	moving	toward	massive	redemption	in	humanity.	So,	what	He	is	going	to	do	is	break	out	of	this	
one	mass	of	people	many	nations	that	will	spread	and	fill	the	Earth.	God	is	gracious	because	He	says,	“You	are	not	going	
to	do	what	I	told	you?	I’ll	do	it.	Let	me	help	you.”	He	nudges	them	and	we	can	go	back	to	study	the	Table	of	Nations	in	
Genesis	10,	and	we	can	line	that	up	with	modern	studies	in	anthropology	and	archaeology	and	we	can	learn	that	from	
that	part	of	the	world	the	Indo-European	people	migrated	up,	we	can	trace	people	into	modern	day	Russia,	and	across	
the	Bering	Strait	into	Alaska,	and	all	the	way	down	into	South	America.	There	is	a	reason	that	from	Alaska	to	South	
America,	native	North	and	South	Americans	have	similar	skin	tone	and	similar	skeletal	structure,	and	it’s	crazy.	Because	
this	goes	back	to	this	initial	migration	where	they	are	filling	the	Earth,	and	this	is	all	an	act	of	God’s	grace.	This	is	all	a	
picture	of	God’s	grace.	He	is	saying,	“I	will	fill	the	Earth	and	prepare	the	Earth	to	receive	the	Gospel.	It’s	beautiful	that	
God	does	this.	He	doesn’t	destroy	them	but,	in	fact,	He	moves	them	and	sets	the	stage	for	the	Gospel	to	come	into	the	
world.	It’s	an	awesome	story	and	an	awesome	picture.	

Then,	in	verse	8,	in	a	sort	of	funny	play	on	words,	He	reverses	the	words	from	verses	1-2.	We	talked	about	that	
earlier	but	you	have	this	flip	where	the	people	say,	“Let’s	unify	so	we	don’t	get	dispersed,”	and	God	says,	“No,	I’m	going	
to	disperse	you.”	He	does	this	language	thing	and	they	scatter	and	spread.	So,	the	people	spread	to	the	ends	of	the	
Earth,	literally.	Literally.	These	migrations	begin	and	somewhere	in	this	story	is	the	great-great-great-great-one	
thousandth-great	grandfather	of	the	Dinka	people,	and	we	have	a	team,	right	now,	in	South	Sudan,	discipling,	training,	
and	equipping	Dinka	pastors	who	are	a	fraction	of	a	percent	of	that	nation,	that	tribe,	and	that	language.	The	Gospel	is	
now	present	and	is	going	to	reach	that	nation.	Right	now,	there	are	seventeen	people	in	one	of	the	highest	elevation	
societies	and	local	cultures	in	the	world,	that	nobody	else	is	going	to.	There	is	one	pseudo-Christian	presence	there	in	
terms	of	a	church,	but	it	is	a	church	that	has	long	since	abandoned	the	Gospel	and	compromised	with	the	Buddhist	
society	there.	They	are	in	bed	with	those	people,	and	doing	what	they’re	told,	and	they	are	not	evangelizing,	and	they	
are	not	building	disciples,	and	they	are	not	growing	the	Church.	But	there	are	seventeen	who	are	willing	to	be	beaten	for	
the	name	of	Christ.	Where	did	those	people	come	from	to	begin	with?	They	came	from	Babel.	We	can	go	from	the	
Yaminawas	to	the	Inuits,	from	east	to	west,	and	from	north	to	south,	and	all	points	in	between,	and	it	flowed	out	of	this.		

Now,	what	happens	over	the	next	few	thousand	years	is	that	God	raises	up,	out	of	all	of	the	nations	of	the	Earth,	
through	this	man,	Abraham,	a	nation	of	people	who	we	know	to	be	the	Jewish	people,	the	nation	of	Israel.	And	God	says	
to	Abraham,	“Out	of	you	I	will	bless	all	the	nations	of	the	Earth.”	What	is	the	great	blessing	that	God	is	going	to	bring	to	
the	nations	of	the	Earth	through	Israel?	It	is	certainly	not	that	they	are	going	to	be	buddies,	because	eventually	He	sends	
them	into	Canaan.	We	studied	this	in	Joshua	and	he	crushes	and	conquers	these	Canaanite	tribes.	You	go,	“I	thought	He	
was	going	to	bless	people.	He’s	killing	people.”	Well,	the	way	that	He’s	going	to	bless	the	nations	of	the	Earth	is	that	God	
is	going	to	use	the	growth	and	development	of	the	nation	of	Israel	to	bring	into	power	this	stable	force	in	the	Middle	
East,	out	of	which	He	takes	all	of	humanity	and	then	He	narrows	them	down	to	one	race	of	people	out	of	all	of	the	
nations	that	form	out	of	the	Babel	story.	He	narrows	them	down	to	one	race	of	people	who	we	can	trace	right	back	to	
Babel,	through	Abraham	and	his	father,	Terah.	God	takes	all	the	nations	of	the	world	and	narrows	it	down	into	one	
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nation	called	Israel,	and	then	narrows	it	down	into	one	tribe	called	Judah,	and	then	narrows	it	down	into	one	house	
called	David,	and	then	narrows	it	down	to	one	virgin	named	Mary.	And	now,	watch	what	God	does.	Along	the	way,	He	
dispersed	that	nation	of	people	so	that	they	were	no	longer	collectively	held	in	one	part	of	the	world	called	Palestine,	
but	through	four	major,	global	empires,	with	the	Assyrian	Empire	continuing	to	be	a	fifth.	The	Babylonian	Empire,	the	
Medo-Persian	Empire,	the	Greek	Empire,	and	the	Roman	Empire,	that	comes	last;	those	people	are	then	spread	to	the	
known	world	at	that	time.	And	when	the	Romans	come	into	place	they	establish	a	highway	system	that	stretches	fifty-
thousand	miles	into	that	world67;	and	at	the	end	of	every	one	of	those	roads	is	a	synagogue	where	Jews	await	a	Messiah.	

When	Paul	and	the	early	missionaries	leave	Jerusalem,	and	go	on	those	roads,	and	use	those	highways,	and	go	
to	Spain,	and	go	to	Gaul,	which	is	modern	day	France,	and	go	to	Germania,	which	is	modern	day	Germania,	and	go	up	
into	Turkey,	and	down	into	North	Africa,	they	get	to	the	end	of	those	highways,	and	they	go	to	a	town,	and	what	they	
find	is	that	there	is	a	synagogue,	because	the	local	captives,	and	the	local	exiles	of	the	original	Jewish	faith	are	there.	
They	go	into	those	synagogues	and	they	proclaim	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	through	the	Old	Testament.	And	through	the	
nation	of	Israel	and	their	rich	history,	and	the	Law,	and	their	prophecies,	and	even	in	their	captivity	and	dispersion	God	
blesses	the	nations	of	the	world	with	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ,	and	it	all	started	in	Genesis	11	when	He	spread	them	
out	and	He	kicked	them	to	the	ends	of	the	Earth.	

In	this	awesome	picture	that	happens	in	the	book	of	Acts,	in	chapter	2,	at	Pentecost;	listen	to	this.	If	a	lot	of	
what	I	just	said	didn’t	make	sense	to	you,	I	would	encourage	you	to	do	a	couple	of	things.	Make	sure	to	attend	
discipleship	group	this	week	to	understand	just	where	Israel	fits	into	world	history.	That’s	important.	We	are	going	to	
unpack	this	later	in	our	study.	There	will	be	one	night	where	we	look	at	Daniel’s	prophecies	and	the	four	kingdoms	and	
how	the	world	is	sort	of	prepared	for	that.	But,	if	it	was	kind	of	confusing,	God	set	the	world	stage	through	the	house	of	
Israel	to	receive	the	Gospel.	All	of	history,	church,	is	held	together	and	tied	tightly	at	the	cross	and	the	empty	tomb.	
That’s	where	it’s	all	tied	together.	In	Acts	2,	you	have	Jews	who	have	been	scattered	throughout	the	world,	who	come	
back	into	Jerusalem.	They	speak	different	languages	and	different	dialects,	and	you	have	Greeks	and	Gentiles	who	are	
there,	and	you	guys	know	the	story;	Acts	2:1,	

	
“When	the	day	of	Pentecost	arrived,	they	were	all	together	in	one	place.	2	And	suddenly	there	

came	from	heaven	a	sound	like	a	mighty	rushing	wind,	and	it	filled	the	entire	house	where	they	were	
sitting.	3	And	divided	tongues	as	of	fire	appeared	to	them	and	rested	on	each	one	of	them.	4	And	they	were	
all	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	and	began	to	speak	in	other	tongues	as	the	Spirit	gave	them	utterance.”	
	
Verse	7,	

“And	they	were	amazed	and	astonished,	saying,	“Are	not	all	these	who	are	speaking	Galileans?	8	
And	how	is	it	that	we	hear,	each	of	us	in	his	own	native	language?	9	Parthians	and	Medes	and	Elamites	
and	residents	of	Mesopotamia,	Judea	and	Cappadocia,	Pontus	and	Asia,	10	Phrygia	and	Pamphylia,	Egypt	
and	the	parts	of	Libya	belonging	to	Cyrene,	and	visitors	from	Rome,	11	both	Jews	and	proselytes,	Cretans	
and	Arabians—we	hear	them	telling	in	our	own	tongues	the	mighty	works	of	God.”	
	
At	Pentecost,	exactly	what	happened	at	Babel	is	reversed	for	the	sake,	and	the	good,	and	the	advance	of	the	

Gospel.		
Listen	to	what	this	commentator,	Kenneth	Matthews,	says,	
“The	Bible	envisions	a	single	people	of	God	without	suppressing	the	national	entities	that	make	up	that	
spiritual	citizenry.	The	prophets	speak	of	diverse	ethnic	personalities	when	they	depict	the	future	
universal	kingdom	of	God.	At	Pentecost,	the	outpouring	of	the	Spirit	on	the	representative	nations	
gathered	in	Jerusalem	results	in	the	spiritual	union	of	the	new	Church	but	does	not	create	a	homogenous	
language,	ethnicity,	or	statehood.	John’s	vision	of	the	heavenly	family	includes	diverse	peoples	from	
every	nation,	tribe,	people,	and	language	standing	before	the	throne	of	God,	in	front	of	the	Lamb.”	
	
Now	listen	to	this:	
	

																																																													
67	According	to	www.britannica.com,	the	Romans	built	50,000	miles	of	hard-surfaced	highway,	primarily	for	military	reasons.	
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“Luke’s	report	of	the	founding	of	the	Church	at	Pentecost,	in	Acts	2,	has	been	interpreted	by	some	
commentators	as	an	intentional	echo	of	Genesis	10	and	11.	If	so,	by	the	outpouring	of	the	Spirit,	the	
human	family	again	becomes	one	people,	and	language	no	longer	is	an	impossible	barrier.	The	Spirit	
does	not	give	one	language	but	numerous	dialects	by	which	the	Gospel	is	heard.	Pentecost	shows	that	
national	distinctions	are	secondary	to	the	union	of	a	single	people	by	the	Baptist	of	the	Spirit	in	Christ.”	
	
Pentecost	is	a	beautiful	picture	of	more	than	“Are	we	cessasionists	or	do	we	think	you	should	speak	in	tongues?”	

It’s	way	bigger	than	that.	And	what’s	so	beautiful	is	that	in	Matthew	24,	Jesus	said	that	before	the	end	comes	that	the	
Gospel	will	reach	the	ends	of	the	Earth.	“Before	I	come	back	the	Gospel	will	reach	the	ends	of	the	Earth.”	Then,	He	goes	
on	and	tells	us	that	we	are	going	to	receive	power,	in	Acts	168,	when	the	Holy	Spirit	comes	on	us,	and	we	are	going	to	go	
to	these	nations.	He	tells	us	at	the	end	of	His	earthly	ministry,	in	Matthew	2869,	that	we	are	to	go	to	the	ends	of	the	
Earth	and	make	disciples	of	all	people.	Then,	we	turn	to	Revelation	7,	and	we	see	the	end	to	the	Babel	story.	In	the	
rebellion,	the	people	are	unified	against	God	and	in	His	grace	He	un-unifies	them	and	sends	them	to	the	four	corners	of	
the	Earth,	and	then	He	sets	in	place	a	plan	to	reach	them	with	the	Gospel	in	redemption.	Listen	to	this;	Revelation	7:9,	

	
“After	this	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	great	multitude	that	no	one	could	number,	from	every	nation,	

from	all	tribes	and	peoples	and	languages,	standing	before	the	throne	and	before	the	Lamb,	clothed	in	
white	robes,	with	palm	branches	in	their	hands,	10	and	crying	out	with	a	loud	voice,”	

	
In	one	language,	people…	
	

“Salvation	belongs	to	our	God	who	sits	on	the	throne,	and	to	the	Lamb!”	11	And	all	the	angels	were	
standing	around	the	throne	and	around	the	elders	and	the	four	living	creatures,	and	they	fell	on	their	faces	
before	the	throne	and	worshiped	God,	12	saying,	“Amen!	Blessing	and	glory	and	wisdom	and	thanksgiving	
and	honor	and	power	and	might	be	to	our	God	forever	and	ever!	Amen.”	

	
Isn’t	that	awesome?!	You	know	what	Babel	is	about?	Revelation	7.	Because	the	nations	will	again	be	one;	united	

under	the	Gospel	and	gathered	around	the	throne.	I	wonder	if	we	will	have	skin	color?	I	wonder	what	it’s	going	to	be	
like?	History	tells	one	story.	There	are	a	bunch	of	little	stories	in	there	but	it	tells	one	story	and	it’s	the	story	of	the	
Gospel.		

At	the	Tower	of	Babel	the	people	said,	“We	will	come	together	and	we	will	be	united	in	our	rebellion	against	
God	and	we	will	do	things	our	way.”	And	God	says,	“No.	We	will	do	it	my	way	and	we	will	do	it	gracefully	and	graciously,	
and	I’ll	provide	salvation	and	unification,”	and	we	will	worship	around	the	same	throne	with	people	from	Ladakh,	and	
Srinagar,	and	Derhradun,	and	Cargill,	and	with	Puric	people,	with	Lebanese	people,	with	South	Asian	people,	with	
Ugandans,	and	Canadians,	with	Chinese,	and	all	the	nations	of	that	country.	When	we	divide	people	groups	up	we	
realize	that	there	are	sixteen-thousand-plus	nations	that	seem	to	have	their	roots	at	Babel,	and	God	is	going	to	redeem	
from	every	one	of	those	tribes,	every	one	of	those	tongues,	and	every	one	of	those	nations,	a	people	for	himself.	We	will	
be	unified	in	a	kingdom	that	is	one	that	will	never	end	and	where	the	Sun	does	not	shine	because	Christ	will	be	the	Sun.	
We	will	reign	together	with	Him	forever	and	ever.	

Let’s	pray.	
Lord Jesus, I pray that tonight you would take your Word, your truth, your Gospel, and 

you would give us a big vision and picture of what you’re doing throughout redemptive 
history, and we would see how humanity comes together in the work of Jesus and the work of 
the Gospel; where racism is eliminated, where brokenness over the poor, and the orphan, and 
the destitute is a reality in the heart of the believer, but where the greatest conviction we 
experience is a conviction that people would know Jesus and that people would not be divided 
by any barrier but would be united by Christ and in Christ. Help us to take the great truth of 

																																																													
68	Acts	1:8,	“But	you	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	has	come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	
and	Samaria,	and	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	
69	Matthew	28:19,	“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	
Holy	Spirit,	20	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.”	
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your Word and rejoice in it and worship you for it. We love you, and praise you, and thank you 
for being our God. And I thank you that in the rebellion at Babel that you used that, because 
all things in our lives truly do work together for your good, but in history all things fit into 
your sovereign plan and somehow you take something like Babel and you work that for the 
glorious good of the salvation of all peoples. We thank you for that and thank you for letting 
us be a part of it. Thank you for the reports that we have from South Sudan and from 
Northern India and so many parts of the world that we are partnered with; from Mauritania 
and Indonesia. Thank you for Red Oak people that are being faithful to take the Gospel to the 
nations. We want to be a part of that and we want to spend our money faithfully. We want to 
use our resources faithfully. You have given us a place to meet for free. You’ve given us so 
much and we want to be good stewards of our resources. God, I pray that, as a people that we 
would give sacrificially in tithes and offerings for the advancement of the Kingdom and that 
we would see your work in the lifetime of every one of us, God, in this generation and the 
next. That we would see the work of the Gospel reach more, and more, and more of those 
nations, and people groups, and tribes, and tongues. We love you. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
I	want	to	encourage	you	tonight	as	we	sing—we	are	going	to	finish	with	a	couple	of	songs	in	a	time	of	worship—

and	as	we	worship	the	Lord	together	I	invite	you	as	we	have	pastors	down	here	on	the	front	row	and	as	deacons	are	
available	to	pray	with	you,	if	there	is	anybody	here	that	would	like	to	share	a	prayer	need	or	have	somebody	pray	with	
you	we	would	love	to	do	that.	We’d	love	to	help	in	any	way.	If	you	don’t	have	a	relationship	with	the	Lord	or	you	don’t	
understand	what	that	baptism	was	about,	or	the	message	tonight	didn’t	make	sense	and	you	have	some	questions,	one	
of	us	would	love	to	just	sit	down	with	you	and	help	you	understand	who	Jesus	is	and	give	you	a	clear	picture	of	the	
Gospel.	So,	as	we	stand	to	sing,	we	invite	you	to	just	come	down	and	talk	with	one	of	the	pastors.	We	will	stand	now	and	
worship	the	Lord	together	in	song.	



65	
	

October	25,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Genesis	22	
Rob	Conti	
	

Like	Shawn	said,	if	you	are	visiting	with	us	I’d	like	to	welcome	you	to	Red	Oak.	We	are	going	through	a	series	
leading	up	to	Christmas.	If	you’ve	been	in	church,	or	grown	up	in	church,	or	if	you’ve	read	the	Bible,	we	want	to	look	at	
the	well-known	stories	of	the	Old	Testament	and	look	at	how	they	truly	do	whisper	the	name	of	Jesus	all	the	way	
through.	Sometimes	it’s	just	a	whisper	but	other	times	it’s	a	stand-on-the-mountain-and-shout,	“There’s	a	Messiah	
coming	and	He	looks	just	like	this!”	I’m	pretty	stoked	because	tonight	is	one	of	those	passages.	At	the	end	of	our	
passage	tonight	it	is	crystal	clear	that	we’re	talking	about	Jesus,	our	Messiah,	our	Savior.	

If	you	have	your	Bibles,	you	can	go	ahead	and	open	up	to	Genesis	22.	Have	you	ever	read	a	good	book	or	seen	a	
good	movie	where,	like	for	me	I	can	remember	seeing	Back	to	the	Future	for	the	first	time.	This	conversation	probably	
happened	a	lot	of	times	this	past	week70.	I	remember	that	some	people	had	my	family	over	for	supper,	which	is	strange	
because	we	didn’t	have	any	friends.	Actually,	I	think	it	was	because	my	dad	was	an	air	conditioning	mechanic	and	the	
guy	was	having	him	to	do	some	work.	When	they	went	to	go	do	that	they	put	on	a	movie	for	us	and	it	was	Back	to	the	
Future.	I’m	pretty	sure	that	it	was	the	first	movie	that	I’d	ever	seen	that	had	real	people	in	it.	Mom	tried	to	protect	us	
and	I’d	just	seen	cartoons.	I	remember	just	being	blown	away;	the	whole	thing	was	just	awesome.	I	wanted	to	go	out	
and	buy	a	poofy	vest	and	a	skateboard.	I	loved	the	movie	and	then	it	ended	with	“To	be	continued…”	and	I	wanted	to	
watch	the	next	one.	I	can	go	back	there	in	my	mind	to	where	I	was	when	I	watched	it.	Maybe	it’s	like	that	with	a	book	
for	you,	but	you	read	a	story	or	you	see	a	story	played	out	and	it’s	never	the	same	again.	Right?	There	is	a	different	kind	
of	appreciation	when	you	read	a	story	for	the	second	time	or	you	watch	a	movie	for	the	second	time.	You	see	things	you	
missed,	but	the	first	time	through,	if	it	was	a	good	story,	just	grabs	you,	right?	That’s	why	you	want	to	see	it	again.	

I	think	that	a	story	like	we	are	going	to	read	tonight	should	be	like	that.	It	should	be,	“Oh,	yeah!	I	remember	this	
story.	This	is	the	story	of	Abraham	and	Isaac	up	on	the	mountain,”	and	there	should	be	anticipation	of	Abraham	taking	
Isaac	up	there.	Maybe	the	first	time	we	didn’t	appreciate	it.	Maybe,	like	me,	the	first	time	you	heard	it	you	were	pretty	
young	and	you	didn’t	connect	the	dots	of	what	was	happening	up	on	that	mountain.	But,	maybe	you	know	this	story	
well,	and	if	you	do,	I	encourage	you	that	just	because	you	know	the	end	of	the	story	don’t	let	it	suck	the	drama	out	of	it.	
Don’t	let	it	rob	you	of	the	riches	of	what	we	are	going	to	see	tonight	in	our	study	of	the	passage.	

So,	Genesis	22.	
	

“After	these	things	God	tested	Abraham	and	said	to	him,	“Abraham!”	And	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	2	
He	said,	“Take	your	son,	your	only	son	Isaac,	whom	you	love,	and	go	to	the	land	of	Moriah,	and	offer	him	
there	as	a	burnt	offering	on	one	of	the	mountains	of	which	I	shall	tell	you.”	3	So	Abraham	rose	early	in	the	
morning,	saddled	his	donkey,	and	took	two	of	his	young	men	with	him,	and	his	son	Isaac.	And	he	cut	the	
wood	for	the	burnt	offering	and	arose	and	went	to	the	place	of	which	God	had	told	him.	4	On	the	third	day	
Abraham	lifted	up	his	eyes	and	saw	the	place	from	afar.	5	Then	Abraham	said	to	his	young	men,	“Stay	here	
with	the	donkey;	I	and	the	boy	will	go	over	there	and	worship	and	come	again	to	you.”	6	And	Abraham	
took	the	wood	of	the	burnt	offering	and	laid	it	on	Isaac	his	son.	And	he	took	in	his	hand	the	fire	and	the	
knife.	So	they	went	both	of	them	together.	7	And	Isaac	said	to	his	father	Abraham,	“My	father!”	And	he	
said,	“Here	I	am,	my	son.”	He	said,	“Behold,	the	fire	and	the	wood,	but	where	is	the	lamb	for	a	burnt	
offering?”	8	Abraham	said,	“God	will	provide	for	himself	the	lamb	for	a	burnt	offering,	my	son.”	So	they	
went	both	of	them	together.	

9	When	they	came	to	the	place	of	which	God	had	told	him,	Abraham	built	the	altar	there	and	laid	
the	wood	in	order	and	bound	Isaac	his	son	and	laid	him	on	the	altar,	on	top	of	the	wood.	10	Then	Abraham	
reached	out	his	hand	and	took	the	knife	to	slaughter	his	son.”	
	
Let’s	pause	there.	Man!	That’s	intense.	Are	you	there	in	your	mind?	Not	flannelgraph,	and	not	VeggieTales,	but	

real	life	and	real	human	beings.	A	real	man	with	his	son;	his	flesh	and	blood.	God	just	testified	on	Abraham’s	behalf	that	

																																																													
70	October	21,	2015	was	celebrated	this	past	week	as	the	date	that	Marty	McFly	and	Doc	Brown	traveled	to	in	Back	To	The	Future,	Part	II.	
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Abraham	loves	his	boy,	his	son,	Isaac;	the	promised	son.	The	Scripture	says	“boy”	and	the	commentators	I	read	
narrowed	down	the	age	of	Isaac	to	somewhere	between	six	and	thirty-five.	So,	picture	that	in	your	mind!	For	real,	
everyone	has	their	reasons,	but	just	the	way	the	text	reads	I	think	he	is	pretty	young.	So,	you	can	picture	him	however	
you	want	to,	but	I’m	going	to	picture	him	younger.	So,	there	Abraham	is	with	his	promised	son.	Think	of	the	weight	of	
this	moment.	He	has	laid	his	son	on	an	altar.	He	has	a	knife	in	his	hand	and	he	is	ready	to	pierce	the	heart	of	his	boy.	
He’s	ready	to	run-through	his	son.	He	is	ready	to	kill	his	boy	because	God	told	him	to.	

I	think	that	before	we	can	fully	appreciate	what	Abraham	might	be	thinking	and	before	we	can	get	into	his	head,	
we	have	to	think	that	this	is	Abraham,	the	father	of	faith.	This	story,	for	Jews,	was	the	pinnacle	story	in	Genesis	of	what	
faith	in	Yahweh	looks	like.	And	for	the	Church,	when	New	Testament	writers	would	look	back	and	say,	“We	need	an	
example	of	saving	faith	to	use	here,	and	to	talk	about	what	it	means	to	be	justified	and	declared	righteous	by	God.	We	
need	an	example,”;	they	drew	from	Abraham.	They	looked	to	Abraham,	the	father	of	faith.	He’s	a	giant	in	the	Scriptures	
and	right	here	he’s	holding	a	knife	over	his	boy.	If	we	are	going	to	get	into	his	mind	and	understand	what	he’s	thinking	
and	where	he	has	come	from,	we	have	to	back	up.	Before	we	walk	through	this	text	we	need	to	back	up.	

If	you’ve	been	with	us	through	this	series,	we	need	to	remember	that	from	the	Fall,	when	Adam	and	Eve	sinned	
and	rebelled	against	God,	and	God	judges	and	curses,	we	need	to	remember	that	we	died	that	day.	Sin	entered	the	
world	and	we	all	died	in	Adam.	We	are	all	guilty.	Fellowship	with	God	was	broken	and	we	had	to	leave	the	Garden,	but	
God	gave	a	promise,	right?	God	preached	the	first	bit	of	the	Gospel	in	Genesis	3:!5,	when	He	said,	

	
“I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	
				and	between	your	offspring	and	her	offspring;	
he	shall	bruise	your	head,	
				and	you	shall	bruise	his	heel.”	

	
We	get	this	first	glimpse	of	the	Gospel,	right?	It’s	the	scarlet	thread71.	If	you’ve	ever	heard	that	word	picture,	it	

begins	to	be	drawn	right	there.	We	begin	to	trace	it	and	we	see	Eve,	when	she’s	going	to	give	birth,	she	thinks,	“Here	he	
is.	He’s	the	one	who	is	going	to	put	things	right.	The	one	who	will	restore	and	redeem	and	the	one	who	will	crush	the	
head	of	the	usurper,	Satan.	The	one	who	will	put	right	what	we	put	so	wrong.”	She	thinks	she’s	got	it,	but	one	of	her	
babies	is	a	murderer	and	he	kills	her	other	child.	Then,	Seth	comes	along	and	she	is	hoping	it	is	him,	right?	Then,	we	see	
how	mankind	rebels	against	God	until	there	is	just	this	one	man,	Noah.	The	thread	is	thin.	The	line	being	drawn	from	
Genesis	is	thin	and	it	goes	through	Shem,	and	Noah,	and	long	years	down	through	this	man	named	Terah.	Then,	Terah	
has	a	boy	named	Abram.	

Turn	to	Genesis	12	with	me.	We’ve	gone	back	in	time	and	Abraham	is	a	young	man,	at	seventy-five	years	old,	in	
his	early	years.	Genesis	12:1-3,	

	
“Now	Yahweh	said	to	Abram,	“Go	from	your	country	and	your	kindred	and	your	father's	house	to	

the	land	that	I	will	show	you.	2	And	I	will	make	of	you	a	great	nation,	and	I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	
name	great,	so	that	you	will	be	a	blessing.	3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	him	who	dishonors	you	I	
will	curse,	and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”	
	
When	we	hear	this,	and	we	are	reading	through	Genesis	and	trying	to	follow	this	thread,	this	promise,	and	this	

hope	that	one	day	the	“seed”	will	come,	let’s	try	to	put	ourselves	in	the	position	of	reading	it	again	for	the	first	time,	not	
knowing	how	all	this	ends.	Is	this	it?	Is	it	going	to	be	through	Abraham?	Abraham	is	going	to	have	a	son;	is	it	going	to	be	
him?	Is	that	how	the	nations	will	be	blessed	and	what’s	wrong	will	be	put	right?	Is	this	where	redemption	lies?	

God	begins	to	make	this	covenant	with	a	man	named	Abram	and	He	calls	him	out	from	among	a	bunch	of	
pagans.	Abram	is	seventy-five	years	old	and	he	hasn’t	been	following	Yahweh.	He	hasn’t	been	worshipping	the	one	true	
God.	He’s	been	living	in	the	land	with	his	father	until	his	father	passed	away,	and	he	has	taken	for	himself	a	wife	named	
Sarai.	She	was	barren	and	couldn’t	have	kids.	Then,	God	calls	Abram.	He	gives	him	these	promises;	He	will	give	him	the	
land,	and	make	of	him	a	great	nation,	and	bless	him,	and	make	his	name	great.	

																																																													
71	There	is	an	excellent	downloadable	e-book	regarding	the	Scarlet	Thread,	by	W.A.	Criswell;	http://www.gospelproject.com/criswell/		
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I	think	it	is	interesting	to	pause	there	on	God	making	Abram’s	name	great.	If	we	remember	back	to	last	week	
when	we	studied	the	Tower	of	Babel,	what	did	they	want	to	do?	Were	they	trying	to	build	a	tower	that	literally	reached	
into	the	throne	room	of	God?	No,	this	was	idolatry	at	its	worst,	right?	They	said,	“Let’s	stay	here.	Let’s	name	a	name	for	
ourselves.	Let’s	make	a	tower	that	will	reach	into	the	heavens.”	They	wanted	to	make	a	name	for	themselves	with	a	
center	of	pagan,	false	religion	and	demonic	worship,	with	themselves	at	the	heart	of	it.	So,	God	came	down	and	
confused	their	language	and	spread	them	out.	It	was	in	His	grace,	right?	He	spread	them	out.		

They	wanted	to	make	a	name	for	themselves.	Do	we	remember	any	of	their	names?	We	remember	one	guy,	
right?	What	was	his	name?	Nimrod.	That	backfired.	We	don’t	honor	him	or	celebrate	him.	I	think	we	need	to	bring	that	
name	back.	Next	time	you	start	to	call	your	friend	an	idiot,	in	love,	stop	and	think,	“You’re	a	Nimrod.”	I	can	hear	some	of	
you	saying	that	right	now,	actually.		

But,	on	the	contrary,	God	just	promised	Abraham	that	his	name	would	be	great.	We	are	talking	about	him	
tonight.	Nimrod	is	an	insult	but	Abraham	has	a	little	ditty	about	him.	Don’t	think	I	won’t.	“Father	Abraham	had	many	
sons,	many	sons	had	Father	Abraham.	I	am	one	of	them	and	so	are	you,	so	let’s	just	praise	the	Lord…..”72	(the	
congregation	starts	singing	along).	Sorry.	I’m	not	sure	that	song	really	honors	this	man,	but	it’s	true	that	God	keeps	His	
word.	He	makes	Abraham’s	name	great	and	he	is	the	father	of	saving	faith,	not	because	he	produced	it	but	because,	
with	very	little	Gospel	to	go	off	of,	he	exemplifies	it.	He	obeyed	God	to	a	point	that	most	of	us	will	never	be	called	to.	

Then,	verse	7	says	this,	
	
“Then	Yahweh	appeared	to	Abram	and	said,	“To	your	offspring	I	will	give	this	land.”	So	he	built	

there	an	altar	to	the	Lord,	who	had	appeared	to	him.”	
	
This	is	huge,	right?	Paul	picks	that	up.	We	are	walking	through	the	Abrahamic	Covenant	and	we	are	going	to	let	

the	New	Testament	be	the	commentary	for	us.	Listen	to	what	Paul	says	in	Galatians	3:16-18,	
	

“Now	the	promises	were	made	to	Abraham	and	to	his	offspring.	It	does	not	say,	“And	to	
offsprings,”	referring	to	many,	but	referring	to	one,	“And	to	your	offspring,”	who	is	Christ.	17	This	is	what	I	
mean:	the	law,	which	came	430	years	afterward,	does	not	annul	a	covenant	previously	ratified	by	God,	so	
as	to	make	the	promise	void.	18	For	if	the	inheritance	comes	by	the	law,	it	no	longer	comes	by	promise;	but	
God	gave	it	to	Abraham	by	a	promise.”	
	
The	offspring	becomes	more	than	just	a	descendant	and	the	land	becomes	more	than	just	a	piece	of	real	estate.	

What’s	Paul	telling	us?	This	was	always	about	Jesus.	And	Abraham	has	just	this	glimpse	of	the	Gospel	that	is	taking	shape	
in	his	mind.		

Shawn	read	for	us	Genesis	15,	where	God	begins	to	expand	the	idea.	It’s	an	awesome	portion	of	Scripture	and	it	
starts	to	get	specific	because	Abraham	has	been	waiting	a	while	now.	He	already	knows	he	is	old.	Seventy-five	years	old	
is	not	young.	He	says,	“What	about	Eliezer?	Could	Eliezer	be	my	heir?	What	are	you	going	to	do	for	me	here?”	And	God	
tells	him	that	an	offspring	is	going	to	come	from	his	own	body.	Listen	again	in	Genesis	15:5,	

	
“The	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	him:	“This	man	shall	not	be	your	heir;	your	very	own	son	shall	be	

your	heir.”	5	And	he	brought	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	toward	heaven,	and	number	the	stars,	if	you	are	
able	to	number	them.”	Then	he	said	to	him,	“So	shall	your	offspring	be.”	6	And	he	believed	the	Lord,	and	he	
counted	it	to	him	as	righteousness.”	
	
Abraham	has	this	conversation	with	God,	where	God	takes	him	outside,	and	says,	“Look	at	the	stars.	Can	you	

number	them?	Your	offspring	will	be	like	that.”	
	
Rich	Mullins	said	it	this	way,	“One	of	those	stars	that	he	saw	was	lit	for	me.”	Remember	Rich	Mullins?73	You	

should.	I’m	not	going	to	sing	anymore,	I	promise.	“Abraham	was	a	stranger	in	this	land	and	I	am	no	less	than	he.	One	of	
																																																													
72	A	song	many	children	learn	in	Sunday	School.	Author	Unknown.		
73	Richard	Wayne	"Rich"	Mullins	(October	21,	1955	–	September	19,	1997)	was	an	American	contemporary	Christian	music	singer	and	
songwriter.	He	died	in	a	car	accident.	These	lyrics	are	from	his	song,	“Step	by	Step.”	
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those	stars	that	he	saw	was	lit	for	me.”	That’s	awesome.	However	many	thousands	of	years	ago	it	was,	God	took	this	old	
man	out	in	a	world	full	of	rebels	and	enemies,	who	were	worshipping	demons	and	worshipping	themselves,	and	that	
scarlet	thread	looks	so	thin	right	here,	and	God	says,	“Trust	me.	Trust	me.	Look	at	the	stars	and	so	shall	your	
descendants	be.”	And	we	know	that	this	is	not	just	physical	descendants.	He	believed	and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	
righteousness	and	Abraham	became	the	father	of	faith.	

In	the	Old	Testament	it’s	not	as	crystal	clear	as	we	would	like	for	it	to	be	at	times,	but	I	believe	that	Abraham	is	
saved	when	God	says,	“Come	out	of	your	house	to	the	land	that	I	will	show	you,”	and	Abraham	obeyed.	I	believe	that’s	
when	he’s	saved.	But	here,	God	makes	it	crystal	clear	that	the	faith	that	Abraham	had	in	the	Word	of	the	Lord,	the	tiny	
bit	of	the	Gospel	that	God	gave	to	him,	and	Abraham	responded	to	in	faith,	it	was	saving	faith	because	he	was	declared	
righteous.	Right?	It	is	not	that	Abraham,	through	his	thoughts,	and	words,	and	deeds	had	perfectly	reflected	the	nature	
and	character	of	God	the	way	that	we	are	created	to;	like	the	rest	of	us	he	came	from	Adam	so	he	is	fallen	and	sinful.	He	
wasn’t	righteous	in	and	of	himself	but	God,	in	His	grace,	counts	to	him	righteousness.	How	could	God	do	that?	How	
could	God	do	that	and	be	just?	Well,	let’s	turn	over	to	Romans	4,	where	Paul	gives	a	commentary.	

	
Romans	4:1-8,	

“What	then	shall	we	say	was	gained	by	Abraham,	our	forefather	according	to	the	flesh?	2	For	if	
Abraham	was	justified	by	works,	he	has	something	to	boast	about,	but	not	before	God.	3	For	what	does	the	
Scripture	say?	“Abraham	believed	God,	and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	righteousness.”	4	Now	to	the	one	
who	works,	his	wages	are	not	counted	as	a	gift	but	as	his	due.	5	And	to	the	one	who	does	not	work	but	
believes	in	him	who	justifies	the	ungodly,	his	faith	is	counted	as	righteousness,	6	just	as	David	also	speaks	
of	the	blessing	of	the	one	to	whom	God	counts	righteousness	apart	from	works:	7	“Blessed	are	those	
whose	lawless	deeds	are	forgiven,	and	whose	sins	are	covered;	8	blessed	is	the	man	against	whom	the	
Lord	will	not	count	his	sin.”	
	
Paul	says	that	Abraham	is	our	example	of	being	declared	righteous	by	a	holy,	just	God,	who	we	sinned	against	

and	whose	Hell	we	richly	deserve.	That	God	will	look	at	us	on	a	day	that	is	appointed	and	judge	us	by	Jesus	Christ.	He	will	
look	at	us	and	not	say,	“Guilty!	Sinful!,”	but	He	will	look	at	us	and	say,	“Righteous!	Beloved!	My	son!	My	daughter!”	It’s	
by	faith.	Paul	says	to	look	to	Abraham.	How	can	God	do	that?	Look	back	up	at	Romans	3:23	and	we	will	unpack	it	later.	

	
“For	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	24	and	are	justified	by	his	grace	as	a	gift,	

through	the	redemption	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus,	25	whom	God	put	forward	as	a	propitiation…”	
	
Jesus	was	put	forth	as	a	wrath-bearer	to	absorb	the	wrath	of	God	on	our	behalf.	
	

“….by	his	blood,	to	be	received	by	faith.	This	was	to	show	God's	righteousness,	because….”	
	
Here	it	is.	

	
“…in	his	divine	forbearance	he	had	passed	over	former	sins.	26	It	was	to	show	his	righteousness	at	

the	present	time,	so	that	he	might	be	just	and	the	justifier	of	the	one	who	has	faith	in	Jesus.”	
	
How	could	God	declare	Abraham	righteous	just	by	believing?	How	could	that	undo	his	sin?	Well,	it	didn’t.	It	

didn’t	undo	it—but	God	“in	His	divine	forbearance.”	God	isn’t	hoping	so	or	maybe	so;	maybe	the	Redeemer	will	come;	
maybe	the	seed	of	the	woman	will	show	up;	maybe	the	offspring	of	Abraham	will	come	on	the	scene	and	do	what	he	is	
supposed	to.	God	is	not	looking	at	how	thin	the	thread	gets.	He	is	not	nervous	that	it’s	going	to	snap	and	break.	God	
knows	that	He	will	send	His	Son,	because	Jesus,	in	all	reality,	was	crucified	before	the	foundation	of	the	world.	God	
knows	that	He	can	be	just	in	declaring	Abraham	righteous	because	He	knows	that	He	can	withhold	His	wrath	towards	
Abraham	until	Jesus	is	on	the	mountain.	

Abraham	had	such	a	small	part	of	the	Gospel;	here	it	was:	“In	you	all	the	families	of	the	Earth	shall	be	blessed	in	
your	seed,”	but	he	was	glad	and	Yahweh	saved	him.	Then,	God	ratified	the	covenant	and	sealed	it	by	putting	Abraham	in	
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this	trance	and	passing	through	the	cut	open	pieces	of	animals.	He	showed	us	that	only	God	can	provide	salvation	and	
only	God	can	provide	the	fulfillment	of	His	promises.	

Turn	over	to	Genesis	17:15-27,	
	

“And	God	said	to	Abraham,	“As	for	Sarai	your	wife,	you	shall	not	call	her	name	Sarai,	but	Sarah	
shall	be	her	name.	16	I	will	bless	her,	and	moreover,	I	will	give	you	a	son	by	her.	I	will	bless	her,	and	she	
shall	become	nations;	kings	of	peoples	shall	come	from	her.”	17	Then	Abraham	fell	on	his	face	and	laughed	
and	said	to	himself,	“Shall	a	child	be	born	to	a	man	who	is	a	hundred	years	old?	Shall	Sarah,	who	is	ninety	
years	old,	bear	a	child?”	18	And	Abraham	said	to	God,	“Oh	that	Ishmael	might	live	before	you!”	19	God	
said,	“No,	but	Sarah	your	wife	shall	bear	you	a	son,”	
	
Hear	this	promise.	

“God	said,	“No,	but	Sarah	your	wife	shall	bear	you	a	son,	and	you	shall	call	his	name	Isaac.	I	will	
establish	my	covenant	with	him	as	an	everlasting	covenant	for	his	offspring	after	him.”	
	
God	comes	to	Abraham	and	makes	it	crystal	clear.	Think	back.	To	us,	it’s	awesome,	because	Abraham	

demonstrates	incredible	faith	and	he	also	demonstrates	what	it	looks	like	when	you	fall	flat	on	your	face.	Right?	
Remember,	there	are	two	times	in	the	chapters	that	we	leaped	over,	where	Abraham	let	his	wife	go	into	the	harems	of	
other	kings.	We	just	had	a	marriage	retreat	here	at	Snowbird	and	at	no	point	was	that	suggested	for	the	health	of	your	
marriage.	It’s	awful.	It’s	awful.	But	you	know	what	God	does?	He	picks	him	up	and	pours	out	his	grace	on	this	man	who	
trusts	Him.	Yes.	This	man	who	would	fall	into	sin?	Yes.	God	pours	out	His	grace	on	him.	

Sarah	and	Abraham,	together,	in	a	moment	of	unbelief	try	to	take	God’s	will	into	their	own	hands	and	Abraham	
sleeps	with	Hagar,	his	servant,	and	has	this	son,	Ishmael.	But,	God	comes	to	him	and	says,	“No.	Sarah	will	have	a	child.	
I’m	going	to	do	this	and	his	name	will	be	Isaac.”	God	makes	it	crystal	clear.	Isaac	is	the	offspring.	The	seed	will	come	
through	Isaac.	The	scarlet	thread	will	pass	through	Isaac.	God	says,	“I	established	my	covenant,”	and	if	there	is	one	thing	
that	God	does	not	do,	He	doesn’t	lie,	He	doesn’t	break	covenant,	and	He	doesn’t	break	promise.	Abraham	is	almost	a	
hundred	and	Sarah	is	ninety.	

In	chapter	19,	if	you	know	the	story,	whether	it	is	Yahweh	or	pre-incarnate	Jesus	showing	up	with	a	couple	of	
angels,	whatever	is	going	on	there,	God	is	there	with	two	other	guys,	and	Abraham	and	Sarah	prepare	this	meal	and	the	
man	tells	them,	“I’m	coming	back	in	a	year	and	Sarah	will	have	had	her	baby.	The	wait	is	over.	Get	ready.”	And	Sarah	is	
in	their	tent	and	she	hears	him	and	she	laughs,	and	God	says,	“Why	does	your	wife	laugh?”	She	said,	“I	didn’t	laugh,”	but	
the	man	says,	“Oh,	but	you	did	laugh.”	This	is	awesome	because	God	has	already	said	that	the	boy’s	name	will	be	Isaac,	
which	means	laughter.		

In	chapter	21,	Isaac	is	born.	Listen	to	what	the	writer	of	Hebrews	says	about	this.	In	Hebrews	11:8,	
	

“By	faith	Abraham	obeyed	when	he	was	called	to	go	out	to	a	place	that	he	was	to	receive	as	an	
inheritance.	And	he	went	out,	not	knowing	where	he	was	going.	9	By	faith	he	went	to	live	in	the	land	of	
promise,	as	in	a	foreign	land,	living	in	tents	with	Isaac	and	Jacob,	heirs	with	him	of	the	same	promise.	10	

For	he	was	looking	forward	to	the	city	that	has	foundations,	whose	designer	and	builder	is	God.	11	By	faith	
Sarah	herself	received	power	to	conceive,	even	when	she	was	past	the	age,	since	she	considered	him	
faithful	who	had	promised.	12	Therefore	from	one	man,	and	him	as	good	as	dead,”—as	good	as	dead—
“were	born	descendants	as	many	as	the	stars	of	heaven	and	as	many	as	the	innumerable	grains	of	sand	by	
the	seashore.”	
	
Do	you	see	the	miracle	here?	Do	you	see	this	immaculate	conception?	Ninety	year	old	women	don’t	have	

babies.	The	womb	is	dead.	I	use	that	language	on	purpose.	For	all	intents	and	purposes	her	womb	is	dead.	Abraham	is	a	
hundred	years	old.	He	should	not	be	producing	children.	He’s	as	good	as	dead.	God	shows	up	and	the	promise	is	true.	
God	keeps	His	word.	Isaac	is	born.	

Let’s	turn	back	to	chapter	22.	Imagine	the	joy,	right?	Just	the	joy	of	Isaac	being	born.	There	is	a	sad	part	to	the	
story	when	Hagar	and	Ishmael	are	made	to	leave.	How	painful	that	had	to	be.	They	were	real	people.	It	was	a	long	time	
ago	but	they	were	real	people.	Abraham	had	to	send	his	son,	Ishmael,	away.	He	and	Hagar	were	turned	out	into	the	
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desert	and	Ishmael	grew	up	without	his	daddy.	But,	God	took	care	of	them.	It’s	sad	but	that’s	what	sin	does,	right?	But	
God,	in	the	face	of	sin,	will	use	it	all	for	His	good	and	His	glory.	The	story	plays	out	and	we	land	back	in	chapter	22.	The	
promised	child	is	here.	

So,	I	want	to	try	to	get	into	Abraham’s	head	here.	The	story	moves	along	and	God	wakes	up	Abraham	and	says,	
“Go	kill	your	son.	I	want	you	to	go	kill	your	son.”	But,	we	get	kind	of	clued	in,	don’t	we?	We	get	clued	in.	What	clues	us	
in?	Moses,	who	wrote	this,	says	this	is	a	test.	We	are	privy	to	knowing	that.	I	don’t	think	Abraham	knew	that.	There	
wasn’t	a	wink;	there	was	just	a	command.	We	get	to	know	it’s	a	test.	It’s	not	a	temptation.	James	makes	it	clear	that	
God	doesn’t	tempt	people	to	do	evil	things74.	But	God	is	testing	Abraham.	We	are	going	to	look	at	what	that	means,	but	
when	we	see	God	test	people	in	Scripture	we	should	expect	that.	We	should	expect	trials,	knowing	that	the	testing	of	
our	faith	produces	patience	and	endurance.	What’s	the	point?	To	be	refined	and	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	Jesus.	
God	doesn’t	produce	temptation.	James	makes	it	clear	that	that	comes	from	within	us,	but	God	will	send	a	trial	and	He	
will	test	us,	and	He	is	testing	Abraham.	Even	though	this	man	is	old,	God	is	not	done	with	him	and	God	is	refining	him.	
God	is	conforming	him	to	image	of	his	future	offspring.	He	is	testing	him.		

God	tells	Abraham	to	go	sacrifice	his	son.	That	should	strike	us.	Don’t	let	knowing	the	end	of	the	story	rob	you	
from	knowing	what	is	going	on	here.	We	know	this;	God	hates	human	sacrifice.	In	Deuteronomy,	God	is	going	to	outlaw	
it	and	tell	them	to	not	be	like	the	pagans.	“Don’t	you	kill	a	baby	and	say	it’s	in	worship	of	me.	Don’t	you	lay	a	virgin	on	an	
altar	and	kill	her	and	say	it’s	in	worship	of	my	name,	Yahweh.”	God	hates	human	sacrifice.	That	hasn’t	changed.		

Abraham	responds	to	God’s	calling	and	says,	“Here	am	I.”	One	commentator	says	that	this	tells	us	where	
Abraham	is	at	in	relationship	to	the	Lord,	

“He	(Abraham)	testified	by	his	answer	that	he	was	ready	to	obey.	It	was	as	if	he	said,	‘Whatever	God	is	pleased	
to	command,	I	am	perfectly	ready	to	do.’	Abraham	did	not	wait	until	God	specifically	told	him	what	He	must	do	but	
promised	that	he	would	simply	and	without	exception	be	obedient	in	all	things.	It	certainly	is	true	subjection	when	we	
are	prepared	to	act	before	the	will	of	God	is	made	known	to	us.”75	

That’s	challenging—the	example	of	Abraham.	Yahweh	spoke	to	him	and	before	He	revealed	His	will,	Abraham	
said,	“Here	am	I.	I	am	ready	to	obey.”	

God	told	him	to	go	to	Mt.	Moriah,	which	one	day	would	be	where	Solomon	would	build	the	temple.	That	is	in	
view	of	another	mountain	where	our	Savior	would	carry	His	cross.	

It	says	that	Abraham	rose	early	in	the	morning	and	I	want	to	get	inside	his	mind.	So,	we	are	going	to	turn	back	
over	to	Hebrews,	because	we	don’t	have	to	guess	or	speculate.	God,	through	the	writer	of	Hebrews,	gives	us	
commentary	on	what	was	going	on	in	Abraham’s	head.	So,	Hebrews	11:17,	

	
“By	faith”—saving	faith;	declared	righteous	faith—Abraham,	when	he	was	tested,	offered	up	

Isaac,	and	he	who	had	received	the	promises	was	in	the	act	of	offering	up	his	only	son,	18	of	whom	it	was	
said,”—Here	it	is.	Listen	to	this.—“Through	Isaac	shall	your	offspring	be	named.”	19	He	considered…”—He	
reasoned.	He	thought	it	out..—“…that	God	was	able	even	to	raise	him	from	the	dead,	from	which,	
figuratively	speaking,	he	did	receive	him	back.”	
	
So,	here’s	the	picture.	God	called	Abraham	and	said,	“You	are	going	to	go	to	Moriah	and	you	are	going	to	offer	

your	son	up	to	me.	You	are	going	to	kill	him	and	burn	him	up	as	worship	to	me.”	I	don’t	think	Abraham	slept	and	popped	
up	whistling	and	ready	to	go	the	next	morning.	I	think	that	Abraham	didn’t	shut	his	eyes	all	night.	I	think	he	was	awake	
and	considering	and	reasoning	this	out.	He	has	this	huge	theological	tension.	“God	has	called	me	to	kill	Isaac	in	no	
uncertain	terms.	And	in	no	uncertain	terms,	God	has	promised	that	it	is	through	Isaac	that	He	will	bless	the	nations	and	
will	make	of	me	a	great	nation	and	a	multitude	of	people.	How	can	He	reconcile	these	two	things?”	I	think	Abraham	
spent	that	night	oscillating	between	staring	at	the	stars,	and	looking	at	his	boy	sleeping,	and	praying;	and	I	think	that	
somewhere	in	there	Abraham,	after	having	walked	with	Yahweh,	and	hearing	the	promises,	and	seeing	His	faithfulness,	
and	having	had	God’s	grace	poured	out	on	him	when	he	failed,	thought	back	to	the	deadness	of	Sarah’s	womb	and	how	
life	had	sprung	out	of	it,	and	he	thought,	“If	Yahweh	can	do	that,	then	He	can	take	this	tension	away,	and	if	I	obey	and	I	
kill	my	son,	He	will	just	raise	him	up	from	the	dead	and	my	so	will	be	restored	to	me.”	Man!	That’s	faith.	

																																																													
74	James	1:13	
75	Calvin,	John;	from	Genesis,	the	Crossway	Classic	Commentaries	series	by	Alister	McGrath	and	J.I.	Packer	
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Where	does	that	come	from?	Abraham	is	not	the	author	of	it	and	Abraham	didn’t	produce	it.	He	is	the	recipient	
of	it,	and	as	he	walked	with	God	and	as	he	surrendered	to	God	through	trial	after	trial,	and	temptation	after	temptation,	
whether	he	submitted	or	he	failed,	either	way,	he	got	up	and	went	forward	by	the	grace	of	God.	He	knew	his	God.	He	
knew	who	God	is	and	he	trusted	God.	So,	“If	God	wants	me	to	kill	my	boy	I	will	put	this	knife	through	his	heart	and	set	
his	body	on	fire	and	I	will	wait	until	my	son	rises	up	from	the	ashes.”	

They	had	a	three	day	walk.	I’m	assuming	they	walked	but	maybe	they	had	camels.	It	took	them	about	three	days	
to	get	there.	They	took	two	servants	and	it’s	an	awesome	testimony;	Abraham	says,	“Y’all	wait	here	with	the	donkey	and	
my	son	and	I	will	be	back.”	I	can’t	imagine	Isaac’s	little	voice.	Here’s	the	deal;	Isaac	has	to	be	old	enough	to	carry	enough	
wood	to	consume	his	body,	but	apparently	not	old	enough	to	run	away	or	fight	his	really	old	dad.	It	doesn’t	say	that	
Isaac	had	faith	and	so	he	let	his	dad	tie	him	up.	So,	I	think	he’s	a	young	guy;	young	enough	to	let	his	dad	tie	him	up	and	
not	old	enough	to	know	enough	to	run	away	when	he’s	being	tied	up	on	an	altar.	So,	you	hear	his	young	voice	say,	
“Daddy?”	“Yes,	my	son?”	“I’m	carrying	the	wood	and	you	have	the	fire	and	the	knife.	Where’s	the	lamb?”	He’s	seen	
Abraham	worship	God	through	sacrifice	before.	So,	as	great	as	Abraham’s	faith	was,	this	had	to	pierce	his	heart.	He	
answered	his	son,	“God	will	provide	the	lamb…God	will	provide	the	lamb.”	

They	went	up	to	the	mountain	and	Abraham	built	the	altar.	He	laid	the	wood	out,	tied	up	his	son,	laid	him	on	
the	altar,	and	this	is	where	we	left	off	earlier.	Abraham	took	the	knife	and	he	was	ready	to	run	his	son	through,	fully	
expecting	the	miracle	of	resurrection.	That	is	to	be	commended.	But	God	is	interested	in	teaching	us	something	else.	
God	is	interested	in	teaching	Abraham	something	else;	that	before	there	can	be	the	miracle	of	resurrection	there	must	
be	the	work	of	substitutionary	atonement.	What	does	that	mean?	It	means	that	before	we	can	look	to	the	doctrine	of	
resurrection	and	the	hope	of	life	after	death—the	hope	that	God	can	raise	us	up	after	this	life	to	be	with	Him	forever—
before	we	have	that	hope	there	must	be	a	substitutionary	sacrifice.	Somebody	must	take	our	place	and	make	
atonement.	Something	must	pay	for	our	sins.	Something	must	take	away	our	sin,	and	our	shame,	and	our	guilt.		

	
Verse	10,	

“Then	Abraham	reached	out	his	hand	and	took	the	knife	to	slaughter	his	son.	11	But	the	angel	of	
the	Lord	called	to	him	from	heaven	and	said,	“Abraham,	Abraham!”	And	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	12	He	said,	
“Do	not	lay	your	hand	on	the	boy	or	do	anything	to	him,	for	now	I	know	that	you	fear	God,	seeing	you	
have	not	withheld	your	son,	your	only	son,	from	me.”	13	And	Abraham	lifted	up	his	eyes	and	looked,	and	
behold,	behind	him	was	a	ram,	caught	in	a	thicket	by	his	horns.	And	Abraham	went	and	took	the	ram	and	
offered	it	up	as	a	burnt	offering	instead	of	his	son.	14	So	Abraham	called	the	name	of	that	place,	“Yahweh	
will	provide.”	
	
That	literally	could	mean,	“Yahweh	will	see	to	it.”	
	

“Yahweh	will	provide”;	as	it	is	said	to	this	day,	“On	the	mount	of	Yahweh	it	shall	be	provided.”	
	
That’s	what	he	said	to	his	boy.	That’s	what	he	said	to	his	friends,	right?	“Where’s	the	lamb,	daddy?”	“God	will	

provide.”	
Abraham	didn’t	even	know.	He	was	looking	forward	to	the	resurrection	but	he	didn’t	even	know	that	God	was	

going	to	provide	the	substitute	first.	Because	Isaac’s	blood	couldn’t	take	away	sin,	couldn’t	take	away	guilt,	and	couldn’t	
take	away	shame.	It	couldn’t	justify	anybody.	But,	he	was	foreshadowing	the	One	who	could.	This	is	the	Gospel.	The	
thread	gets	really	thick	right	here.	Do	you	see	it?	It’s	Jesus.	The	faith	that	Abraham	demonstrates,	that	leads	to	
justification	by	faith,	and	to	being	declared	righteous	and	pure	by	Yahweh,	is	only	possible	because	Jesus	would	be	the	
Lamb	of	God.	

Do	you	see	the	story	playing	out?	The	father	walking	up	the	hill	with	his	son.	Abraham	has	the	fire	and	the	knife	
and	the	son	carries	the	wood.	You	don’t	have	to	be	poetic	or	a	scholar	to,	in	your	mind’s	eye,	know	that	God	the	Father	
was	watching	His	boy	lift,	and	carry,	and	fall	under	the	weight	of,	and	get	up	again	and	drag	His	cross	all	the	way	to	
Calvary.	Because	God	will	provide.	God	will	provide	the	Lamb.	

Just	like	Isaac	is	positioned	on	the	altar,	Jesus	is	positioned	on	the	cross.	Except,	God	didn’t	pierce	His	Boy’s	
heart	with	a	sword	or	a	knife;	He	crushed	it.	He	crushed	it	with	his	wrath	because	of	our	sin.	It	was	His	Father	who	killed	
Him.		
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I	thought	God	hates	human	sacrifice?	Doesn’t	God	hate	human	sacrifice?	God	gives	us	our	only	hope	through	
human	sacrifice?	How	can	He	do	this?	How	can	He	do	this?	

About	ten	years	ago,	some	so-called	pastor	let	utter	out	of	his	mouth	the	heresy	that	to	believe	in	penal	
substitutionary	atonement,	where	Jesus	is	the	propitiation—the	wrath-absorbing	satisfaction	of	our	sins—is	for	God	the	
Father	to	punish	His	Son	and	to	commit	divine	child	abuse.	He	said	that	we	are	putting	our	hope	in	divine	child	abuse.	He	
said	that	it	was	disgusting.	

Isaac	was	Abraham’s	unique	son.	How	was	that	not	divine	child	abuse	or	human	sacrifice?	How	much	more	
unique	is	the	only	begotten	of	the	Father?	This	is	not	just	another	man.	This	is	the	promise,	this	is	the	seed,	this	is	the	
offspring,	this	is	God	in	the	flesh.	And	Abraham	may	have	reasoned	out	that	God	could	raise	his	boy	from	the	dead,	but	
God	the	Father	was	absolutely	certain	that	His	Boy	would	get	up	from	the	dead.	God	knew	that	His	Son	could	be	the	
wrath-bearer	and	that	He	could	have	the	weight	of	all	our	sin	laid	on	Him.	God	the	Father	could	see	Him	as	guilty	of	our	
sin	and	crush	His	Son	to	death.	Isaiah,	in	Isaiah	53,	would	say	that	it	was	the	will	of	Yahweh	to	crush	Him.	It	was	His	plan	
and	His	purpose	that	He	would	kill	His	Son	so	that	He	could	make	us	His	sons	and	daughters;	so	that	we	could	be	the	
offspring	of	Abraham,	by	faith.	So	that	we	could	be	what	the	stars	really	represent—our	salvation.	So	that	one	day	
believers	as	innumerable	as	the	grains	of	sand	of	all	the	oceans	would	surround	the	throne	of	Jesus.	Jesus	does	crush	the	
head	of	the	serpent.	Jesus	does	run	through	the	usurper.	He	kills	him	and	by	His	death	He	destroys	death	and	He	frees	
us	from	the	slavery	of	sin	and	Satan,	and	He	sits	enthroned	in	Heaven	where	we	will	worship	Him.	We	will	worship	our	
great	God	and	Savior,	the	man	Christ	Jesus.		

	
Verse	15,	

“And	the	angel	of	the	Lord	called	to	Abraham	a	second	time	from	heaven	16	and	said,	“By	myself	I	
have	sworn,	declares	the	Lord,	because	you	have	done	this	and	have	not	withheld	your	son,	your	only	son,	
17	I	will	surely	bless	you,	and	I	will	surely	multiply	your	offspring	as	the	stars	of	heaven	and	as	the	sand	that	
is	on	the	seashore.	And	your	offspring	shall	possess	the	gate	of	his	enemies,	18	and	in	your	offspring	shall	
all	the	nations	of	the	earth	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	my	voice.”	
	
“Because	you	have	obeyed	my	voice.”	
	
Saving	faith.	James	lets	us	know	that	faith	without	works	is	dead.	James,	when	he	talks	about	the	importance	of	

works,	uses	Abraham	as	an	example.	He	says	that	he	was	declared	righteous	by	faith	and	that	his	faith	was	completed	by	
this	test.	Do	we	add	to	our	salvation?	No,	but	the	salvation	that	comes	from	being	declared	righteous	by	faith	in	the	
Lamb	of	God	produces	obedience.	That	salvation	perseveres	to	the	end	and	is	faithful.	It’s	not	perfect.	The	overarching	
picture	of	Abraham’s	life	is	not	one	of	perfection	but	of	faithfulness.	And	in	this	final	act,	as	the	scene	is	about	to	close	
on	Abraham’s	chapter,	and	go	on	with	Isaac	and	Jacob,	we	see	his	faithfulness.	James	says	that	is	the	completion	of	the	
faith	that	saves.	The	faith	that	saves	keeps	you	and	it	produces	obedience.	

So,	we	can	learn	from	Abraham.	We	can	learn	that	we	don’t	produce	our	saving	faith,	but	our	obedience	to	the	
Lord	matters.	Did	you	hear	what	He	said	to	him?	“I’m	going	to	bless	the	nations.	The	Gospel	is	going	to	the	nations	
because	you	just	obeyed	me.”	Our	faith	matters.	Our	obedience	to	the	Lord	matters.	

Remember	Ephesians	2?	We	are	saved	by	grace	through	faith;	not	of	works	unless	anyone	should	boast.76	And	at	
the	end	of	the	chapter	he	says,	but	we	were	saved	to	walk	in	good	works,	that	God	prepared	beforehand	that	we	should	
walk	in	them.	They	go	together	and	Abraham’s	life	preaches	that.	We	should	follow	his	example	and	we	should	look	to	
the	Savior	that	he	looked	to.	Jesus	said,	“Abraham	saw	my	day	and	he	was	glad.”77	Abraham	turned	around	and	saw	the	
ram	and	he	was	glad.	The	Lord	will	provide.	The	Lord	will	provide	the	sacrifice,	and	He	did,	through	Jesus.		

I’ll	close	by	saying	this.	We	have	a	lot	of	visitors	with	us.	I	don’t	know	if	you	have	cried	out	in	repentance,	
understanding	that	you	have	sinned	against	a	holy	God.	Each	and	every	one	of	us	is	guilty.	We	have	sinned	against	God	
and	we	deserve	His	wrath.	God	takes	it	pretty	seriously	that	we	have	sinned	against	Him.	We	have	sinned	against	Him	
because	that’s	who	we	are,	in	and	of	ourselves.	We	come	from	a	long	line	of	rebels.	We	fell	with	our	first	father,	Adam,	
when	we	rebelled	against	God.	We	deserve	God’s	wrath,	but	in	His	grace,	and	His	mercy,	and	His	love	He	sent	His	one	
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and	only	Son,	that	He	loves,	to	bear	the	penalty	for	us,	and	to	take	the	death	that	we	deserve	to	die.	Jesus	satisfies	all	of	
God’s	wrath	and	He	rises	again	so	that	if	we	would	trust	and	believe	in	Him	we	would	be	saved.	You	can	be	declared	
righteous,	as	if	you	had	lived	a	perfect	life,	loved	God,	and	worshipped	Him	perfectly.	Because	that’s	what	Jesus	did	and	
He	offers	that	to	you.		

If	that	is	you	and	you	need	to	cry	out	to	God	for	salvation,	I	would	plead	with	you	to	do	that	tonight.	Our	pastors	
and	deacons,	and	pretty	much	anyone	balded	and	bearded	in	this	church,	would	love	to	talk	to	you	about	the	Gospel.	
We	would	love	to.	We	would	love	to	take	time	to	answer	your	questions.	As	a	child	of	God,	we	need	to	be	careful.	Don’t	
slide	into	abusing	grace.	Our	faith	matters.	Our	obedience	matters.	We	need	to	look	to	Abraham	and	we	need	to	daily	
stand	in	awe	of	the	reality	that	God	would	crush	His	Son	so	that	He	could	forgive	us.	

Pray	with	me.	
Lord Jesus, you are so good. Isaac may or may not have known what was happening, but we know 

that you did. We know that you said that no one was taking your life from you but you were laying it down of 
your own authority so that you could take it back up. You submitted to the will of the Father and you let 
them beat you, mock you, lie about you, nail you to a cross and slowly kill you, as you absorbed Hell for us, 
and for our sin. You didn’t ask your Dad where the lamb was but you asked where He was, because you said, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsake me?,” as your Father crushed you. God, the best way that we know 
how, we say, “Thank you! Thank you for dying in our place. Thank you for being our substitute. And thank 
you, Jesus, for rising again!” Our hope is secure and real and I pray right now that you would free people in 
this room to come forward and to call out on your name for salvation. I pray that they would repent and that 
you would save people tonight. I pray that, as a church, that we would be unified, we would be humbled, we 
would be grateful, and we would be obedient. We love you and we serve you. When you call us to do hard 
things that we don’t understand—to share the Gospel, to love one another, to pursue one another—I pray 
that we would obey you. I pray that you would be glorified through this worship and I pray that you would be 
glorified as we observe your Supper. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

	
I	love	this	church	and	I’m	so	thankful	for	you.	Let	me	say	this;	our	God	is	the	Redeemer,	right?	That’s	what	He’s	

doing.	He’s	revealing	himself	as	Redeemer.	He	can	save	us	from	Hell	forever,	so	that	means	that	He	can	take	care	of	all	
of	our	junk,	right?	All	of	our	mess,	all	of	our	hurts,	all	of	our	pains,	all	of	our	pride,	and	all	of	our	insecurity—all	of	it—He	
can	handle	it.	He	can	redeem	it.	That	means	that	when	there	is	broken	fellowship	in	a	body	that	He	is	bigger	than	it.	He	
can	heal	it.	He	can	make	it	right	and	He	can	bring	it	back	together.	We	can	trust	that	and	we	can	believe	it	and	seek	it.	
He	is	bigger	than	all	of	it.	He	is	good.	He	is	worthy	to	be	praised.		

This	week,	as	you	meditate	on	the	sermon	and	on	the	Scriptures,	God	is	not	going	to	call	any	of	us	to	kill	our	
kids.	He	is	going	to	call	on	us	to	have	hard	conversations	and	be	obedient.	He’s	going	to	call	you	to	share	the	Gospel.	He	
is	going	to	call	some	of	us	to	leave	these	shores	and	take	the	Gospel	to	another	people	group.	We	need	to	be	obedient.	
He’s	going	to	call	some	of	us	to	adopt	and	we	need	to	be	obedient.	He’s	going	to	call	us	to	foster	and	we	need	to	be	
obedient.	When	it	doesn’t	make	sense	it	doesn’t	matter.	We	obey.	“Here	am	I,	Lord.”	How	can	we	do	that?	Because	
Jesus	has	provided	the	Lamb.		

I	don’t	know	if	this	counts	as	a	benediction,	but	I	love	this	passage	and	I’m	going	to	read	it.	
	
Romans	8:32,	

“He	who	did	not	spare	his	own	Son	but	gave	him	up	for	us	all,	how	will	he	not	also	with	him	
graciously	give	us	all	things?	33	Who	shall	bring	any	charge	against	God's	elect?	It	is	God	who	justifies.	34	
Who	is	to	condemn?	Christ	Jesus	is	the	one	who	died—more	than	that,	who	was	raised—who	is	at	the	
right	hand	of	God,	who	indeed	is	interceding	for	us.	35	Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Shall	
tribulation,	or	distress,	or	persecution,	or	famine,	or	nakedness,	or	danger,	or	sword?	36	As	it	is	written,	

“For	your	sake	we	are	being	killed	all	the	day	long;	
				we	are	regarded	as	sheep	to	be	slaughtered.”	
37	No,	in	all	these	things	we	are	more	than	conquerors	through	him	who	loved	us.	38	For	I	am	sure	

that	neither	death	nor	life,	nor	angels	nor	rulers,	nor	things	present	nor	things	to	come,	nor	powers,	39	nor	
height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	in	Christ	
Jesus	our	Lord.”	
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I	love	you,	church.
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November	1,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Acts	7	
Brody	Holloway	
	

Turn	to	Acts	7,	if	you	would.	That	will	be	our	sermon	text	for	the	evening.	It	is	Reformation	Sunday.	Yesterday	
was	Halloween	for	little	kids,	but	if	we	take	a	step	back	and	look	at	the	big	picture	we	are	coming	up	on	the	five	hundred	
year	anniversary	of	Reformation	Day.	Something	that	is	pretty	neat	to	think	about	is	that	it	is	highly	likely	that	we	will	
have	a	team	in	Germany	on	the	five	hundred	year	anniversary.	I	don’t	know	what	kind	of	field	trip	we	are	going	to	plan	
for	that	but	I	see	several	team	members	in	the	room	right	now	nodding	their	hands	and	fist	pumping.	Can	you	imagine?!	
It’s	exciting	to	think	about.	We	are	working	on	sending	a	team	over	there	to	plant	a	church.	Right	now,	we	are	so	loaded	
up	with	missions	stuff	for	such	a	small	church	as	we	are,	that	we	haven’t	really	started	to	lay	out	details	yet,	but	we	will	
be	sharing	that	with	you	soon.	

We	did	get	an	update	from	Bobby	Lane	and	our	Echelon	team78.	The	team	is	doing	great.	He	said	that	the	girls,	
Tara	and	Bailey,	are	tearing	it	up.	They	are	doing	fantastic	and,	in	a	direct	quote,	“Will	Avent	is	a	beast.	He	does	more	
than	he	is	asked.”	A	lot	of	you	know	Van	Jones.	He’s	not	a	member	of	Red	Oak.	He’s	from	Alabama	but	he	is	closely	
connected	with	us.	The	team	dynamic	is	really	awesome	because	you	have	Bailey	Jacobs	who	just	dropped	out	of	college	
because	God	told	her	to	go	do	this.	Then,	you	have	Van	Jones,	who	was	literally	a	rocket	scientist.	Do	you	ever	use	that	
terminology,	“I’m	no	rocket	scientist”?	Well,	Van	is.	He’s	a	rocket	scientist	and	he	left	a	job	with	NASA	where	he	was	
designing	launch	platforms.	“For	what?”	you	say.	For	rockets,	therefore,	he’s	a	rocket	scientist.	Anyway,	he	is	now	
teaching	Dinka	believers	how	to	lead	churches.	That’s	pretty	cool,	huh?	Paul	was	a	Pharisee,	Peter	was	a	fisherman,	Levi	
was	a	tax	collector—God	does	these	things	in	people’s	lives	and	it’s	cool	to	be	a	part	of	it.		

So,	we	will	have	a	team	in	Germany	and	one	of	the	key	players	is	our	very	own	Josh	Haskell	who	four	years	ago	
was	worshipping	a	demon	god	in	the	church	of	Mormonism.	How	big	of	a	God	do	we	serve,	when	these	people,	who	are	
a	part	of	this	teeny	little	church	in	the	middle	of	nowhere,	in	the	Southern	Appalachians,	are	literally,	globally	impacting	
the	world	with	the	work	of	the	Gospel?	It’s	pretty	exciting	to	be	a	part	of	that	and	we	should	be	so	grateful	and	thankful	
for	that.	

In	our	text	tonight,	we	are	going	to	be	talking	about	a	very	significant	figure	in	Christian	history.	But,	in	the	more	
modern	era	of	Church	history,	after	the	time	of	Jesus,	what	happened	was	that	over	the	first	several	centuries	the	
Church	exploded	in	growth.	In	the	first	century	alone	the	Gospel	reached	three	continents.	It	was	explosive	and	in	a	few	
weeks	we	are	going	to	be	talking	about	how	that	happened.	After	that,	like	any	good	government	does,	the	Roman	
government	capitalized	on	this	religion	that	was	growing	like	crazy,	and	they	began	to	take	control	of	it.	Christianity	was	
sort	of	secularized	and	became	kind	of	a	global	religion	for	about	a	thousand	years.	The	Protestant	Reformation	
happened	about	five-hundred	years	ago,	so	for	twice	that	long	people	were	literally	in	the	dark.	They	couldn’t	read	the	
Scripture	and	they	weren’t	allowed	to	read	the	Bible	for	themselves.	They	just	had	to	do	what	they	were	told	and	trust	
that	the	priests	and	religious	leaders	were	going	to	be	honest	with	them.	So,	you	can	imagine	that	there	was	a	lot	of	
destruction	in	the	name	of	Christianity.	So,	four	hundred	and	ninety	eight	years	ago,	the	Lord	raised	up	a	group	of	men,	
and	the	one	that	we	are	probably	most	familiar	with	is	Martin	Luther.	They	sort	of	shaped	the	world	with	the	truth	that	
“the	just	shall	live	by	faith.”79	The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	that	the	atoning	work	of	Jesus	is	sufficient	for	the	forgiveness	
of	sin	and	that	Christ’s	righteousness	is	imputed	to	us.	We	simply	receive	that	and	Jesus	takes	our	sin.	

That’s	the	message	of	the	Gospel	and	the	last	five	hundred	years	have	been	a	wild	ride	for	the	Church.	The	
Gospel	has	reached	the	majority	of	the	planet,	although	there	are	still	many,	many	places	that	need	to	be	reached.	We	
currently	live	in	an	area	and	a	region	that	was	part	of	“the	ends	of	the	Earth”80	at	the	time	that	The	Great	Commission81	
was	written,	and	we	can	thank	the	explosive	growth	that	came	in	the	Church,	out	of	the	Protestant	Reformation,	for	the	
fact	that	the	Gospel	is	so	prevalent	today.	We	could	debate	and	argue	about	how	Godless	our	society	is,	but	the	Gospel	
is	strong	in	America	today.	Don’t	be	deceived.	There	will	never	be	a	weakening	of	the	power	of	the	Gospel.	Scripture	
teaches	us	and	projects	prophetically	that	from	now	to	the	end	of	time	the	Gospel	will	go	forth.	The	picture	is	that	of	a	

																																																													
78	A	group	of	Red	Oak	members	who	are	serving	temporarily	in	South	Sudan.	
79	Hebrews	10:38,	Romans	1:17	
80	Acts	13:47	
81	Matthew	28:16-20	
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battleship	or	a	warship.	There	are	word	pictures	like	“the	Church	will	take	captives”	and	“the	gates	of	Hell	will	not	
prevail	against	it.”	Christ	himself	even	said	that	until	the	end	of	the	age	He	will	reach	the	world	with	the	Gospel.	In	that	
final	scene	we	saw	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	when	we	looked	at	the	Tower	of	Babel,	people	from	every	nation	will	be	
gathered	around	the	throne.82	

We	have	so	much	to	be	grateful	for	today,	as	Christians,	because	by	God’s	sovereignty	we	can	claim	the	Gospel	
for	ourselves,	because	it	has	first	claimed	us.	So,	as	we	talk	about	men	like	Martin	Luther,	John	Calvin,	Huldrych	Zwingli,	
John	Knox,	Johnathan	Edwards,	and	George	Whitfield,	John	Wesley,	and	men	who	in	the	last	five	hundred	years	have	
been	so	substantial	in	what	they’ve	offered	to	the	Church,	so	Scripture	gives	us	heroes	of	the	faith;	men	who	we	can	
look	to	and	learn	from.	

We	recently	went	through	a	study	of	the	book	of	Exodus	and	we	are	going	to	look,	tonight,	at	the	life	of	Moses	
and	draw	out	some	Gospel	implications.	If	you	want	further	listening	or	reading	on	the	life	of	Moses,	just	go	to	the	Red	
Oak	podcasts	where	we	have	about	fifty	sermons.	You	can	listen	to	those	this	week	and	you	will	be	ready	to	roll	next	
week	after	about	fifty	hours	of	listening	to	that.	I	actually	went	back	and	listened	to	a	couple	of	those	in	preparation	for	
tonight,	and	it’s	really	weird	to	hear	yourself	talk.	We	did	just	go	through	the	book	of	Exodus	and	it’s	been	really	neat	
preparing	this	sermon,	because	for	over	a	year	we	were	just	absorbing	and	studying	this	mega-look	at	Exodus	and	then	
we	went	right	into	Joshua.	They	are	major	works	of	Scripture	and	Old	Testament	history.	

So,	tonight	we	are	going	to	look	at	Stephen’s	sermon	as	he	is	being	martyred.	Remember	how	Stephen	gives	a	
sort	of	overview	of	the	Old	Testament.	So,	we’re	going	to	look	at	Stephen’s	words	as	he	is	being	martyred	in	Acts	7,	
particularly	the	section	where	he	talks	about	Moses,	because	he	spends	the	most	time	talking	about	Moses.	Now,	here’s	
why	he	does	this;	in	the	context	of	our	passage	tonight,	Stephen	is	speaking	to	the	Sanhedrin,	which	was	a	group	of	
religious	leaders.	They	would	be	something	like	sort	of	a	hybrid	of	the	Supreme	Court	and	maybe	a	judicial	committee	in	
Congress.	They	had	a	lot	of	governing	authority	within	the	Jewish	context.		

So,	Rome	was	in	power	at	the	time	of	Christ	and	during	the	martyrdom	of	Stephen,	but	there	was	a	lot	of	
freedom	given	to	the	Jewish	people.	So,	in	the	Jewish	context,	there	was	this	governing	body	called	the	Sanhedrin	that	
had	its	roots	in	Moses.	Remember,	Moses	went	to	his	father-in-law	and	told	him	that	he	had	way	too	much	work	on	his	
hands.	Moses	was	serving	as	a	prophet,	a	priest,	a	king,	and	he	was	a	judge	and	a	ruler	over	the	people,	and	the	people	
were	bringing	their	problems	to	him.	So,	his	father-in-law,	who	was	apparently	a	very	wise	man,	told	Moses	that	he	
should	establish	a	panel	of	judges	and	put	them	over	the	majority	of	the	cases,	so	Moses	did	that.	For	hundreds	of	years,	
that	trickled	down	and	developed	and	became	this	governing	body,	the	Sanhedrin.	Then,	out	of	that,	we	ended	up	with	
fragments	and	branches	in	early	Church	history,	and	Judaism	at	the	time	of	Christ,	so	there	was	a	lot	going	on	with	
political	factions	and	parties.	We	do	know	that	there	were	religious	leaders	who	were	very	threatened	by	the	fact	that	
the	tomb	was	empty	and	Christ	was	risen	from	the	dead.	They	knew	it,	y’all.	They	knew	it.	And	one	of	the	things	that	we	
learn	in	the	life	and	story	of	Stephen	is	that	someone	can	know	the	truth	and	reject	it	if	the	Spirit	of	God	doesn’t	awaken	
in	them	what	is	dead.	So,	they	rejected	it	and	they	ultimately	martyred	Stephen	and	many,	many	other	people.	There	
was	a	great	martyrdom	at	the	hand	of	Herod.	The	Romans	were	killing	Christians	and	the	Jews	were	killing	Christians.	It	
was	a	bad	time	to	be	a	believer	but	at	the	same	time	it	was	an	exciting	time	to	be	a	believer	because	the	Church	was	
growing.	

If	you	are	visiting	with	us	tonight	at	Red	Oak,	what	we	are	doing	is	we	are	going	through	an	overview	of	the	Old	
Testament	and	how	it	all	points	to	Jesus	and	the	Gospel.	That	will	culminate	at	Christmas	in	the	Advent	Season.	It’s	an	
exciting	journey.	

So,	what	Stephen	did	was	he	looked	at	the	people	and	he	knew	that	they	recognized	Moses	as	the	authority	that	
they	lived	their	lives	under.	They	were	good	Jews	who	were	living	their	lives	according	to	Moses.	So,	here’s	what	
Stephen	is	going	to	do.	He’s	going	to	take	Moses,	and	Jesus,	and	he’s	going	to	look	at	the	Sanhedrin	and	……..	The	reason	
that’s	so	significant	is	because	the	Sanhedrin	fancied	themselves	as	strict	followers	of	Moses.	So,	they	believed	that	they	
followed	Moses’	law	to	the	letter	and	they	were	very	diligent	to	follow	Moses’	law,	and	they	felt	they	were	good	Jews.	
What	Stephen	is	going	to	do	is	he’s	going	to	show	how	Moses’	law	wasn’t	actually	followed	by	the	Jews	but	it	was	
actually	rejected.	That	is	exactly	what	they	were	doing	with	Jesus	and	Stephen	is	going	to	tie	the	two	together.	Do	you	
follow	that?	

																																																													
82	Revelation	7:9	
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He’s	going	to	say,	“Okay,	you	follow	Moses.	Moses	is	the	one	who	invented	you	guys	but	you’ve	rejected	him.”	
He’s	going	to	show	us	that	and	then	he	is	going	to	say,	“And	that’s	exactly	what	you’re	doing	with	Jesus.”	Moses	was	a	
type	of	Christ	that	pointed	us	to	Jesus	and	Stephen	is	going	to	tie	the	two	together.	So,	let’s	walk	through	the	text.	

Acts	7:17.	This	is	a	really	cool	passage	of	Scripture	with	a	lot	happening.	There’s	a	lot	going	on.	What	we	are	
going	to	do	is	pick	up	the	story	where	Rob	left	off	last	week	when	we	looked	at	God’s	promises	to	Abraham.	Stephen	has	
just	covered	that	part	of	the	story	and	we	are	going	to	pick	it	up	in	verse	17.	

	
“But	as	the	time	of	the	promise	drew	near,	which	God	had	granted	to	Abraham,	the	people	

increased	and	multiplied	in	Egypt	18	until	there	arose	over	Egypt	another	king	who	did	not	know	Joseph.	19	
He	dealt	shrewdly	with	our	race	and	forced	our	fathers	to	expose	their	infants,	so	that	they	would	not	be	
kept	alive.	20	At	this	time	Moses	was	born;	and	he	was	beautiful	in	God's	sight.	And	he	was	brought	up	for	
three	months	in	his	father's	house,	21	and	when	he	was	exposed,	Pharaoh's	daughter	adopted	him	and	
brought	him	up	as	her	own	son.	22	And	Moses	was	instructed	in	all	the	wisdom	of	the	Egyptians,	and	he	
was	mighty	in	his	words	and	deeds.”	
	
Think	about	Moses	in	Egypt	being	trained	sort	of	like	Daniel	in	the	universities	in	Babylon.	He	is	getting	the	finest	

education	and	probably	military	training,	too.	I	would	think	that	if	they	had	something	like	a	military	college	it	was	sort	
of	something	like	that.	He’d	be	studying	engineering,	language,	and	the	arts,	and	getting	a	top-notch	education.	

	
Verse	23,	
	

“When	he	was	forty	years	old,	it	came	into	his	heart	to	visit	his	brothers,	the	children	of	Israel.	24	
And	seeing	one	of	them	being	wronged,	he	defended	the	oppressed	man	and	avenged	him	by	striking	
down	the	Egyptian.”	

	
Remember	that	story?	
	

“He	supposed	that	his	brothers	would	understand	that	God	was	giving	them	salvation	by	his	hand,	
but	they	did	not	understand.	26	And	on	the	following	day	he	appeared	to	them	as	they	were	quarreling	and	
tried	to	reconcile	them,	saying,	‘Men,	you	are	brothers.	Why	do	you	wrong	each	other?’	27	But	the	man	
who	was	wronging	his	neighbor	thrust	him	aside,	saying,	‘Who	made	you	a	ruler	and	a	judge	over	us?	28	
Do	you	want	to	kill	me	as	you	killed	the	Egyptian	yesterday?’	29	At	this	retort	Moses	fled	and	became	an	
exile	in	the	land	of	Midian,	where	he	became	the	father	of	two	sons.	30	“Now	when	forty	years	had	passed,	
an	angel	appeared	to	him	in	the	wilderness	of	Mount	Sinai,	in	a	flame	of	fire	in	a	bush.	31	When	Moses	saw	
it,	he	was	amazed	at	the	sight,	and	as	he	drew	near	to	look,	there	came	the	voice	of	the	Lord:	32	‘I	am	the	
God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham	and	of	Isaac	and	of	Jacob.’	And	Moses	trembled	and	did	not	dare	
to	look.	33	Then	the	Lord	said	to	him,	‘Take	off	the	sandals	from	your	feet,	for	the	place	where	you	are	
standing	is	holy	ground.	34	I	have	surely	seen	the	affliction	of	my	people	who	are	in	Egypt,	and	have	heard	
their	groaning,	and	I	have	come	down	to	deliver	them.	And	now	come,	I	will	send	you	to	Egypt.’	This	
Moses,	whom	they	rejected,	saying,	‘Who	made	you	a	ruler	and	a	judge?’—this	man	God	sent	as	both	
ruler	and	redeemer	by	the	hand	of	the	angel	who	appeared	to	him	in	the	bush.	36	This	man	led	them	out,	
performing	wonders	and	signs	in	Egypt	and	at	the	Red	Sea	and	in	the	wilderness	for	forty	years.	37	This	is	
the	Moses	who	said	to	the	Israelites,	‘God	will	raise	up	for	you	a	prophet	like	me	from	your	brothers.’”	
	
This	is	Moses	speaking	to	the	Israelites,	saying,	“God’s	going	to	raise	up	a	prophet	like	me.”	So,	we	are	getting	a	

foreshadowing	from	Moses’	mouth.	One	of	the	things	we	are	not	going	to	really	be	able	to	dive	deeply	into	tonight,	but	
that	we	will	touch	on,	is	that	Moses	is	a	type	of	Christ.	Have	you	ever	heard	that?	We’ve	talked	about	that	a	lot	here.	
Throughout	the	Old	Testament	you	will	see	types	of	Christ.	You	will	see	men	who	represent	and	sort	of	foreshadow	or	
point	to	Jesus.	So,	Moses	does	that	in	a	lot	of	ways.	He	does	it	as	a	prophet,	a	priest,	and	a	king.	You	will	also	remember	
that	Moses	was	a	Levite	but	he	was	born	into	the	Levitical	tribe	before	it	became	the	tribe	of	the	priesthood.		
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So,	if	you	were	unfamiliar	with	the	way	this	worked,	in	the	Jewish	system	God	raised	this	nation	up	in	adversity	
and	in	slavery.	Then,	He	sent	this	family	of	about	seventy	people,	who	were	the	immediate	descendants	of	Abraham,	
into	Egypt	and	they	exploded	into	what	most	historians	think	was	a	couple	million	people.	So	there	were	a	couple	
million	people	living	in	Egypt,	being	oppressed	as	slaves,	and	the	story	was	ugly	and	grueling.	The	first	two	chapters	of	
Exodus	tell	the	story	and	it	is	a	very,	very	intense	situation	that	they	found	themselves	in.		

Several	hundred	years	go	past.	Remember,	this	had	been	prophesied	to	Abraham.	So,	God	raised	up	this	nation	
of	people	and	a	couple	of	things	happened	on	the	historical	timeline.	One,	is	that	God	got	this	nation	of	slaves	ready	
because	He	was	going	to	raise	up	from	slavery	a	people	out	of	humble	roots.	God	was	not	going	to	bring	salvation	into	
the	world	through	the	Egyptian	dynasty.	He	was	going	to	raise	up	a	nation	of	slaves	and	do	great	things.	This	is	even,	in	
and	of	itself,	pointing	us	to	Jesus.	Listen,	church.	You	will	also	note	that	God	refers	to	Israel	as	His	“son.”	Remember	
that?	At	one	point,	God	says	to	Pharaoh,	“You	have	enslaved	my	son83.”	So,	Israel	is	even,	in	and	of	itself,	to	some	
degree,	foreshadowing	the	fact	that	Christ	would	be	the	Son	of	God	who	would	come	into	the	world.	

You	have	a	kind	of	tale	of	two	sons	in	Scripture.	The	first	son,	in	the	Old	Covenant,	being	Israel.	So,	God	raised	
up	this	nation	of	people	who	were	slaves.	The	Israelites	were	being	beaten	and	it	was	a	terrible	situation.	Then,	it	
culminated	when	the	Egyptians	decided	that	they	were	going	to	kill	all	the	little	baby	boys	who	were	born	to	these	
people.	The	Egyptian	rulers	decided	they	were	going	to	take	the	baby	boys	and	throw	them	in	the	Nile	River	and	kill	
them.	So	this	nation	of	people	is	being	raised	up	under	great	oppression	and	it	is	out	of	that	that	God	is	going	to	raise	up	
Moses.		

So,	what	God	does	is	He	raises	Moses	up	out	of	a	family	that	is	part	of	the	Levites.	The	Levites	were	one	of	
twelve	tribes.	So,	in	this	nation	of	slaves	they	were	divided	into	twelve	tribes	or	clans.	We	can	kind	of	identify	with	that	
because	other	cultures	have	done	this.	It’s	kind	of	hard	for	us	to	get	this	in	America	because	we	are	literally	a	melting	
pot	of	people.	But,	you	see	some	family	identity,	especially	in	small	towns	where	you	see	prominent	names.	But,	in	
Israel	there	was	tribal	identity	and	Moses	came	out	of	this	tribe	that	was	called	Levi.	

Now,	if	you	know	your	Bible	history,	you	will	recognize	that	the	tribe	of	Levi	was	the	tribe	that	would	become	
the	tribe	of	priests.	All	of	the	spiritual	and	religious	leaders	of	Israel	would	come	out	of	the	tribe	of	the	Levites,	but	this	is	
before	God	established	the	Levitical	priesthood.		

Now,	here’s	what’s	funny.	In	my	mind,	when	I	think	of	the	Levites,	and	you	may	be	this	way,	I	think	of	priestly	
people.	Do	you?	Any	time	I	think	of	the	Levites	I	think	of	priestly	people	who	are	wearing	the	robes,	and	the	ephod	with	
the	Urim	and	Thummim84.	They	wore	a	weird	vest	and	skirt	thing	and	had	some	rocks	they	wore	around	their	neck.	We	
hear	these	strange	words	and	we	don’t	always	get	a	good	explanation.	You	can	read	about	it	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	
ephod	went	out	of	style	about	three	thousand	years	ago,	apparently.	

But,	when	I	think	of	the	Levites	I	think	of	the	guy	washing	his	hands	in	ceremonial	water	or	sprinkling	blood	on	
the	Mercy	Seat	in	Tabernacle.	I	don’t	want	to	do	this,	but	in	my	brain	I	always	picture	religious,	priestly,	stiff-necked	
guys.	They	were	very	pastoral	for	so	many	generations.	But,	listen	to	where	to	where	the	Levites	came	from.	Last	week	
Rob	was	talking	about	Abraham	and	Abraham	had	these	grandsons.	The	great-grandsons	came	through	Abraham’s	
grandson,	Jacob,	and	they	became	the	leaders	of	these	twelve	tribes.	Well,	we	have	an	account	where	Jacob	is	blessing	
each	one	of	these	grandsons	before	he	dies,	and	when	he	blesses	Levi,	listen	to	what	he	says,	in	Genesis	49.	Listen	to	the	
blessing	he	gives.	This	is	four	hundred	years	before	Moses	was	born	into	the	tribe	of	Levi	and	the	original	Levi,	the	father	
of	that	tribe,	receives	a	blessing	from	Jacob.	

	
Genesis	49:5,	
	

“Simeon	and	Levi	are	brothers;	
				weapons	of	violence	are	their	swords.	
6	Let	my	soul	come	not	into	their	council;	
				O	my	glory,	be	not	joined	to	their	company.	
For	in	their	anger	they	killed	men,	
				and	in	their	willfulness	they	hamstrung	oxen.	

																																																													
83	Exodus	4:22,	Hosea	11:1	
84	See	Exodus	28	for	discussion	of	the	priestly	garments.	
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7	Cursed	be	their	anger,	for	it	is	fierce,	
				and	their	wrath,	for	it	is	cruel!	
I	will	divide	them	in	Jacob	
				and	scatter	them	in	Israel.”	

	
You	have	this	tribe	of	people	and	the	original	blessing	that	God	gave	was	that	these	guys	were	sluggards,	and	

fighters,	and	they	would	go	to	war	and	kill	people.	
Have	you	ever	seen	somebody	and	there	testimony	is	such	that	you	go,	“I	knew	that	guy	ten	years	ago	and	I	

haven’t	seen	him	since.	What	happened?”	It’s	because	God	changed	him.	God	does	great	things	and	brings	about	great	
change	in	people’s	lives.	So,	this	tribe	of	Levi,	we	know	at	least	at	the	time	of	Moses’	birth,	are	people	who	are	bent	on	
survival.	The	way	that	Moses	comes	into	existence	and	his	life	comes	into	being	is	that	he	is	born	during	the	time	that	
the	Pharaoh	is	having	all	the	infant	boys	killed.	It	was	kind	of	like	Herod	did	at	Jesus’	birth.	He	was	having	all	these	little	
boys	murdered	by	being	thrown	into	the	Nile.	So,	what	Moses’	parents	did	was	they	took	him	and	hid	him	in	the	river	
and	set	his	sister	to	sort	of	stand	watch	over	him	and	guard	him.	She	was	going	to	make	sure	that	he	didn’t	get	eaten	by	
the	crocodiles,	or	carried	away	by	the	river,	or	that	someone	didn’t	come	and	get	him.	They	may	have	hid	him	by	the	
river	because	it	was	loud	and	nobody	could	hear	the	baby	crying.	They	made	a	floating	bassinet	and	the	word	is	literally	
“ark.”	It	was	a	floating	ark	and	they	hid	the	baby	in	it.85	

When	we	read	this	in	the	New	Testament,	in	Hebrews	11,	they	are	literally	defying	Pharaoh.	They	were	saying	
that,	“Our	God	is	bigger	than	the	king’s	edict.	You	can	say,	‘Don’t	have	babies.	Don’t	have	boys.	We	will	kill	your	babies,’	
but	that’s	okay	because	we	don’t	submit	to	your	authority.	We	submit	to	a	higher	authority.	His	name	is	Yahweh	and	He	
is	our	God.”	But,	at	this	point,	they	are	just	hanging	onto	the	promise	that	their	great-great-great-great-grandfather,	
Abraham,	had	been	given.	They	were	doing	their	part	to	trust	in	the	Lord.	That	is	the	back	story	and	that	is	what	Moses	
was	born	into.	

The	Bible	says,	in	Hebrews	11:23,	
	

“By	faith	Moses,	when	he	was	born,	was	hidden	for	three	months	by	his	parents,	because	they	
saw	that	the	child	was	beautiful,	and	they	were	not	afraid	of	the	king's	edict.”	
	
The	story	of	Moses’	birth	and	rescue	is	absolutely	fantastic.	The	kid	is	obviously	destined	to	do	something	very	

big.	When	you	read	the	first	two	chapters	of	Exodus,	you	think,	“Something	big	is	going	to	happen	with	this	kid.”	But,	
one	of	the	things	that	happens	in	the	life	of	Moses,	as	it	develops,	is	we	begin	to	see	these	stronger	foreshadowings	of	
Christ.	We	begin	to	see	these	things	that	point	us	out	of	Moses’	life	into	the	life	of	Jesus.		

Listen	to	what	Dr.	I.	M.	Hadelman	said.86	He	was	quoted	by	A.	W.	Pink	and	I	had	never	heard	of	the	man,	but	I	
love	Dr.	Pink.	Pink	wrote	a	book	called	Gleanings	in	Genesis	and	followed	that	up	with	one	called	Gleanings	in	Exodus.	I	
think	he	wrote	these	in	the	twenties.	He	is	a	commentator	from	the	last	century	and	he	is	quoting	this	guy	who	had	
apparently	written	a	series	of	articles.	He	says	this,	

	
“The	life	of	Moses	presents	a	series	of	striking	antitheses.	He	was	the	child	of	a	slave,	and	the	son	of	a	
queen.	He	was	born	in	a	hut,	and	lived	in	a	palace.	He	inherited	poverty,	and	enjoyed	unlimited	wealth.	
He	was	the	leader	of	armies,	and	the	keeper	of	flocks.	He	was	the	mightiest	of	warriors,	and	the	meekest	
of	men.	He	was	educated	in	the	court,	and	dwelt	in	the	desert.	He	had	the	wisdom	of	Egypt,	and	the	faith	
of	a	child.	He	was	fitted	for	the	city,	and	wandered	in	the	wilderness.	He	was	tempted	with	the	pleasures	
of	sin,	and	endured	the	hardships	of	virtue.	He	was	backward	in	speech,	and	talked	with	God.	He	had	the	
rod	of	a	shepherd,	and	the	power	of	the	Infinite.	He	was	a	fugitive	from	Pharaoh,	and	an	ambassador	
from	heaven.	He	was	the	giver	of	the	Law,	and	the	forerunner	of	grace.	He	died	alone	on	Mount	Moab,	
and	appeared	with	Christ	in	Judea.	No	man	assisted	at	his	funeral,	yet	God	buried	him.	The	fire	has	gone	
out	of	Mount	Sinai	but	the	lightning	is	still	in	His	law.	His	lips	are	silent	but	his	voice	yet	speaks.”	

																																																													
85	See	Exodus	2:3-10	for	the	story	of	Moses	birth.	
86	http://www.pbministries.org/books/pink/Gleanings_Exodus/exodus_72.htm		
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This	is	a	really	cool	picture	of	the	life	of	Moses.	This	man	was	raised	up	out	of	a	family	of	slaves.	His	life	was	put	
on	the	chopping	block	as	an	infant	but	God	raised	him	up	and	put	him	in	the	house	of	Pharaoh’s	daughter.	He	preserved	
his	life	and	did	great	things	through	him,	and	all	of	this	was	to	point	us	to,	and	teach	us,	about	Jesus.	

You	will	also	remember	that	Moses	was	brought	up	in	the	home	of	Pharaoh’s	daughter.	He	was	actually	the	
adopted	grandson	of	the	king	of	Egypt	and	he	was	raised	in	the	Egyptian	palace.	Stephen	tells	us	in	this	text	that	Moses	
was	educated	in	Egypt.	He	was	probably	very	articulate,	well-trained,	and	well-learned.	What	happens	is	that	the	story	
jumps	ahead	about	forty	years	in	Exodus	and	in	Stephen’s	sermon	in	Acts	7.	It	jumps	ahead	to	a	time	when	Moses	is	
starting	to	sort	of	identify	with	the	Hebrew	people.	He	sees	them	and	identifies	with	them	because	he,	no	doubt,	knows	
the	story	of	his	adoption.	So,	he’s	walking	among	the	Hebrew	people	and	he	sees	an	Egyptian	taskmaster	who	is	beating,	
and	even	killing,	a	Jewish	slave.	It	was	normal	for	this	to	happen	because	Stephen	tells	us	that	they	were	killing	the	Jews.	
The	labor	was	intense	that	the	slaves	were	under	and	the	taskmasters	were	harsh	in	beating	them	and	many	of	them	
were	actually	dying	under	the	burden	and	the	load.	Moses	sees	this	and	intervenes	and	actually	kills	the	Egyptian.87	
Then,	the	Bible	tells	us	that	he	buried	him	in	a	shallow	grave	in	some	sand.	What	happens	is	that	the	next	day	he	is	
walking	along	and	Moses	sees	these	two	Hebrews	who	are	fighting.	He	recognizes	them	and	says,	“Hey,	what	are	you	
doing	fighting	against	one	another?	We	have	to	unite	in	order	to	overthrow	Egypt.”	Well,	he’s	dressed	in	the	mascara	
stuff,	with	the	golden	jewelry,	and	the	funny	goatee	attachment.	He	looks	the	part	of	an	Egyptian	and	so	they	say,	
“What	do	you	know	about	our	plight?	What	do	you	know	about	being	a	slave?	Don’t	romanticize	what	it’s	like	to	be	a	
Jewish	slave,”	and	they	refuse	to	identify	with	him.	In	fact,	they	reject	him.	

So,	there	are	actually	four	things	that	happen	in	this	block	of	the	text	and	in	Moses’	life	that	help	us	see	how	
Christ	is	being	foreshadowed.		

The	first	one	is	that	he	is	rejected	by	the	Jewish	people	while	he’s	in	Egypt.	So,	he’s	in	Egypt	and	he	reaches	out	
to	his	people,	and	he	wants	to	deliver	them,	and	Stephen	tells	us	that	Moses	wants	to	redeem,	and	deliver,	and	rescue,	
and	save	his	people,	and	it’s	a	noble	thought,	but	his	people	reject	him.	Look	at	verses	23-28,	

	
“When	he	was	forty	years	old,	it	came	into	his	heart	to	visit	his	brothers,	the	children	of	Israel.	24	

And	seeing	one	of	them	being	wronged,	he	defended	the	oppressed	man	and	avenged	him	by	striking	
down	the	Egyptian.	25	He	supposed	that	his	brothers	would	understand	that	God	was	giving	them	
salvation	by	his	hand,	but	they	did	not	understand.	26	And	on	the	following	day	he	appeared	to	them	as	
they	were	quarreling	and	tried	to	reconcile	them,	saying,	‘Men,	you	are	brothers.	Why	do	you	wrong	each	
other?’	27	But	the	man	who	was	wronging	his	neighbor	thrust	him	aside,	saying,	‘Who	made	you	a	ruler	
and	a	judge	over	us?	28	Do	you	want	to	kill	me	as	you	killed	the	Egyptian	yesterday?’	29	At	this	retort	Moses	
fled	and	became	an	exile	in	the	land	of	Midian,	where	he	became	the	father	of	two	sons.”	
	
So,	he	flees	and	runs	away	then	these	guys	recognize	him,	and	not	only	is	he	rejected	but	he	has	to	actually	flee	

from	Egypt	now.	He’s	killed	an	Egyptian	and	the	Hebrews	have	rejected	him	and	he’s	kind	of	become	a	man	without	an	
identity	and	without	a	home.	Look	at	John	1:11,	

	
“Jesus	came	unto	His	own	and	His	own	received	Him	not.”	

	
In	that	rejection	by	the	Jewish	men	of	Moses,	you	see	this	sort	of	foreshadowing	of	a	deliverer	who	is	being	

rejected	by	the	people.	Here’s	what’s	starting	to	take	shape—the	fact	that	God’s	sovereignty	is	what	is	going	to	deliver	
the	people	of	Israel.	It’s	not	Moses’	ability	as	a	leader	and	it’s	not	even	their	compliance	and	willingness	to	follow.	We	
know	the	story;	we	know	that	they	flop,	they	fail,	and	they	make	a	complete	mess	of	things	at	different	times.	God	is	
going	to	intervene	into	their	situation	and	He	is	going	to	lift	them	out	of	their	situation.	Why?	To	be	faithful	and	true	to	
His	word	to	Abraham	so	many	hundreds	of	years	earlier.	God	is	going	to	be	faithful	to	His	own	prophecy.	God	is	not	
going	to	save	the	Jews	because	they	are	worthy	of	saving.	What	we	are	seeing	here	is	the	way	that	salvation	works,	and	
the	way	that	salvation	works	is	not	that	God	looks	around	and	says,	“Hmmm,	there	are	a	bunch	of	Egyptians	and	there	
are	a	bunch	of	Jews.	The	Jews	are	the	slaves	and	the	Egyptians	are	mean	so	I’ll	save	the	Jews	because	they	deserve	it.”	

																																																													
87	Exodus	2:11-12	
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No,	God	is	looking	at	sinful	man	and	He	is	saying,	“I’m	going	to	raise	up	a	son	called	Israel,	and	I’m	going	to	rescue	
Israel.”	What	you	are	seeing	is	that	this	is	bigger	than	a	man’s	ability	to	rescue	people.	

Listen,	you	have	a	mama,	a	daddy,	a	kid,	a	neighbor,	or	a	coworker,	and	you	are	burdened	for	that	person.	They	
don’t	know	Jesus	and	they	don’t	know	the	Gospel.	Look,	you	cannot	save	them.	You	can’t	save	them.	It	will	take	the	
power	of	the	Gospel,	wielded	at	the	hand	of	an	unchanging,	sovereign	God,	who	can	break	their	will,	crush	their	Spirit,	
and	revitalize	in	them	through	new	birth	and	new	life,	which	only	He	can	author.	You	can’t	save	people,	man.	Moses	is	
like,	“Come	on,	guys.”	Listen,	they	are	fighting	because	that’s	all	they’ve	ever	known.	You	know	what?	If	for	forty	years	
you	get	hit	every	day,	do	you	know	what	you’re	going	to	be	good	at	doing?	Hitting	somebody.	All	they	know	how	to	do	is	
cope	with	life	violently.	Moses	is	like,	“You	guys,	I	have	a	plan.	This	is	great.”	But	they	are	like,	“Who	do	you	think	you	
are?	We	don’t	want	to	have	anything	to	do	with	you.”	And	he	has	to	literally	flee	the	country	because	of	this	rejection	by	
his	people.	

So,	Moses	leaves	the	pleasures	of	Egypt	and	goes	to	Midian.	Now,	in	Midian	what	you	have	is	Moses	dwelling	in	
a	place	that’s	pretty	desolate.	It’s	kind	of	tricky	because	the	Midianites	were	nomadic	and	moved	around	a	lot.	This	is	
kind	of	crazy.	Remember	that	Joseph	was	sold	into	slavery	to	Ishmaelites.	The	Midianites	and	the	Ishmaelites	are	
actually	distant	relatives	of	the	Jewish	people.	They	descended	from	Abraham.	So,	Moses	is	like,	“Am	I	Jewish	or	
Egyptian?,”	so	he	goes	and	dwells	among	a	people	who	are	not	his	own.	

He	spends	forty	years	there	watching	sheep	and	it’s	a	really	cool	story	to	read	about	how	he	goes	into	Midian	
and	how	he	meets	his	future	bride.	It’s	a	really	neat	scene	that	you	can	read	about	in	Exodus	2.	So,	after	he	gets	there	he	
becomes	a	man	with	no	home	and	no	identity.	Listen	to	this	in	Hebrews	11:24,	

	
“By	faith	Moses,	when	he	was	grown	up,	refused	to	be	called	the	son	of	Pharaoh's	daughter,	25	

choosing	rather	to	be	mistreated	with	the	people	of	God	than	to	enjoy	the	fleeting	pleasures	of	sin.	26	He	
considered	the	reproach	of	Christ	greater	wealth	than	the	treasures	of	Egypt,	for	he	was	looking	to	the	
reward.”	
	
Did	you	hear	what	he	said	in	verse	26?		
	
“He	considered	the	reproach	of	Christ	greater	wealth	than	the	treasures	of	Egypt,	for	he	was	looking	to	the	

reward.	27	By	faith	he	left	Egypt,	not	being	afraid	of	the	anger	of	the	king,	for	he	endured	as	seeing	him	who	is	invisible.”	
	
Listen	to	Philippians	2.	You	guys	know	this	verse	and	you	are	very	familiar	with	this	passage.	Philippians	2:5,	
	

“Have	this	mind	among	yourselves,	which	is	yours	in	Christ	Jesus,	6	who,	though	he	was	in	the	
form	of	God,	did	not	count	equality	with	God	a	thing	to	be	grasped,	7	but	emptied	himself,	by	taking	the	
form	of	a	servant,	being	born	in	the	likeness	of	men.	8	And	being	found	in	human	form,	he	humbled	himself	
by	becoming	obedient	to	the	point	of	death,	even	death	on	a	cross.”	
	
So,	secondly,	you	have	Moses	leaving	the	luxuries	of	Egypt.	He	had	it	made;	you	get	that,	right?	He	won	The	

Voice,88	he	hit	the	Powerball89,	he	got	the	contract;	whatever	context	you	need	to	put	this	in,	it	is	exponentially	bigger.	
His	daddy	is	the	king	and	he	leaves	that	in	this	foreshadowing	picture	of	Christ	leaving	the	throne	of	Heaven,	humbling	
himself,	and	coming	into	the	world	to	a	people	who	would	reject	Him;	a	people	who	would	absolutely	want	nothing	to	
do	with	Him	and	who,	in	fact,	would	ultimately	kill	Him.	

The	third	thing	is	this.	About	age	eighty,	God	appears	to	Moses	in	Midian,	in	verses	30-31.	
	

“Now	when	forty	years	had	passed,	an	angel	appeared	to	him	in	the	wilderness	of	Mount	Sinai,	in	
a	flame	of	fire	in	a	bush.	31	When	Moses	saw	it,	he	was	amazed	at	the	sight,	and	as	he	drew	near	to	look,	
there	came	the	voice	of	the	Lord:”	
	

																																																													
88	The	Voice	is	an	American	reality	television	singing	competition	broadcast	on	NBC.	
89	Powerball	is	an	American	lottery	game.	
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So,	God	appears	to	him	when	he	is	eighty	years	old.	You’re	not	talking	about	a	guy	who	is	twenty-five	and	his	
whole	life	is	in	front	of	him.	If	you	are	at	a	point	in	your	life	where	you	are	going,	“What	am	I	doing?	I’m	spinning	
wheels,”	I	guarantee	you	that	at	age	fifty	Moses	wasn’t	thinking,	“My	best	days	are	ahead	of	me.	It’s	going	to	get	good	
now.”	He	left	a	palace	to	be	a	shepherd.	He	was	living	among	sheep,	and	he	was	nomadic,	living	in	the	wilderness.	They	
say	that’s	a	harsh	life	to	live.	The	life	of	a	shepherd	is	very	difficult.	Do	you	think	when	he	was	sixty,	maybe	he	thought,	
“Okay,	I	have	twenty	years	of	this	under	my	belt.	I’m	thinking	about	a	career	change.	I’ve	done	the	king/prince	thing	and	
that	wasn’t	all	it	was	cracked	up	to	be,	so	I	tried	kind	of	the	other	extreme,	shepherding.	Maybe	I’ll	do	something	in	
between.	Maybe	I’ll	be	a	florist	or	an	airline	pilot.”	Do	you	think	he	was	sitting	there	thinking,	“The	best	is	ahead	for	
me?”	Do	you	think	that	when	he	was	seventy-nine-and-a-half	years	old	that	Moses	was	out	there	with	the	sheep,	in	his	
fortieth	year	of	taking	care	of	sheep….	

I	don’t	want	to	over-parallel	or	over-analogize	this,	but	those	sheep	were	not	thankful	or	grateful.	Do	you	guys	
know	what	anthropomorphism	is?	It’s	when	you	attribute	human	characteristics	to	your	animals.	Your	animals	do	not	
appreciate	you—I	hate	to	bust	your	bubble.	They	want	to	eat	and	reproduce,	unless	you	get	them	fixed,	and	then	they	
just	want	to	eat	and	sleep.	Moses	is	among	sheep	who	don’t	care	that	he’s	taking	care	of	them.	Who	does	that	sound	
like?	The	Israelites.	In	year	eighty,	Moses	is	not	like,	“I	love	my	job.	I	think	I’ll	just	stick	with	this,	but	I	feel	so	called	to	
something	greater.”	It’s	not	like	that.	Moses	is	just	doing	what’s	in	front	of	him	and	being	faithful.	

If	we	would	just	be	faithful	to	the	Lord	and	if	we	would	just	be	faithful	to	God.	God	is	going	to	do	great	things	in	
your	life,	but	this	is	not	like	prosperity	teaching.	This	is	not	like	the	prosperity	gospel	where	God	is	going	to	give	you	this,	
and	this,	and	this	if	you	just	think	positively.	It’s	being	faithful	to	the	Lord.	He	is	going	to	do	great	things	through	His	
Church.		

So,	Moses,	in	his	eightieth	year	has	this	encounter	at	the	burning	bush	where	he	meets	God	in	a	way	that	no	
human	had	ever	met	Him.	We	are	halfway	into	human	history	and	God	reveals	himself	to	somebody	in	a	way	that	He	
had	never	revealed	himself	to	anyone	else.	That’s	a	pretty	big	deal.	Is	it	worth	enduring	forty	years	of	taking	care	of	
sheep?	Yeah,	I	think	so.	Remember,	God	tells	Moses,	“The	ground	you	are	standing	on	is	holy.”	

Now	keep	in	context	in	our	text	that	Stephen	is	talking	to	religious	leaders	in	Jerusalem	who	thought	that	the	
city	was	holy	and	the	Temple	Mount	was	holy.	He	is	saying,	“You	guys,	remember,	out	there	in	Midian	God	told	Moses	
that	ground	was	holy.	Do	you	know	why	that	ground	was	holy?	Because	God	was	there.	He	dwelt	there.”	Do	you	know	
what	1	Corinthians	3:16	says?	“You	are	the	temple	of	the	Lord.”	The	holiness	of	God	rests	on	the	sainthood	of	the	
believer.	As	God’s	son	or	daughter	you	are	holy	because	you	have	been	set	apart	by	God	unto	holiness.	

When	you	show	up	to	church	on	Sunday	this	is	not	the	“sanctuary.”	When	you	come	into	the	doors	this	is	not	a	
sacred	place.	You	are	a	sacred	place!	Because	God	has	put	His	Spirit	in	you.	As	much	as	I	love	my	kids—and	I	love	them—
I	can’t	put	my	spirit	in	them.	God	has	done	the	unfathomable	and	He	calls	us	holy.	We	are	His	temple	and	His	
tabernacle.	

God	says	to	Moses,	“Take	your	shoes	off.	This	place	is	holy,”	and	Stephen	is	saying	to	these	religious	leaders,	
“Who	do	you	guys	think	you	are?	God	departed	this	Temple	four	hundred	years	ago!”	The	holiness	of	God	rests	on	His	
people	and	Moses	is	teaching	us	that	hundreds	of	years	before	Jesus	comes	into	the	world.	The	holiness	of	God	is	that	
God	dwells	with	man.	He	takes	up	residence	with	His	people.	If	you	are	a	Christian	you	have	been	set	apart	unto	holiness	
and	it’s	not	because	you	did	enough	good	stuff.	

Listen,	I	love	the	fact	that	we	can	reference	this	and	it’s	Reformation	Sunday.	Chains	of	man’s	rules	and	laws	
were	broken,	finally.	And	we	are	given	this	rite	of	passage	into	the	throne	room	of	God	because	of	the	blood	of	Jesus.	At	
the	burning	bush	we	start	to	peer	into	this	great	mystery	of	God	revealing	himself	to	man.	

Number	four.	Moses	was	rejected	by	the	Jewish	people	after	the	Exodus.	That’s	how	the	story	wraps	up.	I’m	
going	to	jump	ahead	and	we	may	come	back	to	that	and	we	may	not.	You	guys	know	that	even	after	Moses	gets	them	
out	of	Egypt	that	they	continue	to	reject	him,	right?	You	guys	know	the	story	of	how	they	continue	to	reject	him.	

But,	I	want	to	look	at	three	passages	in	the	life	of	Moses	where	we	see	the	Gospel	literally	exploding	in	
foreshadowing	and	shining	down	the	corridors	of	time	at	the	cross	of	Christ	and	the	resurrection.	Rob	pointed	out	last	
week	that	we	have	the	gift	of	hindsight,	but	if	we	read	this	from	the	perspective	of	Moses	we	are	looking	down	the	
corridors	of	time	and	it	is	pointing	us	to	Jesus.	

The	first	one	is	in	chapter	3	at	the	burning	bush	experience.	Let	me	read	at	least	that	part	of	it,	okay?	Genesis	3.	
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“Now	Moses	was	keeping	the	flock	of	his	father-in-law,	Jethro,	the	priest	of	Midian,	and	he	led	his	
flock	to	the	west	side	of	the	wilderness	and	came	to	Horeb,	the	mountain	of	God.	2	And	the	angel	of	
Yahweh	appeared	to	him	in	a	flame	of	fire	out	of	the	midst	of	a	bush.	He	looked,	and	behold,	the	bush	was	
burning,	yet	it	was	not	consumed.	3	And	Moses	said,	“I	will	turn	aside	to	see	this	great	sight,	why	the	bush	
is	not	burned.”	4	When	Yahweh	saw	that	he	turned	aside	to	see,	God	called	to	him	out	of	the	bush,	
“Moses,	Moses!”	And	he	said,	“Here	I	am.”	5	Then	he	said,	“Do	not	come	near;	take	your	sandals	off	your	
feet,	for	the	place	on	which	you	are	standing	is	holy	ground.”	6	And	he	said,	“I	am	the	God	of	your	father,	
the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob.”	And	Moses	hid	his	face,	for	he	was	afraid	to	
look	at	God.	

7	Then	Yahweh	said,	“I	have	surely	seen	the	affliction	of	my	people	who	are	in	Egypt	and	have	
heard	their	cry	because	of	their	taskmasters.	I	know	their	sufferings,	8	and	I	have	come	down	to	deliver	
them	out	of	the	hand	of	the	Egyptians	and	to	bring	them	up	out	of	that	land	to	a	good	and	broad	land,	a	
land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey,	to	the	place	of	the	Canaanites,	the	Hittites,	the	Amorites,	the	Perizzites,	
the	Hivites,	and	the	Jebusites.	9	And	now,	behold,	the	cry	of	the	people	of	Israel	has	come	to	me,	and	I	have	
also	seen	the	oppression	with	which	the	Egyptians	oppress	them.	10	Come,	I	will	send	you	to	Pharaoh	that	
you	may	bring	my	people,	the	children	of	Israel,	out	of	Egypt.”	11	But	Moses	said	to	God,	“Who	am	I	that	I	
should	go	to	Pharaoh	and	bring	the	children	of	Israel	out	of	Egypt?”	12	He	said,	“But	I	will	be	with	you,	and	
this	shall	be	the	sign	for	you,	that	I	have	sent	you:	when	you	have	brought	the	people	out	of	Egypt,	you	
shall	serve	God	on	this	mountain.”	

13	Then	Moses	said	to	God,	“If	I	come	to	the	people	of	Israel	and	say	to	them,	‘The	God	of	your	
fathers	has	sent	me	to	you,’	and	they	ask	me,	‘What	is	his	name?’	what	shall	I	say	to	them?”	14	God	said	to	
Moses,	“I	am	who	I	am.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	Israel,	‘I	am	has	sent	me	to	you.’”	15	God	
also	said	to	Moses,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	Israel,	‘Yahweh,	the	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	
Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob,	has	sent	me	to	you.’	This	is	my	name	forever,	and	thus	I	
am	to	be	remembered	throughout	all	generations.	16	Go	and	gather	the	elders	of	Israel	together	and	say	
to	them,	‘Yahweh,	the	God	of	your	fathers,	the	God	of	Abraham,	of	Isaac,	and	of	Jacob,	has	appeared	to	
me,	saying,	“I	have	observed	you	and	what	has	been	done	to	you	in	Egypt,	17	and	I	promise	that	I	will	bring	
you	up	out	of	the	affliction	of	Egypt	to	the	land	of	the	Canaanites,	the	Hittites,	the	Amorites,	the	Perizzites,	
the	Hivites,	and	the	Jebusites,	a	land	flowing	with	milk	and	honey.”’	18	And	they	will	listen	to	your	voice,	
and	you	and	the	elders	of	Israel	shall	go	to	the	king	of	Egypt	and	say	to	him,	‘Yahweh,	the	God	of	the	
Hebrews,	has	met	with	us;	and	now,	please	let	us	go	a	three	days'	journey	into	the	wilderness,	that	we	
may	sacrifice	to	Yahweh	our	God.’	19	But	I	know	that	the	king	of	Egypt	will	not	let	you	go	unless	compelled	
by	a	mighty	hand.	20	So	I	will	stretch	out	my	hand	and	strike	Egypt	with	all	the	wonders	that	I	will	do	in	it;	
after	that	he	will	let	you	go.	21	And	I	will	give	this	people	favor	in	the	sight	of	the	Egyptians;	and	when	you	
go,	you	shall	not	go	empty,	22	but	each	woman	shall	ask	of	her	neighbor,	and	any	woman	who	lives	in	her	
house,	for	silver	and	gold	jewelry,	and	for	clothing.	You	shall	put	them	on	your	sons	and	on	your	
daughters.	So	you	shall	plunder	the	Egyptians.”	

	
So,	God	came	into	this	burning	bush	experience	with	Moses,	and	He	speaks	to	Moses,	and	He	reveals	some	

things	to	Moses	that	are	going	to	be	very	important	for	Moses	to	know	if	he’s	going	to	be	this	sort	of	messianic	figure,	
this	deliverer,	and	redeemer.		

First,	God	reveals	His	name	as	Yahweh,	but	then	He	connects	that	when	He	says,	“I	am	that	I	am.”	One	thing	
that	we	know	in	Judeo-Christianity	is	that	we	believe	in	one	God.	He	exists	in	a	Trinitarian	existence	but	He	is	one	God.	
You	are	going	to	find	that	there	are	very	few	belief	systems,	worldview,	or	pagan	religions	that	hold	to	a	monotheistic	
belief	in	any	god.	There	are	some,	and	probably	predominately	the	nation	of	Islam.	But,	we	hold	to	the	belief	that	there	
is	one	God.	So,	God	is	revealing	that	in	that	one	God	we	have	a	Triune	existence.	He	is	Trinitarian	but	we	worship	one	
God.	He	is	Triune	in	nature	but	He	is	one.	

Also,	in	verse	12,	He	is	revealing	that	He	is	ever	present	and	He	won’t	leave	us.	Jesus	said,	“I	will	never	leave	you	
or	forsake	you.”	Does	that	give	you	hope	as	a	Christian?	It	gives	me	hope.	Jesus	won’t	leave	us.	My	dad	left.	Some	of	us	
need	to	let	that	settle	in.	Let	it	sink	in.	You	will	never,	as	a	Christ-follower,	ever,	for	a	single	moment,	a	single	breath,	or	
a	single	fraction	of	a	second	in	your	life,	be	alone.	Christ	won’t	leave	you.	You	don’t	have	to	worry	about	drifting	from	
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God.	Even	in	your	sin	and	rebellion	He	is	there.	David	said,	“If	I	descend	into	the	depths	of	Hell,	God	is	with	me.	He	is	
there.”90	

God	says	to	Moses,	I’ll	be	with	you.	By	the	way,	God	is	revealing	concepts	and	doctrine	that	is	foreign	to	them.	
They	feel	abandoned.	If	you’ve	been	a	slave	for	four	hundred	years	you	aren’t	feeling	like	God	is	with	you	always.	He	is	
revealing	certain	characteristics	of	His	love	for	them.	He’s	revealing	His	complete	power	and	sovereignty	over	them,	and	
over	Egypt,	and	over	the	Pharaoh,	and	over	the	kings	of	the	world.	

We	learn	in	this	passage	of	the	revelation	of	God	of	His	inexhaustibility.	He	says	this	name,	“I	Am,”	in	a	sort	of	
eternal	sequence	and	existence.	He	says,	“I’m	the	same	right	now	as	I	will	be	throughout	all	generations.”	Again,	Jesus	
says,	“I’m	the	same	yesterday,	today,	and	forever.”91	

Look	at	verses	14-15.	God	is	a	God	of	revelation.	In	Exodus	3:14-15,	God	says,	
	

“God	said	to	Moses,	“I	am	who	I	am.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	Israel,	‘I	am	has	sent	
me	to	you.’”	15	God	also	said	to	Moses,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	Israel,	‘The	Lord,	the	God	of	your	
fathers..’”	
	
God	is	revealing	who	He	is.	He	is	a	God	of	revelation.	He’s	not	a	God	who	holds	back	from	us	but	He	is	a	God	

who	reveals	to	us.	
He’s	changeless	and	caring	in	verse	16.	
	

“Go	and	gather	the	elders	of	Israel	together	and	say	to	them,	‘The	Lord,	the	God	of	your	fathers,	
the	God	of	Abraham,	of	Isaac,	and	of	Jacob,	has	appeared	to	me,	saying,	“I	have	observed	you	and	what	
has	been	done	to	you	in	Egypt.”	
	
He	actually	cares	about	them.	He	cares	about	you.	He	cares	about	me.	
He	is	a	promise-keeping	God	in	verse	17.	
In	verses	18-19,	He	is	a	God	of	foreknowledge	and	patience.	As	a	parent,	this	one	blows	your	mind.	He	knows	

what	they	are	going	to	do	before	they	do	it	and	yet	He	is	patient,	and	loving,	and	caring.	
He’s	a	God	of	power	and	sufficient	resources.	
He’s	a	God	of	victory	and	transformation	in	verse	21-22.	Transformation;	listen	to	those	two	verses.	
	

“And	I	will	give	this	people	favor	in	the	sight	of	the	Egyptians;	and	when	you	go,	you	shall	not	go	
empty.”	
	
He’s	going	to	move	them	from	being	slaves	to	being	wealthy.	You	have	the	Egyptians	and	the	Israelites	and	God	

is	going	to	completely	reverse	their	fortunes.	They	are	going	to	leave	Egypt	with	all	the	money,	gold,	and	silver	of	Egypt.	
They	are	going	to	be	loaded	when	they	go	out	of	there.	

This	is	deep	and	great	revelation	that	God	has	given	to	Moses	that	he	will	then	give	to	the	people,	but	listen.	
This	revelation	is	only	the	start	because	what	God	is	revealing	to	Moses	is	“in	part.”	But,	what	God	reveals	in	Christ	is	“in	
full.”	Colossians	1:19	says,	

	
“For	in	him	all	the	fullness	of	God	was	pleased	to	dwell.”	

	
So,	God	comes	to	Moses	in	the	bush	and	says,	“This	is	my	name.	I’m	eternal.	I’m	sovereign.	I’m	going	to	rescue	

you.	I’ll	never	leave	you.	You’re	not	alone.	I’ll	go	with	you.	I’ll	hold	back	the	Egyptians.	I’ll	reverse	your	fortune.	I’ll	
transform	you.	I’ll	make	you	my	son.”	But,	in	Christ,	what	He	says	is,	here	is	all	the	fullness	of	God	dwelling	in	the	person	
and	the	work	of	Jesus	Christ.		

Moses	saw	the	glory	of	God	and	was	changed	by	it	and	people	were	in	awe	of	it,	but	I	want	to	close	with	this	
passage.	Let’s	close	with	this	passage	from	2	Corinthians	3:7-18,	

																																																													
90	Psalm	139:8	
91	Hebrews	13:8	
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“Now	if	the	ministry	of	death,	carved	in	letters	on	stone,	came	with	such	glory	that	the	Israelites	

could	not	gaze	at	Moses'	face	because	of	its	glory,	which	was	being	brought	to	an	end,	8	will	not	the	
ministry	of	the	Spirit	have	even	more	glory?	9	For	if	there	was	glory	in	the	ministry	of	condemnation,	the	
ministry	of	righteousness	must	far	exceed	it	in	glory.	10	Indeed,	in	this	case,	what	once	had	glory	has	come	
to	have	no	glory	at	all,	because	of	the	glory	that	surpasses	it.	11	For	if	what	was	being	brought	to	an	end	
came	with	glory,	much	more	will	what	is	permanent	have	glory.	

12	Since	we	have	such	a	hope,	we	are	very	bold,	13	not	like	Moses,	who	would	put	a	veil	over	his	
face	so	that	the	Israelites	might	not	gaze	at	the	outcome	of	what	was	being	brought	to	an	end.	14	But	their	
minds	were	hardened.	For	to	this	day,	when	they	read	the	old	covenant,	that	same	veil	remains	unlifted,	
because	only	through	Christ	is	it	taken	away.	15	Yes,	to	this	day	whenever	Moses	is	read	a	veil	lies	over	
their	hearts.	16	But	when	one	turns	to	the	Lord,	the	veil	is	removed.	17	Now	the	Lord	is	the	Spirit,	and	where	
the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is,	there	is	freedom.	18	And	we	all,	with	unveiled	face,	beholding	the	glory	of	the	Lord,	
are	being	transformed	into	the	same	image	from	one	degree	of	glory	to	another.	For	this	comes	from	the	
Lord	who	is	the	Spirit.”	
	
Moses	is	this	revelation-bearer.	He	plays	the	role	of	prophet,	priest,	and	king	and	he	reveals	God’s	word	to	the	

Israelites.	So	much	of	that	Exodus	3	passage	displays	the	person,	and	work,	and	revelation	of	who	God	is.	Then,	in	Christ	
we	see	the	fullness	of	God,	but	what	happens	is	that	in	our	own	salvation	we	literally	become	the	dwelling	place	of	God.	
We	become	the	temple	of	God.	

Here	is	what	Stephen	Um92	says,	
	
“Unlike	the	ministry	of	Moses,	which	was	limited,	impermanent,	veiled,	and	lacking	transformative	
power,	Paul’s	new	covenant	ministry	is	characterized	by	an	all-surpassing,	permanent,	unveiled,	
transformative	glory	that	is	mediated	by	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	(2	Cor.	3:10–11,	16–18).	Moses	had	a	
remarkable	encounter	with	the	presence	of	God	(Ex.	34:29–35),	but	the	new	covenant	believer’s	access	is	
even	more	astoundingly	complete.	While	Israel	could	not	even	look	at	Moses’	face	without	the	aid	of	a	
veil	(Ex.	34:33),	Christians	can	now	behold	the	glory	of	the	Lord	with	an	unveiled	face.	This	experience	is	
ours	“through	Christ”	(2	Cor.	3:14).	He	himself	is	the	answer	to	the	question,	how	can	we	behold	the	
glory	of	God?	Jesus,	the	new	temple,	has	given	us	full	access	to	the	presence	of	God	“through	his	flesh”	
(Heb.	10:20),	literally	tearing	the	temple	curtain	that	formerly	acted	as	a	barrier	between	a	holy	God	and	
a	sinful	people	(Matt.	27:51;	Ex.	26:31–33).93	
	
The	implications	of	this	for	us,	as	believers,	are	threefold.	We	are	going	to	land	it	right	here	and	be	done.	
The	first	thing	2	Corinthians	3	tells	us	is	that	we	have	unlimited	access	to	the	very	presence	of	God.	We	have	

unlimited	access	to	the	very	presence	of	God.	Moses,	as	a	priest,	would	go	onto	the	mountain	and	meet	with	God,	or	he	
would	go	out	into	the	wilderness	and	meet	with	God.	The	people	would	hang	back,	remember	that?	Moses	would	go	
meet	with	God	and,	in	his	priestly	role,	he	would	come	and	stand	before	the	people	and	say,	“Thus	saith	the	Lord.”	
Remember	that?	Then,	later,	through	the	Law	of	God	given	on	Sinai,	He	established	a	tabernacle	system.	He	said,	“This	is	
how	you	are	to	worship	and	these	are	the	steps	you	must	go	through,”	and	people	were	left	to	work	through	a	
mediator.	They	had	to	work	through	an	advocate.	At	one	point,	God	said,	“I’m	going	to	destroy	them	all,”94	but	Moses	
advocated	for	the	people.	But,	we	don’t	need	Moses	to	advocate	for	us	and	we	don’t	need	a	priest	anymore,	because	
the	veil	is	ripped95	and	we	are	now	beholding	the	glory	of	God.	Christ	has	given	us	priesthood.	As	believers,	we	literally	
have	unlimited	access	to	the	very	presence	of	God.	

The	second	implication	is	that	we	are	given	guilt-free,	unashamed	boldness	to	enter	into	the	presence	of	God.	2	
Corinthians	3:12,	
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“Since	we	have	such	a	hope,	we	are	very	bold.”	

	
Hebrews	4	says	that	we	can	approach	the	throne	of	God	with	confidence	and	receive	grace	and	mercy.		
You	know	what	most	people	struggle	with,	in	the	Church	and	out	of	the	Church?	Little	showed	me	a	video	

recently	of	this	gal	who	is	a	secular	researcher/psychologist/sociologist	type	of	person.	Zach	and	I	watched	a	couple	of	
the	videos	while	we	were	on	a	recent	trip.	This	woman	has	done	seven	years	of	research	and	she	has	come	up	with	
three	things	that	everyone	has	to	deal	with:	1)	shame,	2)	guilt,	and	3)	the	desire	for	acceptance.	Everybody	deals	with	
shame,	guilt,	and	the	desire	for	acceptance.	“I	feel	guilty	over	what	I’ve	done…I	feel	shame	for	what	I’ve	done…I	just	
want	somebody	to	love	me.”	That’s	every	one	of	us.	That’s	every	human	that’s	ever	lived.	You	want	to	be	appreciated,	
and	loved,	and	you	want	to	feel	valued,	and	like	you	belong.	But,	we	want	to	hide	those	things	that	bring	shame	and	
guilt	into	our	lives.	We	don’t	want	anybody	to	know.	

Moses’	story	is	so	fantastic	in	what	he	came	through	and	what	he	came	out	of.	But,	what	we	have,	in	the	filling	
of	our	lives	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	is	that	shame	and	guilt	are	removed.	We	can	be	bold.	The	writer	of	Proverbs	says	that	the	
righteous	are	as	bold	as	a	lion96.	Boldness	of	the	believer	comes	through	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	our	lives.	We	
observe	and	behold	the	glory	of	God	with	no	veil.		

The	third	implication	is	that	through	this	boldness	and	access	to	God	we	are	literally	being	transformed.	2	
Corinthians	3:18,	

	
“And	we	all,	with	unveiled	face,	beholding	the	glory	of	the	Lord,	are	being	transformed	into	the	

same	image	from	one	degree	of	glory	to	another.	For	this	comes	from	the	Lord	who	is	the	Spirit.”	
	
As	amazing	as	the	ministry	of	Moses	was,	and	as	revealing	as	it	was	of	the	person,	and	work,	and	nature	of	

Yahweh,	it	was	limited,	impermanent,	veiled,	and	it	lacked	transformative	power.	But,	in	Christ,	we	have	all	the	fullness	
of	God	revealed	to	us,	and	by	His	Spirit	we	literally	become	the	dwelling	place	of	the	Most	High	God.	Nobody	is	going	to	
go	talk	to	God	in	a	bush,	and	nobody	is	going	to	come	stand	in	front	of	you	and	say,	“God	told	me	this	to	tell	to	you	
because	you	don’t	have	the	same	access	that	I	have.”	Peter	tells	us	that	we	are	literally	“a	royal	priesthood.97”	We	are	a	
nation	of	priests.	We	have	advocacy	through	Jesus,	not	through	Moses.	We	have	mediation	through	Jesus,	not	through	
Moses.	We	have	a	great	High	Priest	who	has	passed	through	the	heavens,	Jesus	the	Son	of	God,	so	we	hold	fast	to	the	
faith	we	profess98.	That’s	the	God	we	serve,	Amen?	

We	are	thankful	for	the	priesthood	of	the	believer.	I’m	real	thankful	for	that	because	I	pray	a	lot	in	weird	
situations,	circumstances,	and	places,	on	the	fly.	We	converse	with	the	Lord	and	have	conversation	with	God.	I’m	
grateful	for	that.	

So,	all	of	Moses’	life	and	ministry	points	us	to	the	person	and	work	of	Jesus	and	to	what	would	ultimately	be	
fulfilled	in	Christ.	

I’ll	pray	and	we	will	go	into	a	time	of	reflection.	I’d	like	to	encourage	you	and	invite	you	tonight,	if	you	are	here	
and	would	like	prayer,	or	if	you	would	like	to	talk	to	someone	about	having	a	relationship	with	Jesus;	if	you	are	not	a	
believer	and	you	are	kind	of	in	that	category	where	you	are	saying,	“I	understand	the	guilt	and	I	get	the	shame.	I	don’t	
feel	like	I	belong,”	what	you	need	is	Jesus	because	He	gives	us	an	identity.	He	makes	us	sons	and	daughters.	We’d	love	
to	talk	to	you	about	that.	There	will	be	several	men	and	women	who	will	be	standing	down	front	who	would	love	to	talk	
to	you.	If	you	have	questions	about	that	we	would	love	to	talk	to	you.		

We	are	going	to	sing	a	couple	of	songs	to	close	our	time	together.	If	you	are	a	believer,	I	encourage	you	in	these	
first	few	moments	of	reflection	to	just	reflect	on	the	text	and	let	the	Spirit	of	God	take	the	Word	of	God	and	sort	of	
penetrate	your	heart	and	your	mind	and	drive	that	deeply	into	who	you	are.	Let	the	Word	of	God	shape	you.	Then,	we	
will	close	with	a	time	of	worship	together.		

God, I pray that as we wrap up our time here tonight in your Word, and we turn to you and worship 
through song, that you would help us to understand that the great story of Moses leading the people out of 
Egypt and the slavery and bondage that they were under, that we can see in that the greater picture of Christ 
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delivering us from the bondage and slavery of decay and sin. Your word is so clear that, as Moses was 
rejected by his people, so you were rejected by your people, but you have established a nation, and a 
citizenship, and a priesthood that is greater than any earthly kingdom. God, I pray for people who are here 
tonight who don’t have a relationship with you that you would save them, move in them, and speak to their 
hearts and their minds, and bring conviction and a real understanding of the great power of the Gospel. I 
pray that, as we return praise to you through song, that you would receive it as a fragrant offering. We love 
you and I pray tonight that you would give us a cleaner, clearer focus and vision of the great reality of who 
Christ is; the ultimate revelation who came into the world two thousand years ago. As awesome as it is to 
imagine that burning bush scene, which is overwhelming in reality, it was just a shadow of what would 
happen when you came to this Earth, humbled yourself, and became obedient to the death on the cross, and 
conquered sin, and death, and Hell, and the grave, and were raised so that we might walk in newness of life. 
To the glory of the Father we confess you as Lord, as your sons and daughters. We love you, and we praise 
you, and we thank you for your Word. In Jesus’ name. 

	
If	you	are	visiting	with	us,	we	want	to	welcome	you.	If	you’ve	been	here	twice,	you	aren’t	visiting,	but	we	also	

want	to	welcome	you	and	ask	you	to	hang	around.	We	don’t	do	an	awkward	thing	where	we	make	you	sit	down	and	the	
rest	of	us	stay	standing	up	and	we	have	somebody	play	music	while	we	all	come	shake	your	hand.	I’ve	been	the	visitor	
guy	who	had	to	do	that	and	it’s	really	awkward	and	embarrassing.	But,	we	would	like	for	you	to	not	get	in	a	hurry	to	get	
out	the	door.	We	are	a	younger	congregation	and	there	are	a	lot	of	people	who	haven’t	been	here	long.	We	are	just	
getting	to	know	each	other	so	just	hang	out	and	don’t	get	in	a	hurry.	There’s	probably	no	coffee	left	but	hang	out	
anyway.	

A	couple	of	things.	Julie	and	Jaden	are	home	from	the	hospital.	That’s	good.	Also,	keep	praying	for	the	team	
that’s	in	South	Sudan.	We	watched	Coral’s	video,	so	pray	for	her.	Also,	make	sure	you	are	familiar	with	who	all	our	
missionaries	are.	We	have	a	bunch	of	people	out	of	this	body	who	are	connected	to	other	parts	of	the	world.	Be	faithful	
to	pray	for	them.	They	rely	heavily	on	that.	It’s	crazy	because	you	can	pick	up	your	phone	and	text	them,	or	email	them,	
or	contact	them	through	social	media.	It’s	a	huge	encouragement	to	them	because	they	are	alone	and	isolated.	Several	
people	who	are	here	now	are	former	field	missionaries	and	they	will	tell	you	that	it	is	tough	and	they	really	crave	that	
contact	from	home.	

I	love	you	guys.	Thanks	for	being	here.	Tonight	I’ll	read	a	doxology	from	Jude.	We	sang	this	earlier99.	So,	we	sang	
the	doxology	at	the	beginning	and	now	we	will	appropriately	close	our	service	with	the	doxology,	bookending	it.	That’s	
pretty	cool.		

	
Jude	1:24,	

	 “Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	keep	you	from	stumbling	and	to	present	you	blameless	before	
the	presence	of	his	glory	with	great	joy,	25	to	the	only	God,	our	Savior,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	be	
glory,	majesty,	dominion,	and	authority,	before	all	time	and	now	and	forever.	Amen.
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November	8,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Judges	13-16;	Samson	
Rob	Conti	
	

If	you	are	visiting	with	us,	we	generally	work	through	books	of	the	Bible.	We	have	just	come	out	of	a	study	of	
Ephesians	and	prior	to	that	we	were	in	the	book	of	Joshua.	But,	right	now,	we	are	going	through	a	series	of	stories	from	
the	Old	Testament	and	showing	how	they	point	to	Christ.	Our	tagline	is	“Every	Story	Whispers	His	Name.”	A	lot	of	us	use	
The	Jesus	Storybook	Bible100	with	our	kids	to	do	Bible	studies	and	devotions	with	them,	and	their	theme	is	“every	story	
whispers	His	name.”	

We	started	in	Genesis	and	we	are	going	through	to	Jesus,	where	it	is	no	longer	foreshadowing,	and	pictures,	and	
types,	and	it	is	no	longer	a	whisper,	like	in	tonight’s	sermon	from	the	book	of	Judges.	It	was	a	dark	period	in	Israel’s	
history	and	in	the	history	of	the	world,	and	sometimes	when	you	are	reading	through	the	book	of	Judges	it	seems	like	
you	have	to	strain	your	ears	to	hear	how	it	is	telling	us	about	Jesus	and	pointing	us	to	Jesus.	So,	we	are	moving	toward	
when	Jesus	came	and	all	of	this	study	is	going	to	build,	and	build,	and	build	until	we	celebrate,	at	Christmas,	the	reality	
that	Jesus	has	come,	in	the	flesh.	Our	Savior,	our	great	Deliverer,	did	come	and	now	we	are	on	this	side	of	salvation,	
looking	back	through	these	stories	and	celebrating	what	we	can	learn	about	Jesus.	

So,	if	you	have	your	Bibles,	go	ahead	and	open	up	to	Judges	2.	If	you	are	familiar	with	Israel’s	history	you	know	
that	God	called	Abraham	out	of	a	pagan	group	of	people	and	He	began	making	promises	to	him.	God	built	a	covenant	
with	Abraham	and	we	looked	at	that	a	few	weeks	ago.	We	saw	how	nations	would	come	through	Abraham	and	they	
would	ultimately	have	this	land,	and	there	would	be	kings,	and	we	saw	God’s	faithfulness	to	them.	Then,	we	saw	how	
the	children	of	Israel	grew;	his	offspring	multiplied	in	slavery	and	then	God	sent	Moses	to	redeem	them	out	of	that.	God	
brought	them	out	of	Egypt	and	He	gave	them,	as	a	nation,	His	Law	and	made	a	new	covenant	with	them	through	it.	
Then,	if	you	were	with	us	not	that	long	ago,	we	went	through	the	book	of	Joshua	and	saw	how	Joshua	fulfilled	that	
promise	and	brought	the	children	of	Israel	into	the	land	that	God	had	promised	so	long	ago	to	Abraham.		

So,	where	we	pick	up	now	is	where	Joshua	has	brought	them	into	the	land	that	God	promised	to	them.	God	told	
them,	“Drive	out	your	enemies.	Drive	them	all	out.	Drive	out	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	lest	the	people	and	their	
gods	become	a	snare	and	a	trap	to	you.”101	So,	the	book	of	Joshua	closes	in	a	victorious,	triumphal	mode,	where	the	
people	are	saying,	“We	will	worship	Yahweh.”	Joshua	tells	them,	“Choose	this	day	whom	you	will	serve,”	and	they	say,	
“We	will	serve	Yahweh.	We	are	going	to	worship	and	serve	God.”	Then,	Joshua	warns	them	and	says,	“You	can’t.	He	is	a	
jealous	God.	You	have	to	submit	to	Him,	love	Him,	lay	your	lives	down	for	Him,”	but	they	reply,	“We	are	going	to	
worship	Him.”	Then,	the	book	of	Joshua	closes	and	the	book	of	Judges	opens.	

What’s	going	to	become	clear	throughout	the	book	of	Judges	is	that	during	this	time	there	is	no	king.	The	people	
didn’t	have	a	king.	There	was	no	king	in	the	land.	So,	let’s	pick	up	and	look	in	Judges	2:11,	where	it	gives	us	really	an	
overview	of	the	whole	book.	Judges	2:11,	

	
“11	And	the	people	of	Israel	did	what	was	evil	in	the	sight	of	Yahweh	and	served	the	Baals.	12	And	

they	abandoned	Yahweh,	the	God	of	their	fathers,	who	had	brought	them	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt.	They	
went	after	other	gods,	from	among	the	gods	of	the	peoples	who	were	around	them,	and	bowed	down	to	
them.	And	they	provoked	Yahweh	to	anger.	13	They	abandoned	Yahweh	and	served	the	Baals	and	the	
Ashtaroth.	14	So	the	anger	of	Yahweh	was	kindled	against	Israel,	and	he	gave	them	over	to	plunderers,	
who	plundered	them.	And	he	sold	them	into	the	hand	of	their	surrounding	enemies,	so	that	they	could	no	
longer	withstand	their	enemies.	15	Whenever	they	marched	out,	the	hand	of	Yahweh	was	against	them	for	
harm,	as	Yahweh	had	warned,	and	as	Yahweh	had	sworn	to	them.	And	they	were	in	terrible	distress.	

16	Then	Yahweh	raised	up	judges,	who	saved	them	out	of	the	hand	of	those	who	plundered	them.	
17	Yet	they	did	not	listen	to	their	judges,	for	they	whored	after	other	gods	and	bowed	down	to	them.	They	
soon	turned	aside	from	the	way	in	which	their	fathers	had	walked,	who	had	obeyed	the	commandments	of	
Yahweh,	and	they	did	not	do	so.	18	Whenever	Yahweh	raised	up	judges	for	them,	Yahweh	was	with	the	
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judge,	and	he	saved	them	from	the	hand	of	their	enemies	all	the	days	of	the	judge.	For	Yahweh	was	moved	
to	pity	by	their	groaning	because	of	those	who	afflicted	and	oppressed	them.	19	But	whenever	the	judge	
died,	they	turned	back	and	were	more	corrupt	than	their	fathers,	going	after	other	gods,	serving	them	and	
bowing	down	to	them.	They	did	not	drop	any	of	their	practices	or	their	stubborn	ways.	20	So	the	anger	of	
Yahweh	was	kindled	against	Israel,	and	he	said,	“Because	this	people	have	transgressed	my	covenant	that	
I	commanded	their	fathers	and	have	not	obeyed	my	voice,	21	I	will	no	longer	drive	out	before	them	any	of	
the	nations	that	Joshua	left	when	he	died,	22	in	order	to	test	Israel	by	them,	whether	they	will	take	care	to	
walk	in	the	way	of	Yahweh	as	their	fathers	did,	or	not.”	23	So	Yahweh	left	those	nations,	not	driving	them	
out	quickly,	and	he	did	not	give	them	into	the	hand	of	Joshua.”	
	
Pray	with	me.		
Lord Jesus, God, I pray that you would reveal yourself to us through this book. I pray, Lord Jesus, that 

we would see what you are trying to teach us, what you are teaching the Israelites, and what we can learn 
from these examples. I pray, Lord Jesus, that we would see you high and lifted up and exalted. God, I pray 
that you would work out anything that would bring distraction, whether it’s the sound system or my lisping, 
stammering tongue. God, I pray that you would straighten all these things out so that we would be able to 
hear clearly from your Word. We love you, Lord. Amen.	

	
This	begins	the	cycle	that	we	see	through	the	book	of	Judges,	over	and	over	again.	The	children	did	not	drive	out	

all	the	inhabitants.	They	got	into	the	land,	they	were	delivered	into	the	promised	land,	and	they	became	the	major	force	
in	Canaan,	and	they	got	comfortable.	What	seems	to	happen	is	that	they	looked	around	and	they	saw	the	gods	of	the	
people	around	them,	and	they	saw	how	the	people	around	them	had	a	god	for	everything,	and	they	began	to	adopt	and	
incorporate	some	of	the	pagan	practices	and	religion	into	their	own	Judaism.	They	never	outright	said,	“We	are	
abandoning	Yahweh,”	and	they	never	outright	said,	“We	don’t	believe	in	this	God,”	but	they	began	to	add	the	pagan	
gods	to	their	practice,	in	idolatry.	What	Scripture	refers	to	as	“whoring	after	other	gods”	is	God	painting	a	picture	that	
this	is	the	deepest	kind	of	betrayal.	Right?	To	make	it	in	such	a	way	so	that	we	can	understand	how	God	views	this	type	
of	betrayal,	God	says	that	it	is	like	the	Israelites	committing	adultery.	It’s	the	deepest	possible	human	betrayal	that	
somebody	can	commit	and	God	is	saying,	“This	is	what	you	are	doing	to	me	when	you	worship	these	other	gods.	When	
you	have	raised	up	these	idols	in	your	life	you’ve	committed	adultery	against	me.”	It	would	anger	the	Lord.	

God	then,	in	His	judgment,	and	as	we	always	see	with	God	throughout	the	Bible,	His	judgment	and	His	grace	
always	run	together.	In	both	judging	their	sin	and	in	being	gracious	and	merciful,	He	would	raise	up	an	oppressor.	He	
would	allow	one	of	the	neighboring	nations	to	rise	up	and	gain	power	over	the	Israelites	to	oppress	them	and	subdue	
them,	so	they	couldn’t	be	victorious	against	them.	How	is	that	gracious?	How	is	that	God’s	grace	running	with	His	
justice?	It’s	because	it	is	from	that	position	that	they	would	cry	out.	It’s	from	the	position	of	oppression	that	they	would	
cry	out.	What	is	sad	is	that	what	we	don’t	see	in	this	cycle	is	that	we	don’t	see	them	crying	out	in	repentance.	I	don’t	
believe	we	do.	I	think	we	see	them	crying	out	because	they	are	uncomfortable	and	they	are	crying	out	because	they	are	
oppressed.	We	don’t	see	remorse.	What	we	see	is	that	they	have	gone	to	these	other	gods	and	whether	it’s	worshipping	
a	god	by	sacrificing	to	an	idol	that	is	supposed	to	give	them	a	better	harvest,	or	whether	it	is	worshipping	a	god	that	is	
supposed	to	provide	offspring,	they	are	adopting	these	false	gods	into	their	lives.	Then,	when	things	go	wrong	they	fall	
back	on	their	God	of	deliverance.	When	they	are	oppressed,	they	fall	back	on	their	God	of,	“Get	me	out	of	Hell,”	and	
they	call	out	to	Yahweh.	And	God,	in	His	pity,	and	His	grace,	and	His	mercy	would	raise	up	a	deliverer—a	judge.	

I	keep	saying	‘deliverer’	because	in	the	book	of	Judges	that	term	“God	would	raise	up	a	judge,”	literally	means	
“one	who	would	rule	over.”	It’s	the	idea	of	somebody	who	would	give	direction,	and	give	counsel,	and	lead	a	people,	but	
what	we	see	throughout	the	book	of	Judges	is	that	Deborah	is	the	really	the	only	one	who	seems	to	function	as	a	judge.	
What	we	primarily	see	the	judges	do	is	deliver.	Most	of	them	will	lead	armies	to	gain	military	victory	and	drive	out	the	
oppressor,	so	they	very	much	become	deliverers	from	oppression	and	a	type	of	slavery.	

We	see	the	cycle	continue.	Four	times	throughout	the	book	we	see	the	statement,	“Everyone	did	what	was	right	
in	his	own	eyes.”102	They	did	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	Lord	and	the	book,	itself,	actually	closes	with	the	statement,	“In	
those	days,”	Isaiah	21:25,	“there	was	no	king	in	Israel.	Everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes.”	So,	this	cycle	of	the	
people	committing	apostasy,	of	abandoning	Yahweh,	and	abandoning	the	Lord	to	worship	false	gods,	and	then	God	then	

																																																													
102	Judges	17:6,	19:1,	21:25	
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raising	up	an	oppressor,	continues.	The	people	then,	from	oppression,	cry	out	for	relief	and	God	in	His	grace	and	His	
mercy	raises	up	a	deliverer	who	would	free	them.	The	pattern	is	that,	through	the	life	of	that	judge	they	would	worship	
the	Lord,	but	as	soon	as	that	judge	died	they	would	go	right	back	to	abandoning	the	Lord.	And,	it	wasn’t	that	it	would	
get	just	as	bad	as	it	was	before,	but	every	cycle	got	worse,	and	worse,	and	worse,	so	that	in	the	second	half	of	the	book	
of	Judges,	in	chapters	17	through	25,	it	is	one	of	the	darkest	places	you	can	read	in	Scripture.	It’s	dark.	It	is	hard	to	read.	

Some	of	you	like	watching	movies	that	are	sad.	I	don’t	understand	you.	If	I’m	going	to	set	aside	time	to	watch	a	
movie,	I	want	to	be	entertained	with	fun.	I	want	to	see	action	so	over	the	top	that	I’m	not	sitting	there	thinking,	“Oh,	
that’s	really	what	it’s	like	when	people	die.”	No,	I	don’t	want	to	think	that.	I	want	to	think	that	there	is	a	huge	green	
monster	that	is	slamming	a	guy	on	the	ground	and	that’s	just	fun.	I	want	to	see	light	sabers,	or	I	want	to	see	a	guy	with	a	
lasso	finding	ancient	artifacts	in	the	face	of	great	adversity.	Do	I	want	to,	at	times,	think	that	this	could	happen?	No,	
when	he’s	in	trouble	I	know	he’s	going	to	be	okay.	He’s	Harrison	Ford.	I	want	to	see	people	travel	back	in	time	to	make	
sure	their	parents	get	married.	I	don’t	want	to	watch	a	movie	to	be	sad	but	some	of	you	are	like	that;	you	would	love	the	
book	of	Judges.	It’s	dark.	It’s	dark.	

When	this	cycle	continues	and	there	is	nobody	to	lead	the	people	to	God,	and	people	are	left	to	their	own	
imaginations	to	do	what	is	right	in	their	own	eyes,	it	leads	to	sin	and	sin	is	never	satisfied	until	it	consumes	our	hearts	
and	our	minds.	There	is	such	a	danger	in	this,	for	the	believer,	to	fall	into	this	pattern.	How	many	Christians	live	their	
lives	in	this	pattern?	Maybe	it’s	a	little	harder	to	see	because	the	idols	of	our	culture	aren’t	little	statues	of	pudgy	gods.	
The	idols	of	our	culture	can	be	anything.	They	can	be	entertainment	or	they	can	be	your	children.	Anything	that	robs	
God	of	His	glory	in	your	life	is	an	idol	and	the	danger	is	that	we	would	be	sucked	into	worshipping	anything	other	than	
Yahweh—anything	other	than	Jesus.	But,	when	things	get	hard,	when	you	feel	the	distance,	cry	out	to	Jesus	for	relief.	
“Please	forgive	me,	Lord	Jesus.	Draw	me	near	to	you.	God,	please	forgive	me	for	how	far	I’ve	fallen.	Restore	my	
relationship	with	you.”	And	God	is	so	gracious	and	so	merciful.	If	we	are	not	careful,	though,	we	will	take	that	relief	as	an	
opportunity	for	the	flesh	and	we	will	start	the	cycle	over	again.	It’s	a	dangerous	place	to	live.	

We	have	to	move	fast	so	turn	over	to	chapter	13.	What	I	want	to	do	is	I	want	to	look	at	the	life	of	Samson.	We	
will	have	to	do	it	quickly	but	I	want	to	highlight	the	life	of	Samson	as	one	that’s	typical	of	the	time	period	of	the	judges.	
In	one	way,	I	picked	Samson	because	out	of	all	the	judges,	and	he’s	number	twelve	on	the	list,	most	people	consider	
Samson	to	be	the	final	judge.	I	think	you	can	make	an	argument	that	Samuel	is	a	judge	when	he	anoints	Saul	and	David,	
but	in	the	book	of	Judges	we	see	Samson	as	the	final	judge.	His	life	is	so	tragic.	God	raises	him	up	and	uses	him	but	it’s	a	
tragic	story	because	Samson	identifies	with	his	people	in	an	unhealthy	way.	Samson	becomes	like	a	mirror	of	what	is	
going	on	in	Israel	as	he,	himself,	becomes	guilty	of	the	same	thing	that	they	are	doing.	But	Samson’s	story	is	unique	in	all	
the	Bible	in	a	lot	of	ways.	

So,	let’s	start	here	in	Judges	13:1,	
	

“And	the	people	of	Israel	again	did	what	was	evil	in	the	sight	of	the	Lord,	so	the	Lord	gave	them	
into	the	hand	of	the	Philistines	for	forty	years.	2	There	was	a	certain	man	of	Zorah,	of	the	tribe	of	the	
Danites,	whose	name	was	Manoah.	And	his	wife	was	barren	and	had	no	children.	3	And	the	angel	of	the	
Lord	appeared	to	the	woman	and	said	to	her,	“Behold,	you	are	barren	and	have	not	borne	children,	but	
you	shall	conceive	and	bear	a	son.	4	Therefore	be	careful	and	drink	no	wine	or	strong	drink,	and	eat	
nothing	unclean,	5	for	behold,	you	shall	conceive	and	bear	a	son.	No	razor	shall	come	upon	his	head,	for	
the	child	shall	be	a	Nazirite	to	God	from	the	womb,	and	he	shall	begin	to	save	Israel	from	the	hand	of	the	
Philistines.”	6	Then	the	woman	came	and	told	her	husband.”	
	
So,	there	was	a	heavenly	announcement	to	this	barren	woman.	It	is	similar	to	what	we	looked	at	in	the	life	of	

Sarah.	She	had	a	womb	that	was	dead	and	that	had	not	produced	children,	and	what	God	is	going	to	do	is	He	is	going	to	
produce	a	deliverer	out	of	the	most	unlikely	place.	In	this	heavenly	announcement,	this	angel	comes	and	speaks	to	her,	
and	we	are	not	even	given	the	woman’s	name.	Perhaps	it’s	a	wink	back	to	Genesis,	where	we	see	that	it	is	through	the	
seed	of	the	woman	that	the	Lord	will	send	the	ultimate	Deliverer.	But,	we	are	not	told	her	name,	it	just	says,	“the	
woman.”	The	promise	is	given	that	a	child	will	come	and	from	the	womb	he	is	to	take	this	Nazirite	vow.	No	razor	should	
touch	his	head	and	even	Samson’s	mother	wasn’t	allowed	to	partake	of	any	alcoholic	beverage	while	she	was	pregnant	
with	Samson.	From	the	womb	he	was	set	apart	to	God.	
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What	is	interesting,	as	we	see	in	Numbers	6,	if	you	want	to	go	back	and	read	about	the	Nazirite	vow,	is	that	even	
in	this	Samson	is	unique.	Typically,	the	Nazirite	vow	would	be	a	voluntary	vow	that	someone	would	take	for	a	limited	
period	of	time.	It	would	be	like	how	we	would	view	fasting	for	a	period	of	time.	We	would	give	up	food	or	something	for	
a	period	of	time	to	be	devoted	to	the	Lord.	It	was	a	temporary	thing	that	a	person	could	do	himself.	But	here	it’s	the	
Lord	giving	the	command	that	Samson	would	be	a	Nazirite.	He	was	never	to	cut	his	hair,	he	could	never	have	anything	to	
do	with	a	dead	body,	and	he	could	never	have	the	fruit	of	the	vine.	He	couldn’t	have	an	alcoholic	beverage	or	even	eat	
grapes	off	of	the	vine.	

So,	the	angel	comes	back	again	and	meets	with	Manoah,	the	woman’s	husband,	and	repeats	the	instructions.	
This	is	amazing.	Pick	up	in	verse	15	with	me,	

	
“Manoah	said	to	the	angel	of	Yahweh,	“Please	let	us	detain	you	and	prepare	a	young	goat	for	

you.”	16	And	the	angel	of	Yahweh	said	to	Manoah,	“If	you	detain	me,	I	will	not	eat	of	your	food.	But	if	you	
prepare	a	burnt	offering,	then	offer	it	to	Yahweh.”	(For	Manoah	did	not	know	that	he	was	the	angel	of	
Yahweh.)	17	And	Manoah	said	to	the	angel	of	Yahweh,	“What	is	your	name,	so	that,	when	your	words	
come	true,	we	may	honor	you?”	18	And	the	angel	of	Yahweh	said	to	him,	“Why	do	you	ask	my	name,	
seeing	it	is	wonderful?”	19	So	Manoah	took	the	young	goat	with	the	grain	offering,	and	offered	it	on	the	
rock	to	Yahweh,	to	the	one	who	works	wonders,	and	Manoah	and	his	wife	were	watching.	20	And	when	the	
flame	went	up	toward	heaven	from	the	altar,	the	angel	of	Yahweh	went	up	in	the	flame	of	the	altar.	Now	
Manoah	and	his	wife	were	watching,	and	they	fell	on	their	faces	to	the	ground.	

21	The	angel	of	Yahweh	appeared	no	more	to	Manoah	and	to	his	wife.	Then	Manoah	knew	that	he	
was	the	angel	of	Yahweh.	22	And	Manoah	said	to	his	wife,	“We	shall	surely	die,	for	we	have	seen	God.”	23	
But	his	wife	said	to	him,	“If	Yahweh	had	meant	to	kill	us,	he	would	not	have	accepted	a	burnt	offering	and	
a	grain	offering	at	our	hands,	or	shown	us	all	these	things,	or	now	announced	to	us	such	things	as	these.”	
24	And	the	woman	bore	a	son	and	called	his	name	Samson.	And	the	young	man	grew,	and	Yahweh	blessed	
him.	25	And	the	Spirit	of	Yahweh	began	to	stir	him.”	
	
It’s	an	awesome	moment	when	they	don’t	know	who	they	are	talking	to.	They	don’t	know	that	this	is	the	angel	

of	Yahweh.	I	believe	what	we	have	here	is	another	instance	in	Scripture	where	there	is	a	theophany.	It	is	God,	himself,	
speaking	to	His	people.		

Some	of	you	don’t	know	the	end	of	the	story	and	that’s	awesome.	I	wish	I	could	go	back	and	not	know	the	end	
of	the	story,	but	most	of	us	know	the	end	of	the	story.	But,	imagine	reading	through	this	and	there	is	this	point	where	
God,	himself,	has	shown	up	and	there’s	this	woman	who	couldn’t	have	a	child,	and	He	gives	her	this	amazing	promise.	
Of	all	the	judges	who	have	come	before	him,	this	one	is	going	to	be	different.	He’s	going	to	be	Nazarite.	He	tells	her	to	
be	sure	she	keeps	these	stipulations.	Samson	is	going	to	begin	to	deliver	his	people	from	the	Philistines.	

It	would	seem	like	the	story	is	going	to	soar	and	the	downward	spiral	that	the	Jews	have	been	living	in	will	stop.	
Samson	will	take	them	to	new	heights.	But,	that’s	not	how	the	story	goes.	Samson,	time	and	time	again,	is	used	by	the	
Lord,	but	in	the	face	of	his	adulterous	lifestyle.	

In	chapter	14,	Samson	wants	to	take	a	wife	and	he	wants	to	take	her	from	the	Philistines.	He	sees	this	girl	and	it	
literally	says	that	when	he	tells	his	parents	he	wants	to	marry	this	Philistine	girl,	they	rebuke	him	and	say,	“There	are	so	
many	Jewish	girls.	You	could	marry	a	Jewish	girl.	You	could	even	marry	a	cousin,	because	that’s	not	weird	yet.	Why	do	
you	want	to	go	get	a	Philistine	girl?”	Listen	to	what	he	says	in	verse	3,	

	
“But	Samson	said	to	his	father,	“Get	her	for	me,	for	she	is	right	in	my	eyes.”	

	
Samson	says	the	exact	phrase	that	is	the	pattern	of	the	time	of	the	judges	and	is	the	pattern	for	the	children	of	

Israel	as	they	rebel	and	abandon	Yahweh.	“It	is	right	in	my	eyes.”		
	
Verse	4,	

“His	father	and	mother	did	not	know	that	it	was	from	the	Lord,	for	he	was	seeking	an	opportunity	
against	the	Philistines.	At	that	time	the	Philistines	ruled	over	Israel.”	
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Samson	told	his	parents	to	go	get	the	girl	for	it	is	right	in	his	eyes,	and	then	Scripture	says	that	his	parents	didn’t	
know	that	it	was	Yahweh	who	was	doing	this.	It	was	of	the	Lord.	It	says,	“He	was	seeking	an	opportunity	against	the	
Philistines.”	Some	people	say	that	the	‘he’	here	is	Samson	who	is	seeking	an	opportunity	against	the	Philistines,	but	that	
doesn’t	seem	right.	It	seems	that,	in	the	original	language,	the	best	I	can	see	from	what	commentators	told	me,	is	that	it	
is	Yahweh	who	is	doing	this	and	it’s	His	secret.	We	are	let	in	on	the	secret.	Samson	is	doing	what	is	right	in	his	own	eyes	
but	Yahweh	is	sovereign	over	this	circumstance.	God	is	going	to	work	it	for	His	good,	for	His	glory,	and	for	His	ultimate	
plan.	

This	is	what	happens.	Samson	goes	down	and	marries	this	girl	and	starts	this	seven	day	wedding	party.	Did	y’all	
read	through	this?	On	the	way	down,	Samson	is	separated	from	his	parents	and	he	is	walking	by	himself	when	this	
young	lion	comes	roaring	at	him.	Then,	Scripture	says	that	the	spirit	of	Yahweh	rushed	onto	Samson	so	that	he	grabbed	
the	young	lion	and	tore	it	apart	as	one	would	a	young	goat.	And	I	have	to	ask,	how	does	one	tear	apart	a	young	goat?	
Have	you	tried	to	visualize	that?	Everybody	I	talked	to	this	week	pointed	to	that?	Do	you	think	it	was	like	a	cooked	goat?	
Maybe	we	should	understand	that	it	was	a	young	goat	that	had	been	cooked	and	you	could	then	rip	flesh	off	of	it.	That	
sounds	better	than	what	I	was	thinking.		

Samuel	probably	wrote	Judges	but	we	don’t	know	for	sure.	I	think	that	maybe	Samuel	was	really	strong,	too,	and	
he	could	tear	apart	young	goats.	Have	you	ever	tried	to	do	that?	The	idea	is	of	something	being	rent	in	two	and	torn	
open.	The	Spirit	of	God	rushes	on	him	and	there	is	no	one	else	like	Samson	in	the	Bible.	He	is	given	superhuman	strength	
and	he	literally	tears	this	lion	apart	so	that	he	leaves	a	dead	carcass	open	and	exposed.	Then	he	leaves	and	eventually	he	
circled	back	some	time	later	and	these	bees	had	made	a	nest	inside	the	lion	carcass.	Then,	Samson	reached	down	and	
got	some	of	the	honeycomb	and	shared	it	with	his	parents	and	he	didn’t	tell	them	that	it	was	from	the	carcass	of	the	
dead	lion.	Why	is	that	significant?	Because	of	the	Nazirite	vow,	right?	He	wasn’t	allowed	to	do	that.	He	was	rebelling.	
Samson	was	abandoning	the	call	of	God	on	his	life,	wasn’t	he?	Then,	the	next	step	was	when	Samson	threw	a	feast.	If	
you	look	down	in	chapter	14,	it	says	that	he	threw	a	feast,	which	was	kind	of	the	cultural	thing	to	do	at	your	wedding.	He	
threw	a	feast	but	the	word	used	there	is	like	“drinking	banquet.”	The	word	that	is	used	describes	something	like	Samson	
throwing	a	week-long	frat	party	for	all	these	guys.	We	don’t	know	for	sure	if	he	partook,	but	it	seems	to	be	the	point	of	
why	the	story	was	told.		

In	this,	Samson	provokes	these	Philistines.	These	thirty	guys	are	hanging	out	with	him	and	they	are	like	his	
assigned	buddies	for	the	week	and	Samson	is	hanging	out	with	them	while	he	is	waiting	to	take	this	Philistine	girl	as	his	
wife.	Remember	how	he	tells	them	a	riddle?	He	makes	this	wager	with	them.	He	says,	“If	you	figure	out	my	riddle	within	
the	week	I	will	give	you	thirty	changes	of	clothes,	but	if	you	don’t	get	it	right	then	you	owe	me	the	clothes.”	Here	is	his	
riddle:	

	
“Out	of	the	eater	came	something	to	eat.	Out	of	the	strong	came	something	sweet.”		

	
That’s	kind	of	a	loose	definition	of	a	riddle.	Is	it	really	a	riddle	if	only	you	can	possibly	know	the	answer?	I	think	

about	that	story	that	has	the	little	guy	with	the	big	feet.	Rumpelstiltskin?	No,	the	other	one.	The	Hobbit,	right?	What’s	
his	name?	I’m	just	pretending	like	I	don’t	know.	Do	you	remember	this?	Bilbo	Baggins	finds	himself	down	in	some	caves	
in	this	mountain	and	he’s	searching	around	in	the	dark	and	he	finds	this	ring	and	he	puts	it	in	his	pocket.	Then,	the	little	
monster	guy,	Gollum,	Smeagol	actually,	has	this	interaction	with	Bilbo	and	they	are	back	and	forth	on	these	riddles.	
Then,	Bilbo	says,	“I	have	a	riddle	for	you:	What’s	in	my	pocket?”	Time	out.	The	game	should	have	stopped	right	there.	
Bilbo	wasn’t	playing	according	to	riddle	rules.	

That’s	what	Samson	is	doing.	Samson	gives	them	a	riddle	that	only	he	could	possibly	know	the	answer	to,	except	
that	these	men	go	to	his	soon-to-be	wife	and	tell	her	that	if	she	doesn’t	get	Samson	to	tell	her	the	answer	so	she	can	tell	
them,	that	they	are	going	to	burn	her,	and	her	father,	and	their	house	down.	They	are	going	to	kill	her.	So,	she	presses	
and	presses	Samson	to	tell	her	the	answer.	He	does	and	then	she	goes	and	tells	the	men	and	they	get	it	right.	Remember	
this?	Look	at	Judges	14:18,	

	
“And	the	men	of	the	city	said	to	him	on	the	seventh	day	before	the	sun	went	down,	
	
“What	is	sweeter	than	honey?	
What	is	stronger	than	a	lion?”	
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Then	Samson,	being	the	kind	and	patient	man	that	he	is,	said,	
	

“If	you	had	not	plowed	with	my	heifer,	
you	would	not	have	found	out	my	riddle.”	

	
It’s	comical.	I	think	it	should	be	comical.	I	think	that	this	is	written	in	such	a	way	that	there	should	be	humor	in	

how	God	deals	with	the	Philistines.	But,	God	doesn’t	use	humor	like	we	do.	God	doesn’t	use	humor	to	feel	good	or	draw	
attention	to	himself;	God	uses	humor	to	draw	attention	to	bigger	things.	Because,	look	what	happens	immediately	
following	this.		

Samson	seems	to	be	out	of	control	and	needs	anger	management.	He’s	selfish	and	this	has	nothing	to	do	with	
delivering	Israel.	It’s	got	to	do	with	his	offended	pride.	But,	listen	to	what	happens.	

	
“And	the	Spirit	of	Yahweh	rushed	upon	him,	and	he	went	down	to	Ashkelon	and	struck	down	thirty	

men	of	the	town	and	took	their	spoil	and	gave	the	garments	to	those	who	had	told	the	riddle.	In	hot	anger	
he	went	back	to	his	father's	house.	20	And	Samson's	wife	was	given	to	his	companion,	who	had	been	his	
best	man.”	
	
You	see	it	begin.	In	his	anger	and	his	own	offended	pride,	the	Spirit	of	God	rushes	on	him	and	uses	him.	Samson	

goes	and	strikes	down	thirty	Philistine	men	and	fulfils	the	debt	of	the	wager.	Then,	he	leaves	and	his	wife	is	given	to	
another	man.	

When	chapter	15	opens	up,	Samson	returns	with	a	young	goat	and	he	plans	to	make	up	with	his	wife.	He’s	going	
to	prepare	this	meal	for	her	and	he	wants	to	see	her	but	her	father	tells	him	he	can’t	do	that	because	he	had	given	her	
to	marry	someone	else.	Again,	Samson,	in	his	anger,	goes	out,	and	listen	to	what	he	does	in	15:4,	

	
“So	Samson	went	and	caught	300	foxes	and	took	torches.”	

	
It	says	“foxes”	but	the	same	word	could	be	“jackal,”	which	is	probably	more	likely	for	that	region.	I	think	what	is	

striking	about	three	hundred	is	that	you	don’t	just	go	out	and	catch	three	hundred	jackals.	So,	he	was	mad	for	a	long	
time.	He	had	a	plan	and	it	wasn’t	a	knee-jerk	reaction.	He	thought	this	through	and	he	stuck	to	it.	He	went	out	and	
caught	three	hundred	jackals	or	foxes	and	he	tied	their	tails	together	and	then	lit	them	on	fire	so	that	they	would	run	
through	the	grain	fields	of	the	Philistines.	What’s	he	doing?	He’s	attacking	the	Philistines	where	it	hurts	most.	Where	did	
he	just	hit	them?	The	bank.	Right?	He	just	wiped	out	their	money	in	one	night	by	setting	foxes	tails	on	fire.	

So,	the	men	came	and	did	what	they	had	threatened	to	do	to	his	wife	and	his	father-in-law.	They	kill	them	so	
Samson	retaliates	again	and	kills	those	Philistines.	Through	what	would	seem	to	be	in	his	own	pride	and	his	own	self-
interest,	God	is	using	him	to	deliver	the	children	of	Israel.	

	
Verse	9,	

“Then	the	Philistines	came	up	and	encamped	in	Judah	and	made	a	raid	on	Lehi.	10	And	the	men	of	
Judah	said,	“Why	have	you	come	up	against	us?”	They	said,	“We	have	come	up	to	bind	Samson,	to	do	to	
him	as	he	did	to	us.”	11	Then	3,000	men	of	Judah	went	down	to	the	cleft	of	the	rock	of	Etam,	and	said	to	
Samson,	“Do	you	not	know	that	the	Philistines	are	rulers	over	us?	What	then	is	this	that	you	have	done	to	
us?”	
	
Really,	one	of	the	saddest	parts	of	Samson’s	story	is	that	3,000	of	his	own	people	rebuke	him.	Here’s	what’s	sad?	

They	are	not	crying	out	to	Yahweh,	are	they?	They	are	oppressed	by	the	Philistines	and	are	they	crying	out	to	Yahweh?	
No,	they	are	mad	at	Samson	because	they	have	been	made	uncomfortable.	They	have	settled	into	being	oppressed.	
They	have	settled	into	this	identity	that	they	serve	the	Philistines.	That’s	what	they	do	now	and	they	rebuke	Samson	for	
making	waves.		

Samson	says,	“Listen,	I’ll	let	you	tie	me	up.	Just	promise	me	that	you	won’t	do	anything	to	me,	yourself.”	And	
they	promise	and	they	take	him	and	hand	him	over	to	the	Philistines.	

	



96	
	

Verse	14,	
“When	he	came	to	Lehi,	the	Philistines	came	shouting	to	meet	him.	Then	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	

rushed	upon	him,	and	the	ropes	that	were	on	his	arms	became	as	flax	that	has	caught	fire,	and	his	bonds	
melted	off	his	hands.	15	And	he	found	a	fresh	jawbone	of	a	donkey,	and	put	out	his	hand	and	took	it,	and	
with	it	he	struck	1,000	men.	16	And	Samson	said,	

	
“With	the	jawbone	of	a	donkey,	
				heaps	upon	heaps,	
with	the	jawbone	of	a	donkey	
				have	I	struck	down	a	thousand	men.”	
17	As	soon	as	he	had	finished	speaking,	he	threw	away	the	jawbone	out	of	his	hand.	And	that	

place	was	called	Ramath-lehi103.	
	
18	And	he	was	very	thirsty,	and	he	called	upon	the	Lord	and	said,	“You	have	granted	this	great	

salvation	by	the	hand	of	your	servant,	and	shall	I	now	die	of	thirst	and	fall	into	the	hands	of	the	
uncircumcised?”	19	And	God	split	open	the	hollow	place	that	is	at	Lehi.”	
	
Again,	we	see	Samson’s	supernatural	power.	The	Spirit	of	God	comes	upon	him	and	he	picks	up	a	fresh	jawbone	

of	a	donkey	and	strikes	down	a	thousand	men.	And	this	time	I	don’t	think	it	was	over	a	long	period	of	time.	He	stands	his	
ground	on	this	hill	as	man,	after	man,	after	man	of	the	Philistines	attacks	him,	and	he	takes	them	out.	Then,	he	sits	down	
being	dehydrated	and	exhausted,	somewhere	between	being	endowed	with	supernatural	power	and	being	physically	
drained.		

Some	of	you	have	seen	pictures	drawn	of	Samson	in	children’s	books,	right?	How	does	he	always	look	in	a	child’s	
Bible?	He	looks	huge,	right?	But,	it’s	really	popular	today	for	preachers	to	say,	“Well,	most	likely	he	was	probably	a	
scrawny	guy,	because	the	idea	is	that	the	Lord	gave	him	power.”	Here’s	what	I	think.	Either	way	it’s	speculation,	so	if	I’m	
going	to	speculate	and	picture	Samson	in	my	mind	while	I	read	about	him	killing	a	thousand	Philistines,	he’s	gonna	be	
huge.	So,	tonight,	Samson	is	huge.	I	forgot	to	mention	that	earlier.	

So,	he’s	really	in	this	desperate	moment,	but	here’s	hope.	He’s	in	this	desperate	moment	and	what	does	he	do?	
He	cries	out	to	Yahweh,	just	for	water,	believing	that	God	can	provide	it,	and	God	does.	God	does.	

Chapter	16	opens,	though,	and	it’s	like	this	moment	of	hope	fades.	Chapter	16	opens	up	with	Samson	going	to	
Gaza	and	he	visits	a	prostitute.	Again,	Samson’s	life	somehow	begins	to	mirror	what	Israel	was	doing	to	Yahweh.	What	
becomes	his	idol	is	his	issue	of	sex,	and	illicit	relationships	with	women	become	his	idol	and	his	downfall.	He	goes	to	see	
this	prostitute	and	the	Philistines	know	that	he	is	there,	and	they	circle	within	the	city,	and	they	lock	the	gate,	and	they	
are	going	to	wait	until	morning	when	he	comes	out.	Whether	Samson	is	tipped	off	or	he	never	planned	to	stay	the	whole	
night,	he	gets	up	at	midnight	and	walks	out	and	pulls	out	of	the	ground	the	entire	gate	and	carries	it	up	the	hill.	Some	
people	think	that	maybe	he	put	it	on	a	nearby	hill	that	happened	to	be	toward	Hebron,	but	others	say	he	might	have	
walked	the	gate,	over	a	few	days,	the	forty	miles	to	that	hill.	Either	way,	after	he	killed	a	thousand	men	with	a	jawbone	
I’m	good	with	God	doing	whatever	He	wants	to	in	Samson’s	life.	It’s	this	huge	statement	that	God’s	deliverer	will	not	be	
held.	

Then,	again,	Samson	falls	in	love	with	a	woman	named	Delilah.	This	is	the	part	of	the	story	that	we	are	most	
familiar	with.	He	falls	in	love	with	this	woman	and	we	don’t	know	if	she’s	Philistine	or	Jewish.	Most	people	believe	that	
she	was	a	Philistine	woman.	Then,	immediately,	the	Philistines	come	to	her	and	however	many	of	them	were	there,	they	
offer	that	each	one	of	them	would	give	her	1,100	pieces	of	silver	if	she	could	find	out	the	source	of	Samson’s	strength	so	
that	they	could	overtake	him	and	kill	him.	You	remember	the	story.	We	don’t	know	how	long	this	took.	It	seems	like	it	
played	out	within	a	week	or	so	but	it	could	have	been	years.	We	know	that	Samson	was	a	judge	for	twenty	years.	But,	
Delilah	begins	to	press	him	and	she’s	not	even	trying	to	trick	him.	She’s	asking	him,	“What’s	the	source	of	your	strength	
so	that	you	can	be	bound?	What	is	the	source	of	your	strength	so	that	you	could	be	taken	down?”	

The	first	time,	Samson	tells	her	that	if	they	bind	him	with	seven	fresh	bowstrings	he	will	be	weak	and	like	any	
other	man.	So,	what	does	she	do?	She	gets	seven	fresh	bowstrings	and	ties	him	up,	and	then	she	has	this	moment	that	is	

																																																													
103	Which	means	“place	of	the	jawbone”	or	“hill	of	the	jawbone.”	
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still	embarrassing	for	her,	when	we	read	it	this	many	years	later.	She	ties	him	up	and	she	says,	“The	Philistines	are	upon	
you!,”	and	‘snap’	the	bindings	fell	off	of	him.	It	doesn’t	even	tell	us	but	the	assumption	is	that	he	killed	the	Philistines	
who	were	in	waiting.		

Then,	again,	she	pressed	him.	She	said,	“You	don’t	even	love	me.	You’re	mocking	me.”	So,	he	tells	her,	“If	you	
take	seven	new	ropes	and	tie	me	up	I	will	be	weak	like	any	other	man.”	She	ties	him	up	and	does	the	same	thing,	“The	
Philistines	are	upon	you!!”	Snap.	So,	he	took	out	the	Philistines.	

Again,	she	presses	him.	She	presses	him,	and	presses	him,	and	he	says,	“You	know	what?	If	you	take	the	seven	
locks	of	my	hair	and	pin	them	into	this	web…”	I	don’t	know	exactly.	I’m	picturing	the	man-bun	thing,	which	I	think	does	
detract	from	a	man’s	strength,	but	that’s	just	my	personal	opinion	on	that.	So,	she	ties	up	his	hair	and	the	same	thing	
happens.	He	pulls	out	the	web	or	whatever	she	had	done	and	he	throws	out	the	Philistines.	

So,	she	presses	one	more	time.	Verse	15,	
	

“And	she	said	to	him,	“How	can	you	say,	‘I	love	you,’	when	your	heart	is	not	with	me?	You	have	
mocked	me	these	three	times,	and	you	have	not	told	me	where	your	great	strength	lies.”	16	And	when	she	
pressed	him	hard	with	her	words	day	after	day,	and	urged	him,	his	soul	was	vexed	to	death.	17	And	he	told	
her	all	his	heart,	and	said	to	her,	“A	razor	has	never	come	upon	my	head,	for	I	have	been	a	Nazirite	to	God	
from	my	mother's	womb.	If	my	head	is	shaved,	then	my	strength	will	leave	me,	and	I	shall	become	weak	
and	be	like	any	other	man.	

18	When	Delilah	saw	that	he	had	told	her	all	his	heart,	she	sent	and	called	the	lords	of	the	
Philistines,	saying,	“Come	up	again,	for	he	has	told	me	all	his	heart.”	Then	the	lords	of	the	Philistines	came	
up	to	her	and	brought	the	money	in	their	hands.	19	She	made	him	sleep	on	her	knees.	And	she	called	a	man	
and	had	him	shave	off	the	seven	locks	of	his	head.	Then	she	began	to	torment	him,	and	his	strength	left	
him.	20	And	she	said,	“The	Philistines	are	upon	you,	Samson!”	And	he	awoke	from	his	sleep	and	said,	“I	will	
go	out	as	at	other	times	and	shake	myself	free.”	But	he	did	not	know	that	the	Lord	had	left	him.	21	And	the	
Philistines	seized	him	and	gouged	out	his	eyes	and	brought	him	down	to	Gaza	and	bound	him	with	bronze	
shackles.	And	he	ground	at	the	mill	in	the	prison.	22	But	the	hair	of	his	head	began	to	grow	again	after	it	
had	been	shaved.”	
	
I’ll	read	you	this	quote	from	Dale	Davis.	It’s	tragic.	It’s	a	sad	moment.	God’s	deliverer,	the	hope	of	Israel--is	this	

the	promised	seed	of	a	woman	who	would	deliver	not	just	from	Philistines	but	from	sin,	and	Satan,	and	death?	Time	and	
time	again	it	seems	like	he	fails	and	has	abandoned	Yahweh.	

This	is	from	Dale	Davis,	
	
“In	Samson,	Israel	was	to	see	herself	as	one	raised	up	out	of	nothing,	richly	gifted,	who	panders	around	
with	other	loves	and	yet,	apparently,	always	expects	to	“have”	Yahweh.	So	Israel	receives	grace	on	top	of	
grace,	yet	persistently	carries	on	her	affairs	with	Baal,	utterly	ignorant	of	her	true	condition,	assuming	
that	all	is	well	and	that	Yahweh	is	always	at	her	disposal.	She	is	a	people	that	does	not	know	that	
Yahweh	may	depart	from	her.	How	tragic	when	God’s	professing	people	cannot	see	that	they	are	
wretched,	pitiable,	poor,	blind,	and	naked.	Whether	to	ancient	Israel	or	to	the	contemporary	Church,	
Samson’s	tragedy	will	speak.	Watch	out,	lest	you	abandon	the	divine	call	and	leave	your	first	love	and	
forfeit	His	presence.”	
	
It’s	an	awful	moment.	Samson	gets	up	and	thinks,	“I’ll	shake	it	off.”	Why	wouldn’t	he?	He	has	sinned	in	the	face	

of	God’s	grace	and	provision	all	the	way	through	his	life.	Every	other	time	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	had	rushed	upon	him	but	
not	this	time.	This	time,	he	is	the	one	who	doesn’t	know	the	answer	to	the	riddle.	This	time,	it’s	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	
that	has	left	him.	And	the	Philistines	come	upon	him,	and	gouge	out	his	eyes,	and	take	him	prisoner.	But,	here	the	Lord	
again	gives	us	hope.	It	says,	“His	hair	began	to	grow”;	not	that	the	hair	is	the	source	of	his	strength,	but	it’s	a	wink	to	the	
readers	to	say	that	God	is	not	done	here.	God	is	not	done	here.	

	
Verse	23,	
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“Now	the	lords	of	the	Philistines	gathered	to	offer	a	great	sacrifice	to	Dagon	their	god	and	to	
rejoice,	and	they	said,	“Our	god	has	given	Samson	our	enemy	into	our	hand.”	24	And	when	the	people	saw	
him,	they	praised	their	god.	For	they	said,	“Our	god	has	given	our	enemy	into	our	hand,	the	ravager	of	our	
country,	who	has	killed	many	of	us.”	25	And	when	their	hearts	were	merry,	they	said,	“Call	Samson,	that	he	
may	entertain	us.”	So	they	called	Samson	out	of	the	prison,	and	he	entertained	them.	They	made	him	
stand	between	the	pillars.	26	And	Samson	said	to	the	young	man	who	held	him	by	the	hand,	“Let	me	feel	
the	pillars	on	which	the	house	rests,	that	I	may	lean	against	them.”	
	
They	call	him	out.	They	are	worshipping	Dagon,	their	demon	god,	and	they	are	not	only	saying,	“We	have	

overcome	Samson,”	they	are	saying,	“We	have	overcome	God.	We	have	overcome	Yahweh.	Our	god	is	greater.	Our	god	
is	bigger.	Our	god	is	stronger.”	That’s	the	song	they	are	singing,	not	to	Jesus	but	to	Dagon.		

They	say,	“Bring	out	Samson	and	let	him	entertain	us.”	Whatever	that	looked	like,	Samson	is	going	to	entertain	
them.	In	fact,	he’s	about	to	bring	down	the	house.	Listen	to	this.	

	
Verse	27,	

“Now	the	house	was	full	of	men	and	women.	All	the	lords	of	the	Philistines.”	
	
Their	leaders	and	the	first-class	citizens	are	all	there.	Right?	
	

“All	the	lords	of	the	Philistines	were	there,	and	on	the	roof	there	were	about	3,000	men	and	women,	
who	looked	on	while	Samson	entertained.	28	Then	Samson	called	to	the	Lord	and	said,	“O	Lord	God,	please	
remember	me	and	please	strengthen	me	only	this	once,	O	God,	that	I	may	be	avenged	on	the	Philistines	
for	my	two	eyes.”	29	And	Samson	grasped	the	two	middle	pillars	on	which	the	house	rested,	and	he	leaned	
his	weight	against	them,	his	right	hand	on	the	one	and	his	left	hand	on	the	other.	30	And	Samson	said,	“Let	
me	die	with	the	Philistines.”	Then	he	bowed	with	all	his	strength,	and	the	house	fell	upon	the	lords	and	
upon	all	the	people	who	were	in	it.	So	the	dead	whom	he	killed	at	his	death	were	more	than	those	whom	
he	had	killed	during	his	life.”	
	
Turn	to	Hebrews	and	I’ll	read	it.	Hebrews	11:32.	Hebrews	11	is	the	“Hall	of	Faith.”		Has	it	ever	messed	with	you	

before	that	Samson	is	in	the	Hall	of	Faith?	I’ll	be	honest;	this	has	messed	with	me	for	a	long	time.	One	of	the	reasons	I	
chose	the	Samson	story	to	study	out	of	Judges	is	because	I	wondered	how	you	reconcile	that	the	writer	of	Hebrews	says	
this,	in	listing	person	after	person	from	the	Old	Testament	about	how	their	faith	is	an	example	of	what	it’s	like	to	have	
saving	faith.	He	says	in	verse	32,	

	
“And	what	more	shall	I	say?	For	time	would	fail	me	to	tell	of	Gideon,	Barak,	Samson,	Jephthah,	of	

David	and	Samuel	and	the	prophets—“	
	
Samson	is	listed	in	the	Hall	of	Faith.	I’ll	be	honest,	when	you	read	his	story	it’s	hard	to	reconcile,	until	you	realize	

that	you	are	being	self-righteous,	and	until	you	remember	what	God	said	to	Moses;	“I	will	have	mercy	on	whom	I	will	
have	mercy.”	Until	you	remember	that	you,	yourself,	only	richly	deserve	the	wrath	of	a	holy	God	for	your	sinful	life	and	
how	you	have	abandoned	the	Lord,	not	just	as	an	unbeliever,	but	as	a	believer.	How	often	we	have	walked	away	and	
how	often	we	have	built	up	idols	in	our	own	lives.	When	you	remember	that,	it	becomes	a	little	easier	to	say,	“I	will	trust	
it	when	God	says	that	Samson	was	a	man	of	faith.	I’ll	trust	that.	God	can	give	faith	to	whom	He	will.”	

In	this	moment,	Samson	calls	out	for	the	strength	one	more	time	and	he	demonstrates	his	faith	in	Yahweh	by	
putting	his	hands	on	the	pillars	and	pushing	with	all	his	might.	And	God	grants	his	request	and	God	uses	Samson	to	begin	
to	deliver	the	Israelites	from	the	Philistines.		

So,	after	Samson	dies,	the	story	just	falls	off	a	cliff.	It’s	no	longer	external	stuff	but	it’s	internal	stuff	from	Israel	
that	is	wicked.	The	book	ends	with	the	statement,	“There	was	no	king	is	Israel,	and	the	people	did	what	was	right	in	their	
own	eyes.”104	So,	how	does	the	book	of	Judges	point	us	to	Jesus?	If	that’s	what	this	series	is	about	and	if	what	Jesus	said	

																																																													
104	Judges	21:28	
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is	true,	that	all	the	Scripture	is	about	him,	how	does	the	story	of	Samson	point	us	to	Jesus?	Should	a	good	Jew	have	been	
able	to	read	the	story	of	Samson,	or	looked	at	Samson’s	life	and	said,	“Oh,	here’s	how	the	Messiah	is	going	to	be?”	I	
don’t	think	so.	But,	I	think,	when	we	look	at	the	whole	picture	of	the	time	of	the	Judges,	what	should	have	been	created	
in	any	Jew	is	a	longing	and	a	desire	for	a	greater	judge	and	a	greater	deliverer.	So,	as	we	look	back	through	the	time	of	
Jesus	to	this	time	period,	we	can	be	able	to	see	that	this	is	what	God	has	always	done.	When	His	people	are	oppressed,	
and	when	His	people	sin	and	receive	the	oppression	that	their	sin	is	due,	God	takes	joy	in	worship	in	being	merciful	and	
gracious	to	raise	up	a	deliverer.	And	as	we	look	through	this	time	period	and	we	look	at	Samson’s	life,	we	should	be	able	
to	say	that	he	is	not	it.	He’s	not	it.	God	is	good	and	God	raises	up	a	deliverer	but	this	was	temporary	and	it	was	flawed.	
This	should	make	us	rejoice	because	we	are	on	this	side	of	salvation	and	we	know	that	we	have	such	a	great	deliverer.	
We	have	a	Savior	whose	birth	was	announced	from	Heaven.	His	birth	was	a	miracle.	He	came	from	the	womb	of	a	virgin	
girl.	But,	unlike	Samson,	He	always	obeyed.	He	was	tempted	in	every	way	as	we	are,	yet	without	sin.	He	was	righteous.	
Like	Samson,	He	was	betrayed	and	handed	over	to	His	enemies.	But,	unlike	Samson,	He	wasn’t	in	that	situation	because	
He	identified	with	people	in	their	sin.	Jesus	identifies	with	us	but	not	to	the	point	of	sinning.	Jesus	handed	himself	over	
to	His	enemies.	How	can	we	not	think,	when	we	see	Samson	put	his	hands	on	the	pillars	and	pull	the	Temple	of	Dagon	
down	on	himself,	to	by	his	death	kill	the	enemies	of	the	people	of	God,	and	by	his	death	liberate	his	people—how	can	
we	not	think	of	Jesus	stretching	out	His	hands	on	the	cross,	of	laying	down	His	life	so	that	by	His	death	He	would	destroy	
death?		

Hebrews	2:14.	Shawn	read	this	at	the	opening	of	the	service.	
	

“Since	therefore	the	children	share	in	flesh	and	blood,	he	himself	likewise	partook	of	the	same	
things,	that	through	death	he	might	destroy	the	one	who	has	the	power	of	death,	that	is,	the	devil,	15	and	
deliver	all	those	who	through	fear	of	death	were	subject	to	lifelong	slavery.”	
	
Jesus,	by	His	death,	destroyed	death.	He	destroys	our	enemy	so	that	we	can	have	life.	How	does	Judges	point	to	

Jesus?	He	is	the	great	Deliverer	and	He	is	the	great	Judge,	who	not	only	rescues	us	from	oppression,	but	He	rules	over	us	
to	lead	us	into	righteousness.		

The	book	ends	by	saying	there	was	no	king	in	the	land	so	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	their	own	eyes.	The	
book	of	Judges	should	say	to	us,	“We	need	a	king.	We	need	a	real	deliverer	and	we	need	a	real	king.”	Next	week,	we	will	
look	at	that.	We	will	look	at	how	God	provided	kingship	and	how	kingship	in	Israel	points	to	our	need	for	not	just	any	
king,	not	just	a	human	king	that	would	do	okay	for	a	while,	but	the	King	of	Kings	who	will	rule	over	us	for	eternity;	who	
not	just	leads	us	in	righteousness	but	who	can	make	us	righteous	and,	in	fact,	gives	us	His	righteousness	so	that	we	can	
worship	our	God.	

Pray	with	me.	
Lord Jesus, God, I love you. Thank you for your Word. Thank you for Samson, our brother. Thank you 

for using him, and forgiving him, and for granting him faith. God, I thank you for having mercy on us and 
granting us faith in Jesus. God, I pray that if there are those here who don’t know you, and who are in their 
sin and live their lives in a cycle of worshipping anything but you, and when those false gods and those idols 
don’t meet their needs and leave them empty and hurting, and they call out for momentary relief but they 
don’t submit to you; God, I pray that you would draw them to yourself tonight. Lord Jesus, that they would 
repent and that they would trust in you, and that you would be gracious, and good, and merciful, and rescue 
them. I pray that they would see you as their Great Deliverer who doesn’t fail, but who defeated our greatest 
enemies through your death and by your resurrection you give us life. I pray for your Church, God, that we 
would be faithful to you this week and that we would be faithful to take this message of hope to schools, into 
our homes, into the workplace, and the town, and that wherever you would take us that we would be faithful 
to proclaim the goodness of your grace, and your mercy, and your love. God, I pray now that you would free 
us and that we wouldn’t be distracted, and that we would be able to think about your Word, and that your 
Holy Spirit would rush on us now and bring conviction, and hope, and encouragement. In Christ’s name. 

	
Galatians	1:3-4,	

“Grace	to	you	and	peace	from	God	our	Father	and	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	4	who	gave	himself	for	
our	sins	to	deliver	us	from	the	present	evil	age,	according	to	the	will	of	our	God	and	Father,	5	to	whom	be	
the	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.”	
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We	have	a	great	Deliverer.	He	has	freed	us	from	the	oppression	of	sin	that	we	brought	on	ourselves.	He	has	

freed	us	from	the	oppression	of	an	evil	king	and	delivered	us	from	the	domain	of	darkness	and	unto	the	kingdom	of	the	
Son	of	His	love.	He	has	totally	changed	who	we	are.	He’s	changed	our	identity.	May	we	not	be	guilty	as	believers,	as	a	
church,	of	going	after	the	idols	of	our	time.	May	we	walk	worthy	of	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	I	will	embrace	Samson	as	
my	brother.	It	will	be	awesome	when	we	are	in	Heaven.	I’ll	embrace	him.	We	all	should.	None	of	us	stand	on	high	moral	
ground.	But	may	we	leave	a	clear	testimony,	where	somebody	could	never	say,	“They	knew	Jesus?	They	were	a	
Christian?	They	had	faith?”	Let’s	leave	a	clear	testimony	that	says	that	we	love	Jesus	and	that	we	are	a	church	that	loves	
Jesus.	May	we	be	faithful	this	week.	I	encourage	you,	if	you	are	visiting	and	you	would	like	to	know	more	about	Jesus	
and	about	being	rescued,	we	would	love	to	talk	to	you.	Please	come	see	me,	anybody	in	the	band,	Shawn…there	are	
many	men	in	this	church	and	many	women	in	this	church	who	would	love	to	explain	the	Gospel	to	you.	I	love	you	guys.	

Before	we	dismiss,	this	is	the	last	Sunday	that	the	Potters	will	be	with	us	before	they	go	to	China	to	get	their	son.	
Here’s	a	five	second	video	of	JJ.	…	Yes,	JJ	Potter!!	That’s	awesome.	Here’s	what	we	need	to	do.	We	need	to	pray	over	the	
Potters.	They	will	leave	here	Thursday	or	Friday	and	they	will	fly	out	of	Orlando	in	nine	days.	We	are	going	to	pray	over	
them.	God	is	so	good.	He	is	bringing	that	little	kid	here	for	however	long	we	have	the	Potters,	and	He’s	bringing	JJ	into	
this	family	so	that	he	can	be	raised	to	know	Jesus.	That’s	good.	So,	we	are	going	to	pray	over	them	and	then	you	have	
until	Thursday	to	make	sure	you	get	some	cash	into	their	hands	so	that	when	they	go	to	get	JJ	they	don’t	have	to	worry	
about	food,	travel,	or	things	that	pop	up	along	the	way.	Make	sure	you	give	sacrificially	to	get	JJ	home.	Let’s	pray	over	
the	Potters.	If	you	are	sitting	close	to	them	just	go	ahead	and	awkwardly	put	hands	on	them.	It’s	awkward	but	it’s	holy.	

Lord Jesus, God, we love you. Again, just thank you for the Gospel that makes us a church. Thank you 
for the Potters and for the time that you have had them here in this fellowship and what they’ve meant to us 
as they have served so many people here with encouragement, and hospitality, and counsel. I pray that you 
would continue to bless their family. Thank you for bringing JJ into it. God, I pray that he would grow in the 
fear and the admonition of the Lord and that he would know you, Lord Jesus. That he would have a clear 
picture of what your fatherhood over his life looks like because of the way that Eric is going to father him, 
and that he would have a clear picture of what Jesus looks like in relationship to His Church because of the 
way that Eric and Amanda interact with one another, and that he would have a clear picture of what it 
means to have brothers and sisters in Christ by the way that Kenzie and Emma love him as a brother. I pray 
that you would bless them, get them there safely, get them home safely, and I look forward to the Sunday 
when we rejoice with them here. We love you, Lord. In Christ’s name, Amen.
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November	15,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
2	Samuel	7	–	David	
Brody	Holloway	
	

It’s	good	to	have	you	guys	here	tonight.	To	anybody	that’s	visiting,	we	welcome	you	and	we	are	glad	you	are	
here	to	worship	with	us.	This	is	our	church	and	this	is	the	time	that	we	meet	every	week,	Sundays	at	6,	and	we	would	
love	for	you	to	come	back.	In	fact,	just	keep	coming	and	we	will	be	happy	about	that.	It’s	good	to	be	with	God’s	people,	
especially	after	the	week	that	some	of	you	had,	no	doubt.	There	are	those	weeks	when	you	get	to	church	on	Sunday	that	
it’s	just	kind	of	like	“ahhhh”—it	feels	good	and	it’s	encouraging.	

Last	night	was	an	awesome	night.	We	are	often	on	the	road	traveling	and	leading	in	ministry	situations	or	
events.	Last	night,	we	were	at	an	event	that	was	focused	on	adoption	and	fostering	in	Granite	Falls.	You	go	out	to	the	
country	and	you	take	a	right	at	the	oak	tree	and	then	you	go	farther	out	in	the	country.	It	was	an	awesome	time	at	an	
old	country	church.	Several	churches	came	together	and	they	had	a	big	fall	festival.	We	got	to	talk	about	adoption	and	
fostering	last	night	and	it	was	really	neat	because	there	was	a	testimony	from	a	family	that	tried	for	about	thirteen	years	
to	have	kids	and	couldn’t.	They	ended	up	fostering	and	then	adopting	twins	and	now	they	have	five	kids.	The	youngest	is	
maybe	six	and	they	got	her	when	she	was	an	infant.	It	was	a	very	powerful	testimony.	

The	Lord	is	doing	something	in	our	church	body	and	our	family	of	believers.	I	think	there	are	four	or	five	of	our	
families	and	people	here	who	are	in	the	process	of	fostering.	Jenn	didn’t	really	elaborate	on	this105	but	one	thing	that	is	
really	easy	to	do	is	what	I	call	glorified	babysitting.	I	think	there’s	an	official	name	for	it,	but	you	can	go	to	the	DSS	and	
give	them	your	fingerprints	and	Social	Security	number	and	you	can	then	babysit	for	foster	families.	So,	a	foster	family	
can	leave	their	kids	in	your	care	for	up	to	twelve	or	twenty-four	hours.	It’s	different	from	respite	care	that	would	be	
longer	term.	So,	if	they	have	some	errands	they	need	to	run	you	can	help	out.	That’s	something	that	most	all	of	us	could	
do	unless	you	just	want	to	be	disobedient	to	what	Scripture	says	about	taking	care	of	orphans.106	

Go	to	2	Samuel	7.	I	have	to	tell	you,	I’m	a	history	buff.	I	enjoy	learning	about	history,	studying	it,	and	reading	it.	I	
don’t	know	how	people	can’t	make	good	grades	in	history.	I	didn’t	make	good	grades	in	much	but	I	made	good	grades	in	
history	because	you	basically	just	have	to	learn	facts.	It’s	not	like	taking	letters	and	turning	them	into	numbers,	or	
knowing	what	something	is	composed	up	to	physically	exist,	and	it’s	not	philosophical.	It’s	like	this	happened,	do	you	
know	that	it	happened?	Then,	you	can	make	a	good	grade.	I’m	a	black-and-white	dude	and	I	can	work	in	those	
parameters.	So,	there	are	a	couple	of	guys	I’ve	really	enjoyed	reading	about.	I	like	to	read	biographical	or	
autobiographical	stuff.	When	I	say	‘reading,’	a	lot	of	times	that	means	I’m	listening	on	Audible.	I	don’t	have	a	false	sense	
of	intellectualism	here.	I’m	listening	to	a	book	right	now	about	a	guy	named	Adam	Brown107	who	was	a	Navy	Seal	in	Seal	
Team	Six	who	got	killed	in	2010	in	Afghanistan	or	Iraq.	He	was	a	recovered	drug	addict	who	gave	his	life	to	Jesus	and	had	
an	awesome	testimony.	

I	also	enjoy	reading	about	Teddy	Roosevelt.	He	was	an	exceptional	human	individual	in	addition	to	the	fact	that	
becoming	President	was	a	big	deal.	Teddy	Roosevelt	had	a	lot	of	physical	ailments	when	he	was	a	young	child	and	one	of	
the	earliest	stories	that	you	will	hear	about	him	is	that	he	started	exercising	and	actually	lifting	weights	to	strengthen	
himself.	My	very	favorite	Teddy	Roosevelt	story	that	I	want	to	share	with	you	tonight	is	how	he	was	giving	a	speech	and	
a	man	tried	to	assassinate	him.	The	guy	shot	him	in	the	chest	and	Roosevelt	scolded	him,	finished	his	speech,	and	then	
walked	off	the	stage	and	went	to	get	medical	treatment.	I	think,	“That’s	a	president!”	Now,	I’m	not	getting	political	on	
y’all.	It’s	election	time	and	there’s	insanity	on	television	right	now,	but	that’s	a	guy,	I	don’t	care	who	you	are,	where	you	
can	say,	“I	can	follow	that	dude.	I	can	respect	that	guy.”	They	talk	about	how	the	military	loved	him.	

So,	you	read	about	certain	generals	and	guys	who	have	been	in	military	leadership	throughout	history	and	those	
who	are	most	effective	and	most	successful	tend	to	be	those	who	are	just	revered	and	loved	by	the	people	who	follow	
them.	I	think	King	David	was	like	that.	King	David	was	the	kind	of	person,	who	for	the	blemishes	that	we	know	existed	in	

																																																													
105	At	the	beginning	of	tonight’s	service,	on	of	Red	Oak’s	members,	Jenn	Forchetti,	shared	about	a	new	organization	that	a	number	of	Red	
Oak’s	members	are	involved	in,	called	Fostering	Hope.	She	shared	about	the	need	for	foster	families	in	our	county	and	shared	a	number	
of	statistics	about	foster	children	in	the	United	States.	
106	James	1:27,	“Religion	that	is	pure	and	undefiled	before	God,	the	Father,	is	this:	to	visit	orphans	and	widows	in	their	affliction,	and	to	
keep	oneself	unstained	from	the	world.”	
107	Blehm,	Eric;	Fearless,	WaterBrook	Press,	2013.	
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his	life,	elevated	the	idea	of	what	a	leader	could	be	above	what	it	had	ever	been	before	in	the	nation	of	Israel.	Because	
he	established	a	throne	where	the	man	who	sat	on	the	throne	was	actually	very	prophetic,	and	he	was	also	priestly	in	
some	ways,	as	he	would	go	before	the	Lord	on	the	behalf	of	the	people.	He	didn’t	hold	an	official	priestly	office	but	he	
was	very	prophetic	in	terms	of	Psalms	that	he	would	write	and	he	was	kingly	in	terms	of	responsibilities	that	he	had	and	
the	way	that	he	led	the	nation.	David	became	the	leader	that	all	Israelites	looked	to	throughout	the	remainder	of	their	
history;	really	up	until	modern	day.	Christians	love	David	and	we	learn	from	his	failures	and	we	learn	from	his	successes.	
He	is	a	king	who,	when	we	study	his	kingship,	we	see	as	an	example	of	a	man	who	loved	his	people,	led	his	people,	and	
more	than	that	he	loved	his	God	and	he	followed	his	God.	So	much	so,	Scripture	records	that	he	was	“a	man	after	God’s	
own	heart.”108	That’s	a	pretty	big	compliment	to	come	out	of	the	Bible.	He	was	a	man	after	God’s	heart.		

For	those	who	are	here	tonight,	there	are	some	of	you	who	feel	like	the	defining	characteristic	of	your	Christian	
walk	with	the	Lord	is	that	you	fail	repeatedly.	“I	can’t	get	my	chin	up.	I	can’t	do	anything	right.	I	want	to	quit	drinking	and	
I	find	myself	drinking.	I	want	to	quit	with	the	pills	and	I	find	myself	with	the	pills.	I	want	to	quit	with	the	pornography	and	
I	find	myself	with	the	pornography.	I	have	this	addiction,	or	this	vice,	or	this	failure,	or	this	thing	from	my	past.”	We	have	
all	of	these	things	that	tend	to	define	us	and	what	David	shows	us	is	what	it	is	like	for	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	to	lift	
you	out	of	your	circumstances,	and	your	condition,	and	for	God	to	determine	your	purpose,	and	for	God	to	determine	
the	trajectory	of	your	life,	and	for	God	to	give	you	value.	Because	this	is	a	man,	for	all	of	the	successes	that	we	know,	if	
we	went	down	the	list	and	wrote	five	things	that	we	know	about	David,	within	the	first	three	every	one	of	us	would	
write	the	word	‘Bathsheba’.	We	know	what	happened	there	and	he	not	only	failed	in	terms	of	morality	and	sexual	sin	
with	Bathsheba	but	he	murdered	his	closest	friends	and	confidant	to	cover	that	up.		

When	we	go	back	to	what	we	talked	about	last	week	and	we	read	through	a	study	of	the	judges,	and	you	look	at	
that	horribly	dark	period	in	world	history,	and	particularly	in	Israelite	history,	you	read	that	verse	that	says,	“In	those	
days	everyone	did	what	was	right	in	their	own	eyes.”109	In	that,	there’s	a	sense	in	which	we	left	last	week	seeing	that	it	
was	dark,	and	sinful,	and	broken,	and	where	you	realize	that	people	were	desperate.	They	were	just	trying	to	figure	it	
out	on	their	own.	Nobody	would	step	up	and	lead.	There	was	no	righteous	leader	and	there	was	no	kingly	rule.	There	
was	no	prophetic	governance	where	anyone	said,	“Hey,	there’s	a	Messiah	that’s	coming,	and	here’s	what	the	Law	means	
for	us,	and	here’s	what	the	future	looks	like.”	It	was	generations	of	people	floundering	around	where	there	was	open	
rebellion	and	people	just	determined	on	their	own	what	was	right.	It	was	relativistic	and	like	the	most-modernity	that	
we	would	see	today,	where	people	say,	“If	it’s	right	for	me	it’s	right	for	me,	and	if	it’s	right	for	you	it’s	right	for	you.	If	
that	conflicts	then	we	will	go	our	separate	ways.”	Everyone	just	determines	their	own	morality.	There	is	a	sense	that	
that	was	going	on	is	Israel	but	there’s	also	the	sense	that	people	were	saying,	“If	somebody	would	just	lead	us.”	There	
were	those	people,	don’t	you	think,	in	the	house	of	Israel	who	longed	for	a	leader	that	flowed	back	through	the	
prophecies	to	Abraham,	and	flowed	by	through	Joshua	and	Moses	and	all	the	way	to	Adam	and	Eve	in	the	Garden,	
where	there	was	this	promise	that	we	looked	at	our	first	week.	There	is	coming	a	Deliverer	and	there	is	always	this	
longing	for	that	to	happen.	

So,	David,	in	all	of	his	power,	and	splendor,	and	rule	as	a	king,	the	one	thing	we	can	also	say	about	David	is	that	
to	some	degree	he	failed	in	a	bigger	way	than	most	of	the	judges.	I	appreciated	one	comment	that	was	made	last	week	
in	the	sermon,	“When	you	get	to	the	end	of	the	book,	just	go	read	that	on	your	own.”	It’s	this	really	graphic	story	of	the	
Levite	and	his	concubine110.	I	don’t	know	if	you	did	your	homework	after	last	week’s	sermon	but	you	read	it	and	you	go,	
“This	is	sick,	and	twisted,	and	demented.”	And	David	was	right	there	at	that	level	of	brokenness	and	depravity	when	you	
read	the	Bathsheba	story.	Y’all	know	that	he	killed	Uriah	in	cold	blood,	but	he	didn’t	just	kill	Uriah,	he	surrounded	him	
with	a	bunch	of	his	best	troops.	David,	and	Uriah,	and	those	guys	had	been	together,	as	a	team,	under	one	of	history’s	
greatest	and	largest	manhunts,	when	King	Saul	and	the	armies	of	Israel	were	pursuing	them.	These	guys	were	bonded.	

So,	we	learn	a	lot	from	David,	both	in	terms	of	him	being	a	man	after	God’s	own	heart	who	foreshadows	and	
points	us	to	Christ,	but	he	is	also	a	guy	who	shows	us	what	it’s	like	to	fall	into	sin,	fall	into	failure,	live	in	brokenness,	and	
still,	through	the	power	of	redemption	and	through	the	grace	of	God,	live	a	life	that	is	victorious	and	that	ultimately	
points	people	to	Jesus.	That’s	what	we	can	learn	from	him.	

So,	2	Samuel	7:1,	we	will	read	seventeen	verses.	This	is	the	Word	of	the	Lord.	
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“Now	when	the	king	lived	in	his	house	and	the	Lord	had	given	him	rest	from	all	his	surrounding	
enemies,	2	the	king	said	to	Nathan	the	prophet,	“See	now,	I	dwell	in	a	house	of	cedar,	but	the	ark	of	God	
dwells	in	a	tent.”	3	And	Nathan	said	to	the	king,	“Go,	do	all	that	is	in	your	heart,	for	the	Lord	is	with	you.”	
	
So,	you	have	David	at	this	time	in	his	kingly	rule	where	there	is	sort	of	a	season	of	peace.	If	you	remember,	

Joshua	came	into	the	Promised	Land	and	drove	out	the	inhabitants.	So,	Israel	is	inhabiting	this	territory	and	national	
borders	have	been	established,	but	inside	of	those	national	borders	there	were	opposing	and	pagan	nations	that	had	to	
be	driven	out.	And	when	Joshua	first	led	the	nation	of	Israel	into	those	borders,	over	about	a	five	to	seven	year	
campaign,	he	went	to	war	and	he	drove	many	of	those	nations	out,	but	we	learn	at	the	end	of	the	book	of	Joshua	and	at	
the	beginning	of	Judges,	as	we	referenced	last	week,	that	there	are	nations	who	stay	there	within	the	borders	of	Israel.		

What	David	does	is	he	comes	along	and	we	see	him,	as	a	king,	really	work	to	eradicate	those	nations.	He	brings	
everything	under	the	dominion	and	the	rule	of	Israel.	So,	you	have	an	established	nation	that	is	pointing	toward	this	
ultimate	eternal	kingdom	that	will	one	day	exist,	where	God’s	new	covenant	people,	under	the	blood	of	Jesus,	will	be	
brought	into	a	kingdom	that	will	reign	and	rule	forever.		

So,	you	have	the	nation	of	Israel	under	this	king	who	is	kind	of	a	prototypical	king	who	is	pointing	us	to	Jesus	and	
everything	is	sort	of	at	peace.	Have	you	ever	had	a	season	in	your	life	like	that?	I	feel	like	some	people	don’t	know	what	
to	do	when	it	gets	quiet	and	peaceful,	so	we	create	drama.	One	of	the	ongoing	jokes	in	my	family	that	Rocky	and	I	joke	
about	all	the	time,	is	that	I	remember	we	were	sitting	around	with	one	of	our	sisters	and	I	asked,	“How’s	it	going?”	She	
says,	“Pfff,	it’s	been	a	rough	week.”	I	asked,	“What’s	happening?”	and	she	said,	“Whew,	you	know,	just	everything.”	
“Like	what?”	“Whoa…I	had	to	go	to	Walmart,	and	there	was	laundry…”	“Girl,	that’s	good!	That’s	pretty	good.	Nothing	
really	bad	is	happening.	No	one	is	cheating,	and	no	one	is	beating,	and	no	one	is	abusing.	Nobody	is	snorting	crushed	
pills.	Nobody	is	in	the	hospital	dying.	Actually,	if	all	that	happened	this	week	was	a	trip	to	Walmart	and	a	few	loads	of	
laundry	it	was	a	good	week.	Amen!	Amen!	Rejoice!”	If	the	worst	thing	that	happened	this	week	is	that	you	were	late	to	
class	and	got	a	tardy,	or	somebody	didn’t	show	up	at	work	and	you	had	a	more	stressful	day	than	you	were	hoping,	it’s	
okay.	There	are	seasons	of	peace	where	you	can	go,	“You	know	what?	I	need	to	stop	and	take	a	breath	because	God	has	
actually	given	me	a	pretty	chill	season	right	now.”	That’s	good	and	you’d	better	soak	that	up	because	that	is	not	going	to	
define	the	trajectory	of	the	Christian	life	for	you,	is	it?	No,	there	are	times	that	it	is	okay	to	just	enjoy	the	fruit	of	a	
season	that	God	has	given	you.	

Solomon	writes	about	this	in	Ecclesiastes.	When	you	read	through	the	book	of	Ecclesiastes	over	and	over,	it’s,	
“This	is	vanity.	This	is	vanity.	If	I	pursue	money	it’s	vanity.	If	I	do	this	it’s	vanity.”	It’s	vanity,	vanity,	vanity	and	then	he	
says,	in	Ecclesiastes	5,	“I	have	found	that	there	is	a	season	where	I	get	to	eat,	I	get	to	rest,	I	get	to	enjoy	recreation,	I	get	
to	hang	out	with	my	friends,	and	it’s	good.”	Maybe	you	are	in	a	season	like	that	right	now.	That’s	good,	and	you	should	
be	grateful,	and	you	should	rejoice	and	glorify	God	in	that.	Because,	we	tend	to	learn	that	it’s	more	difficult	to	glorify	
God	in	a	season	like	that	than	it	is	to	glorify	God	in	a	season	of	great	turmoil,	or	brokenness,	or	tribulation.	Because,	
when	we	look	back	at	those	seasons	of	our	lives	where	there	was	death,	or	devastation,	or	something	bad	was	
happening,	we	can	go,	“God	really	showed	up	and	I	saw	God’s	hand	on	my	life	in	that	season,”	but	we	forget	to	see	the	
hand	of	God	in	those	seasons	of	peace	and	prosperity.	That’s	not	a	prosperity	Gospel	that	we	are	proclaiming.	We	are	
saying	that	there	are	going	to	be	times	where	God	is	going	to	give	us	peace;	a	legitimate	time	when	nothing	crazy	is	
happening.		There	are	no	Tonka	wheels	shoved	into	the	toilet.	There	are	no	screwdrivers	jacked	into	the	outlets	in	the	
wall.	The	dog	has	not	made	it	into	the	house	to	defecate	on	the	carpet.	This	is	actually	a	good	day.	There	are	going	to	be	
seasons	where	you	go,	“God	is	actually	taking	pretty	good	care	of	us,	right	now,	so	let’s	just	enjoy	it.”	David	was	in	one	
of	those	seasons.	

But,	here	is	what	David	did	and	here	is	what	we	do.	David	gets	antsy.	The	Christian	is	built	for	combat.	As	a	
Christian,	you	are	built	to	be	at	war.	You	are	given	the	fruits	of	the	Spirit111	and,	as	we	saw	when	we	went	through	
Ephesians,	we	are	given	this	armor112.	There	is	a	war	that	is	being	fought	and	we	are	to	be	engaging	the	enemy.	But,	a	
lot	of	times	you	are	in	that	peaceful	moment	and	David	is	like,	“I	know	what	I’ll	do;	I’ll	pay	God	back.	I’ll	give	God	a	gift.”	
Now,	is	David’s	motive	pure.	I	believe	that	it’s	absolutely	pure.	He	wants	to	build	the	Lord	a	house,	a	tabernacle,	a	
temple.	He	wants	to	do	something	for	God.	We	have	this	tendency	a	lot	of	times	when	we	begin	to	enjoy	the	fruit	of	
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salvation,	and	you	see	this	in	the	Church	a	lot;	we	get	this	attitude	that	we	have	to	pay	God	back.	We	want	to	pay	for	
what	He’s	given	us.	But	listen	y’all,	the	beauty	of	justification	by	faith	is	that	God	has	given	you	something	you	do	not	
deserve	and	He	has	taken	from	you	something	you	do	deserve—namely	wrath,	and	death,	and	punishment,	and	Hell.		
He	said,	“I’ll	take	that	and	I’ll	absorb	that.”	Christ	will	absorb	that	for	us	at	the	cross	and	in	return	for	the	mercy	and	the	
love	of	God	poured	out	on	us,	we	receive	that	and	the	only	thing	that	we	will	then	be	expected	to	do	is	live	in	obedience	
to	the	Lord.	We	don’t	pay	God	back.	

Paul	told	the	Romans,	in	Romans	11,	“Who	has	given	a	gift	to	God	that	he	might	be	repaid?”	113It’s	a	good	lesson	
to	learn.	So,	how	do	we	respond	to	God’s	gifts?	Well,	we	do	what	David	ultimately	does,	which	is	that	we	live	a	life	that	
points	in	every	way	to	the	glory,	and	the	power,	and	the	grace	of	the	Lord.	So,	when	you	are	in	a	season	of	victory	it’s	all	
about	Jesus.	When	you’re	in	a	season	of	turmoil	it’s	all	about	Jesus.	When	you	are	at	war	with	sin	and	temptation	it’s	all	
about	Jesus.	When	you	are	picking	yourself	up	after	a	season	of	defeat	it’s	all	about	Jesus.	We	live	lives	that	we	
continually	turn	toward	Christ.		

Remember	in	Psalm	51,	where	after	David	has	fallen	into	sexual	sin,	he	writes	that	beautiful	Psalm	where	he	
shows	us	exactly	what	repentance	looks	like.	He	says,	“Against	you	and	you	only	have	I	sinned	and	done	this	evil	in	your	
sight,	that	you	may	be	proved	just	when	you	speak	and	righteous	when	you	judge.”114	He	recognizes	that	he	can’t	pay	
God	back	for	His	goodness	any	more	than	he	can	earn	God’s	favor	out	of	his	badness.	By	grace	we	have	been	saved	
through	faith	and	it’s	a	gift	of	God,	not	of	works,	so	none	of	us	can	boast.	We	can’t	boast	over	what	we’ve	received	and	
we	also	can’t	pay	God	back	for	it.		

Some	of	you	tonight	have	lived	your	entire	lives	under	the	weight	of	someone	else’s	demands	and	expectations.	
Maybe	it	is	something	that	happened	when	you	were	a	kid.	You	had	a	dad	that	you	couldn’t	please	or	maybe	it	was	that	
you	didn’t	make	x,	y,	or	z	sports	team,	or	you	didn’t	get	into	that	college,	or	you	flunked	out,	or	you	didn’t	get	the	job	or	
the	promotion.	Whatever.	We	need	to	be,	every	one	of	us,	at	a	point	in	our	lives	where	what	defines	us	daily	is	the	
righteousness	of	Christ	that’s	been	given	to	us,	and	we	need	to	be	okay	that	we	can’t	pay	that	back.	It’s	a	gift	from	God.	

So,	David	wants	to	build	this	house	for	Lord.	First,	Nathan	says	he	can	do	it.	In	verse	3,	Nathan	says,	“Yeah,	that’ll	
be	great.	Go	for	it.	Do	whatever	you	want	to	do,	for	the	Lord	is	with	you.”	Then,	in	verse	4,	he	comes	back	the	next	day	
and	he’s	changed	his	mind.	

	
2	Samuel	7:4,	

4	But	that	same	night	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	Nathan,	5	“Go	and	tell	my	servant	David,	‘Thus	
says	the	Lord:	Would	you	build	me	a	house	to	dwell	in?	6	I	have	not	lived	in	a	house	since	the	day	I	brought	
up	the	people	of	Israel	from	Egypt	to	this	day,	but	I	have	been	moving	about	in	a	tent	for	my	dwelling.	7	In	
all	places	where	I	have	moved	with	all	the	people	of	Israel,	did	I	speak	a	word	with	any	of	the	judges	of	
Israel,	whom	I	commanded	to	shepherd	my	people	Israel,	saying,	“Why	have	you	not	built	me	a	house	of	
cedar?”’	
	
God	is	saying	to	David,	through	Nathan	the	prophet,	“Have	I	ever	asked	for	a	house?	Does	this	seem	like	

something	that	I	need.”	No,	the	system	that	was	in	place	had	been	fine.	It	was	a	system	that	God	authored	and	it	was	
okay.	So,	God	did	what	he	often	does	with	us	and	He	turned	it	around	and	said,	“No,	I	think	I’ll	build	you	a	house.”	

	
Verse	8,	

8	Now,	therefore,	thus	you	shall	say	to	my	servant	David,	‘Thus	says	the	Lord	of	hosts,	I	took	you	
from	the	pasture,	from	following	the	sheep,	that	you	should	be	prince	over	my	people	Israel.	
	
Isn’t	David’s	story	one	of	the	greatest	stories	ever?	He	was	this	shepherd	boy	from	rural,	country-bumpkin,	farm	

country.	His	family	herded	sheep	and	he	was	the	youngest	son.	Do	you	guys	remember	the	story	of	how	he	was	
anointed?	Think	in	your	mind	to	the	coronation	of	Saul.	Remember	in	1	Samuel	8,	the	people	had	been	under	judges	for	
years,	and	years,	and	years.	These	judges	had	ruled	and	the	people	would	serve	the	Lord	and	then	when	the	judge	
would	die	the	people	would	go	away	from	the	Lord.	So,	you	come	to	a	point	in	1	Samuel	8,	where	the	people	come	to	
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Samuel	and	tell	him	that	they	want	him	to	appoint	a	king	for	them.	Samuel	says,	“I’m	not	going	to	appoint	a	king.	Why	
do	you	want	me	to	appoint	a	king?	What’s	the	big	deal?”	Well,	we	know,	when	we	go	back	in	Scripture,	that	there	was	a	
provision	that	God	had	intended	to	bring	a	kingship	into	the	people	of	Israel.	Because,	in	Genesis	49,	Jacob	is	blessing	all	
of	his	sons,	and	he	looks	at	Judah,	and	he	says,	“The	scepter	will	not	depart	from	your	house.	You	will	basically	rule	over	
your	brothers	and	a	line	of	kings	will	come	from	your	house.”115	

So,	God	had	already	prophesied	that	there	would	be	a	kingdom	that	would	be	led	by	a	king	and	that	Israel	would	
be	governed	and	ruled	by	a	king.	Also,	in	Deuteronomy	17:17,	God	said	to	Moses,	and	Moses	said	to	the	people,	“When	
you	establish	a	king,	here’s	what	you	have	to	be	careful	about.	Do	not	establish	a	king	who	multiples	wives	and	
multiplies	gold.”	You’ve	heard	the	saying	that	‘power	corrupts’116.	God	is	saying	that	the	danger	with	an	earthly	king	is	
that	when	that	man	is	exalted	and	people	look	to	him	in	a	sort	of	worshipful	way,	and	they	put	him	on	a	throne	and	he	
starts	to	take	a	sort	of	demi-god	position—you	guys	know	that	in	pagan	cultures	and	even	in	certain	culture	today,	that	
kings	were	sort	of	viewed	as	deity.	You	saw	this	in	the	Roman	Empire	with	the	Caesars.	They	were	worshipped	as	gods.	
So,	God	warns	Moses	and	says	that	when	you	put	a	king	on	a	throne	that	you	need	to	be	careful	because	that	power	will	
tend	to	corrupt.	What	cannot	happen	is	that	king	cannot	multiply	wives,	and	multiply	gold,	and	chariots,	and	an	army,	
and	that	sort	of	thing.	God	has	made	provisions	for	a	king,	so	what	Samuel	does	is	he	warns	the	people.	He	says,	
repeating	God’s	warning,	“If	we	appoint	a	king	here	is	the	danger.	He’s	going	to	tax	you	people	to	death,	he’s	going	to	
take	money	from	you,	he’s	going	to	take	your	sons	and	daughters	and	inscript	them	into	the	military,	he’s	going	to	build	
harems,	and	he’s	going	to	take	multiple	wives.”	Samuel	prophetically	says,	“Here’s	what	Saul	is	going	to	do,”	and	we	
know	that	is	what	Saul	did.	

But,	when	we	take	a	step	back	and	look	through	the	lens	of	hindsight,	what	Samuel	is	doing	is	saying,	“This	is	a	
king	that	will	not	be	the	type	of	king	that	will	establish	an	eternal	kingdom	that	will	never	end.”	Saul	is	not	a	type	of	
Christ.	Saul	is	a	type	of	disobedience.	We	know	the	story.	He	is	tall	and	handsome.	He’s	way	taller	than	everybody	else	
and	the	people	say,	“That’s	the	man,	right	there.	He’ll	get	it	done.”117	

Have	you	ever	seen	someone	and	you’ve	thought	that	he	would	be	so	good	at	something	because	of	his	physical	
appearance?	I’ll	never	forget	watching	an	ultimate	fighting	thing.	The	one	guy	came	out	and	he	looked	like	Arnold	
Schwarzenegger	from	days	of	old.	He	was	a	tank	of	a	man	and	had	muscles	hanging	off	every	joint	of	his	body.	Then,	the	
other	dude	came	out	and	he	was	kind	of	pudgy	and	a	little	soft.	He	was	just	standing	there	kind	of	goofy	and	they	came	
to	the	middle	of	the	ring.	The	other	guy	was	staring	him	down	and	he	had	the	whole	look.	I	thought,	“I	know	who’s	going	
to	win	this	fight,”	but	what	happened	was	that	the	Gumby	fella	beat	the	tar	out	of	the	Arnold	dude.	You	realize	that	one	
of	the	early	lessons	you	learn,	at	least	in	athletics,	is	that	looks	can	be	very	deceiving.	A	lot	of	times,	people	take	a	
certain	look	or	characteristic	that	they	admire	and	they	say,	“Oh,	that	guy	would	be	really	good	at	this,”	or	“That	gal	
would	be	really	good	at	that.”	Even	as	Christians,	and	even	when	we	try	not	to	because	we	recognize	the	danger	in	it,	we	
take	characteristics	that	God	doesn’t	necessarily	find	himself	impressed	with,	and	we	elevate	people	based	on	those	
characteristics.	Don’t	we?	

We	watch	The	Voice118	at	my	house.	The	way	the	show	works,	if	you	don’t	know	anything	about	it,	is	that	at	the	
end	of	this	competition	where	they	are	trying	to	earn	a	contract,	in	the	last	stages	of	it,	they	are	staying	in	the	fight	
based	on	popular	demand.	Viewers	are	voting	on	them	and	inevitably	people	will	vote	for	the	contestant	they	find	most	
attractive.	It’s	a	proven	fact.	All	of	a	sudden,	how	good	this	person	sings	isn’t	the	winning	characteristic	or	quality;	it’s	
how	good	this	person	looks.	

You	see	it	happen	with	Saul.	They	elevate	this	guy	and	say	that	he	will	be	a	great	king	because	he	is	tall	and	has	
great	shoulders,	and	Saul	fails	miserably.	Saul	is	not	even	from	the	line	of	Judah.	They	don’t	pay	attention	to	Jacob’s	
prophecy.	This	guy	is	a	king	who	falls,	and	out	of	this	broken	kingdom	David,	as	a	type	of	Christ,	emerges	as	the	little	
shepherd	boy.	

Now,	I	want	to	be	careful	here,	so	listen,	church.	This	is	a	Bible	lesson.	There	is	a	difference	between	typology	
and	allegory,	okay?	There	are	certain	things,	when	we	study	the	life	of	David,	where	he	is	typological.	That	means	that	
there	are	parallels	in	David’s	life	that	point	us	straight	to	Jesus.	There	are	certain	things	in	David	as	a	person	and	as	a	
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character	where	he	is	a	forerunner	of	Jesus.	There	are	things	about	David	that	we	know	beyond	a	shadow	of	a	doubt,	
when	we	read	through	the	Psalms	and	Scripture,	that	are	pointing	us	to	Jesus.	

There	are	other	things	that	are	simply	allegorical.	Can	you	make	a	case	that	David	was	a	shepherd	boy	and	Jesus	
is	the	Good	Shepherd.	Yeah.	That’s	neat	and	that’s	awesome.	It’s	really	cool.	But	we	don’t	need	to	over	analyze	this	
thing.	The	big	picture	is	that	God	takes	this	little	boy	who	is	a	shepherd	in	the	middle	of	nowhere	and	He	raises	him	up	
out	of	nothing	to	establish	him	on	a	throne	that	is	the	most	powerful	throne	in	the	most	powerful	kingdom	in	the	world	
at	that	time.	But,	what	is	so	distinctive	about	David	isn’t	that	he’s	big,	and	strong,	or	whatever;	it’s	that	he	has	a	heart	
after	the	Lord.	He	wants	to	be	obedient	to	God	and	serve	the	Lord.	Ultimately,	David’s	life	will	continually	point	us	
forward	toward	the	coming	kingdom	that	will	be	ruled	by	a	king	called	Messiah,	the	Christ,	the	Anointed	One.	David’s	
life	is	to	point	us	to	Jesus.	

Saul’s	life	was	all	about	Saul.	David’s	life	was	all	about	Jesus.	David	lives	to	point	us	toward	Christ,	so	in	that	
sense	he	prefigures	Christ	and	he	is	a	type	of	Christ.	So,	in	2	Samuel	7,	when	we	read	that	God	took	David	from	leading	
his	sheep	in	the	pasture,	we	automatically	go	back	to	that	scene	in	1	Samuel	16,	when	David	is	out	in	the	field.	Do	you	
remember?	The	prophet	Samuel	has	to	sneak	over	to	Jesse’s	farm119	because	if	Saul	hears	about	it	Samuel	could	be	
executed.	This	is	like	high	treason	because	he	is	going	to	go	anoint	another	king.	So,	he	walks	down	the	line	of	all	of	
Jesse’s	sons.	He	goes	to	the	firstborn,	nope	not	him.	He	goes	to	the	second-born,	and	it’s	not	him.	He	goes	all	the	way	
down	to	the	least-born	son	and	it	follows	this	motif	that	we	saw	when	Spencer	talked	us	through	the	story	of	Cain	and	
Able	weeks	ago.	The	younger	son	tends	to	take	a	position	of	authority	over	the	younger	son.	God	takes	that	which	is	
least	and	He	makes	it	most.	So,	God	takes	David	and	establishes	a	throne	through	a	little	boy	who	was	a	shepherd	
tending	the	sheep	and	who	was	overlooked	by	everybody	else	in	the	family.	It’s	a	really	poetic	story	and	it’s	an	awesome	
story.	It’s	a	fantastic	story.	

That	scene	where	David	is	out	there	at	the	family	property	and	Samuel	is	pouring	the	oil	over	David’s	head	and	
it’s	dripping	down	his	face	and	off	of	his	beard	is	the	symbolic	pouring	out	of	the	Holy	Spirit	onto	David.	We	then	jump	
to	Psalm	51	where	David	cries	out	and	says,	“Don’t	take	your	Holy	Spirit	from	me.”	Is	he	praying	that	he	won’t	lose	his	
salvation	or	is	he	praying	that	he	won’t	lose	the	anointing	that	God	has	placed	on	his	life	that	points	people	to	the	
Messiah	who	is	coming?	He	doesn’t	want	to	lose	his	place	in	the	lineage	of	the	great	redemptive	story	of	the	Gospel.	
“Don’t	remove	me	as	you	removed	Saul.120	I	remember	the	smell	and	the	feel	of	that	oil	dripping	off	my	nose	and	my	
beard	as	Samuel	poured	that	flask	out.”	He	doesn’t	want	to	lose	that	or	be	taken	from	that.	He	wants	his	life	to	count	for	
the	Gospel.	He	doesn’t	want	his	life,	at	that	point,	to	count	for	the	accumulation	of	land,	or	wealth,	or	notoriety,	or	
fame.	That	little	boy	being	anointed	king	at	the	family	farm	would	point	us	to	a	Messiah	who	would	come	and	save	His	
people	from	their	sin.	

	
Verse	9,	

9	And	I	have	been	with	you	wherever	you	went	and	have	cut	off	all	your	enemies	from	before	you.	
And	I	will	make	for	you	a	great	name,	like	the	name	of	the	great	ones	of	the	earth.		
	
There	was	a	group	of	us	sitting	around	at	the	house	the	other	night.	Whenever	all	my	family	is	sitting	around	it’s	

a	group	of	us.	So,	it	was	our	clan	and	several	others,	and	I	asked	the	question,	“What’s	your	favorite	David	story?”	So,	
one	girl	said,	“David	and	Goliath,”	and	one	of	my	kids	was	like,	“Aw,	man,	I	was	going	to	pick	that	one.”	It’s	okay,	we	can	
all	have	the	same	favorite.	It’s	the	common	favorite	story	of	David.	

You	can	think	of	amazing	things	that	happened	throughout	his	life	that	are	really	awesome	stories,	but	that	
story	of	him	cutting	the	head	off	of	that	monster	of	a	man	just	sort	of	rings	in	the	heart	of	every	human.	You	may	have	
heard	us	talk	about	this,	but	the	problem	is	that	we	tend	to	make	that	story	more	about	personal	achievement.	It	
becomes	an	allegory	for	something	at	work,	“I’m	just	trying	to	climb	the	corporate	ladder	and	it’s	a	David	and	Goliath	
story.”	Or,	on	the	football	field	we	say,	“We’re	facing	the	giants	and	we	are	going	up	against	this	great	team	that’s	so	
much	bigger	than	us.	They’re	Goliath	and	we’re	David	and	we’ve	gotta	win.”	Or,	you	know	the	kid	who	has	the	big	test	
the	next	day	and	it’s	more	than	she	can	handle.	She’s	studied	but	she’s	just	not	ready	and	it’s	a	David	and	Goliath	
moment.	But,	the	reality	is,	when	we	read	the	Bible	we	tend	to	read	it	in	such	a	way	that	it	becomes	a	sort	of	self-help	
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for	us;	but	the	Bible	is	first	and	foremost	telling	us	the	Gospel	story	from	end	to	end.	That’s	what	this	study	that	we	are	
going	through	is	all	about.		

So,	in	the	story	of	David	in	Goliath,	in	verse	9;	let	me	read	it	again.	
2	Samuel	7:9,	

“I	have	been	with	you	wherever	you	went	and	have	cut	off	all	your	enemies	from	before	you.	And	I	
will	make	for	you	a	great	name,	like	the	name	of	the	great	ones	of	the	earth.”	
	
In	our	minds,	we	go	straight	to	the	story	of	David	and	Goliath,	when	David	walks	out	onto	the	battlefield,	and	he	

goes	and	slays	the	enemy	of	the	Israelites.	This	is	where	we	have	to	be	careful	in	terms	of	typology	versus	allegory	
because	there	are	all	kinds	of	things	happening.	I’ve	heard	sermons	where	guys	talk	about	what	each	of	the	five	stones	
represented.	Well,	he	only	used	one.	Then,	some	say	it	didn’t	kill	him,	but	maybe	it	did.	Scripture	says	it	killed	him	but	
some	people	debate	that.	Did	the	cutting	off	of	his	head	actually	kill	him?	We	have	to	be	careful	that	we	don’t	make	
them	the	“Five	Stones	of	Happy	Christian	Living”	or	the	“Five	Stones	of	Conquering	Addictions	and	Demons	in	Your	Life.”	
There	is	a	certain	typology	that	plays	out	in	the	story	of	David	and	it	is	simply	this.	What	we	see	in	the	story	of	David	and	
Goliath	is	a	nation	of	people	were	oppressed	by	an	enemy	that	they	were	too	scared	to	conquer.	They	were	too	scared	
to	overcome	and	their	faith	was	not	strong	enough	and	they	needed	a	deliver.	One	then	steps	forward	who	has	full	
confidence	in	the	ability	of	God	to	deliver	them.	We	would	then	be	represented	by	the	Israelite	armies	cowering	in	the	
corner	and	the	Philistines	would	be	representative	of	the	enemy	of	the	cross;	sin,	and	slavery	to	sin,	and	our	enemies	in	
this	world	and	the	system	that	is	working	against	the	life	of	the	believer.	What	David	does	is	he	gives	us	a	messianic	
picture	of	a	deliverer	who	frees	his	people	from	their	conquering	enemies,	and	it	gloriously	points	us	to	the	Gospel.	

It’s	not	about	winning	a	football	game;	it’s	just	not.	It’s	not.	Let	me	give	you	a	verse	for	your	football	game:	
“Whether	you	eat	or	drink,	or	whatever	you	do,	do	it	all	to	the	glory	of	God.”121	Whatever	you	do,	go	full	bore	and	give	it	
your	best,	because	everything	that	we	do	reflects	onto	Christ.	It	reflects	onto	Christ.	Work	productivity,	or	whether	you	
cheat	on	your	taxes,	or	if	you	are	the	person	who	is	known	at	the	office	as	the	one	who	cheats	your	way	out	of	hours	of	
work	a	day,	or	if	you’ve	figured	out	a	system	where	you	can	cheat	the	system—we	should	live	lives	in	terms	of	our	
testimony	to	reflect	Christ.	

So,	David	has	been	given	this	great	victory	and	he’s	been	given	this	great	name	like	the	names	of	the	great	ones	
on	the	Earth.	We	know	his	name	was	great	because	the	people	wrote	folk	songs	about	him;	“Saul	has	slain	his	thousands	
and	David	his	tens	of	thousands.”122	He	became	very	famous.	

	
Verse	10,	

10	And	I	will	appoint	a	place	for	my	people	Israel	and	will	plant	them,	so	that	they	may	dwell	in	
their	own	place	and	be	disturbed	no	more.	And	violent	men	shall	afflict	them	no	more,	as	formerly,	11	from	
the	time	that	I	appointed	judges	over	my	people	Israel.	And	I	will	give	you	rest	from	all	your	enemies.	
Moreover,	the	Lord	declares	to	you	that	the	Lord	will	make	you	a	house.		
	
Okay,	now	listen	to	this.	In	verses	12	and	13	in	particular,	here	is	where	we	see	the	covenant	that	God	makes	

with	David	take	a	Messianic	shape	and	point	toward	Christ	in	terms	of	the	covenant	of	the	kingdom	that	He	is	going	to	
establish.	

	
12	When	your	days	are	fulfilled	and	you	lie	down	with	your	fathers,	I	will	raise	up	your	offspring	

after	you,	who	shall	come	from	your	body,	and	I	will	establish	his	kingdom.		
	
Who	is	He	talking	about?	It	seems	like	He’s	talking	about	Solomon,	for	sure.	So	there	is	an	immediate	application	

to	the	word	‘offspring.’	Because	we	know	that	Solomon	becomes	the	next	king	in	line,	don’t	we?	So,	we	know	He’s	
talking	about	Solomon.	Further,	in	verse	13,	we	know	that	He’s	talking	about	Solomon	because	God	says,		

	
“13	He	shall	build	a	house	for	my	name.”		
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We	know	that	Solomon	is	the	one	who	built	the	Temple	for	the	Lord.	
	

“…and	I	will	establish	the	throne	of	his	kingdom	forever.”	
	
Time	out.	Was	Solomon’s	throne	established	forever?	Solomon’s	specifically?	No,	Solomon	died.	He	is	not	still	

living	presently	on	the	Earth.	He’s	living	eternally;	we	know	that.	So,	you	start	to	see	this	deep	meaning	of	the	word	
‘offspring.’	We’ve	talked	about	this	several	times,	with	the	story	of	Abraham	and	going	all	the	way	back	to	the	story	of	
Cain	and	Able	and	the	redemption	that	came	through	the	seed	of	the	woman.	‘Offspring’	is	referring	immediately	to	
Solomon	and	certain	things	that	would	be	fulfilled	in	him,	and	then	it’s	looking	forward	to	the	lineage	and	the	line	of	
Christ.	Because,	as	God	in	Genesis	49	had	prophesied,	there	will	come	a	line	and	a	scepter	in	the	house	of	Judah	that	will	
not	end.	It	would	flow	through	the	kingdom	of	David	and	straight	to	the	Gospel	and	the	cross	of	Christ	and	at	the	cross	a	
kingdom	will	be	established	that	is	forever	and	that	has	no	end.	Enthroned	will	be	a	King	who	is	forever	and	who	not	
only	have	no	end	but	who	had	no	beginning.	In	fact,	David,	writing	in	Psalm	110,	a	Messianic	psalm,	says	we	will	not	only	
have	a	King	who	will	live	forever	but	we	will	have	a	Priest	in	the	order	of	Melchizedek	who	is	bigger	than	the	Levitical	
priesthood,	who	is	bigger	than	church,	bigger	than	synagogues,	who	absolutely	supersedes	time.	We	have	a	King,	who	is	
a	Priest,	who	is	a	Prophet,	and	who	has	fulfilled	all	those	roles,	and	God	is	speaking	to	David	and	He	is	saying,	“You	are	
going	to	have	a	son	who	is	going	to	sit	on	the	throne	but	there	is	going	to	be	a	greater	throne	sat	on	by	a	greater	Son	
who	is	going	to	come	through	your	line	and	I	will	establish	my	covenant	with	him	forever.”	Forever.	

	
Verse	14,	

“14	I	will	be	to	him	a	father,	and	he	shall	be	to	me	a	son.	When	he	commits	iniquity,	I	will	discipline	
him	with	the	rod	of	men,	with	the	stripes	of	the	sons	of	men,”	
	
What’s	He	saying?	We	know	Solomon’s	iniquity,	so	in	the	immediate	context	we	know	that	Solomon	sinned	

against	God,	but	I	cannot	help….listen	to	this,	
	

“14	I	will	be	to	him	a	father,	and	he	shall	be	to	me	a	son.	When	he	commits	iniquity,	I	will	discipline	
him	with	the	rod	of	men,	with	the	stripes	of	the	sons	of	men,	15	but	my	steadfast	love	will	not	depart	from	
him,	as	I	took	it	from	Saul,	whom	I	put	away	from	before	you.”	
	
He’s	saying,	“This	son	of	yours	who	is	going	to	sit	on	the	throne	is	going	to	mess	up.	I’m	going	to	deal	with	his	sin	

and	iniquity.”	But,	how	does	God	ultimately	deal	with	Solomon’s	sin?	He	lays	it	on	Christ.	The	ultimate	Son	of	David	goes	
to	the	cross	and	He’s	the	one	who	pays	for	Solomon’s	sin.	Solomon	deals	with	immediate	repercussions.	

We’ve	all	lived	this	out	in	our	Christian	lives,	where	you	deal	with	the	repercussions	of	your	sin	and	there	are	
consequences	to	your	actions—an	attitude,	a	word,	an	affair,	something	that	you	did,	or	something	that	broke	
confidence	with	the	people	you	should	be	most	entrusted	to.	There	are	consequences	to	our	actions	but	ultimately	our	
iniquity	is	laid	on	Christ.	Praise	the	Lord!	The	prophet,	Isaiah,	talked	about	it,	“On	Him	was	laid	the	iniquity	of	us	all.123”	
God	is	saying	to	David	that	there	is	a	hope	that	is	greater	than	an	earthly	throne,	greater	than	an	earthly	temple,	greater	
than	an	earthly	kingdom,	and	that	hope	will	run	through	your	line	but	will	be	met	at	the	cross,	declared	to	the	world,	
accomplished	through	the	resurrection,	and	insured	through	the	exalted	throne	of	Jesus	by	which	He	will	rule	and	reign	
forever,	and	ever,	and	ever,	in	a	kingdom	that	will	not	end,	so	that	in	Revelation	1:5	He	would	be	called	the	King	of	all	
the	kings	of	the	Earth.	Amen!	That’s	the	kingdom	He’s	talking	about.		

It’s	bigger	than	what’s	going	to	happen	to	my	kids	and	my	grandkids.	Some	of	you	are	freaking	out	thinking	that	
the	wrong	candidate	might	become	the	next	President.	I	had	a	conversation	with	a	family	member,	whom	I	will	not	
name,	and	literally,	this	was	the	posture,	the	wringing	of	hands,	and	“I	just	don’t	know	what	we	are	going	to	do	if	so-
and-so	gets	elected	President.”	It’s	going	to	be	okay.	Imagine	what	a	mama	in	North	Korea	is	thinking	about	raising	her	
kid	that	she’s	just	given	birth	to,	“In	the	nurture	and	the	admonition	of	the	Lord.”	The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	will	thrive,	
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will	never	stop	thriving,	and	will	never	be	stopped.	The	ship	of	Zion	has	sailed	and	will	not	return	to	port	and	the	gates	of	
Hell	will	not	prevail	against	it.	

The	enemies	of	this	kingdom	will	fall.	In	fact,	David	writes	about	it	furthermore,	in	Psalm	110.	Let	me	read	that	
again.	Zach	read	it	earlier	in	our	call	to	worship.	Listen	to	this.	Psalm	110—a	Messianic	Psalm,	

	
“The	Lord	says	to	my	Lord:	
				“Sit	at	my	right	hand,	
until	I	make	your	enemies	your	footstool.”	
2	The	Lord	sends	forth	from	Zion	
				your	mighty	scepter.	
				Rule	in	the	midst	of	your	enemies!	
3	Your	people	will	offer	themselves	freely	
				on	the	day	of	your	power,	
				in	holy	garments;	
from	the	womb	of	the	morning,	
				the	dew	of	your	youth	will	be	yours.	
4	The	Lord	has	sworn	
				and	will	not	change	his	mind,	
“You	are	a	priest	forever	
				after	the	order	of	Melchizedek.”	
5	The	Lord	is	at	your	right	hand;	
				he	will	shatter	kings	on	the	day	of	his	wrath.	
6	He	will	execute	judgment	among	the	nations,	
				filling	them	with	corpses;	
he	will	shatter	chiefs	
				over	the	wide	earth.	
7	He	will	drink	from	the	brook	by	the	way;	
				therefore	he	will	lift	up	his	head.	

	
Additionally,	listen	to	what	David	says	in	Psalm	2,	
	

“Why	do	the	nations	rage	
				and	the	peoples	plot	in	vain?	
2	The	kings	of	the	earth	set	themselves,	
				and	the	rulers	take	counsel	together,	
				against	the	Lord	and	against	his	Anointed,	saying,	
3	“Let	us	burst	their	bonds	apart	
				and	cast	away	their	cords	from	us.”	
4	He	who	sits	in	the	heavens	laughs;	
				the	Lord	holds	them	in	derision.	
5	Then	he	will	speak	to	them	in	his	wrath,	
				and	terrify	them	in	his	fury,	saying,	
6	“As	for	me,	I	have	set	my	King	
				on	Zion,	my	holy	hill.”	

	
He’s	talking	about	the	kings	of	the	Earth	who	are	working	against	the	work	of	the	Gospel.	When	we	talk	about	

the	world	as	being	the	enemy	of	the	Gospel	it	is	the	idea	that	there	is	a	system	in	this	world	that	is	working	against	the	
advance	of	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	So,	that’s	what	he’s	talking	about.		

	
“I	will	tell	of	the	decree:	
The	Lord	said	to	me,	“You	are	my	Son;	
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				today	I	have	begotten	you.	
8	Ask	of	me,	and	I	will	make	the	nations	your	heritage,…”	

	
Hold	up.	Let	me	read	this	again.	
	

“The	Lord	said	to	me,	“You	are	my	Son;	
				today	I	have	begotten	you.	
8	Ask	of	me,	and	I	will	make	the	nations	your	heritage,	
				and	the	ends	of	the	earth	your	possession.	

	
Seven	hundred	years	before	Jesus	stands	on	a	hill	and	says	to	a	group	of	disciples,	“Go	to	the	ends	of	the	Earth	

and	make	disciples	of	all	men	and	teach	them	everything	that	I’ve	commended	you,	and	I’ll	be	with	you	when	you	do	
it,”124	–	seven	hundred	fifty	years	before	Jesus	looks	dead	in	the	face	of	those	twelve	gathered	in	a	circle	just	before	He	
is	executed,	He	says,	“Before	the	end	comes	this	Gospel	will	reach	the	ends	of	the	Earth.”	He	is	proclaiming	a	Gospel	
that	has	already	been	proclaimed	in	David,	in	Psalm	2,	where	he	says,	

	
“I	will	make	the	ends	of	the	earth	your	possession.	
9	You	shall	break	them	with	a	rod	of	iron	
				and	dash	them	in	pieces	like	a	potter's	vessel.”	
10	Now	therefore,	O	kings,	be	wise;	
				be	warned,	O	rulers	of	the	earth.	
11	Serve	the	Lord	with	fear,	
				and	rejoice	with	trembling.	
12	Kiss	the	Son,	
				lest	he	be	angry,	and	you	perish	in	the	way,	
				for	his	wrath	is	quickly	kindled.	
Blessed	are	all	who	take	refuge	in	him.”	
	

You	have	so	many	Psalms	where	David	makes	reference	to	the	coming	Messiah,	the	King,	and	the	kingdom	that	
won’t	end.	

I	love	it	when	he	says,	“Kiss	the	Son.”	What’s	he	saying?	Receive	the	Gospel.	Put	your	faith	and	your	trust	in	this	
Lord,	and	be	a	part	of	this	kingdom,	and	worship	this	God.	

	
Verse	16,	

“’16	And	your	house	and	your	kingdom	shall	be	made	sure	forever	before	me.	Your	throne	shall	be	
established	forever.’”	17	In	accordance	with	all	these	words,	and	in	accordance	with	all	this	vision,	Nathan	
spoke	to	David.”	
	
Listen	elsewhere	how	David	writes	in	the	Psalms	about	the	throne	of	God.	
	

Psalm	45:6,	
“Your	throne,	O	God,	is	forever	and	ever.	
				The	scepter	of	your	kingdom	is	a	scepter	of	uprightness.”	
	
Psalm	93:2,	
“Your	throne	is	established	from	of	old;	
				you	are	from	everlasting.”	
	
Psalm	123:1,	
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“To	you	I	lift	up	my	eyes,	
				O	you	who	are	enthroned	in	the	heavens!”	
	
Psalm	121:2,	
“My	help	comes	from	the	Lord,	
				who	made	heaven	and	earth.”	
	
Psalm	134:3,	
“May	the	Lord	bless	you	from	Zion,	
				he	who	made	heaven	and	earth!”	
	
Psalm	47:2,	
“For	the	Lord,	the	Most	High,	is	to	be	feared,	
				a	great	king	over	all	the	earth.”	
	
Psalm	29:10,	
“The	Lord	sits	enthroned	over	the	flood;	
				the	Lord	sits	enthroned	as	king	forever.”	
	
Psalm	115:3,	
“Our	God	is	in	the	heavens;	
				he	does	all	that	he	pleases.”	
	
Psalm	135:6,	
“Whatever	the	Lord	pleases,	he	does,	
				in	heaven	and	on	earth,	
				in	the	seas	and	all	deeps.”	
	
In	that	final	prophetic	revelation	that	we	read	in	Scripture,	listen	to	what	the	Word	of	God	says	in	

Revelation	19:6,	
“Then	I	heard	what	seemed	to	be	the	voice	of	a	great	multitude,	like	the	roar	of	many	waters	and	

like	the	sound	of	mighty	peals	of	thunder,	crying	out,	
“Hallelujah!	
For	the	Lord	our	God	
				the	Almighty	reigns.”	
	
Revelation	15:3,	
“And	they	sing	the	song	of	Moses,	the	servant	of	God,	and	the	song	of	the	Lamb,	saying,	
“Great	and	amazing	are	your	deeds,	
				O	Lord	God	the	Almighty!	
Just	and	true	are	your	ways,	
				O	King	of	the	nations!”	
	
Revelation	4:2,	
“At	once	I	was	in	the	Spirit,	and	behold,	a	throne	stood	in	heaven,	with	one	seated	on	the	throne.”	
	
Revelation	20:11,	
“Then	I	saw	a	great	white	throne	and	him	who	was	seated	on	it.	From	his	presence	earth	and	sky	

fled	away,	and	no	place	was	found	for	them.”	
	
And	Revelation	4:11,	
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““Worthy	are	you,	our	Lord	and	God,	
				to	receive	glory	and	honor	and	power,	
for	you	created	all	things,	
				and	by	your	will	they	existed	and	were	created.”	

	
That’s	the	King	we	serve.	That’s	the	throne	we	stand	before.	“Before	the	throne	of	God	above	we	have	a	strong	

and	mighty	plea;	a	great	high	priest	whose	name	is	love,	who	ever	lives	and	pleads	for	me.”125	
	
Have	you	ever	been	at	a	point	in	your	life	where	you	just	wish	somebody	would	speak	up	for	you,	somebody	

would	go	to	bat	for	you,	somebody	would	take	up	for	you,	somebody	would	care	about	you,	somebody	would	plead	
your	case,	somebody	would	plead	your	cause?	You	have	a	High	Priest	in	the	order	of	Melchizedek	who	has	pled	your	
cause	before	the	throne	of	God	and	who	has	given	you	His	righteousness,	and	who	has	said	that	you	stand	pure,	
undefiled,	unfading	in	glory	forever	and	ever,	before	a	throne	on	which	is	seated	a	King,	who	has	no	end	to	His	kingdom.	
That’s	the	God	we	serve.	He	doesn’t	just	sit	on	a	throne	at	a	distance	sort	of	ruling	over	people.	He	advocates	for	us	and	
He	gives	us	His	Spirit.	It’s	a	kingdom	that	will	never	end.	

Christian,	the	hope	that	we	have	in	this	is	greater	than	the	most	despairing	moment	that	you	will	face	this	week.	
The	most	desperate	moment,	or	financial	strain,	or	that	voice	from	your	past	addiction	that’s	calling	your	name,	when	
you	wake	up	in	cold	sweats	because	you	keep	having	that	same	night	terror	of	the	abuse	that	occurred	twenty	years	
ago—let	me	tell	you	something.	There	is	a	King	who	is	alleviating	the	weight,	not	only	of	your	sin,	but	He’s	alleviating	the	
weight	of	the	sin	of	this	world	so	that	there	is	going	to	be	a	day	when	we	rule	and	reign	with	Christ	forever.	There	won’t	
even	be	a	Sun,	young	people.	We	won’t	have	sunshine	in	Heaven	because	we	won’t	need	a	sun.	The	brightness	of	His	
glory	will	fill	the	Earth	and	He	will	be	the	Son	in	a	day	that	never	ends.	

David’s	life	was	not	lived	so	that	we	could	learn	how	to	“defeat	the	giants”	in	our	lives.	David’s	life	was	lived,	his	
kingdom	existed,	his	throne	was	established,	and	his	writings	were	written	to	point	to	a	kingdom,	a	God,	a	Lord,	a	King,	
and	a	throne	that	have	no	ending.	But,	what’s	so	magnificent	about	that	throne	is	that	King	has	never	failed	us.	In	fact,	
He	left	that	throne,	humbled	himself,	and	became	obedient	to	death	on	a	cross	so	that	Christ	would	take	your	sin	and	
my	sin.	He	came	to	rescue	people	who	are	poor,	and	powerless,	and	incapable,	and	unable	to	save	themselves.	He	came	
to	rescue	those	who	have	been	abused,	those	who	are	forlorn,	those	who	are	destitute,	and	those	who	have	been	in	
spiritual	poverty	all	of	their	lives	to	rescue	us	from	that	and	to	give	us	His	righteousness.	

By	grace	are	you	saved	through	faith.	Not	of	works.	You	can’t	do	it	by	yourself.	It’s	a	gift	of	God.	We	can’t	
boast.126	We	are	the	recipients	of	the	greatest	gift,	from	the	greatest	King	that	will	ever	be.	Praise	the	Lord!	

	
Lord, I pray that as you take your Word and you open our hearts to it, that you’ll help us understand 

the magnitude of your sacrifice in leaving the throne that is rightfully yours, not thinking that equality with 
God is something to be grasped, but humbling yourself you were obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Lord, we thank you for that and we thank you, Lord Jesus, that you are our intercessor, you are our 
mediator, and you are our advocate. You have pled our cause. You have made us righteous. God, I pray for 
people here tonight who don’t feel righteous and who don’t feel worthy. I pray for anybody here that maybe 
doesn’t have a relationship with you. Their whole lives they have been trying to earn your favor and feel 
better about themselves with positive thinking and positive living. I pray that tonight you would reveal 
through your Word that we can never earn your favor. We have to receive your favor. It’s a gift of grace, not 
of works. Thank you, Lord, that through your blood, not only is your throne established forever but freedom 
from sin is established forever. Our righteousness is established forever and your kingdom will never end.  

David’s kingdom ended. Solomon’s kingdom ended. In fact, as we will see in a few weeks, the 
kingdom of Israel came to an end for a couple of millennia. But, Lord, you are establishing a kingdom that 
will never end, and I thank you for that. I pray that we would live today as obedient sons and daughters. 
Amen. 

	

																																																													
125	Lyrics	from	Before	the	Throne	of	God	Above;	Songwriters	Vikki	Cook	&	Charitie	Lees	Bancroft;	Published	by	Sovereign	Grace	Worship	
126	Ephesians	2:9	
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Amen!!	He	will	reign	forever.	You	serve	a	king	who	will	never,	ever,	ever,	ever	be	unseated;	ever,	ever.	That	
doesn’t	exist	anywhere	else	in	humanity.	There’s	nothing	else	that	will	reign	forever.	In	the	animal	kingdom	the	lion	gets	
old	and	his	teeth	fall	out.	In	the	world	of	sports	the	great	champions	lose	a	step	and	get	dethroned.	You	can	make	as	
many	analogies	to	real	life	as	you	want	to,	but	no	earthly	kingdom	reigns	forever.	How	long	was	the	Roman	Empire	in	
place?	It	went	six	or	seven	centuries	at	full	power.	Have	you	noticed	Italy	lately?	It’s	a	great	place	to	live	and	a	great	
place	to	visit	but	they	are	not	the	world	empire.	Because,	all	kingdoms	of	the	Earth	will	come	to	an	end	but	there	is	a	
kingdom	that	will	never	end	and	we	serve,	and	worship,	and	praise	that	King,	who	sits	on	that	throne.	I’m	excited	about	
that.	

I	hope	you	guys	have	an	awesome	week.	I	hope	all	of	us	will	be	faithful	to	share	the	Gospel	with	friends,	
neighbors,	coworkers,	and	classmates.		

Also,	I’m	really	excited	about	what	the	Lord	is	doing	through	so	many	families	who	are	fostering	and	adopting.	
We	have	international	adoptions	going	on	and	we	have	people	fostering	locally.	We	have	people	who	are	fostering	
domestically	outside	of	this	area.	It’s	just	awesome	to	see	what	God	is	doing.	But,	we	don’t	want	to	get	comfortable.	
Some	of	you	guys	could	be	guardian	ad	litems127.	Maybe	you	can’t	bring	a	kid	into	your	home	but	you	can	do	that.	You	
need	to	pray	about	that.	I	feel	like	that	is	an	area	where	our	church	could	really	serve	the	community.	I	couldn’t	do	it	
because	you	have	to	be	organized,	administrative,	and	smart.	I	think	you	also	need	to	control	your	emotions	when	you	
get	in	a	court	of	law,	so	I’ve	kind	of	been	ruled	out	of	that	position.	I’m	looking	at	some	other	options	but	for	some	of	
you	it	would	be	great.	It’s	pretty	cool	that	this	Tuesday,	DSS	is	going	to	be	having	their	panel	meeting	here	in	this	
building.	Several	of	the	Red	Oak	folks	are	going	to	be	here	and	serving	them.	So,	it’s	neat	the	way	the	Lord	has	given	us	
favor	with	the	county	and	we	want	to	continue	to	work	that	relationship	and	also	the	ones	with	Graham	and	Clay	
counties.	We	want	to	work	with	the	surrounding	counties,	too,	and	we	have	people	from	both	of	those	counties	who	are	
part	of	our	church.	So,	be	aware	and	be	excited.	

Tonight’s	doxology	and	benediction	will	come	from	Jude.		
	
Jude	24-25,	

“Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	keep	you	from	stumbling	and	to	present	you	blameless	before	the	
presence	of	his	glory	with	great	joy,	25	to	the	only	God,	our	Savior,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	be	glory,	
majesty,	dominion,	and	authority,	before	all	time	and	now	and	forever.	Amen.”

																																																													
127	http://www.nccourts.org/Citizens/GAL/		





115	
	

November	22,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Daniel	
Brody	Holloway	
	

The	way	that	you	deal	with	financial	conflict,	or	the	loss	of	a	job,	or	the	loss	of	a	family	member,	or	physical	
illness,	or	whatever,	especially	you	Christian	young	people;	the	best	witnessing	tool	you	have	at	school	is	to	just	be	
someone	who	reflects	thanks	toward	the	Lord	for	your	salvation.	On	your	worst	day,	God	has	saved	you	and	redeemed	
you	from	sin.	You	are	not	going	to	Hell,	you	are	not	carrying	your	own	cross,	you	are	not	bearing	the	weight	of	your	own	
sin,	and	we	are	not	under	condemnation.	We	are	free	from	all	of	that.	

	
“There	is	therefore,	now,	(zero)	no	condemnation	for	those	of	us	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus.”128	

	
In	all	things	we	can	give	thanks	knowing	that.	In	all	things.	
I’ve	hit	the	age	in	life	where	I	think	about	death,	I	think	about	illness,	I	think	about	‘is	that	a	lump	in	my	neck’	or	

‘why	does	that	bone	hurt’,	‘is	that	normal	or	is	that	cancer’?	You	start	thinking	things	like	that.	Maybe	you	have	lost	
loved	ones	or	family	members	where	you	have	walked	through	that.	Every	time	you	go	through	difficulty	it	sort	of	
shapes	the	way	you	view	the	world	and	life.	As	Christians,	we	have	a	hope	that’s	eternal.	That	last	song129	is	straight	out	
of	the	doxology	at	the	end	of	the	book	of	Jude.	There	is	a	king	that	we	serve	who	sits	on	a	throne	that	will	be	forever,	
and	ever,	and	ever.	We	looked	at	that	last	week.	Praise	the	Lord	for	that	and	enjoy	Thanksgiving	and	let’s	reflect	Christ	
in	the	way	that	we	do	this	week.	It’s	easy	to	get	sloppy	with	our	Christianity	in	these	seasons,	especially	if	you	have	
family	tension.	Some	of	you	know	that	Thursday130	is	going	to	be	a	strain,	a	stress,	and	a	test	of	your	patience,	because	
you	are	going	to	have	to	be	around	that	one	brother-in-law,	or	your	whole	family	is	dysfunctional,	or	so-and-so	is	going	
through	a	divorce,	or	whatever.	Whatever.	Be	the	light	of	the	Gospel	who	has	something	greater	to	give	thanks	for	than	
the	greatness	of	American	freedom,	which	I	am	so	thankful	for.	God	has	shed	His	grace	on	this	nation.	But,	the	fact	is	
that	we	are	out	from	under	condemnation,	right?	

So,	Daniel	2.	As	we	have	walked	through	the	Old	Testament,	everything	is	pointing	us	to	Christ.	That	is	where	we	
are	at.	If	you	are	visiting	with	us,	we	have	done	an	overview	of	the	big	stories	of	the	Old	Testament.	One	of	the	things	in	
my	Christian	life	as	an	adult,	as	a	grown	man—I	came	to	faith	in	Jesus	when	I	was	about	nineteen	years	old.	I	had	grown	
up	in	church	like	a	lot	of	Bible	Belt	people.	I	grew	up	in	church,	and	I	don’t	know	that	I’ve	ever	shared	much	of	my	
testimony	with	the	church,	but	I	went	to	church	every	week	and	I	was	very	faithful	because	I	had	to	be	faithful.	Maybe	
that	is	the	story	of	some	of	you.	I	was	always	there.	I	said	a	prayer	and	walked	down	the	aisle	and	got	baptized	a	couple	
of	times,	I	think.	We	were	Baptists,	so	if	it	worked	once	we	just	kept	on	dunking.	We	would	get	it	right	at	one	point	or	
another.	So,	I	was	nineteen	when	the	Gospel	grabbed	hold	of	me,	rather	than	me	grabbing	hold	of	it.	When	Jesus	got	me	
instead	of	me	trying	to	latch	onto	Him.	He	ransomed	me.	He	redeemed	me.	He	rescued	me.	

One	of	the	things	early	in	my	growth	as	a	Christian	is	I	realized	that	I	have	this	huge	wealth	of	Bible	knowledge	
that	is	just	factual	because	I	grew	up	being	in	Sunday	School	and	Sunday	morning	church	every	week,	and	on	Sunday	
evenings	we	had	this	thing	called	Training	Union,	which	if	you	were	a	good	Baptist	in	the	Bible	Belt	that’s	how	it	worked.	
It	was	like	Sunday	evening	Sunday	School.	Sunday	evening	couldn’t	be	outdone	by	Sunday	morning	church-going.	Then	
we	had	main	church	on	Sunday	evening,	so	that	was	four	times	on	Sunday.	Then,	on	Wednesday	night	we	had	church.	
So,	I	grew	up	constantly	in	church	and	I	had	accumulated	a	lot	of	Bible	knowledge,	but	I	didn’t	understand	anything	
more	than	the	moralism	of	each	story.	I	could	tell	you	that	the	moral	of	the	story	of	Daniel	in	the	lion’s	den	was	to	be	
faithful	to	the	Lord	even	when	nobody	else	was	being	faithful	to	the	Lord.	That’s	part	of	the	story,	certainly,	and	we	
talked	last	week	about	David	and	Goliath	and	how	there	was	more	to	that	story	than	facing	the	giants	in	your	life.	It’s	
not	about	a	football	game	or	something	that	you	are	facing	in	life	that	seems	too	big	to	overcome.	It’s	about	the	Gospel.	
So,	as	a	young	Christian	all	of	these	stories	sort	of	exploded	in	my	life.	God	took	me	through	a	season	of	three	or	four	
years,	that	was	so	gracious,	where	everything	came	to	new	life	for	me.	

																																																													
128	Romans	8:1	
129	“Jude	Doxology”	by	Ghost	Ship;	words	by	Cam	Huxford;	2013	Mars	Hill	Music	
130	Thanksgiving	Day	
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So,	what	we	are	trying	to	do	in	this	series	is	take	those	stories	that	we	are	so	familiar	with	and	bring	those	to	
light,	so	that	we	see	the	Gospel	on	display	in	the	story	of	Abraham	and	Isaac,	and	so	we	see	the	Gospel	on	display	in	the	
story	of	David	and	Goliath,	and	so	that	we	see	it	in	Cain	and	Able,	and	so	on	and	so	forth.	So,	tonight,	we	come	to	the	life	
of	this	man	named	Daniel.	The	book	is	chopped	up	in	a	kind	of	crazy	way.	If	you	study	through	the	book	of	Daniel	it	is	
chopped	up	because	there	are	two	different	world	powers	that	Daniel	is	written	under.	Daniel	writes	as	a	young	man	
under	the	Babylonian	empire	and	as	an	old	man	under	the	Persian	empire,	and	a	lot	happens	on	the	historical	stage	
during	the	writing	of	the	book	of	Daniel.	There	is	also	a	lot	of	controversial	prophecy	in	Daniel	that	people	can’t	agree	
on.	When	you	are	looking	forward	and	you	are	studying	Revelation	or	you	are	studying	certain	portions	of	the	book	of	
Daniel,	particularly	like	chapter	9,	you	are	seeing	this	forward-looking	prophecy	where	people	disagree	on	what	it	might	
mean.	Some	people	try	to	explain	it	using	animation,	or	charts,	or	timelines,	or	whatever,	but	one	thing	that	we	can	
learn	from	Daniel’s	life	is	that	the	Lord	Jesus	is	faithful	and	He	is	building	a	kingdom	that	will	never	end.	That’s	what	we	
want	to	look	at	tonight.	We	are	not	going	to	get	into	a	bunch	of	prophecy	interpretation	or	if	the	mark	of	the	Beast	is	
going	to	be	a	tattoo	or	a	computer	chip.	It’s	not	going	to	be	about	when	the	Rapture	happens.	What	we	want	to	learn	
from	Daniel’s	life	is	that	there	is	a	kingdom	that	will	be	established	that	we	now	know	is	being	established	and	that	will	
never	end.	

We	ended	last	week	looking	at	David,	where	David,	as	a	king,	looked	forward	to	a	kingdom	where	there	was	a	
throne	on	which	would	sit	a	King	who	would	be	enthroned	forever.	We	know	that	King	was	Jesus.	So,	last	week	David	
pointed	us	forward	to	a	King	who	would	never	leave	the	throne,	who	would	reign	forever,	and	ever,	and	ever.	What	
Daniel	is	going	to	do	is	point	to	a	kingdom;	the	kingdom	over	which	that	King	rules,	and	then	that	kingdom	rules	over	all	
other	kingdoms.	So,	Daniel	2	is	where	we	will	read	that.	

So,	this	is	toward	the	middle	of	Israel’s	history.	This	is	taking	place	in	about	the	sixth	century	BC.	If	we	think	of	
the	Egyptian	exodus	and	on	into	the	time	of	the	judges,	that	would	have	been	several	hundred	years,	maybe	close	to	a	
thousand	years,	before	this.	So,	we	are	right	in	the	middle	of	Israel’s	history.	Tonight	is	going	to	play	out	much	like	a	
lecture	rather	than	a	sermon,	except	at	the	end	where	I’ll	probably	get	a	little	excited.	There	is	some	really	good	stuff	
coming.	

There	are	two	things	that,	when	we	follow	the	story	of	the	Jews	in	history,	that	I	think	we	can	pick	up	and	see.	
The	first	is	that	we	see	God’s	faithfulness	to	himself	and	the	other	is	that	we	see	God’s	faithfulness	to	His	people.	It	is	
easy,	as	Christians,	to	think,	“Well,	God’s	faithful	to	himself.	It’s	not	about	me,	it’s	about	God.	It’s	not	about	me,	it’s	
about	God’s	glory.	It’s	not	about	my	comfort,	it’s	about	God’s	glory.	It’s	just	all	about	Jesus.”	It	is	and	that	is	true!	But,	
don’t	grab	hold	of	that	truth	and	miss	the	fact	that	God	is	faithful	to	His	promises	to	His	people.	The	promises	that	God	
has	made	to	you	He	will	keep.	And	He	has	not	promised	you	a	million	dollars	or	long	health.	What	He	has	promised	you	
is	redemption	through	the	blood	of	Jesus.	And	He’s	promised	you	holiness,	and	He’s	promised	you	victory,	and	that	you	
will	overwhelmingly	conquer	if	you	live	a	life	of	obedience,	and	you	love	Him,	and	you	serve	Him.	

So,	the	things	that	we	see	over	the	course	of	the	time	of	Christ,	and	really	up	until	today,	is	God’s	faithfulness	to	
himself	and	His	faithfulness	to	God’s	covenant	people.	Now,	we	believe	that	under	the	New	Covenant,	namely	that	of	
the	blood	of	Jesus,	that	we	are	God’s	covenant	people.	So,	God’s	faithfulness	to	us	can	be	one	hundred	percent	fully	
trusted	for	all	time.	We	trust	the	Lord’s	faithfulness	to	us	and	we	trust	His	faithfulness	to	himself.	

So,	with	that	in	a	way	of	introduction,	let’s	read	from	Daniel	2,	and	we	will	start	in	verse	24.	The	background	is	
that	Nebuchadnezzar,	who	is	the	king	of	the	Babylonian	empire,	has	this	crazy	dream	and	he	doesn’t	know	how	to	
interpret	the	dream	and	he	doesn’t	know	what	it	means,	so	he	puts	out	this	announcement	that	he	needs	one	of	the	
wise	men	of	the	kingdom	to	come	and	tell	him	what	the	dream	means.	He	said,	“You	have	to	tell	me	what	the	dream	is	
and	then	tell	me	what	it	means.”	So,	he’s	really	calling	these	guys	out.	He	said,	“You	have	to	tell	me	what	I	dreamed,	
without	me	telling	you,	and	then	tell	me	what	it	means.”	Nobody	could	do	it	and	he	said,	“If	you	can’t	do	it	you	are	all	
going	to	be	put	to	death.”	

Well,	Daniel	was	one	of	these	wise	men.	Did	you	know	that?	What	had	happened	was	when	the	Babylonians	
conquered	the	southern	kingdom	of	Judah,	and	brought	those	people	into	captivity,	they	took	the	choicest,	brightest	
young	men	and	they	would	assimilate	them	into	Babylonian	culture.	They	would	become	architects,	builders,	
philosophers,	mathematicians,	and	other	professions.	The	Babylonians	took	the	best	of	a	conquered	culture	and	would	
assimilate	them	into	their	culture,	so	Daniel	was	a	young	man	who	had	shown	a	lot	of	promise,	so	he	had	been	elevated	
to	a	position	to	where	he	was	actually	a	man	of	status.	He	was	a	Jew,	living	in	the	Babylonian	empire	under	
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Nebuchadnezzar,	and	Nebuchadnezzar	had	this	dream	and	he	didn’t	know	what	the	dream	meant.	He	was	demanding	
an	interpretation	and	nobody	could	interpret	it	so	he	was	going	to	kill	all	the	wise	men.	

So,	we	pick	up	at	verse	24,	
	

“Therefore	Daniel	went	in	to	Arioch,	whom	the	king	had	appointed	to	destroy	the	wise	men	of	
Babylon.	He	went	and	said	thus	to	him:	“Do	not	destroy	the	wise	men	of	Babylon;	bring	me	in	before	the	
king,	and	I	will	show	the	king	the	interpretation.”	25	Then	Arioch	brought	in	Daniel	before	the	king	in	haste	
and	said	thus	to	him:	“I	have	found	among	the	exiles	from	Judah	a	man	who	will	make	known	to	the	king	
the	interpretation.”	26	The	king	declared	to	Daniel,	whose	name	was	Belteshazzar,…”	
	
These	guys	would	have	Jewish	names	and	then	they	would	be	renamed	in	the	Babylonian	language.	That’s	

where	you	get	the	two	names.	Remember	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	Abednego131	each	had	two	names.	
	

“Are	you	able	to	make	known	to	me	the	dream	that	I	have	seen	and	its	interpretation?”	
	
So,	he	says,	“Tell	me	what	I	dreamed	and	tell	me	what	it	means.”	That’s	a	tall	order.	It	would	be	one	thing	if	you	

said,	“Here’s	my	dream.	What’s	it	mean?”	But	he	says,	“You’ve	got	to	tell	me	what	I	dreamed.”	If	I	walk	up	to	you	and	
say,	“What	am	I	thinking,	right	now?,”	I	know	what	you’re	thinking.	You’re	thinking,	“I	have	no	clue.	Nobody	ever	knows	
what’s	going	on	in	your	head.”	That’s	not	an	easy	one	to	figure	out.	So,	it’s	an	impossible	task	that	he’s	calling	Daniel	to.	

	
Verse	27,	

“Daniel	answered	the	king	and	said,	“No	wise	men,	enchanters,	magicians,	or	astrologers	can	
show	to	the	king	the	mystery	that	the	king	has	asked,…”	
	
Now,	verse	28	is	Daniel’s	life.	Daniel’s	life	points	us	always	to	the	glory,	the	power,	and	the	authority	of	God,	and	

he	exalts	God	in	all	things.	
	
“There	is	a	God	in	heaven	who	reveals	mysteries,	and	he	has	made	known	to	King	

Nebuchadnezzar	what	will	be	in	the	latter	days.	Your	dream	and	the	visions	of	your	head	as	you	lay	in	bed	
are	these:	29	To	you,	O	king,	as	you	lay	in	bed	came	thoughts	of	what	would	be	after	this,	and	he	who	
reveals	mysteries	made	known	to	you	what	is	to	be.	30	But	as	for	me,	this	mystery	has	been	revealed	to	
me,	not	because	of	any	wisdom	that	I	have	more	than	all	the	living,	but	in	order	that	the	interpretation	
may	be	made	known	to	the	king,	and	that	you	may	know	the	thoughts	of	your	mind.”	
	
So,	Daniel	is	saying,	“I	can’t	do	this.	I’m	not	better	than	all	the	wise	men.”	He’s	saying,	“I	have	the	favor	of	the	

Lord.”	What’s	happening	here	is	that	the	Babylonian	king	has	a	dream	that	no	one	can	interpret.	No	one	can	tell	him	
what	it	means	but	Daniel	speaks	up	and	says,	“I	can,	but	not	because	I’m	that	smart.	I	can	because	God’s	hand	is	on	me.	
You	need	to	know	that	the	Most	High	God	is	able	to	tell	you	the	dream,	and	tell	you	what	it	means,	and	He	will	do	that	
through	me.”	So,	Daniel	is	pointing	Nebuchadnezzar	to	the	power	of	the	Most	High	God.	That’s	verse	28.	He’s	saying,	
“There	is	a	God.	This	is	not	about	me.”	He	knows,	“I’m	getting	ready	to	nail	this.	I’m	going	to	nail	it	and	bust	it	wide	
open.	Everybody	is	going	to	go	‘Whoa.’	They	are	going	to	want	to	put	me	on	a	throne	and	say,	‘You’re	the	man.	You	
figured	it	out.	You	saved	everybody.’”	So,	Daniel	prefaces	that	by	saying,	“I’m	going	to	tell	you	what	happened	in	your	
dream,	and	I’m	going	to	tell	you	what	your	dream	means,	but	I’m	only	going	to	do	it	because	of	who	God	is.”	That’s	the	
story	of	Daniel’s	life	over	the	next	seventy	or	eighty	years.	That’s	what	Daniel	does,	always.	

So,	Daniel	is	going	to	go	into	the	dream	now.	
	
Verse	31,	

																																																													
131	Daniel	1:7,	“And	the	chief	of	the	eunuchs	gave	them	names:	Daniel	he	called	Belteshazzar,	Hananiah	he	called	Shadrach,	Mishael	he	
called	Meshach,	and	Azariah	he	called	Abednego.”	
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“You	saw,	O	king,	and	behold,	a	great	image.	This	image,	mighty	and	of	exceeding	brightness,	
stood	before	you,	and	its	appearance	was	frightening.	32	The	head	of	this	image	was	of	fine	gold,	its	chest	
and	arms	of	silver,	its	middle	and	thighs	of	bronze,	33	its	legs	of	iron,	its	feet	partly	of	iron	and	partly	of	
clay.	34	As	you	looked,	a	stone	was	cut	out	by	no	human	hand,	and	it	struck	the	image	on	its	feet	of	iron	
and	clay,	and	broke	them	in	pieces.	35	Then	the	iron,	the	clay,	the	bronze,	the	silver,	and	the	gold,	all	
together	were	broken	in	pieces,	and	became	like	the	chaff	of	the	summer	threshing	floors;	and	the	wind	
carried	them	away,	so	that	not	a	trace	of	them	could	be	found.	But	the	stone	that	struck	the	image	
became	a	great	mountain	and	filled	the	whole	earth.	36	“This	was	the	dream.	Now	we	will	tell	the	king	its	
interpretation.	37	You,	O	king,	the	king	of	kings,	to	whom	the	God	of	heaven	has	given	the	kingdom,	the	
power,	and	the	might,	and	the	glory,…”	
	
I	like	that	part	there.	Daniel	is	telling	Nebuchadnezzar,	“You’re	a	king	because	God	has	given	you	that	authority	

and	that	position.	That’s	why	you	are	king.”	
	

“38	…and	into	whose	hand	he	has	given,	wherever	they	dwell,	the	children	of	man,	the	beasts	of	
the	field,	and	the	birds	of	the	heavens,	making	you	rule	over	them	all—you	are	the	head	of	gold.”	
	
So,	Daniel	is	saying,	“In	this	image	that	you	saw,	the	golden	head	is	you.	That’s	the	Babylonian	kingdom.”	
	
Let’s	stop	right	there	and	talk	about	the	Babylonian	kingdom	and	where	these	guys	come	from.	There	are	two	

things	you	are	going	to	learn	when	you	study	through	this	passage.	So,	I	hope	you	will	go	and	study	this	on	your	own.	
You	will	break	it	down	in	discipleship	groups	this	week	and	unpack	the	passage	more.	But,	here’s	what	I	want	you	to	see.	
We	are	going	to	see	in	this	vision	a	large	section	of	history	that	is	sort	of	unfolding	prophetically.	Daniel	is	saying,	“Here’s	
what’s	coming.	Here’s	what’s	happening	right	now	and	what	is	coming.”	For	us,	we	are	on	the	other	side	and	are	looking	
back	in	hindsight,	which	is	a	great	advantage	for	us	to	have	in	one	sense,	because	we	get	to	see	the	faithfulness	of	God.	
We	know	that	this	was	written	prophetically	pointing	forward	but	we	get	to	be	on	this	side	looking	back	and	see	how	
much	of	it	has	been	fulfilled.	All	of	the	history	of	the	world	points	to	the	coming	of	Jesus	into	the	world	to	save	the	
world.	So,	as	we	walk	through	these	kingdoms	and	we	walk	through	this	prophecy	what	we	are	going	to	see	is	that	all	of	
history	is	established	for	one	thing,	and	that	is	for	Jesus	to	come	into	the	world.	

Listen,	when	people	say	to	you	at	work	or	at	school,	“If	God	is	so	good	why	did	He	allow	sin	into	the	world?”	
Well,	it’s	because	He	intended	to	come	into	the	world	to	save	the	world.	He	intended	to	come	into	the	world,	to	go	to	
the	cross	to	save	us	from	that	sin.	The	sin	and	brokenness	of	the	world	should	not	point	us	to	doubt;	it	should	point	us	
to	the	glorious	truth	that	God	is	bigger	than	that.	Amen!	Do	you	believe	that?	You	should.	If	you	call	yourself	a	Christian	
you	should	not	be	shaken	by	evil,	you	should	be	strengthened	and	quickened	in	your	faith	by	it.	Because	evil	in	the	world	
points	to	the	reality	that	Jesus	has,	in	all	of	history,	pointed	us	to	the	cross.	It’s	at	the	cross	that	we	have	hope.	It’s	at	the	
cross	that	we	have	hope.	So,	all	of	history	kind	of	points	us	to	Christ.	All	of	history	is	literally	held	together	by	Jesus.	

There	is	so	much	that	we	can	learn	from	the	Jewish	people,	as	we	study	through	their	history,	and	one	of	the	
things	that	we	can	be	certain	of	is	that	all	of	history	points	us	to	the	cross	of	Christ.	From	now,	it’s	pointing	back	to	the	
cross,	and	all	of	history	leading	up	to	it	is	setting	the	stage	for	the	cross	of	Christ	to	happen.	So,	we	can	be	confident	in	
that.	

So,	the	Babylonian	Empire	is	the	first	empire;	the	head	of	gold.	Now,	a	couple	of	facts	about	this	empire.	Israel,	
under	Solomon,	had	gained	great	notoriety	and	power.	There	were	different	kingdoms	and	empires	of	the	world.	And	
Israel	was	an	autonomous	kingdom;	they	weren’t	in	slavery	to	anybody.	They	were	in	authority	and,	in	fact,	there	are	
passages	in	Scripture	where	you	see	the	might	and	power	of	the	Israelite	nation	being	built.	There	were	other	kingdoms	
around	them	who	posed	them	no	threat,	but	there	was	a	kingdom	that	rose	up	and	God	used	it	to	bring	the	Northern	
Kingdom	of	Israel	into	submission	and	slavery.	That	kingdom	was	called	the	Assyrian	Kingdom.		

Now,	the	Assyrians	lasted	as	a	kingdom	and	as	a	people	for	about	twenty-five	hundred	years.	You	can	read	
about	this	and	the	coming	judgment	of	the	Assyrians	in	the	book	of	Habakkuk.	So,	Israel,	for	a	few	hundred	years	was	
faithful	to	the	Lord	and	then	they	turned	away	from	the	Lord.	So,	remember,	when	we	looked	at	the	Judges	there	was	
this	up-and-down	period	of	their	history	where	they	would	be	faithful	and	they	would	fall	away;	they	would	be	faithful	
and	then	they	would	fall	away.	God	would	bring	an	enemy	to	oppress	them	and	then	He	would	raise	up	a	judge	who	



119	
	

would	be	a	messianic	figure,	who	would	point	them	to	what	deliverance	looked	like.	That	man	or	woman	would	lead	
them	to	redemption	and	that	would	remind	them	that	salvation	was	coming	and	that	Jesus	was	going	to	come	into	the	
world	and	save	them.	Then,	with	the	kings	that	were	established	we	saw	that	same	sort	of	pattern.	Saul	was	the	first	
king	and	he	fell	and	then	David	came	and	was	faithful.	David’s	throne	was	established	and	pointed	us	forward	to	Jesus	
and	back	to	the	line	of	Judah,	because	Jacob	had	told	Judah	that	the	scepter	would	not	depart	from	his	line132.	
Remember	that?	

So,	everything	in	Israel’s	history	was	establishing	and	pointing	toward	Jesus.	Well,	all	of	a	sudden	there	was	this	
long	period	of	time	under	the	kings	where	they	were	unfaithful	to	the	Lord.	So,	God	said	He	was	going	to	send	them	into	
captivity.	He	took	the	nation	of	people,	who	were	His	covenant	people,	and	He	sent	them	into	captivity.	And	out	of	
captivity	He	established	the	new	kingdom.	He	said,	“Out	of	captivity,	I	will	establish	a	kingdom	that	will	never	end.	I	will	
not	do	it	with	an	earthly	kingdom	through	military	might	and	power.	I	already	did	that	and	Israel	failed.	But,	what	I	will	
do	is	raise	up	out	of	that	broken	kingdom	a	kingdom	that	will	never	end.”	So,	God	sent	the	Northern	Kingdom	into	
captivity	to	the	Assyrians.	The	Assyrians	were	a	powerful,	powerful	kingdom.	That	was	in	about	735	to	732BC.		

Now,	there	was	a	state,	a	province,	in	the	Assyrian	kingdom	called	Babylon	that	rose	up	and	overthrew	the	
Assyrian	kingdom.	Babylon	then	became	the	world	power;	the	empire	that	was	sort	of	controlling	that	part	of	the	world.	
Babylon	would	ultimately	come	down	into	Judah,	the	Southern	Kingdom	that	was	still	free.	The	Northern	Kingdom	of	
Israel	went	into	captivity	but	the	Southern	Kingdom	of	Judah	stayed	free	because	there	was	civil	war	and	the	nation	of	
Israel	broke	in	half.	Half	of	them	were	taken	into	captivity	but	the	Southern	Kingdom	of	Judah	remained	faithful	to	the	
Lord.	

Then,	there	was	a	crazy	series	of	events	in	the	books	of	Kings	and	Chronicles,	where	there	was	a	young	king,	
named	Josiah,	who	came	to	the	throne	and	led	the	people	to	follow	the	Lord.	Then,	Josiah	had	descendants	after	him	
who	were	unfaithful	to	Judah.	So,	God	allowed	Nebuchadnezzar,	the	king	of	Babylon,	to	come	and	conquer	Judah.	So	
now,	Judah	is	not	only	conquered,	but	Jerusalem	is	burned	to	the	ground.	The	temple	was	burned	to	the	ground,	the	city	
and	the	walls	were	burned,	and	they	carried	the	inhabitants	of	Judah,	who	would	be	called	Jews,	into	captivity	in	
Babylon.	That’s	the	first	time	we	hear	the	word	‘Jews.’	Then,	they	took	all	these	Babylonian	people	and	sent	them	down	
there	to	inhabit	the	Southern	Kingdom	of	Judah.	They	take	the	Jewish	people	and	they	disperse	them	throughout	the	
Babylonian	Empire	as	slaves.	So,	they	have	conquered	Israel	and	Judah,	and	they	have	dispersed	all	of	those	people	as	
slaves	throughout	the	Assyrian	Kingdom	and	then	the	Babylonian	Kingdom.	

So,	you	have	a	nation	of	God’s	covenant	people	who	have	now	been	scattered	throughout	the	Earth.	You	might	
remember,	in	James	1:1,	James	says,	“To	the	twelve	tribes	scattered	abroad,”	and	that’s	what	he’s	referencing.	People	
are	scattered	throughout	the	Earth.	So,	the	Babylonian	kingdom	comes	to	power	and	takes	them	prisoner,	and	makes	
them	slaves.	Some	of	them	receive	status.	The	boys	and	young	men	who	show	the	most	promise	are	turned	into	
eunuchs	and	are	made	to	serve	in	the	king’s	court.	They	were	no	longer	a	national	threat	and	the	Babylonians	basically	
tried	to	breed	the	identity	out	of	these	people.		They	took	all	the	good	characteristics	and	used	those	for	their	advantage	
and	they	put	everyone	else	into	slavery.	Do	you	guys	follow?	So,	that’s	how	the	Babylonian	kingdom	invades	Judah	and	
takes	over	that	part	of	the	world.	So,	you	have	this	king	on	the	throne	whose	name	is	Nebuchadnezzar.	Daniel	is	one	of	
those	slaves	that	was	brought	out	of	Judah	as	a	young	man	and	he	was	then	put	in	this	position	where	he	became	a	
philosopher	or	sort	of	a	wise	man	in	the	kingdom.	

So,	the	Babylonians	were	basically	in	a	position	where	they	were	in	world	power.	What	was	left	of	Judah	after	
this	happened	was	completely	unstable	and	the	Babylonian	king	established	what	was	more	of	a	puppet	king	in	Judah,	
on	the	throne	in	Jerusalem.	So,	he	sent	a	man	and	told	him	he	was	going	to	be	king	and	that	guy	got	this	bright	idea	to	
fight	back	against	Babylon	and	he	got	crushed.	They	poked	his	eyeballs	out	and	killed	all	his	sons	and	it	was	graphic	and	
brutal133.	It	was	a	nasty	season	of	history.	So,	the	few	Jews	that	were	left	ran	away.	Where	did	they	run	to?	Egypt,	other	
parts	of	North	Africa,	Spain,	and	up	into	Europe.	So,	you	then	had	many	Jews	who	were	scattered	through	the	slave	
trade	and	also	a	lot	of	Jews	who	were	left	who	ran	away	from	their	homeland.	You	have	Jews	all	over	the	world.	This	
nation	of	people,	God’s	sheep—think	of	this	prophetically—have	now	been	scattered	and	are	without	a	shepherd	and	
the	world	stage	is	set.	“How	is	the	world’s	stage	set?,”	you	ask.	Watch	this.	

																																																													
132	Genesis	49:10	
133	Jeremiah	39:6-7;	2	Kings	25:6-7	
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The	next	kingdom	that	comes	into	power	is	prophesied	in	Daniel	2.	So	we	will	keep	reading	there.	Let’s	back	up	
to	verse	36	and	start	there	again.	

	
“This	was	the	dream.	Now	we	will	tell	the	king	its	interpretation.	37	You,	O	king,	the	king	of	kings,	

to	whom	the	God	of	heaven	has	given	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	might,	and	the	glory,	38	and	into	
whose	hand	he	has	given,	wherever	they	dwell,	the	children	of	man,	the	beasts	of	the	field,	and	the	birds	
of	the	heavens,	making	you	rule	over	them	all—you	are	the	head	of	gold.	39	Another	kingdom	inferior	to	
you	shall	arise	after	you,	and	yet	a	third	kingdom	of	bronze,	which	shall	rule	over	all	the	earth.”	
	
Now,	we	know	those	two	kingdoms	to	be	what?	What	would	happen	is	that	seventy	years	later	the	Babylonian	

Empire	would	fall	to	the	Medo-Persian	Empire.	And	when	that	empire	takes	power	in	the	world	something	really	
interesting	happens	and	you	can	read	about	that	in	the	books	of	Nehemiah	and	Ezra.	Do	you	know	what	happens?	The	
king	of	Persia	allows	a	reentry	into	Jerusalem	so	that	they	can	actually	rebuild	the	city	walls	and	portions	of	the	city.	So,	
the	first	exile	happens	under	the	Assyrian	Empire	and	the	second	exile	happens	under	the	Babylonian	Empire.	Then,	
under	the	Persian	Empire,	there	is	a	reentry	back	into	Jerusalem.	The	problem	is	that	there	are	Jews	all	over	the	world	at	
this	point.	So,	a	small	faction	of	Jews	moves	back	into	Palestine	but	they	are	never	able	to	establish	a	true,	autonomous	
kingdom.	They	are	basically	a	vassal	state,	or	a	slave	state,	to	the	Persian	Empire.	So,	the	Persians	show	some	degree	of	
kindness	to	the	Jews,	in	that	they	give	them	some	national	identity	back,	and	that’s	the	period	of	time	in	which	the	story	
of	Esther	takes	place,	which	is	what	we	will	be	looking	at	next	week.	

So,	the	Persian	Empire	is	in	power	for	several	hundred	years.	They	took	power	in	early	sixth	century	BC.	Then,	
that	third	kingdom,	a	couple	hundred	years	later	in	early	fourth	century	BC,	was	led	by	Alexander	the	Great	and	they	
overthrew	the	world,	and	that’s	the	kingdom	of	Greece,	or	the	Greek	Empire.	They	took	over	the	world.	There	are	a	
couple	of	things	that	you	need	to	know	about	when	the	Greeks	took	over.		

First,	this	was	when	Hellenization	occurred.	Have	you	ever	read	in	Scripture	about	the	Hellenistic	Jews?	Here	is	
what	Hellenization	or	Hellenism	was.134	When	Alexander	the	Great	took	over	the	world—and	I’m	using	the	terminology	
loosely	when	I	say	that	he	took	over	the	world—and	he	rose	to	power	and	became	very	prominent,	what	he	did	was	he	
said,	“I	don’t	want	to	just	make	slaves,	and	I	don’t	just	want	to	reeducate	people,	I	want	to	shape	culture.”	Think	about	
this	in	our	culture	today;	what	shapes	the	political	thinking,	the	moral	thinking,	the	right	and	wrong	views,	and	ideas	of	
relationships,	romance,	sex,	and	marriage	in	our	young	people?	Culture.	Media,	film,	music,	etc.		Mom	and	Dad,	this	is	
why	it	matters	what	your	kid	listens	to,	and	what	you	kid	watches,	and	what	your	kid	reads.	It	is	your	job	to	monitor	that	
because	culture	will	shape	their	worldview.	But,	for	the	Christian,	worldview	counterbalances	culture,	so	that	we	are	
able	to	live	in	the	culture	with	a	Gospel	mentality.	So,	this	man	Alexander	the	Great,	of	the	third	kingdom,	wanted	to	
establish	a	kingdom	that	would	shape	the	entire	world.	He	used	language	and	philosophy	in	a	huge	way.	

You	realize	that	we	are	doing	about	a	thousand	years	of	history	in	about	an	hour.	When	I	say	“language	and	
philosophy”	that	covers	a	lot.	But,	the	short	of	it	is	that	Alexander	the	Great,	who	was	only	in	power	for	twelve	or	
thirteen	years135,	with	much	of	that	as	a	military	leader	gaining	territory,	had	one	goal	of	turning	all	of	the	empire	into	a	
people	of	one	language.	He	did	that	by	instituting	the	speaking	of	one	dialect	of	Greek,	called	Koine	Greek.	That	just	
means	common	Greek.	It	was	not	a	language	for	only	the	elite	people	to	speak	but	it	was	a	common	man’s	language.	
When	you	hear	a	preacher	or	pastor	say,	‘in	the	Greek’	here	is	what	that	means;	it	is	because	the	New	Testament	was	
predominately	written	in	that	language.	The	Old	Testament	was	predominately	written	in	Hebrew	and	in	between	those	
two	periods,	under	the	Greek	Empire,	the	Old	Testament	was	translated	into	Greek,	Koine	Greek,	and	that	writing	is	
called	the	Septuagint.	So,	the	Septuagint	is	the	Greek	Old	Testament.	

So,	what	Alexander	does	is	he	reshapes	the	landscape	of	the	world	so	that	the	Greek	philosophy	of	Aristotle,	
and	Plato,	and	Socrates,	and	much	of	what	went	on	in	that	period	of	time	resurfaced	during	the	days	of	Acts	and	the	
Early	Church.	Think	of	Paul	at	the	Aeropagus	in	Acts	17.	Remember	that?	Where	is	that?	Athens.	What	was	Athens?	The	
hub	of	the	Greek	Empire.	And	at	the	hub	of	the	Greek	Empire,	several	hundred	years	later,	when	the	Romans	were	in	
power,	you	had	the	influence	of	Greek	language	and	Greek	philosophy	still	shaping	the	world,	to	the	point	that	Paul	
went	into	the	arena	of	Greek	philosophy	and	defended	the	Gospel.	You	can	read	about	that	in	Acts	17.	

																																																													
134	The	Greeks	call	the	country	Hellas	or	Ellada	and	its	official	name	is	Hellenic	Republic.	
135	Alexander	the	Great	died	at	age	32.	



121	
	

In	one	sense,	Alexander	the	Great	was	very	successful,	not	in	just	conquering	the	world	but	in	shaping	the	world.	
So,	here’s	the	overview:	You	have	the	scattering	of	the	Jews	throughout	the	world	to	three	continents	that	we	know	of,	
in	a	thousand	towns,	and	villages,	and	cities.	Then,	you	have	a	kingdom	that	was	established	that	spread	one	language	
throughout	that	entire	world,	along	with	a	like-mindedness	in	philosophy	and	worldview.	So,	that’s	the	stage	that	the	
world	is	sitting	on	at	this	point.	So,	is	everyone	following	that?		

Then,	the	fourth	empire	that	Daniel	writes	about	is	the	Roman	Empire,	of	course.	He	says,		
	
Verse	40,	

“And	there	shall	be	a	fourth	kingdom,	strong	as	iron,	because	iron	breaks	to	pieces	and	shatters	all	
things.”	
	
Now,	here’s	what	we	know	about	the	Roman	Empire.	They	were	the	most	powerful	empire	the	world	had	ever	

seen.	But,	what	I	want	to	particularly	draw	our	attention	to	tonight,	in	the	few	minutes	we	have	left,	is	this.	There	are	a	
couple	of	major	things	that	happened	under	the	Roman	Empire	that	influenced	the	spread	of	the	Gospel.	

One	is,	they	built	a	road	system.	This	is	where,	as	Christians,	we	have	taken	from	the	physical	Roman	Road	
system	and	we	refer	to	the	Gospel	as	the	Roman	Road136.	Did	you	ever	grow	up	hearing	that?	It’s	an	allegorical	play	on	
words.	Because,	what	the	Romans	did	was	they	connected	all	of	the	former	Greek	world	with	what	they	had	then	
expanded	into	with	their	territories.	They	spread	up	into	Gaul,	which	is	modern	day	France,	and	all	of	Great	Britain.	The	
Romans	conquered	so	much	of	the	world	with	military	power	and	might,	then	they	connected	all	of	that	world	with	
roads.	Now,	listen	to	this;	in	the	Roman	Empire	there	were	51,000	miles	of	paved	roads.	There	were	51,000	miles	of	
paved	roads	and	many	of	them,	to	this	day,	still	stand	as	foundational	roads	that,	of	course,	have	been	paved	over,	but	
they	are	still	intact.		

I	jotted	down	some	stats.	There	were	29	military	highways	that	went	out	of	the	capital.	These	were	massive	
paved	roads	that	were	put	in	place	just	for	the	military	to	travel	on	if	they	were	going	out	on	a	conquest.	Can	you	
imagine?	You	would	see	the	construction	crew	coming	and	building	a	highway	into	your	town.	What’s	coming	next?	The	
army	with	catapults	of	fire.	That’s	what’s	coming	next.	They	needed	something	for	wheels	to	roll	on.	You	should	get	out	
now	while	they	are	laying	pavement.	Go	north	or	somewhere	cold	where	the	Romans	might	not	chase	you.	They	just	
built	roads	right	to	the	people	they	were	going	to	conquer.	This	had	never	been	done	before.	People	had	conquered	
with	naval	attacks,	using	oceans	and	waterways,	but	the	Romans	were	like,	“We	are	going	to	conquer	France.	Let’s	build	
a	bunch	of	highways.	Then,	we	will	go	up	there	with	our	whole	army	and	kill	everybody.”	The	conquest	by	Rome	was	
brutal.	Also,	113	of	the	Roman	provinces	were	connected	by	almost	400	roads.	There	were	51,000	miles	of	paved	roads.	
Do	you	know	how	many	miles	of	interstate	highway	there	are	in	the	United	States?	About	44,000.	That’s	impressive.	

What	follows	that	is	this.	Have	you	ever	heard	of	the	Pax	Romana?137	Do	you	know	what	that	means?	It	was	this	
period	of	Roman	peace.	For	two-hundred	years	there	was	relative	peace	throughout	the	Roman	Empire.	They	had	
established	world	power	and	dominance,	yet	all	of	the	Greek	influence	of	philosophy,	art,	music,	and	literature	was	
under	this	Greek	influence.	The	Romans	had	established	borders	and	control	and	the	Roman	military	was	vast	and	to	the	
far	reaches	of	the	Empire	and	there	was	relative	and	almost	complete	peace	for	two-hundred	years.	Peace	for	what?	
Peace	to	travel	on	51,000	miles	of	roads.	You	could	go	where	you	wanted	to.	It	was	one	big	kingdom.	One	big	city-state,		
turned	into	nation-state,	turned	into	this	massive	vassal	kingdom.	They	were	all	paying	taxes	and	they	were	a	massive	
nation	under	a	massive	kingdom	called	Rome.	This	Pax	Romana	was	taking	place	around	the	time	that	Christ	came	into	
the	world.	

Don’t	be	confused.	We	know	that	there	were	crazy	guys	like	Nero	who	invoked	great	persecution	on	the	Church.	
We	know	that,	but	what	we	are	talking	about	is	that	two-hundred	year	period	of	time,	where	roads	were	expanded,	
cities	grew,	and	there	was	a	unification	of	basically	all	peoples	in	the	empire,	under	one	language	and	a	philosophical	
like-mindedness.		

So,	go	back	three	kingdoms,	under	the	Babylonian	rule.	Remember,	they	destroyed	the	Temple.	So,	what	the	
Jews	did	to	compensate	for	that	is	that	they	established	synagogue	worship	in	all	these	far-reaching	nations,	and	cities,	
and	places	that	they	were	exiled	to.	So	there	was	the	institution	of	synagogue	worship	where	the	Jewish	synagogues	

																																																													
136	http://www.gotquestions.org/Romans-road-salvation.html		
137	http://www.unrv.com/early-empire/pax-romana.php		
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served	as	little	mini	temples.	Imagine	you	are	in	Spain,	or	in	North	Africa,	or	over	in	Egypt;	there	would	be	a	
congregation	of	Jewish	people	who	would	establish	a	synagogue,	and	in	that	synagogue	they	would	worship	in	the	same	
way	they	would	have	worshipped	in	their	motherland	of	Palestine	or	Israel	five-hundred	years	prior.	So,	the	stage	is	now	
set.	

Now,	here’s	what	happens.	When	Jesus	goes	to	the	cross,	is	executed,	and	He	goes	into	the	grave,	and	He	
comes	out	of	the	grave—what	He	does	in	coming	out	of	the	grave	is	that	He	conquers	sin,	and	death,	and	Hell,	and	He	
provides	salvation	for	all	people.	But,	we	need	to	get	that	message	out.	That	message	can’t	stay	in	Jerusalem.	So,	there	
has	been	relative	peace	in	the	Roman	Empire	for	two-hundred	years.	People	have	been	able	to	travel,	and	move,	and	go	
about.	So,	listen	to	this	in	Acts	8,	right	after	the	execution	of	Stephen,	who	was	the	first	martyr	in	the	Christian	Church,	
just	a	few	weeks	after	Jesus	ascended	to	the	throne	in	Heaven.	

Hang	with	me.	Some	of	you	guys	hate	history	and	you	are	so	bored	out	of	your	mind	right	now.	Hang	with	me.	
You	are	going	to	have	one	of	those	moments	where	you	go,	“Ohhh,	man!!	That’s	really	cool!”		

	
Acts	8:1,	

“And	Saul	approved	of	his	execution.	And	there	arose	on	that	day	a	great	persecution	against	the	
church	in	Jerusalem.”	
	
Why	does	it	say,	“In	Jerusalem”?	Because	basically,	all	Christians,	for	the	most	part,	were	living	right	there	in	

Jerusalem.	There	were	five-hundred	of	them,	remember?	At	the	ascension	of	Christ	there	were	five-hundred	people	
who	had	seen	Him	and	who	were	gathered.	So,	you	had	this	little	group	of	Christians	in	Jerusalem.	What	were	they	
doing?	They	were	like,	“Don’t	leave	the	city	walls.”	They	were	huddled	in	underground	houses	and	wondering	what	to	
do.	They	were	frozen	with	fear	but	they	were	also	excited	because	they	had	seen	the	risen	Lord	and	knew	they	had	a	
task	to	do.	

Mom,	if	your	son	is	twenty-seven	and	sleeping	downstairs,	this	is	where	you	need	to	kick	him	out.	He	can	get	a	
job.	That’s	what	grown-ups	do.	So,	you	have	God,	in	this	really	cool	scene,	saying	to	the	early	Church,	“It’s	time	to	get	
out	of	Jerusalem.	Let’s	go!”	Then,	this	persecution	breaks	out.	Listen!	See	the	historical,	redemptive	significance	of	what	
we	have	just	read	in	Daniel	2.	

	
Acts	8:1,	

“They	were	all	scattered	throughout	the	regions	of	Judea	and	Samaria…”	
	
All	the	Christians	in	Jerusalem	had	to	go.	They	were	scattered.	Now,	they	don’t	go	to	Africa	and	Spain	at	this	

point.	It	is	more	local,	but	they	scatter	out	from	Jerusalem	into	other	towns	and	villages.	So,	it	begins	this	work	of	the	
Gospel	going	to	the	nations.	How	does	the	Gospel	go	to	the	nations?	What	happens?	Well,	here	is	what	happens	when	
you	read	through	the	book	of	Acts;	when	you	see	a	guy,	like	Paul,	this	is	where	he	would	come	into	a	city	in,	say,	Europe.	
He	would	get	on	a	Roman	road	and	he	would	go	to	Europe.	He	would	walk	in	as	a	Jewish	rabbi.	He	was	authoritative	as	a	
Jew	and	he	would	walk	into	a	Jewish	synagogue	that	had	been	established	because	they	couldn’t	all	stay	in	Israel	and	
Palestine	and	worship	in	the	Temple.	He	had	gone	to	Europe	where	they	were	and	he	walked	into	a	synagogue	on	a	
Sabbath	day,	in	his	rabbinical	robes,	with	an	authoritative	position,	and	he	would	open	the	Old	Testament	Scripture	and	
read	it,	and	explain	it,	and	then	say,	“This	is	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	He	is	the	Messiah.	Let	me	tell	you	about	Him.”	So,	the	Jews	
in	that	town,	almost	every	time—some	would	receive	the	Gospel	and	others	would	be	livid	and	try	to	drive	him	out.	But	
it	was	too	late;	the	fire	had	been	lit.	So,	you	had	Christians	growing	out	of	the	Jewish	people,	in	the	Jewish	synagogue,	in	
that	town,	in	Spain,	in	Turkey,	in	North	Africa,	and	in	Egypt.	Jews	were	going,	“It’s	fulfilled!	This	man	called	Jesus	is	the	
Messiah!”	They	would	tell	their	friends	and	something	began	to	happen.	The	Roman	roads	started	to	be	the	avenue	on	
which	the	Gospel	was	being	carried	on	missionary	journeys	to	all	these	churches.	

So,	imagine	looking	at	that	map	they	have	on	the	airplanes	that	show	all	the	lines	of	planes	traveling	from	city	to	
city.	Have	you	ever	seen	that?	That’s	the	way	the	Gospel	went	all	over	the	Roman	Empire.	It	exploded.	There	were	lines	
all	over	51,000	miles	of	roads,	byways,	highways,	and	backroads,	where	people	were	carrying	the	Gospel.	The	Church	
was	being	established	and	the	Church	was	exploding	in	growth.	What	was	happening	was	that	a	kingdom	was	being	
built.	What	kingdom?	Go	back	to	Daniel	2.	After	that	fourth	kingdom…	
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Verse	41,	
“And	as	you	saw	the	feet	and	toes,	partly	of	potter's	clay	and	partly	of	iron,	it	shall	be	a	divided	

kingdom,	but	some	of	the	firmness	of	iron	shall	be	in	it,	just	as	you	saw	iron	mixed	with	the	soft	clay.	42	
And	as	the	toes	of	the	feet	were	partly	iron	and	partly	clay,	so	the	kingdom	shall	be	partly	strong	and	
partly	brittle.	43	As	you	saw	the	iron	mixed	with	soft	clay,	so	they	will	mix	with	one	another	in	marriage,	
but	they	will	not	hold	together,	just	as	iron	does	not	mix	with	clay.	44	And	in	the	days	of	those	kings	the	
God	of	heaven	will	set	up	a	kingdom	that	shall	never	be	destroyed,	nor	shall	the	kingdom	be	left	to	
another	people.	It	shall	break	in	pieces	all	these	kingdoms	and	bring	them	to	an	end,	and	it	shall	stand	
forever.”	
	
Go	back	to	verse	34	and	look	at	what	he	said.	
	

“As	you	looked,	a	stone	was	cut	out	by	no	human	hand,	and	it	struck	the	image	on	its	feet	of	iron	
and	clay,	and	broke	them	in	pieces.”	
	
If	you	mark	your	Bible	you	could	circle	verses	34	and	44	and	connect	them.	What	you	have	is	a	stone	that	rolls	in	

and	shatters	the	feet	of	this	final	kingdom;	this	foundational	kingdom	called	Rome.	What’s	he	talking	about?	I	asked	my	
kids,	“What’s	the	stone?	What’s	he	talking	about?”	They	said,	“Jesus.”	It’s	not	hard,	guys,	right?	We	get	that.	We	are	
Christians.	We	get	it.	Some	of	you	are	like,	“I	know	this	one.	I	know	that	verse	34	is	talking	about	Jesus.	There’s	no	
debate	there.”	In	verse	34,	Jesus	is	the	stone.	It	doesn’t	require	a	seminary	degree	to	get	that	one.	People	will	argue	and	
debate	of	a	lot	of	prophecy	but	we	know	that	this	stone	in	verse	34,	that	rolls	into	and	shatters	this	kingdom,	is	Christ.	
Now,	listen	to	this:	

	
Psalm	118:22,	

“The	stone	that	the	builders	rejected	has	become	a	cornerstone.”	
	
Isaiah	28:16,	

“Behold,	I	am	the	one	who	has	laid	as	a	foundation	in	Zion,	
				a	stone,	a	tested	stone,	
a	precious	cornerstone,	of	a	sure	foundation:	
				‘Whoever	believes	will	not	be	in	haste.’”	

	
Ephesians	2:20,	says	that	the	Church	is	

“…built	on	the	foundation	of	the	apostles	and	prophets,	Christ	Jesus	himself	being	the	
cornerstone.”	
	
So,	here	is	what’s	happened.	The	stone	that	rolls	in	is	to	the	Roman	Empire	that	which	destroys	and	brings	

down.	Honestly,	you	could	get	really	historically	geeky	here	and	say	that	a	few	centuries	later	that	the	whole	Roman	
Empire	converts	to	Christianity,	in	a	political	sense.	Now,	we	wouldn’t	go	there	as	evangelical	Christians,	but	we	know	
that	out	of	that	sprang	a	world	religion	that	would	call	itself	Christian;	a	papal	religion.	What	happens	in	all	of	that	is	that	
the	stone	that	rolls	in	and	crushes	the	feet	of	this	statue	becomes	the	cornerstone	of	the	Christian	Church	but	it’s	the	
stumbling	stone	of	the	Jews.	So,	now	history	is	divided	around	this	central,	polarizing	figure,	called	Jesus,	who	is	
establishing	a	kingdom	that	will	never	end,	and	the	Gospel	spreads	to	all	nations.	How	does	the	Gospel	spread	to	all	
nations?	Because	there	is	one	language,	one	road	system,	and	Jews	in	every	nook,	and	cranny,	and	village,	and	city,	and	
the	Gospel	goes	to	the	Jew	first	and	also	to	the	Greek.138	

God	had	set	the	stage	of	the	world	to	receive	the	Gospel.	Do	you	guys	track	with	the	big	picture	there?	All	these	
kingdoms	are	lining	up.	Where	is	the	Babylonian	Kingdom	today?	ISIS.	Where	is	the	Persian	Kingdom?	Iran,	Turkey.	
Those	are	Persian	people.139	

																																																													
138	Romans	1:16	
139	The	Persian	Empire	included	what	is	now	the	modern-day	area	of	the	Middle	East	(including	Turkey,	Israel,	Palestine,	Lebanon,	Jordan,	
Egypt,	Syria,	Kuwait,	Oman,	Saudi	Arabia	and	the	UAE),	the	Black	Sea	regions	(of	what	is	now	Georgia,	Armenia	and	Azerbaijan)	as	well	as	
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I	was	talking	to	a	lady	in	a	Starbucks	two	or	three	weeks	ago.	We	were	on	the	road	and	I	stopped	in.	This	lady	
looked	Persian	and	I	went	over	to	talk	to	her.	If	I	see	anyone	of	ethnicity	other	than	Caucasian	I	just	start	talking	to	them.	
I	enjoy	that.	I	said,	“Where	were	you	born?”	You	don’t	ask,	“Where	are	you	from,”	because	they	will	say	something	like	
Texas,	or	Florida,	or	Illinois.	I	asked,	“Where	were	you	born?”	and	she	said	“Turkey.”	I	said,	“You’re	Persian!”	and	she	
said,	“No,	I’m	an	American.”	We	started	talking	and	she	said,	“No,	actually,	I	come	from	Christian	people	who	descended	
from	missionaries.”	It	was	crazy.	I	started	realizing	that	the	kingdoms	of	Daniel	2	have	all	collapsed,	as	Daniel	prophesied	
they	would,	but	there’s	a	kingdom	that’s	been	established	and	it	is	called	the	Church	of	Jesus	Christ.	And	ISIS	isn’t	
stopping	it!	Not	anymore	than	Hitler	stopped	the	Jews.	Israel	is	as	strong	as	it’s	ever	been.	You	realize	that,	too,	don’t	
you?	God	keeps	His	promises,	y’all!	He	keeps	His	promises.	

We	can	look	at	what	happened	in	the	nation	of	Israel	and	look	at	what	has	happened	in	the	Church	of	Jesus	
Christ	and	we	can	go,	“God	is	for	real!!”	Do	you	believe	this	Gospel?	If	you	do,	you	should	believe	it	by	faith,	but	you	
ought	to	undergird	that	faith	with	historical	fact	that	is	indisputable.	You’ve	got	to	scratch	your	head	and	go,	“How	did	
all	of	this	just	happen?”	We	get	that	kind	of	idea	with	evolution,	“You	can’t	say	that	everything	just	fell	into	order.”	But,	
follow	the	historical	timeline	of	the	world	and	go,	“Yes,	God	established	a	world	and	then	did	everything	that	would	be	
necessary	for	that	world	to	receive	the	message	of	the	Gospel.”	When	somebody	asks	you,	“If	God	is	so	good,	and	God	is	
so	loving,	and	God	is	so	great,	why	would	He	build	a	world	that	would	be	broken?”	Point	them	to	the	historical	
redemptive	narrative	that	the	world	is	broken	because	man	is	sinful	and	rebellious,	but	God	has	used	all	of	history	to	
establish	a	world	stage	that	could	receive	the	Gospel.	Do	you	know	that	by	the	end	of	the	first	century	that	the	Gospel	
had	reached	three	continents,	and	they	can’t	even	figure	out	how	many	millions	of	people	had	come	to	faith	in	Jesus.	
But,	by	the	end	of	the	second	century,	one	in	ten	inhabitants	in	the	Roman	Empire	were	Christians.	One	in	ten.	That	was	
without	technology,	computers,	or	cell	phones.	It	was	just	the	Gospel	spreading	on	roads,	and	through	language,	and	
through	writings.	

Listen	to	this.	There	are	a	number	of	books	by	a	group	of	people	who	call	themselves	New	Atheists.	You’ve	
heard	of	them.	Richard	Dawkins	is	kind	of	their	messianic	figure;	he’s	the	anointed	New	Atheist	guy.	They	really	appeal	
to	college	age	and	the	eighteen	to	twenty-five	age	bracket,	because	they	have	some	kind	of	hip,	younger	appealing	guys.	
One	was	Chris	Hitchens	who	died	just	a	few	years	ago.	Another	is	a	guy	named	Sam	Harris.	These	guys	write	and	target	
the	younger	generation.	It	is	really	prominent	and	prevalent	on	college	and	university	campuses.	Anyway,	this	guy	
named	Sam	Harris	believes	that	the	issue	of	suffering	should	prove	that	God	doesn’t	exist.	So,	he	was	writing	and	ranting	
about	it	and	saying	that	if	a	Jew	who	believes	in	God	doesn’t	quit	believing	in	God	based	on	the	Holocaust	that	it	doesn’t	
make	any	sense	to	him.	I	have	a	quote	from	him	where	he	said,	

	
“It	appears	that	even	the	Holocaust	did	not	lead	most	Jews	to	doubt	the	existence	of	an	omnipotent	and	
benevolent	God.”	
	
He’s	saying,	“Here’s	a	people	that	believes	in	one	God,	and	that	this	God	loves	them	and	is	protecting	them,	and	

then	the	Holocaust	happens	and	six-million	of	them	were	killed.	Why	would	you	keep	having	faith	in	that	God?”	
	
Then,	there	is	another	guy	named	David	Berlinski,	who	is	an	agnostic	by	the	way,	and	a	secular	Jew.	Listen	to	

what	he	wrote	in	response	to	Sam	Harris,	
	
“The	Jewish	people	yet	live,	and	even	in	Eastern	Europe—even	in	Poland—they	have	returned	to	their	
ancestral	homes;	but	the	thousand-year	Reich,	that	lies	buried	in	the	rubble	of	German	cities	smashed	to	
smithereens,	or	ground	under	Russian	tank	treads,	or	destroyed	by	American	artillery,	or	left	to	wander	
in	its	exiled	millions	across	all	the	violated	borders	of	Central	Europe,	and	if	God	did	not	protect	his	
chosen	people	precisely	as	Harris	might	have	wished,	He	did,	in	an	access	of	his	old	accustomed	vigor,	
smite	their	enemies,	with	generations	to	come	in	mourning	or	obsessed	by	shame.”140	
	

																																																																																																																																																																																																																			
parts	of	Afghanistan,	Pakistan	and	China.	(www.bordersofadventure.com)		
140	Berlinski,	David	(2009-08-26).	The	Devil's	Delusion:	Atheism	and	its	Scientific	Pretensions	(pp.	30-31).	Basic	Books.	Kindle	Edition.	
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What’s	he	saying?	He’s	saying,	“You	question	the	legitimacy	of	the	God	of	the	Jews	by	pointing	to	the	
Holocaust?	Question	the	legitimacy	of	the	god	of	the	Nazis	by	pointing	to	the	Nazi	regime	that	is	no		more.”	

	
God	keeps	His	word	and	He	stands	by	His	promises,	and	as	Christians	we	can	believe	that	there	is	coming	a	

kingdom	that	will	never	end.	Our	opening	passage	and	call	to	worship	were	from	Hebrews	12.	Listen	to	this,	in	Hebrews	
12.	

	
Verse	26,	

“See	that	you	do	not	refuse	him	who	is	speaking.	For	if	they	did	not	escape	when	they	refused	him	
who	warned	them	on	earth,	much	less	will	we	escape	if	we	reject	him	who	warns	from	heaven.	26	At	that	
time	his	voice	shook	the	earth,	but	now	he	has	promised,	“Yet	once	more	I	will	shake	not	only	the	earth	
but	also	the	heavens.”	27	This	phrase,	“Yet	once	more,”	indicates	the	removal	of	things	that	are	shaken—
that	is,	things	that	have	been	made—in	order	that	the	things	that	cannot	be	shaken	may	remain.	28	
Therefore	let	us	be	grateful	for	receiving	a	kingdom	that	cannot	be	shaken,	and	thus	let	us	offer	to	God	
acceptable	worship,	with	reverence	and	awe,	29	for	our	God	is	a	consuming	fire.”	
	
Church,	there	is	coming	a	day	when	there	will	come	a	kingdom	that	will	not	be	shaken.	If	you	go	to	2	Chronicles	

9,	you	read	about	Solomon’s	kingdom	and	it’s	fantastic,	because	it	says	that	there	came	a	day	in	Solomon’s	reign	where	
all	of	the	kingdoms	of	the	Earth	came	and	brought	tribute	to	Solomon.	They	said,	“We	don’t	want	to	fight	you.	We	don’t	
want	to	mess	with	you.	We	want	to	bow	before	your	authority	and	we	want	to	pay	taxes	to	you.”	And	there	is	this	really	
crazy	scene	in	that	chapter	where	everyone	is	coming	before	Solomon.	What	that	is,	is	a	foreshadowing	of	a	day	that	will	
come,	as	the	Bible	tells	us	in	Philippians	2,	that	every	knee	will	bow	and	every	tongue	will	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	
Lord.	The	tongues	of	Babylonian	dictators,	the	tongues	of	Medo-Persian	kings	and	wise	men,	the	lips	of	Alexander	the	
Great	and	all	of	his	Ptolemaic	dynasties	and	their	generals,	the	lips	of	Caesars,	and	centurions,	and	Greek	philosophers,	
will	utter	these	words,	“Jesus	is	Lord!!,”	to	the	glory	of	God.	Because	there	is	a	kingdom	that	is	coming	that	will	never	
end—in	fact	it	is	already	here,	because	Jesus	said,	“The	kingdom	of	Heaven	is	at	hand.”	We	are	in	it!	But	this	is,	even	yet,	
just	a	foreshadowing	of	what	is	to	come	because	there	is	going	to	be	a	day	when	we	are	glorified.	Christ	will	sit	on	His	
throne	and	His	glory	will	be	the	light	of	day	and	there	will	be	no	night	because	you	can’t	turn	Him	off.	If	you	are	scared	
of	the	dark	you	are	going	to	love	it.	

This	stone,	in	His	relationship	to	world	powers,	is	a	destroyer.	In	His	relationship	to	Israel	He	has	been	a	
stumbling	stone.	But,	for	the	Church,	He	is	the	cornerstone,	the	building	block,	and	the	foundation.	All	of	the	world	
prepared	to	receive	this	little	Baby	who	we	are	going	to	celebrate	in	about	a	month.	The	coming	of	Jesus	into	the	world	
was	not	random	in	its	timeline.	The	world	stage	was	set.	Part	of	that	is	the	fact	that	Scripture	was	written	in	the	
common	man’s	language.	Listen,	here’s	a	really	cool	tidbit.	That	language	was	frozen	because	the	Romans	basically	
outlawed	it.	The	meanings	of	words	were	preserved.	It’s	a	dead	language	so	the	terminology	and	phrases	didn’t	change.	
And	we	have	Scripture	and	Scriptural	evidence	that	point	to	things	that	were	written	in	this	time	period	that	say,	“Yeah,	
we	can	trust	that	the	Word	of	God	is	true	and	faithful.”	We	can	see	how	all	of	history	submits	to	Christ,	not	vice	versa.	
Jesus	didn’t	look	for	an	opportune	time	and	say,	“I’ll	jump	in	right	here.”		

	
Galatians	4:4,	

“But	when	the	fullness	of	time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	his	Son,	born	of	woman.”	
	
Jesus	came	to	free	the	people	of	this	world	from	worldly	kingdoms,	and	dominions,	and	thrones,	but	ultimately,	

to	free	us	from	sin.	Because	the	greatest	dictator	that	has	ever	lived	in	your	life	is	your	flesh.	The	most	violent	enemy	
that	you	have	ever	faced	is	the	temptation	that	will	lure	you	tonight	and	tomorrow.	The	enemy	that	you	can’t	defeat	is	
that	which	enslaves	you.	

If	you	are	here	tonight,	and	you	are	not	a	Christian,	what	Jesus	has	done	is	that	He	has	conquered	that	enemy	so	
that	His	kingdom	is	already	established	through	the	blood	of	Jesus.	That	is	a	kingdom	that	you	can	live	in	as	a	citizen	and	
as	a	saint.	You	can	be	victorious,	more	than	a	conqueror,	armed	for	battle	in	the	army	of	God,	as	we	march	forward.	As	
the	Gospel	would	spread	on	Roman	roads	in	the	first	century,	how	aggressively	might	it	spread	in	the	twenty-first	
century	through	what	we	have	been	given?	
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We	are	seeing	it	happen,	aren’t	we	church?	We	are	seeing	it	happen	in	the	Puric	Pa	people	in	Northern	India.	
We	are	seeing	it	happen	in	Mauritania,	and	South	Asia,141	with	people	from	this	church	who	are	taking	the	Gospel	and	
taking	part	in	this	work.	We	are	a	part	of	that;	you	get	to	be	a	part	of	that	and	I	get	to	be	a	part	of	that.	

We	can	go	back	seven	centuries	before	Christ	and	read	the	prophecies	of	what	would	come	and	see	how	they	
have	been	fulfilled	and	check	them	off	one	at	a	time.	What	does	that	mean	for	us?	I	think	the	Gospel	application	is	clear.	
Christ	has	conquered	so	that	we	might	live	as	conquerors	and	that	we	might	advance	the	Gospel,	wave	the	banner	of	
the	Gospel,	fly	the	flag	of	the	risen	Lord,	and	go	forward	so	that	the	nations	might	know.	So	that	the	nations	might	
know.	

I’ll	pray.	
Lord, I pray that as we prepare to worship you in song and in reflection in response to your Word, 

that you would help us to see in these truths and in all that has happened historically in the world, that you 
have been at work. Nothing is random and nothing is accidental. I pray that we would know that the same 
stone that crushes the feet of this great statue, as Roman Caesars and dictators predicted the fall of 
Christianity, and people have been doing it ever since, but the only thing that has not wavered in the last 
two thousand years is the advance of the Gospel. Kingdoms have risen and kingdoms have fallen. Modern 
day Greece is in complete financial ruin. Rome is nothing more than a religious epicenter in a place where 
tourists go to spend their money. But the cross of Christ remains the point in history that gives us hope and 
confidence. The empty tomb is the point in history that emboldens us and the message of the Gospel is what 
we carry because you are exalted and you sit on a throne now by which and from which you will judge both 
the living and the dead. We will rule and reign with you in a kingdom that never ends and I pray that we 
would get that and that it would shape our lives. We love you for it. In Jesus’ name. 

	
(Rob	Conti)	
“At	the	fullness	of	time”	God	sent	His	Son	into	the	world.	Right?	He	set	the	world	stage	and	whispered	His	name	

for	thousands	of	years.	Then,	He	came	into	this	world,	born	of	a	virgin,	born	into	human	flesh,	so	that	He	could	take	our	
sin,	and	our	shame,	and	our	guilt.	Underneath	the	weight	of	it,	He	bore	it	on	the	cross	to	take	the	wrath	and	the	Hell	
that	we	deserve,	so	that	He	could	rise	again	in	victory.	Thanksgiving?	Oh,	yes!	We	will	give	thanks	this	week,	all	week	
long,	for	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	Because,	like	Brody	said	at	the	start,	on	your	worst	day	as	a	Christian,	you	are	
forgiven.	On	your	worst	day	you	were	atoned	and	you	are	set	apart	for	the	glory	of	God.	So,	give	thanks.	On	your	worst	
day,	when	life	brings	you	trials,	and	suffering,	and	persecution,	look	forward	to	the	reality	that	just	like	the	promises	of	
His	first	coming	were	true	the	promises	of	His	return	are	true,	and	this	life	is	but	a	vapor.	We	will	spend	forever	giving	
thanks	in	Heaven,	glorified.	Yes,	we	will	give	thanks!	

So,	if	you	don’t	know,	one	of	our	families	in	the	church,	the	Potters,	are	adopting	JJ	from	China.	On	the	screen	
there’s	a	picture	of	Mackenzie	and	JJ.	They	are	over	there	right	now	and	they	have	him.	So,	they	will	be	coming	home	in	
about	two	weeks.	

I	would	like	to	say	this,	too.	If	you	are	visiting	with	us,	during	the	week	we	meet	in	discipleship	groups.	
Hopefully,	your	thought	process	when	you	come	to	church	isn’t	just,	“Oh,	yeah,	it’s	almost	six	o’clock.	I	should	brush	my	
teeth	and	show	up.”	All	of	us,	whether	you	are	the	one	teaching,	or	leading	in	worship,	or	running	sound,	or	whatever	
your	role	is,	the	idea	is	that	you	come	to	church	to	serve.	You	come	here	ready	to	use	the	gifts	that	God	has	given	you	by	
His	Spirit	to	serve	this	body.	Hopefully,	you	are	doing	that.	One	of	the	ways	that	we	extend	that	throughout	the	week	is	
in	discipleship	groups.	So,	if	you	are	not	a	part	of	one,	or	if	you	would	like	to	know	more,	you	can	contact	me	at	
rob@swoutfitters.com.	I’d	love	to	talk	to	you	more	about	discipleship	groups	and	get	you	plugged	in.		

Also,	when	this	service	is	over	we	will	hang	out	for	a	while	and	just	have	fellowship	together.	That’s	where	the	
gold	happens,	right?	In	fellowship	and	in	hanging	out,	that	is	where	the	Holy	Spirit,	through	you,	will	use	your	gift	to	
bless	another	believer.	

So,	please	pray	for	the	Potters	and	we	will	be	celebrating	Christmas	with	them.	That	will	be	awesome.	
	
Our	benediction	tonight	comes	from	Hebrews	13:20,	
	

																																																													
141	Locations	where	Red	Oak	Church	has	missionaries.	
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“Now	may	the	God	of	peace	who	brought	again	from	the	dead	our	Lord	Jesus,	the	great	shepherd	
of	the	sheep,	by	the	blood	of	the	eternal	covenant,	21	equip	you	with	everything	good	that	you	may	do	his	
will,	working	in	us	that	which	is	pleasing	in	his	sight,	through	Jesus	Christ,	to	whom	be	glory	forever	and	
ever.	Amen.”	
	
I	love	you,	Church.
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November	29,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Esther	
Brody	Holloway	
	

Turn,	if	you	would,	to	the	Old	Testament	book	of	Esther.	The	story	starts	sort	of	in	the	middle	of	Daniel’s	visions	
that	we	looked	at	last	week.	Chronologically,	as	you	go	through	the	Old	Testament,	it	picks	up	where	we	left	off.	If	you	
remember,	we	looked	at	these	different	kingdoms	that	Nebuchadnezzar	was	having	visions	of	and	the	second	of	those	
kingdoms	was	the	Persian	Empire	or	the	Persian	kingdom.	So,	Esther	is	a	story	that	was	written	during	the	period	of	the	
Persian	Empire.	

So,	for	a	little	background,	if	you	recall,	there	was	a	king	in	Babylon	who	was	overthrown	by	a	Persian	king.	That	
Persian	king	was	fairly	benevolent	as	far	as	the	Jews	were	concerned.	In	fact,	he	overthrew	the	Babylonian	kingdom	and	
subsequent	to	that	a	lot	of	the	Jews	were	allowed	to	go	back	to	their	homeland.	Under	the	Babylonian	Empire	a	lot	of	
Jews	were	allowed	to	return,	but	under	this	Persian	king	there	was	a	massive	resurgence	back	into	Palestine	and	Israel.	
So,	a	lot	of	Jews	went	back	to	their	homeland.	But,	a	lot	of	Jews	didn’t	go.	So,	the	story	starts	at	a	period	in	history	
where	this	once	dominant	kingdom,	known	as	Israel,	had	been	ruled	and	reigned	over	by	one	king,	named	Solomon.	In	
fact,	many	of	the	surrounding	kingdoms	had	come	and	paid	tribute	to	Solomon.	They	ruled	and	reigned	with	authority	
and	in	that	was	a	foreshadowing	of	a	kingdom	that	would	one	day	come.	It	would	first	be	a	spiritual	kingdom	and	then	it	
would	be	a	physical	kingdom.	We	are	realizing	the	spiritual	kingdom	now,	which	is	the	building	of	this	kingdom	that	
Christ	came	to	start	putting	together	through	the	work	of	salvation	and	redemption,	and	bringing	people	together	from	
all	languages,	races,	and	creeds,	by	being	converted	and	brought	into	this	one	kingdom	by	the	power	of	the	Gospel.	So,	
Jesus	would	say	things	like,	“The	kingdom	is	at	hand,”	and	John	the	Baptist	prepared	the	way	for	that	by	telling	the	
people	that	there	was	a	kingdom	coming	and	it	was	now.	As	a	prophet,	he	prepared	the	way	for	Jesus.	So,	in	one	sense	
Israel,	as	a	kingdom,	was	pointing	to	that,	but	in	another	sense	it	was	pointing	to	an	eternal	kingdom.	We	just	sang	
about	it,	where	one	day	Christ	will	sit	on	a	throne	and	rule	over	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	Earth,	literally	and	physically,	not	
just	spiritually.	Physically,	Jesus	will	rule	over	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	Earth.	

So,	this	great	kingdom	of	Israel,	according	to	God’s	warnings,	is	carried	into	captivity	and	they	became	an	exiled	
nation.	They	were	a	nation	of	exiles.	God	had	promised,	through	Moses	in	Deuteronomy,	“If	you	don’t	keep	my	
commandments	and	follow	my	Law	in	obedience,	then	what	is	going	to	happen	is	that	other	kingdoms	will	come	in	and	
scatter	you	throughout	the	Earth.”	In	fact,	that’s	what	happens.	So,	you	have	the	nation	of	Jews	scattered	to	a	lot	of	
different	nations	throughout	the	Earth.	

Now,	the	story	picks	up	when	a	man	named	Xerxes	is	king.	In	your	Bible	it	will	probably	use	the	name	Ahasuerus,	
but	we	know	him	as	the	Persian	king,	Xerxes.	Most	of	us	have	probably	heard	of	him.	He	was	a	great	and	powerful	king,	
in	fact,	most	of	the	secular,	extra-biblical	writing	from	that	period	of	history	name	him	as	one	of	the	greatest	kings,	
dictators,	and	tyrants	of	all	time.	He	had	a	great	deal	of	power	and	authority	but	he	also	enjoyed	a	great	deal	of	loyalty	
from	his	people.	In	the	end	he	was	actually	assassinated.	His	whole	life	was	characterized	by	drama.	He	actually	tried	to	
attack	the	Greek	city-states	on	multiple	occasions	and	was	turned	back.	Eventually,	we	know	that	the	Greeks	overthrew	
the	Persian	Empire.	So,	Xerxes	was	a	central	and	polarizing	figure	in	history	because	he	ruled	over	the	Persian	Empire,	
which	was	North	Africa,	most	of	the	Middle	East,	over	into	South	Asia,	and	up	into	Europe,	over	into	modern	day	
Pakistan	and	India,	and	from	there	all	the	way	out	toward	Western	Europe	and	as	far	down	as	Northern	Sudan.	It	was	a	
vast	empire	of	over	130	provinces	and	each	province	would	have	had	governors,	and	rulers,	and	something	like	local	
kings.		

In	Roman	terms	and	under	the	Roman	Empire,	the	province	that	Jesus	lived	in,	in	Palestine,	was	ruled	by	the	
Herodian	dynasty.	Remember	that?	The	Romans	would	rule	from	Rome	but	then	they	would	have	these	provincial	
leaders	who	would	rule	and	govern.	So,	under	the	Persian	Empire	it	was	the	same	way.	You	had	130-plus	provinces	that	
were	ruled	by	local	kings	or	mini-dictators.	They	had	a	lot	of	autonomy	and	freedom	but	the	overall	governance	of	the	
entire	kingdom	fell	to	the	feet	of	this	man	named	Xerxes.	He	would	have	been	like	most	ancient	kings	in	that	he	would	
have	operated	with	a	lot	of	loyal	eunuchs	whom	he	would	hand	choose.	They	would	be	smart,	gifted,	and	wise	people	
and	these	eunuchs	would	serve	him	very	loyally	for	their	whole	lives.	Obviously,	they	would	not	marry	or	have	families	
of	their	own;	they	were	simply	loyal	to	the	throne	and	they	gave	their	lives	in	loyalty	to	the	king.	Xerxes	would	also	be	
master	of	a	harem	of	virgins.	
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This	is	a	very	foreign	concept	to	us	in	an	era	where	we	think	a	lot	about	the	problem	of	sexual	trafficking.	There	
is	a	lot	of	talk	today	about	sex	trafficking,	where	women	and	young	girls	are	trafficked	out	and	prostituted	for	profit	and	
gain.	I	read	a	story	recently	in	an	online	news	source	of	a	girl	that	estimates	that	she	has	been	trafficked	out	over	forty-
thousand	times	in	a	ten	year	period.	Just	day	in	and	day	out,	all	day	every	day,	she	was	prostituted	at	what	was	basically	
a	slave	master.	In	Persia,	it	was	different	in	a	sense,	in	that	in	a	king’s	harem	there	was	some	degree	of	honor	for	a	
young	girl	to	be	brought	into	that	harem.	Much	like	the	eunuch	would	be	loyal	to	the	king	and	never	have	a	family,	these	
virgins	would	be	loyal	to	the	king	and	maybe	never	even	experience	personal	or	physical	interaction	with	him.	Most	
historians	think	that	this	harem	was	probably	1400-1500	women.	Now,	remember	that	Solomon,	the	great	Israelite	king,	
had	a	harem	of	about	a	thousand	women,	so	this	was	very	commonplace	in	that	era.	

In	this	harem,	a	young	girl	may	be	called	up	to	service	the	king,	for	lack	of	better	terminology,	in	a	one	night	
affair,	in	what	we	would	think	of	as	a	one	night	sexual	escapade,	and	then	she	might	be	relegated	back	into	the	harem	
where	she	may	never	be	called	out	from	that	dwelling	again.	She	would	not	have	a	family,	get	to	be	a	mother,	or	get	to	
be	a	wife,	but	would	basically	live	out	all	of	her	days	to	be	at	the	king’s	demand	for	that	one,	or	two,	or	six,	or	eight	hour	
block	of	time.	It	was	a	very	twisted	way	of	doing	things	and	very	foreign	to	our	ideology	as	Westerners	or	Americans	in	
the	twenty-first	century.	But,	that	was	the	reality	of	how	things	worked.	

So,	when	a	king	would	overthrow	another	kingdom,	as	we	have	talked	about	over	the	past	few	weeks,	he	would	
take	the	choicest	young	men	and	make	them	military	leaders,	or	architects,	or	students	in	graduate	programs,	and	they	
might	become	astronomers,	or	wisemen	like	Daniel	was,	or	philosophers,	or	teachers,	or	professors.	They	might	even	
become	great	military	leaders	but	they	would	be	rooted	out	of	their	national	identity	and	brought	into	this	new	identity	
as,	in	this	case,	Persians,	or	in	the	Babylonian	kingdom	as	Babylonians,	and	so	on	and	so	forth.	So,	likewise,	with	the	
virgin	girl.	Maybe	at	age	twelve	or	fourteen	she	would	be	plucked	from	her	family	and	brought	into	the	king’s	service	
and	she	would	remain	there	all	of	her	days,	simply	doing	what	was	expected	and	required	of	her	as,	basically,	a	slave.	

That	is	sort	of	the	setting	for	the	story.	Now,	the	king	would	have	sort	of	a	public	queen	figure.	He	would	be	
married	in	a	public	ceremony	and	there	would	typically	be	more	than	one	wife,	but	there	would	be	one	who	sort	of	
ruled	as	the	queen.	But,	the	queen	was	really	just	a	little	bit	more	exalted	than	the	other	female	slaves	or	subjects.	So,	
the	queen	at	the	start	of	this	story	is	a	woman	named	Vashti.	She	was	married	to	Xerxes	and	they	ruled	the	known	
world,	which	was	the	Persian	Empire,	and	under	that	rule	was	a	displaced,	exiled	group	of	people	known	as	Jews.	They	
were	scattered	throughout	the	Persian	Empire.	We	really	looked	at	that	in	depth	last	week.	So,	that	sets	the	backdrop	
for	our	story.	

Now,	what	happens	is	that	Xerxes	throws	this	massive	party	and	everybody	is	drunk,	and	having	a	good	time,	
and	this	party	goes	on	for	days	and	weeks.	This	was	commonplace,	especially	after	a	military	campaign.	Maybe	a	king	
would	come	together	with	his	main	generals	and	they	would	have	a	big,	drunken	party.	They	would	bring	in	women	
from	the	harem	and	it	was	everything	that	your	imagination	could	contrive	of	or	fathom.	It	was	complete	debauchery	
and	a	drunken	orgy.	So,	in	that	mockery	of	love,	and	sex,	and	religion,	and	spirituality,	and	governance,	the	king	got	the	
big	idea	that	he	would	call	his	wife,	Queen	Vashti,	to	come	in	and	he	would	somehow	display	her	for	everyone	to	see.	
We	aren’t	told	exactly	what	is	happening	but	you	can	read	it	in	chapter	one.	I	don’t	know	if	it	was	because	of	her	great	
beauty	but	he	was	going	to	display	her,	or	show	her	off,	or	whatever.	She	was	literally	a	trophy	wife	and	he	was	going	to	
show	her	off,	but	she	said	she	wasn’t	going	to	come	out	among	all	of	his	drunken	buddies.	It	was	completely	perverse	
and	for	whatever	reason	she	didn’t	go.	There	is	a	lot	that	isn’t	revealed	to	us	in	the	story	but	we	know	that	she	said	she	
wasn’t	going	to	come.	But,	you	don’t	say	that	to	a	king,	especially	Xerxes,	a	Persian	monarch.	As	a	result,	she	was	
banished	and	driven	from	her	position	as	queen.	

One	of	the	things	that	you	see	kind	of	play	out	as	we	walk	through	the	story	is	that	Xerxes	seems	to	be	fairly	
easily	swayed	and	influenced	by	people,	like	Haman.	In	this	instance,	in	chapter	one,	all	these	generals	were	telling	him	
that	he	better	do	something	about	this	wife	that	just	denied	his	command	in	front	over	everybody,	and	if	he	didn’t	do	
something	about	it	there	was	going	to	be	some	kind	of	women’s	liberation	movement	in	all	of	Persia.	Feminism	would	
be	rampant	and	Xerxes	needed	to	nip	it	in	the	bud	and	stop	it	right	now.	So,	Xerxes	sent	Vashti	into	exile.	

But	now,	the	process	began	to	choose	a	new	queen.	There	needed	to	be	a	queen	because	that	was	expected	of	
a	king.	Even	though	he	had	a	harem,	it	wasn’t	what	we	would	think	of	as	a	husband	and	wife	as	completing	one	another.	
It	was	a	political	power	play.	She	was	literally	a	figurehead	for	the	kingdom.	Now,	the	queen	would	always	be	at	the	
disposal	of	the	king	and	he	could	have	her	killed	if	he	wanted	to.	Or,	he	could	even	exalt	her	to	a	position	where	she	
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was,	as	we	see	in	the	story,	second	in	command	over	the	entire	kingdom.	By	the	time	the	story	is	over	we	see	Esther	
with	a	great	deal	of	authority.	So,	the	king	had	something	like	a	massive	beauty	contest.	

I	couldn’t	help	myself	and	I	watched	a	couple	of	YouTube	videos	of	awkward	moments	in	beauty	contests.	Not	
surprising	to	most	of	you,	I	have	never	really	watched	beauty	contests,	except	my	wife	and	I	went	to	one	because	my	
sister	was	in	the	Miss	North	Carolina	pageant	back	in	1992,	I	think	it	was.	And	we	come	from	the	same	gene	pool,	which	
is	really	comical.	She	gets	a	kick	out	of	that.	Anyway,	it	was	really	comical	and	there	were	some	girls	saying	some	funny	
stuff	in	those	videos.	I’m	not	throwing	off	on	anybody	because	there	are	probably	some	very	smart	girls	in	those	
contests,	but	if	you	want	to	get	a	good	laugh	check	out	some	of	those	YouTube	videos.	

But,	when	we	think	of	beauty	contests	we	kind	of	have	our	own	idea	of	what	that	is,	but	this	was	a	big	status	
deal.	Most	of	them	would	have	been	younger	girls	and	they	would	be	basically	paraded	before	the	king,	not	in	a	sense	
that	they	would	answer	questions	and	do	their	talent	like	we	are	familiar	with.	What	we	have	worked	through	as	a	
family	over	the	last	three	weeks,	as	I’ve	been	preparing	this	message,	was	we	have	had	to	root	out	of	our	memories	the	
asparagus	version	of	Queen	Esther.142	Root	it	out.	Vashti	was	not	banished	to	the	Isle	of	Perpetual	Tickling.	There	were	
no	talent	contests	with	girls	singing	about	puppy	dogs.	Okay?	You	know	what	I’m	talking	about	if	you	have	toddlers	or	if	
you	have	had	toddlers	any	time	in	the	last	twenty	years.	

So,	what	would	happen	is	that	these	girls	would	be	prepared	for	one	night	with	the	king,	thus	the	name	of	the	
movie143.	Wrap	your	minds	around	this	because	it’s	mindblowing	to	me.	This	one	evening	with	the	king	was	simply	for	
them	to	seduce	and	please	him	enough	that	he	would	choose	them	to	be	queen.	This	contest	might	go	on	for	years.	In	
fact,	we	can	look	at	the	timeline,	and	from	the	time	that	Esther	becomes	queen	and	going	back	to	the	embarrassment	
with	Vashti	was	about	a	four	year	period	of	time.	So,	this	contest	of	one	woman	winning	over	the	favor	of	the	king	takes	
place.	Esther	was	a	no-name	girl	who	was	Jewish	by	birth	and	who	was	being	raised	by	her	cousin,	a	man	named	
Mordecai.	He	was	more	like	an	uncle	because	he	was	raising	her	and	Scripture	says	that	she	treated	him	like	a	father.	So,	
he	told	Esther	that	she	was	going	to	be	in	the	selection	process	and	he	coached	her	through	it.	

So,	I	want	to	look	at	a	couple	of	things	as	we	come	to	Esther	2,	with	all	of	that	as	kind	of	the	backdrop	and	with	
the	stage	set.	It	says	in	verse	5,	

	
“Now	there	was	a	Jew	in	Susa	the	citadel	whose	name	was	Mordecai,	the	son	of	Jair,	son	of	

Shimei,	son	of	Kish,	a	Benjaminite.”	
	
I	want	to	point	that	out	because	Mordecai’s	lineage	will	play	into	this	when	we	get	over	into	chapter	3.	

Mordecai	is	descended	from	and	is	in	this	line	of	people	from	the	Southern	Kingdom	of	Judah,	which	consisted	of	Judah	
and	the	tribe	of	Benjamin.	Remember	that	there	was	an	ancient	king	in	Israel,	named	Saul,	who	was	the	first	king	of	
Israel,	and	his	father	was	a	man	named	Kish,	who	was	a	Benjamite.	So,	there	is	a	sort	of	parallel	happening	between	
Mordecai	and,	a	thousand	years	before	this,	King	Saul.	There	seem	to	be	some	parallels	that	will	come	back	into	play	in	
just	a	few	minutes.	

So,	you	have	Mordecai	and	his	lineage,	and	he	had	been	carried	away	as	one	of	the	exiles.	In	verse	7,	
	

“He	was	bringing	up	Hadassah,	that	is	Esther,	the	daughter	of	his	uncle,	for	she	had	neither	father	
nor	mother.	The	young	woman	had	a	beautiful	figure	and	was	lovely	to	look	at,	and	when	her	father	and	
her	mother	died,	Mordecai	took	her	as	his	own	daughter.”	
	
This	was	a	normal	practice	in	families	according	to	the	Jewish	way	of	doing	things.	
	
Verse	8,	

“So	when	the	king's	order	and	his	edict	were	proclaimed,	and	when	many	young	women	were	
gathered	in	Susa	the	citadel	in	custody	of	Hegai,	Esther	also	was	taken	into	the	king's	palace	and	put	in	
custody	of	Hegai,	who	had	charge	of	the	women.”	
		

																																																													
142	Referring	to	the	Veggie	Tales	retelling	of	the	story;	http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0284605/	.	
143	One	Night	With	The	King,	chronicles	the	life	of	Esther	(2006);	http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0430431/?ref_=nv_sr_1		
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So,	there	is	a	eunuch	who	is	in	service	to	the	king,	who	has	been	hand-picked	to	oversee	the	selection	process.	
Most	of	you	are	familiar	with	the	story.	Esther	is	brought	into	that	process.	

	
Verse	15,	

“When	the	turn	came	for	Esther	the	daughter	of	Abihail	the	uncle	of	Mordecai,	who	had	taken	her	
as	his	own	daughter,	to	go	in	to	the	king,	she	asked	for	nothing	except	what	Hegai	the	king's	eunuch,	who	
had	charge	of	the	women,	advised.”	
	
So,	it	was	her	turn	to	go	into	the	king.	Months	of	preparation	had	gone	into	this.	It	was	her	night	and	she	simply	

asked	her	advisor	what	he	thought	she	should	do.	This	is	fairly	scandalous	and	we	need	to	be	careful	not	to	get	caught	in	
the	weeds	and	in	thinking,	“What’s	she	doing?”	She’s	not	taking	a	stand	against	this	obvious	sexual	sin.	She	wasn’t	
declaring	herself	a	Jew.	She	was	breaking	from	the	Torah	and	she	was	not	following	the	Law.	We	will	look	at	that	more	
as	we	get	to	the	end	of	the	message.	At	any	rate,	in	this	point	in	the	story,	she	simply	goes	into	the	king	and	submits	to	
the	king.	

	
Verse	16,	

“And	when	Esther	was	taken	to	King	Ahasuerus,	into	his	royal	palace,	in	the	tenth	month,	which	is	
the	month	of	Tebeth,	in	the	seventh	year	of	his	reign,	17	the	king	loved	Esther	more	than	all	the	women,	
and	she	won	grace	and	favor	in	his	sight	more	than	all	the	virgins.”	
	
That	is	important.	That’s	important	if	you	mark	your	Bibles.	“Grace	and	favor”	from	the	Lord.	God	put	her	there	

in	that	position.	Think	of	verses	like	Samuel	increasing	in	wisdom,	and	stature,	and	in	favor	with	people	around	him144.	
Jesus,	himself,	in	Luke	2,	increases	in	wisdom	and	stature,	and	in	favor	with	God	and	man145.	So,	Esther	was	given	grace	
and	favor	and	the	king	received	her	and	she	became	his	queen.	

So,	we	are	going	to	fast	track	and	go	down	to	verse	19.	It	would	appear	that	when	she	became	queen,	according	
to	the	timeline,	that	she	got	Mordecai	a	job	in	the	king’s	cabinet.	Now,	this	Jewish	man,	Mordecai,	was	serving	in	the	
king’s	court.	

	
Verse	19,	

“Now	when	the	virgins	were	gathered	together	the	second	time,	Mordecai	was	sitting	at	the	king's	
gate.	20	Esther	had	not	made	known	her	kindred	or	her	people,”	
	
Because	that’s	what	Mordecai	had	commanded	her	not	to	do.	Mordecai	was	now	sitting	in	the	king’s	gate,	

which	was	an	inner	circle	kind	of	thing	and	a	position	of	status.	And	nobody	knows	that	Esther	is	a	Jew.	Nobody	knows	
that	the	king	has	just	married	a	young	lady	who	is	from	this	group	of	people	that	they	have	subdued	and	that	they	have	
in	captivity.	But	something	interesting	is	about	to	happen.	

	
Verse	21,	

“In	those	days,	as	Mordecai	was	sitting	at	the	king's	gate,	Bigthan	and	Teresh,	two	of	the	king's	
eunuchs,	who	guarded	the	threshold,	became	angry	and	sought	to	lay	hands	on	King	Ahasuerus.	22	And	
this	came	to	the	knowledge	of	Mordecai,	and	he	told	it	to	Queen	Esther,	and	Esther	told	the	king	in	the	
name	of	Mordecai.	23	When	the	affair	was	investigated	and	found	to	be	so,	the	men	were	both	hanged	on	
the	gallows.	And	it	was	recorded	in	the	book	of	the	chronicles	in	the	presence	of	the	king.”	
	
So,	Mordecai	had	been	rubbing	shoulders	with	the	who’s-who	of	the	Persian	elite;	like	the	Persian	cabinet,	and	

Secretary	of	State,	and	Secretary	of	Defense,	and	Secretary	of	Health,	and	the	Attorney	General,	and	Mordecai	was	right	
there	in	the	thick	of	them.	That’s	the	way	good	politics	work,	especially	when	you	have	God’s	favor.	Esther	had	
somehow	gotten	her	cousin	into	this	position	at	the	king’s	gate	and	he	was	privy	to	inside	information,	and	he	

																																																													
144	1	Samuel	1:26	
145	Luke	2:52	
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unearthed	or	overheard	a	plot	to	assassinate	King	Xerxes.	So,	he	went	and	told	Esther	and	she	went	on	his	behalf	to	the	
king	and	told	Xerxes	what	Mordecai	had	overheard.	They	investigated	it	and	it	was	found	to	be	true	and	they	executed	
the	two	men	and	recorded	and	documented	it	all	into	the	king’s	documentation.	The	Persians	were	known,	by	the	way,	
to	keep	impeccable	documents.	The	Babylonians	and	Persians	were	both	the	first	two	cultures	who	really	kept	good	
documentation.	

Now,	we	get	to	chapter	3	and	here’s	what	happens.	In	verses	1-6,	we	are	introduced	to	a	man	named	Haman	
the	Agagite.	It	says,	in	Esther	3:1,	

	
“After	these	things	King	Ahasuerus	promoted	Haman	the	Agagite,	the	son	of	Hammedatha.”	

	
So,	after	Mordecai	saved	the	king’s	life,	the	king	promoted	this	other	man,	Haman,	into	a	position	of	authority.	It	

is	clear	that	Mordecai	didn’t	get	promoted	even	though	he	had	done	this	great	thing.	He	was	overlooked.	Think	of	
Joseph	in	prison.	He	had	interpreted	a	vision	and	told	them,	“Don’t	forget	me.	Don’t	leave	me	in	prison,”	but	he	was	
forgotten.146	Mordecai	was	sort	of	swept	aside	and	this	man,	Haman,	became	something	like	a	Secretary	of	State.		

	
“(Xerxes)	advanced	him	and	set	his	throne	above	all	the	officials	who	were	with	him.”	

	
There	were	130	or	so	provinces	and	each	one	would	have	had	a	governor	or	a	local	king,	and	those	guys	would	

answer	to	Haman.	This	man	was	very	important.	We	don’t	really	have	a	position	that	would	line	up	with	this	but	it	would	
be	like	a	Secretary	of	State	or	Vice	President.	Basically,	anything	he	said	was	going	to	go	and	he	could	do	as	he	pleased.	

	
“And	all	the	king's	servants	who	were	at	the	king's	gate	bowed	down	and	paid	homage	to	Haman,	

for	the	king	had	so	commanded	concerning	him.”	
	
The	king	said,	“This	is	my	man.	Everyone	bow	down	and	pay	homage	to	him.	If	you	don’t,	it’s	an	insult	to	me.”	

So,	everyone	was	supposed	to	bow	down	before	Haman.	
	
Verse	3:2,	

“But	Mordecai	did	not	bow	down	or	pay	homage.”	
	
For	most	of	my	life,	I	thought	this	was	because	Mordecai	wouldn’t	worship	someone	other	than	the	Lord,	but	

keep	in	mind	that	this	is	a	cultural	practice.	Even	in	modern	day,	in	a	lot	of	cultures	you	bow	to	someone.	It’s	a	courtesy	
and	a	greeting.	This	was	probably	not	a	worshipful	bow.	We	are	probably	not	talking	about	him	as	a	demigod	or	
anything	like	that.	It	was	simply	a	recognition.	Think	of	a	Marine	saluting	the	President	when	he	steps	off	of	the	
helicopter.	Mordecai	was	like,	“I’m	not	doing	it.”	Imagine	the	Marine	that	is	standing	there	at	Marine	One	when	the	
President	steps	off	of	the	helicopter.	If	he	turns	his	nose	up	at	him,	we’ve	got	problems.	That	guy	is	not	going	to	be	
promoted;	in	fact,	other	things	are	going	to	happen.	In	Mordecai’s	culture,	it	was	worse	than	that.	You	could	lose	your	
head.	

One	thing	I	want	to	point	out	is	that	we	see	a	lot	of	spine	in	Mordecai.	He’s	bold.	He	has	a	family	and	he	has	an	
elevated	position	so	there’s	a	lot	at	stake	for	him.	Don’t	get	lost	in	the	weeds	because	you’ve	heard	the	story	a	thousand	
times	and	think	that	it’s	no	big	deal.	Don’t	picture	Pa	Grape147	with	the	glasses,	okay?	Unplug	from	that.	This	is	a	man	
who	has	been	given	a	very	elite	position.	Think	about	this;	this	is	a	subdued,	exiled,	and	enslaved	people,	who	are	in	
captivity	to	a	pagan	warlord,	named	Xerxes,	who	rules	over	the	world	fairly	ruthlessly,	and	kills	people	at	his	whim.	
Everyone	is	at	his	beck	and	call,	and	Mordecai	is	like,	“You	can	take	my	job.	You	can	take	my	head.	I	will	not	bow	to	
Haman.”	I	don’t	know	everything	that	was	going	on	there	because	we	aren’t	told	all	the	details,	but	one	thing	I	want	to	
point	out	is	that	it	says	that	Haman	was	a	Agagite.	If	you	go	back	in	the	story	to	the	beginning	days	of	Israel	as	a	kingdom	
under	a	monarch	or	a	king,	where	Saul	was	the	first	king,	you	will	remember	that	Saul	kind	of	had	the	kingdom	jerked	
out	from	under	him	by	a	prophet	named	Samuel,	who	was	speaking	on	behalf	of	Yahweh.	And	remember	that	there	was	
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a	king	named	Agag.	He	was	an	Amalekite	king,	and	the	Amalekites	and	the	Israelites	were	at	war	with	each	other	
constantly,	especially	in	the	early	days,	until	the	Israelites	subdued	the	Amalekites.	Saul	subdued	the	Amalekites	and	he	
was	supposed	to	execute	this	king	named	Agag.	Remember	that	story?	He	didn’t	do	it	and	Samuel	showed	up	and	
Samuel	literally	hacked	Agag	to	pieces.	Remember	that?	Well,	this	man	Haman	is	a	descendant	of	that	king	Agag,	and	
Mordecai	is	a	descendant	of	the	people	of	Saul.	There	seems	to	be	at	least	a	thousand-year-long	rivalry	here.		

We	don’t	always	get	this.	We	are	living	in	a	country	that	is	less	than	three	hundred	years	old.	We	don’t	get	this.	
Last	night	I	met	a	man	who	was	Irish.	I’ve	learned	that	you	don’t	ask	someone	where	they	are	from,	because	they	will	
tell	you	where	they	currently	live.	People	typically	locate	to	where	they	want	to	be.	If	you	talk	to	somebody	around	here	
and	you	ask	them	where	they	are	from,	because	you	know	they	are	originally	from	Florida,	they’ll	say,	“I’m	from	
Murphy.”	No,	you	ask	them,	“Where	were	you	born	or	where	did	you	grow	up?”	So,	I	asked	this	guy,	“Where	did	you	
grow	up?	What’s	your	background?”	People	move	around	and	we	are	in	a	society	where	people	are	fairly	mobile.	Less	
than	half	of	our	congregation	is	from	this	part	of	the	country.	So,	this	Irish	guy	had	this	sweet	accent	and	I	asked	him	
where	he	was	born	and	he	said,	“Oireland.”	I	was	keeping	him	going	because	I	was	enjoying	listening	to	him	talk.	He	had	
worked	in	the	oil	fields,	and	that	brought	him	to	America,	and	now	he	is	a	security	guard	in	a	mall	parking	lot,	driving	a	
little	car	around.	We	had	a	good	conversation	and	we	talked	about	things	like	tobacco	and	soccer,	so	it	was	great.		

But,	we	lose	a	lot	of	the	idea	of	lineages	and	family	backgrounds.	There	is	nobody	that	my	family	has	anything	
like	a	thousand-year-old	grievance	with.	Even	if	something	bad	happened	to	you	in	middle	school,	like	there	was	a	bully	
from	another	family,	you	aren’t	going	to	go	on	Jerry	Springer	or	one	of	those	shows	like	How	Do	You	Like	Me	Now.	
That’s	just	laughable	and	comical.	We	don’t	hold	that	type	of	grudge.	

But,	here	you	have	these	guys,	Haman	and	Mordecai,	where	there	seems	to	be	thousand-year-old	bad	blood.	
It’s	really	bad	blood	because	Mordecai	is	willing	to	die	to	simply	not	have	to	bow	and	shake	the	hand	of	this	man,	
Haman.	He’s	not	going	to	do	it.	And	Haman	hates	Mordecai	so	badly	that	he	wants	him	dead.	That’s	where	the	story	
takes	us.	

	
Verse	4,	

“When	they	spoke	to	him	day	after	day	and	he	would	not	listen	to	them,	they	told	Haman,	in	order	
to	see	whether	Mordecai's	words	would	stand,	for	he	had	told	them	that	he	was	a	Jew.”	
	
Haman	hates	him	now	for	he	is	a	Jew.	
	

“And	when	Haman	saw	that	Mordecai	did	not	bow	down	or	pay	homage	to	him,	Haman	was	filled	
with	fury.	6	But	he	disdained	to	lay	hands	on	Mordecai	alone.	So,	as	they	had	made	known	to	him	the	
people	of	Mordecai,	Haman	sought	to	destroy	all	the	Jews,	the	people	of	Mordecai,	throughout	the	whole	
kingdom	of	Ahasuerus.”	
	
This	guy	is	evil.	He’s	like,	“I	need	to	kill	this	guy	but	I’m	not	going	to	just	kill	him;	I’m	going	to	kill	all	the	Jews.	I’m	

going	to	wipe	them	out.”	
	
Now,	I	want	to	stop	right	here	and	say	how	we	have	talked	throughout	this	series	about	how	all	of	history	is	

telling	one	story.	All	of	history	is	telling	the	story	of	the	Gospel.	Everything	points	us	to	Jesus.	We	really	unpacked	it	as	
best	as	we	could	in	last	week’s	message148.	All	of	history	points	to	the	babe	in	the	manger.	All	of	history	points	to	the	
miracles.	All	of	history	points	to	the	cross,	and	the	empty	tomb,	and	the	exalted	King	of	Kings.	All	of	history	is	being	told	
to	lead	us	to	that	moment,	and	you	have	a	point	in	history	right	here	where,	literally,	there	is	this	huge	nation	of	people	
that	God	has	established.	Paul	tells	the	Romans	in	Romans	9,	“You’ve	received	the	Law,	the	Prophets,	the	Patriarchs.	
You’ve	received	your	own	language,	and	lineages,	and	bloodlines.	You	have	an	ordered	twelve-tribe	lineage.”	We	can	
piece	the	whole	nation	together	going	back	to	Abraham.	Everything	is	in	place	where	you	can	take	this	prophecy	and	
connect	the	dot	to	another	guy	eight	hundred	years	later.	And	you	can	take	another	prophecy,	and	go	down	to	through	
this	king,	and	over	to	this	person,	and	connect	to	Jesus.	It	all	ties	together.	There’s	no	fancy	Bible	code	and	there	is	no	
jigsaw	puzzle.	It’s	like,	boom,	with	all	of	Scripture	as	this	big	marquee,	saying,	“Jesus!	Jesus!	Jesus!”	So	now,	at	this	one	
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moment	in	history,	it	all	comes	down	to	one	man	saying,	“I’m	going	to	kill	them	all!!	I’m	going	to	wipe	them	out.	There	
will	not	be	one	Jew	left	when	I’m	finished.”	

I	want	you	to	think	about	the	worst	day	you’ve	ever	had.	Imagine	that	you	get	word	that	someone	with	the	
power,	and	the	authority,	and	the	means	to	kill	you	and	your	whole	family,	and	everybody	in	your	town,	and	everybody	
in	your	community,	and	everybody	in	your	distant	family,	and	everybody	at	your	work—they	are	going	to	kill	them	all	
and	wipe	them	out.	I	tried	to	think	how	I	could	get	myself	emotionally	there.	I	read	this	week	where	there	were	two	
young	Australian	girls	who	had	been	killed	by	ISIS	because	they	had	basically	sold	themselves	to	ISIS	and	then	wanted	
out.	What	if	we	found	out	that	ISIS,	the	Islamic	State,	was	going	to	come	into	this	church	and	they	had	free	reign	with	
Red	Oak	and	with	all	of	our	extended	family	and	all	of	their	extended	family?	What	if	they	had	total	free	reign	to	do	
what	they	wanted	to	do?	You	know	what	their	goal	would	be—kill	us.	That’s	the	closest	I	could	get	to	this	situation	in	my	
mind.	

This	is	horrific.	There	is	a	plan	right	here,	in	history,	to	wipe	out	all	of	the	Jews	and	the	entire	race	of	people.	
Don’t	think	that	Hitler	had	a	new	idea.	Don’t	think	that	this	is	something	that	is	new	in	recent	generations.	From	the	
beginning,	why	would	it	be	that	the	Jews	would	be	the	most	hated	race	of	people	in	all	of	the	world?	Because	Satan	
would	do	everything	in	his	power	to	thwart	the	good	plan	of	God.	He	can	read	the	prophecies.	He	knows	the	plan	that	
God	has.	He	was	in	the	Garden	and	he	heard	the	initial	promise	when	God	said	He	was	going	to	raise	up	the	seed	of	
woman	who	would	crush	the	head	of	the	serpent	and	the	Gospel	would	prevail.	Satan	was	there	when	Jesus,	himself,	
spoke	to	Abraham	and	said	what	He	was	going	to	do.	He	was	there	when	God	made	promises	to	the	prophets	and	the	
judges.	He	was	there	when	God	would	speak	to	the	kings	through	their	prophets.	He	was	there	and	watching	as	God	
spoke	to	Moses	and	told	him	that	He	was	going	to	give	him	a	Law	that	would	govern	these	people,	which	would	
ultimately	point	to	a	greater	covenant.	Satan	has	been	there	through	all	of	it	and	he	is	saying,	“I’m	going	to	wipe	these	
people	out.”	He	is	constantly	at	work	to	thwart	the	plans	of	God,	but	praise	the	Lord	that	we	can	say	with	Job,	“I	have	
learned	that	no	plan	of	yours	will	be	thwarted.”149	If	anything	is	going	to	glare	at	us	out	of	this	story	it’s	that	our	God	is	
sovereign,	He	is	able,	and	He	is	providential.	When	those	three	young	men	were	thrown	into	the	furnace	and	
Nebuchadnezzar	looked	into	the	furnace	and	said,	“I	threw	three	men	into	that	furnace	but	now	I	see	four	men	walking	
around	and	one	is	like	the	son	of	the	gods150,”	he	recognized	that	there	is	a	God	who	is	able	to	keep	everything	that	He	
said	that	He	would	keep.	In	this	dark	moment	in	history,	everything	comes	down	to	this	one	man	who	is	wearing	the	
ring.	He	has	the	ring	to	get	the	job	done	and	that’s	exactly	what	he	does.	So,	he	sets	about	a	plan.	He	pays	an	enormous	
amount	of	money	into	the	king’s	treasury	so	we	know	that	he’s	already	a	man	of	status	and	wealth,	and	he	sets	out	to	
annihilate	this	entire	race	of	people.		

Haman	is	very	crafty.	He	doesn’t	just	say,	“Let’s	kill	all	the	Jews	in	Susa.”	This	guy	is	after	the	entire	Jewish	race	
and	wants	to	do	it	in	every	province.	He	writes	an	edict	and	stamps	it	with	the	king’s	seal	and	this	edict	goes	out	to	every	
province,	saying	that	on	one	particular	day	it	will	be	a	day	of	slaughter.	On	this	day,	the	people	were	to	rise	up	and	kill	
their	Jewish	neighbors.	If	your	boss	is	a	Jew,	kill	him.	What?	There	were	Jewish	bosses?	Yes,	they	were	assimilated	into	
Persian	society.	This	is	not	like	the	Israelites	in	Egypt.	Remember	when	we	went	through	Exodus?	The	Jews	were	not	
living	in	Persia	the	same	way	that	Jews	were	living	in	Egypt.	You	had	Jewish	people	running	businesses.	This	was	a	big	
deal.	The	edict	said,	“Rise	up!	We	are	giving	you	one	day	to	annihilate	a	race	of	people.	Kill	them	all!”	The	king	signed	it,	
and	they	put	couriers	on	their	fastest	horses,	and	they	sent	them	to	every	province.	

We	know	the	story.	The	word	went	out	and	Mordecai	was	in	complete	emotional	torment.	
	
Esther	4:1,	

“When	Mordecai	learned	all	that	had	been	done,	Mordecai	tore	his	clothes	and	put	on	sackcloth	
and	ashes.”	
	
There	was	a	visible,	outward	display	of	emotion	and	outrage.	So,	Esther	sent	word	by	her	handler	to	go	and	

check	on	Mordecai	and	see	what	was	going	on.	He	was	in	the	street	in	sackcloth	and	ashes,	which	was	a	sign	of	
mourning.	He	was	freaking	out	and	going	crazy.	So,	in	Esther	4,	you	have	a	really	raw	and	human	picture	of	Esther.	It	is	
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really	easy	to	take	Esther	and	make	her	straight-up	messianic	and	make	her	a	glorious	figure	of	a	person	who,	from	day	
one,	was	all	about	saving	the	Jews.		

Listen,	when	Stephanie151	did	the	spoken	word	at	the	beginning	of	the	service,	right	in	the	meat	of	that	poetry	
you	heard	the	torment	that	went	on	with	Esther.	Mordecai	had	a	lot	to	lose,	but	Esther	was	the	queen.	She	was	selected	
from	a	couple	of	thousand	of	the	most	beautiful	fifteen-hundred	single	ladies	in	all	of	the	Persian	Empire.	She	was	
chosen	and	she	became	queen.	She	had	a	position	of	status	and	could	easily	survive,	even	if	every	Jew	was	wiped	out,	
because	the	king	didn’t	even	know	she	was	Jewish.	She	could	let	it	happen	and	let	it	go.	We	have	it	in	our	minds	that	she	
is	just	so	noble	when	she	steps	up,	and	that	she’s	almost	superhuman,	but	I	want	you	to	listen	to	the	torment	that	is	
going	on.	She	struggles	with	this	and	wrestles	through	it.	

Esther	gets	word	from	Mordecai	about	what	is	happening.	We	are	in	chapter	4,	so	let’s	go	to	verse	8.	
	

“Mordecai	also	gave	him	a	copy	of	the	written	decree	issued	in	Susa	for	their	destruction,	that	he	
might	show	it	to	Esther	and	explain	it	to	her	and	command	her	to	go	to	the	king	to	beg	his	favor	and	plead	
with	him	on	behalf	of	her	people.	9	And	Hathach	went	and	told	Esther	what	Mordecai	had	said.	10	Then	
Esther	spoke	to	Hathach	and	commanded	him	to	go	to	Mordecai	and	say,	11	“All	the	king's	servants	and	
the	people	of	the	king's	provinces	know	that	if	any	man	or	woman	goes	to	the	king	inside	the	inner	court	
without	being	called,	there	is	but	one	law—to	be	put	to	death,	except	the	one	to	whom	the	king	holds	out	
the	golden	scepter	so	that	he	may	live.	But	as	for	me,	I	have	not	been	called	to	come	in	to	the	king	these	
thirty	days.”	
	
Here	is	what	one	commentator	calls	her	“Gethsemane	moment.”	I	believe	it’s	in	the	notes	in	the	Gospel	

Transformation	Bible152.	Picture	Christ	in	the	Bible	saying,	“God,	I	want	your	will	to	be	done,	but	if	there’s	a	way	we	can	
do	this	and	let	this	cup	pass	from	me.”153	This	is	Esther’s	moment	where	she’s	saying,	“I	know	that	I’m	the	queen,	but	it’s	
not	like	that.	Me	and	the	king	aren’t	kicked	back	under	the	covers	watching	Netflix	every	evening	until	he	falls	asleep	
snoring.	We	don’t	have	that	kind	of	marriage.	I	don’t	have	that	kind	of	access	to	him.	I	haven’t	seen	him	in	thirty	days	
because	he	hasn’t	called	for	me	in	thirty	days.	Why	does	that	matter?	Because	I	do	not	go	to	the	king	unless	I’m	called	
for.	Nobody	goes	to	the	king	unless	they	are	called	for.	I	can’t	do	this.	He	will	kill	me.	Do	you	know	what	he	did	to	his	last	
wife?	It	will	be	worse	for	me.”	There	is	a	moment	where	you	see	that	Esther	is	struggling.	But,	it’s	not	a	moment	of	
weakness	or	cowardice.	She’s	not	running	away.	It	is	a	messianic	picture.	Don’t	get	caught	up	in	thinking	that	Esther	is	a	
sort	of	foreshadowing,	messianic	figure	because	she	boldly	marches	in	and	saves	her	people.	She	is	messianic	and	she	is	
a	foreshadowing	of	Christ,	in	this	moment,	in	the	Garden	of	Gethsemane,	when	He	is	pouring	His	heart	out	before	His	
Father,	saying,	“Is	there	any	other	way	we	can	do	this?”	Listen,	Esther	is	you	and	me.	She’s	human.	She’s	not	perfect	and	
she	is	wrestling	and	struggling	with	this.	Do	you	ever	wrestle	and	struggle	to	do	what	is	right?	She’s	in	this	moment	
where	the	easy	path	would	not	be	the	right	path.	The	easy	path	would	be	the	wrong	path	that	would	take	her	to	safety	
and	leave	her	people	to	die;	and	literally,	potentially,	it	could	cut	off	the	lineage	of	the	Messiah.	

You	guys	know	the	famous	line	that	Mordecai	says	in	this	next	section.	He	says	to	her,	“You’ve	got	to	go	back.	If	
you	don’t,	everyone	is	going	to	die.	And	don’t	think	that	you	will	get	away;	you	will	be	found	out.”	He	says	in	verse	13,	

	
“Do	not	think	to	yourself	that	in	the	king's	palace	you	will	escape	any	more	than	all	the	other	Jews.	

14	For	if	you	keep	silent	at	this	time,	relief	and	deliverance	will	rise	for	the	Jews	from	another	place,	but	you	
and	your	father's	house	will	perish.”	
	
This	is	awesome.	Mordecai	is	reminding	Esther	of	the	promises	of	God.	He	is	instructing	her	and	teaching	her.	

He’s	like,	“You	can	go	back	and	ignore	this,	and	you	may	live	and	you	may	die,	but	let	me	tell	you	something;	God’s	
people	are	not	going	to	be	annihilated.	So,	you	can	allow	God	to	work	through	you	in	this,	or	you	can	allow	Him	to	work	
around	you,	and	over	you,	and	in	spite	of	you.	But	don’t	miss	the	point	here;	the	Jews	are	not	going	to	be	annihilated.	
God	will	raise	up	a	deliverer	because	His	promises	hold	true.”	Mordecai	is	a	man	of	great	faith	and	knowledge.	

																																																													
151	Red	Oak	member,	Stephanie	Ferguson,	did	a	brief	monologue	entitled	Becoming	Esther,	about	the	kind	of	preparation	that	the	future	
queen	Esther	had	to	go	through	before	she	was	able	to	come	before	King	Xerxes.	
152	http://gospeltransformationbible.org/		
153	Luke	22:42,	Mark	14:36,	Matthew	26:39	
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Verse	15,	

“Then	Esther	told	them	to	reply	to	Mordecai,	16	“Go,	gather	all	the	Jews	to	be	found	in	Susa,	and	
hold	a	fast	on	my	behalf,	and	do	not	eat	or	drink	for	three	days,	night	or	day.	I	and	my	young	women	will	
also	fast	as	you	do.	Then	I	will	go	to	the	king,	though	it	is	against	the	law,	and	if	I	perish,	I	perish.”	
	
She	embraces	it.	She	accepts	it.	She	says,	“Nevertheless,	not	my	will,	but	your	will	be	done.”154	“If	I	die,	that’s	

fine.	I	believe	that	God	will	save	these	people	so	I	will	go	and	do	it.”	She	tells	him	to	fast	and	pray	for	her.	They	are	all	
going	to	fast	and	pray	and	Mordecai	goes	away	and	does	what	she	tells	him.	

Now,	Esther	has	a	plan.	She	prepares	a	banquet	and	she	goes	into	the	king,	against	protocol,	and	takes	a	risk,	
and	he	receives	her.	He	extends	the	scepter	to	her	and	over	the	next	couple	of	chapters	she	has	a	banquet	and	a	meal	
for	him.	They	have	a	meal	and	Esther	has	the	king	invite	Haman,	his	Secretary	of	State.	So,	Haman	comes	in	and	they	
serve	the	meal	and	something	happens	in	chapter	5	and	the	timing	is	not	right.	We	don’t	know	exactly	what	it	is.	Then,	
the	king	says,	“What	do	you	want	from	me?	Ask	for	up	to	half	of	the	kingdom	and	you	have	it.”	She	said,	“I’ll	tell	you	
what	I	want.	I	want	you	and	Haman	to	come	back	for	supper	tomorrow	night.”	It’s	almost	like,	“You	know,	I	just	like	
spending	time	with	you.	It’s	been	over	a	month	and	you	have	been	so	busy	because	you	are	an	important	man.	Come	
back	tomorrow	and	we	will	do	this	again.”	So,	for	whatever	reason,	Esther	holds	off.	

Now,	we	know	that	they	leave	and	Haman	is	so	furious	but	he	is	also	very	invigorated	in	his	confidence.	He	
becomes	more	arrogant	because	he	is	now	in	the	king’s	inner	circle,	“I’ve	been	invited	to	dinner	with	the	king	and	his	
wife,	the	queen.”	So,	Haman	goes	back	and	he	sets	about	to	plan	the	demise	of	Mordecai.	So,	what	he	does	is	he	builds	
a	gallows	that	he	plans	to	have	Mordecai	hanged	on.	

We	get	to	chapter	6	and	it	is	literally	comic	relief.	It’s	right	in	the	middle	of	the	story,	and	it’s	important,	and	it’s	
valuable,	and	it	has	a	large	bearing	on	the	story,	but	it	is	literally	comical.	This	is	several	years	after	Mordecai	had	
uncovered	the	plot	to	kill	the	king	and	he	was	never	rewarded	for	it.		

	
Esther	6:1,	

“On	that	night	the	king	could	not	sleep.	And	he	gave	orders	to	bring	the	book	of	memorable	
deeds,	the	chronicles,	and	they	were	read	before	the	king.	2	And	it	was	found	written	how	Mordecai	had	
told	about	Bigthana	and	Teresh,	two	of	the	king's	eunuchs,	who	guarded	the	threshold,	and	who	had	
sought	to	lay	hands	on	King	Ahasuerus.	3	And	the	king	said,	“What	honor	or	distinction	has	been	bestowed	
on	Mordecai	for	this?”	
	
So,	at	the	same	time	that	Haman	is	building	gallows	and	planning	Mordecai’s	execution,	the	king	is	reading	the	

account	of	Mordecai’s	bravery	and	is	going	to	reward	him.	Go	down	to	verse	6.	The	king	brings	Haman	into	his	court.	
	

“And	the	king	said	to	him,	“What	should	be	done	to	the	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	honor?”	
And	Haman	said	to	himself,…”	
	
“Haman	said	to	himself…”	He’s	talking	to	himself.	Psychopaths	talk	to	themselves.	Unstable	people	have	their	

highest	level	of	communication	between	their	ears.	If	you	talk	to	yourself	a	lot,	you	should	be	concerned.	If	it’s	just	a	
little	bit,	it’s	okay.	We	all	do	it.	Don’t	be	ashamed.	But,	if	you	are	having	big	conversations	with	yourself,	I’m	sure	that	
there’s	a	personality	test	that	you	would	fail.	Okay?	

So,	Haman	is	talking	to	himself	and	saying,	“Hmmm…the	king	is	wanting	to	honor	somebody.	It	has	to	be	me,	
right?	He	loves	me.	He	brought	me	to	this	dinner	with	him	and	his	wife.”	

	
“And	Haman	said	to	the	king,	“For	the	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	honor,	8	let	royal	robes	be	

brought,	which	the	king	has	worn,	and	the	horse	that	the	king	has	ridden,	and	on	whose	head	a	royal	
crown	is	set.	9	And	let	the	robes	and	the	horse	be	handed	over	to	one	of	the	king's	most	noble	officials.	Let	
them	dress	the	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	honor,	and	let	them	lead	him	on	the	horse	through	the	

																																																													
154	Ibid.	
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square	of	the	city,	proclaiming	before	him:	‘Thus	shall	it	be	done	to	the	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	
honor.’”	
	
This	guy	is	not	even	creative.	“Hmmm…..Let	me	think.	If	you	want	to	honor	someone	let’s	do	this	right.	I’m	on	

your	team,	King	X.	Let’s	do	this	right.	Let’s	put	a	crown	on	his	head	and	let’s	make	it	a	crown	you’ve	worn	because	that’ll	
be	extra	cool.	Let’s	have	a	big	parade	and	let’s	not	just	put	him	on	any	horse,	let’s	put	him	on	your	horse.	As	a	matter	of	
fact,	let’s	go	all	out.	Let’s	put	your	robe	on	him.	Let’s	dress	him	like	the	king,	put	him	on	the	king’s	horse,	and	let’s	walk	
him	right	up	the	middle	of	the	street.	I	was	trying	to	think	of	something	really	cool	that	we	could	call	out	to	honor	him,	
and	this	is	what	I	came	up	with,	‘This	is	what	is	done	to	a	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	honor.’	What	do	you	think,	
king?	Is	that	pretty	catchy?	Is	it	good?”	And	the	king		is	like,	“I	like	it!	Let’s	do	this	for	Mordecai!	I	like	it	so	much	that	I	
am	going	to	give	you	a	really	good	position.	You	are	going	to	get	to	be	the	guy	that	leads	the	horse	and	you	can	yell	that	
as	you	go	through	the	street.	Haman,	I	knew	I	put	you	in	this	job	for	a	reason,	man.	You’re	smart!	We	are	going	to	work	
it	out	so	this	happens	tomorrow.	We	are	going	to	do	this!”	

	
“Then	the	king	said	to	Haman,	“Hurry;	take	the	robes	and	the	horse,	as	you	have	said,	and	do	so	

to	Mordecai	the	Jew,	who	sits	at	the	king's	gate.	Leave	out	nothing	that	you	have	mentioned.”	11	So	
Haman	took	the	robes	and	the	horse,	and	he	dressed	Mordecai	and	led	him	through	the	square	of	the	city,	
proclaiming	before	him,	“Thus	shall	it	be	done	to	the	man	whom	the	king	delights	to	honor.”	
	
People	ask,	“If	you	could	go	back	to	any	time	in	history,	when	would	it	be?”	Right	there!	I	don’t	want	to	go	back	

to	the	Wild	West,	I	want	to	go	back	to	parade	day.	I’m	going	to	be	buying	my	kids	cotton	candy	and	a	little	balloon	on	a	
stick	and	watching	Haman	go	down	Main	Street,	saying,	“Mordecai’s	the	man!	This	is	what	the	king	does	for	the	most	
important	people.”	Picture	this.	God	is	providentially	working	to	save	His	people	and	right	in	the	middle	of	it	he	humbles	
this	man.	He	is	going	to	kill	Haman.	He	could	have	just	had	him	executed,	but	God	will	not	be	mocked.	Amen?	Don’t	miss	
this	part	of	the	story.	God	will	not	be	mocked.		

The	Bible	says,	in	the	book	of	Galatians155,	“Don’t	be	deceived.	God	is	not	mocked.	Whatever	a	man	sows	that	is	
what	he	will	reap.”	Haman	has	sewn	pridefully.	He	is	a	proud	and	arrogant	man	and	he	is	reaping	it	right	now.	

So,	Mordecai	came	back	to	the	king’s	house	and	Haman	hurried	to	his	house.	He	is	mourning	and	he	has	his	
head	covered.	Now,	you	have	a	reversal.	This	is	a	lot	like	sackcloth	and	ashes.	This	man	is	in	mourning	and	his	wife	says,	
“Man,	you	are	dead.	They	are	going	to	kill	you.	When	they	find	out	what	is	happening	they	are	going	to	kill	you.”	

So,	we	get	over	to	verse	14,	
	

“While	they	were	yet	talking	with	him,	the	king's	eunuchs	arrived	and	hurried	to	bring	Haman	to	
the	feast	that	Esther	had	prepared.”	
	
So,	the	parade	is	over	and	Haman	was	in	mourning,	and	his	wife	was	telling	him	they	were	going	to	kill	him,	and	

then	the	king’s	eunuchs	show	up	and	escort	him	to	the	feast.	When	they	get	there	the	plot	is	uncovered.	Esther	exposes	
it	in	the	first	half	of	chapter	7,	and	she	says,	“There	is	a	man	who	wants	to	kill	me	and	all	my	people.	By	the	way,	I’m	a	
Jew.	But,	I’m	loyal	to	the	throne	and	I’m	loyal	as	your	wife.	It	has	come	to	my	attention	that	this	man	wants	to	kill	all	of	
our	people.”	Then,	the	king	is	infuriated.	Why?	Go	back	to	the	fact	that	Esther	had	found	favor	in	the	king’s	eyes.		

Let	me	tell	you	something.	Young	people,	if	you	could	learn	any	lesson	in	your	life,	it	is	that	if	God’s	favor	rests	
on	you	it	doesn’t	matter	what	this	world	thinks	of	you.	You	are	eaten	alive	by	the	popularity	contest	at	your	school	or	
work,	and	people	of	thirty,	and	forty,	and	fifty	are	doing	the	same	thing.	We	are	obsessed	with	how	many	‘likes’	we	get	
or	how	many	‘friends’	we	have	on	social	media.	We	are	obsessed	with	how	we	impress	our	neighbors.	We	are	obsessed	
by	what	people	think	of	us.	“Does	she	think	I’m	fat?	Does	she	think	I’m	thin?	Do	they	think	I’m	a	good	athlete?	Do	they	
think	I’m	wealthy?	Do	I	drive	a	nice	enough	car?”	Let	me	tell	you	something.	If	you	find	favor	with	God—game	over!!	
Because	a	good	name	is	better	to	be	chosen	than	great	riches156.	If	you	have	received	the	hand	of	God	on	your	head	as	a	
child	of	God,	and	He	has	given	you	His	Spirit,	and	He	has	marked	you	with	that—your	life	is	very	blessed!		

																																																													
155	Galatians	6:7	
156	Proverbs	22:1	
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Mordecai	got	that.	Esther	got	that.	So,	she	speaks	and	the	favor	of	the	Lord	rests	on	her,	so	boom!	Haman’s	life	
is	over	and	he	is	hanged	on	the	gallows	that	he	had	prepared	for	Mordecai.	

So,	let’s	land	it.	Here’s	what	happens.	Typically,	we	hear	the	story	and	that’s	all	we	hear.	That’s	where	the	story	
ends.	In	fact,	there	are	debates	because	it	comes	to	such	an	abrupt	stop,	that	maybe	the	last	couple	of	chapters	were	
added	later.	There	is	strong	Biblical	and	textual	proof	that	that	is	not	true.	But,	here	is	what	happens	after	the	fact.	Zach	
Mabry	and	I	were	having	a	conversation	about	this	a	year	or	two	ago,	and	it	is	mind-blowing	what	happens	next.	

In	chapter	8,	they	go	in	to	the	king	and	tell	him	that	they	have	a	problem.	Haman	is	dead	and	the	immediate	
threat	is	stopped.	Great!	But,	the	king	killed	Haman	in	a	rage.	The	edict	has	still	been	passed	and	there	are	people	a	
thousand	miles	away	who,	on	a	certain	day	a	few	weeks	from	now	are	going	to	kill	all	of	the	Jews	in	their	community.	
The	work	is	only	half	done.	Isn’t	this	the	way	that	so	many	of	us	tend	to	operate?	We	get	saved,	we	are	going	to	Heaven,	
we	are	not	going	to	Hell,	and	we	just	kind	of	go	into	cruise	mode.	But,	there	is	still	an	enemy	that	is	at	large	and	at	work,	
laboring	to	disrupt	and	thwart	the	work	and	the	plan	of	God	in	our	lives.	We	have	to	be	vigilant.	We	have	to	pursue	
holiness.	Esther	and	Mordecai	go	into	the	king	and	they	say,	“Hey,	here’s	the	deal.	We	have	to	put	a	stop	to	this	edict.	
We	have	to	get	the	word	out.”	The	king	tells	them	he	can’t	stop	it.	Once	an	edict	has	been	stamped	with	his	ring	it	can’t	
be	undone.	But,	they	have	to	do	something.	So,	the	plan	is	to	create	a	second	edict.	The	first	one	says,	“Rise	up	and	kill	
the	Jews!”	and	the	second	one	says	to	the	Jews,	“Rise	up	and	kill	the	people	who	are	attacking	you!”	You	have	a	
sovereign	God	at	work	here,	because	no	king	in	his	right	mind	is	going	to	call	for	civil	war.	God	is	working	to	preserve	His	
people;	not	just	to	preserve	them	but	to	overthrow	their	enemies.	

So,	we	get	to	Esther	8:9,	and	listen	to	this,	
	

“The	king's	scribes	were	summoned	at	that	time,	in	the	third	month,	which	is	the	month	of	Sivan,	
on	the	twenty-third	day.	And	an	edict	was	written,	according	to	all	that	Mordecai	commanded	concerning	
the	Jews,	to	the	satraps	and	the	governors	and	the	officials	of	the	provinces	from	India	to	Ethiopia,	127	
provinces,	to	each	province	in	its	own	script	and	to	each	people	in	its	own	language,	and	also	to	the	Jews	
in	their	script	and	their	language.	10	And	he	wrote	in	the	name	of	King	Ahasuerus	and	sealed	it	with	the	
king's	signet	ring.	Then	he	sent	the	letters	by	mounted	couriers	riding	on	swift	horses	that	were	used	in	the	
king's	service,	bred	from	the	royal	stud.”	
	
It	went	by	the	best	horses	in	the	king’s	army.	Mordecai	has	the	authority	because	he	is	now	wearing	the	ring.	

He’s	taken	Haman’s	job.	Haman	got	Mordecai’s	gallows	and	Mordecai	got	Haman’s	ring.	That’s	what	happens	with	the	
favor	of	God.	That’s	not	a	health,	wealth,	and	prosperity	Gospel.	That’s	God’s	favor	resting	on	Mordecai.	

So,	Mordecai	rounds	up	the	best	horses	and	the	best	riders	and	this	is	Pony	Express	stuff	right	here.	He	puts	
guys	on	horses	and	he	sends	really	good	documentation	to	the	people	who	are	waiting	to	kill	the	Jews.	The	word	goes	
out	and	you	have	this	reversal	of	fate	that	happens.		

	
Verse	11,	

“Saying	that	the	king	allowed	the	Jews	who	were	in	every	city	to	gather	and	defend	their	lives,	to	
destroy,	to	kill,	and	to	annihilate	any	armed	force	of	any	people	or	province	that	might	attack	them,	
children	and	women	included,	and	to	plunder	their	goods,	12	on	one	day	throughout	all	the	provinces	of	
King	Ahasuerus,	on	the	thirteenth	day	of	the	twelfth	month,	which	is	the	month	of	Adar.	13	A	copy	of	what	
was	written	was	to	be	issued	as	a	decree	in	every	province,	being	publicly	displayed	to	all	peoples,	and	the	
Jews	were	to	be	ready	on	that	day	to	take	vengeance	on	their	enemies.”	
	
You	have	this	crazy	reversal	where,	if	you	go	back	to	Esther	3:14-15,	Haman	sent	out	the	first	edict.	There	was	

complete	upheaval,	and	uproar,	the	people	were	panicked	in	the	city	of	Susa	because	so	many	people	lived	in	that	city.	
There	was	complete	civil	unrest	and	panic.	Now,	there’s	a	complete	reversal	of	fate	that	occurs	here,	where	there	is	a	
sense	of	victory,	and	you	actually	have	people	converting	to	Judaism.	All	these	people	are	going	over	and	joining	the	
Jews.	They	want	to	be	on	their	team	and	on	their	side.	Apparently,	when	a	king	in	Persia	sealed	an	edict	that	was	
irreversible,	this	was	a	way	that	you	could	deal	with	it.	Everybody	jumped	on	this	bandwagon	faster	than	they	had	
jumped	on	the	first	one.	
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So,	you	have	this	massive	slaughter	recorded	in	chapter	9	and	it’s	pretty	sobering.	The	day	comes	for	the	
slaughter	of	the	Jews,	according	to	the	original	plan,	and	the	Jews	strike	back	and	kill	over	75,000	people.	

	
Esther	9:16,	

“Now	the	rest	of	the	Jews	who	were	in	the	king's	provinces	also	gathered	to	defend	their	lives,	and	
got	relief	from	their	enemies	and	killed	75,000	of	those	who	hated	them,	but	they	laid	no	hands	on	the	
plunder.”	
	
That	goes	back	to	even	when	Abraham	wouldn’t	take	any	plunder	or	receive	payment	for	the	deliverance	that	

he	brought	for	the	kings,	in	paying	tithes	to	Melchizedek.	This	was	something	that	God	would	require;	that	they	not	take	
plunder.	This	was	not	a	victory	to	pillage	and	plunder;	this	was	a	victory	of	deliverance.	This	would	have	been	an	Old	
Testament	picture	of	justice.	So,	when	you	go,	“Where’s	the	justice	in	this?,”	that	was	an	Old	Testament	sign	or	mark	of	
a	just	war.	“We	are	not	here	to	plunder.	We	are	here	for	deliverance	and	freedom	from	those	who	would	attack	us.”	
They	were	exiles	and	slaves	in	a	foreign	land	and	God	was	faithful	in	that	exile.	He	was	preserving	them,	and	He	was	
giving	them	favor,	and	they	were	actually	thriving.	

I	want	to	draw	out	two	things	here	that	are	practical	for	us.	Number	one	is	that	we	need	to	use	whatever	means	
necessary	to	get	the	Gospel	to	the	people	of	this	world.	Mordecai	implements	every	resource	at	his	disposal	to	get	the	
word	of	salvation	out.	He	does	that	and	I	think	there	is	a	lesson	to	be	learned	there.	But,	the	second	thing	that	I	think	is	
extremely	spiritual	for	us,	is	that	he	is	accepting	the	fact	that	he’s	going	to	spend	the	rest	of	his	life	as	an	exile.	Mordecai	
doesn’t	have	a	preconceived	idea	that	he	is	going	to	go	back	to	a	restored,	glorified	Palestine,	with	another	king	David,	
and	they	are	going	to	rule	this	part	of	the	world.	He	is	saying,	“I	am	temporarily	in	this	world	and	in	this	land	and	I’m	an	
exile.”	Think	of	1	Peter	2:10-11,	where	God	calls	us	‘sojourners’	and	‘exiles’	and	He	urges	us	to	live	lives	of	obedience	
and	holiness	in	this	world,	knowing	that	this	world	is	not	our	home.	Mordecai	shows	us	what	it’s	like	to	live	faithfully	in	a	
world	that	is	not	your	home	among	a	people	that	are	not	your	own.	We	are	not	made	for	this	world;	we	are	made	for	an	
eternal	kingdom.	But,	for	this	season	of	eternity	we	are	exiles	and	we	are	sojourners.	Mordecai	shows	us	how	to	do	that	
and	how	to	make	the	most	of	the	days	that	we	have	here,	for	the	advance	of	the	Gospel.	

Here	is	what	I	want	to	do	in	conclusion.	We	love	narrative	and	we	are	a	storytelling	culture.	We	love	stories	and	
we	love	narrative.	I	was	talking	to	Shawn	earlier	before	church	and	he	said	he	had	killed	a	deer	this	week,	so	I	tucked	
away	in	my	mind,	“Okay,	next	week	we	are	going	to	be	spending	some	time	together	and	I	want	to	hear	the	story.”	
Right?	We	want	to	hear	the	story.	“Tell	me	about	it.	Tell	me	the	story.”	We	like	narrative.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	most	
days,	in	our	home	we	all	get	around	and	everybody	talks	about	what	happened	that	day.	From	the	earliest	age,	kids	
learn	how	to	tell	stories.	In	fact,	that’s	how	they	relay	information.	“I	did	this	and	so-and-so	did	that.”	We	are	a	
storytelling	culture,	and	we	like	movies,	and	we	like	the	illustrations	in	a	sermon	or	a	lecture	that	grab	our	attention.	

So,	this	is	a	great	story	in	the	middle	of	the	greatest	story	ever	told.	But,	it’s	critical	as	Christians	that	we	look	at	
any	passage	of	Scripture	and	we	go,	“Okay,	where	do	I	fit	into	this?	What	does	this	mean	for	me	practically?	How	do	
Esther	and	her	faithfulness	play	out	for	me	this	week?	How	does	Mordecai’s	faithfulness	play	out	for	me	this	week?”	So,	
in	conclusion,	I	want	to	look	at	a	couple	of	things	that	I	think	are	significant	for	us	in	terms	of	what	they	mean	for	us.	

First,	like	we	mentioned	earlier,	like	the	Jews	living	in	Persia	they	were	to	expect	death	and	destruction.	We	are	
sinners	and	our	sin	stands	between	God	and	us.	The	fate	of	the	Jews	was	sealed	in	an	earthly	edict.	Our	fate	was	sealed	
in	the	Garden	of	Eden	where	man,	by	one	man,	fell	into	sin.	The	reversal	of	that	fate	is	only	possible	through	the	
faithfulness	of	the	one	man,	Christ	Jesus.	The	reversal	of	the	fate	of	the	Jews	came	through	Mordecai’s	faithfulness	and	
Esther’s	faithfulness.	The	reversal	of	our	fate,	as	sinners,	came	simply	through	the	man,	Christ	Jesus.	Romans	5:19	says,	

	
“For	as	by	the	one	man's	disobedience	the	many	were	made	sinners,	so	by	the	one	man's	

obedience	the	many	will	be	made	righteous.”	
	
As	we	started	this	series	we	were	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.	On	the	day	that	sin	came	into	this	world,	every	human	

that	would	ever	be	born	was	part	of	the	problem,	not	part	of	the	solution.	We	sinned	in	Adam	and	we	are	in	need	of	a	
Savior	because	we	are	under	the	curse	of	sin,	and	we	are	bound	for	death,	and	Hell,	and	destruction.	And	let	me	tell	you	
something,	church;	there	is	no	hope	apart	from	the	Gospel	for	man	to	have	salvation.	Because	there	is	no	salvation	
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under	any	other	name157.	There	is	one	name	and	there	is	one	salvation	and	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus.	By	faith	alone	and	
grace	alone	in	Christ	Jesus	do	we	have	salvation.	That’s	the	only	hope	for	the	world.	There	is	no	other	hope.	There’s	no	
Plan	B	and	there’s	no	other	salvation.	There	is	no,	“Let’s	leave	them	alone.	They	are	out	on	the	island	and	they’ve	never	
heard	anything	different.	God	will	somehow	extend	grace	to	them.”	The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	the	grace	that	is	
extended	to	all	people.	It	is	the	great	role-reverser.	Just	as	Jews	sitting	in	Susa	in	the	citadel,	in	the	capital	of	the	Persian	
Empire,	awaited	a	fate	of	death	by	bludgeoning	at	the	hands	of	a	mob	that	lived	in	that	city	and	wanted	them	dead,	
were	hopeless,	and	God	raised	up	a	deliverer	for	them;	we	were	dead	in	our	trespasses	and	sin.	Ephesians	2	tells	us,	
“But	God,	being	rich	in	mercy”	saved	us	when	we	were	unsavable.		

The	second	application	for	us	is	when	we	look	at	the	Haman	and	Mordecai	reversal.	In	Esther	3:14-15	and	Esther	
9:4-5,	

	
“For	Mordecai	was	great	in	the	king's	house,	and	his	fame	spread	throughout	all	the	provinces,	for	

the	man	Mordecai	grew	more	and	more	powerful.	5	The	Jews	struck	all	their	enemies	with	the	sword,	
killing	and	destroying	them,	and	did	as	they	pleased	to	those	who	hated	them.”	
	
You	have	this	role	reversal	where	Haman	is	removed	and	Mordecai	is	put	in	his	place.	He’s	a	victor	who	enjoys	

the	loyalty	of	the	kingdom.	It’s	such	a	stark	contrast	in	the	story’s	complete	reversal	of	outcomes.	But	the	greatest	
reversal	of	an	outcome	in	history	is	that	of	Christ’s	resurrection	from	the	grave.	On	one	afternoon,	hanging	on	a	cross	
before	the	world,	between	Heaven	and	Earth,	was	the	Son	of	God	whose	body	was	torn,	and	bloodied	and	ripped	apart.	
The	sky	was	dark,	the	wrath	of	God	was	being	poured	out,	all	was	hopeless,	all	was	lost,	and	the	Messiah	was	dying	
slowly,	and	breathing	His	last,	professing	that	it	is	finished158.	No	one	knows	what	that	means	in	that	moment.	It	was	
hopeless.	“My	God,	why	have	you	forsaken	me?159”	In	that	moment	the	sky	goes	black	and	Christ’s	victory	seems	to	
have	slipped	away.	But,	the	reversal	that	God	gave	to	Esther	and	Mordecai	and	the	Jews,	as	great	and	preserving	as	it	
was	for	God’s	people,	is	but	a	shadow	of	the	victory	that	Christ	gives	us	over	death	and	the	grave,	because	only	three	
days	later	He	explodes	from	the	belly	of	the	Earth,	conquering	sin,	and	death,	and	the	grave,	in	the	greatest	reversal	of	
outcomes	in	history!	It’s	the	greatest	reversal	of	any	outcome	in	history.	The	God	who	was	hanging	on	a	cross	rose	from	
a	grave.	

The	main	theological	point,	then,	for	us	to	walk	away	from	the	story	with	is	that	God	fulfills	His	promises.	He	is	
sovereign	and	He	works	according	to	that	sovereignty.	God’s	plan	and	purpose	in	history	is	to	save	sinners	and	bring	
sons	and	daughters	to	glory160.	That’s	why	we	are	still	here.	We	could	easily	get	lost	in	the	weeds	of	debate	over	killing	
Persians,	and	Haman’s	sons	dying	in	chapter	9,	and	historical	records—and	those	are	good	questions	that	are	good	to	
discuss	and	there	are	answers	to	those	questions—but	the	big	idea	here	is	that	God	is	sovereign,	He	is	good,	and	He	
keeps	His	promises.	

Lastly,	in	conclusion,	we	can	learn	a	lot	about	the	will	of	God.	The	best	way	to	know	and	follow	God’s	will	for	our	
lives	is	to	simply	walk	with	the	Lord,	daily.	God	reveals	His	will	to	Esther	and	Mordecai	through	the	daily	unfolding	of	
ordinary	events.	Just	follow	God,	love	His	Word,	read	His	Word,	worship,	obey,	and	look	for	opportunities	to	love	others	
well.	Mordecai	and	Esther	were	exiles	in	a	foreign	land	and	they	lived	with	an	eternal	view	and	a	big	picture	mindset.	
They	lived	for	something	greater	and	longer-lasting	than	the	momentary	affliction	of	this	life,	but	also	something	greater	
than	the	momentary	pleasures	and	comforts	of	this	life.	

Paul	says	in	Romans	8:18,	
	

“For	I	consider	that	the	sufferings	of	this	present	time	are	not	worth	comparing	with	the	glory	that	
is	to	be	revealed	to	us.”	
	
	 	

																																																													
157	Acts	4:12	
158	John	19:30	
159	Matthew	27:46	
160	Hebrews	2:10	
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And	in	2	Corinthians	4:17,	
	

“For	this	light	momentary	affliction	is	preparing	for	us	an	eternal	weight	of	glory	beyond	all	
comparison,	18	as	we	look	not	to	the	things	that	are	seen	but	to	the	things	that	are	unseen.	For	the	things	
that	are	seen	are	transient,	but	the	things	that	are	unseen	are	eternal.”	
	
What	we	have	in	this	life	is	brevity,	but	what	we	have	in	the	kingdom	that	God	is	preparing	for	us	is	eternity.	And	

what	we	do	now	is	but	a	shadowing	of	what	that	will	be	like.	Esther	and	Mordecai	were	faithful	with	what	they	were	
given.	There	weren’t	shooting	stars	and	visions	in	the	night;	they	simply	were	faithful	where	they	were	planted	and	
followed	the	Lord	and	were	obedient	to	His	Word—and	God	honored	it.	

And	He	will	do	that	in	our	lives.	Go	this	week	and	be	reminded	that	God	is	a	God	of	providence	and	sovereignty	
but	He	is	also	a	God	of	goodness	and	justice,	and	He’s	a	God	of	mercy,	and	grace,	and	love,	and	He’s	for	us	and	not	
against	us.	Amen!	He’s	for	us	because	of	the	blood	of	Jesus.	It	covers	us.	

If	you	are	here	and	you	don’t	know	the	Lord	and	you	are	not	a	Christian,	tonight	the	gift	of	God’s	forgiveness	is	
free	to	you	through	the	work,	and	the	death,	and	the	burial,	and	the	resurrection	of	Jesus.	His	blood	will	cover	your	sin	
and	you	can	receive	salvation	and	freedom.	But,	for	those	of	us	who	are	in	Christ,	we	simply	should	live	our	lives	as	
those	who	have	been	redeemed	and	set	free	from	a	dominion,	a	dictator,	and	a	slave-master	called	sin,	and	live	as	exiles	
in	a	world	that	is	not	our	own,	awaiting	a	kingdom	that	is,	where	we	will	rule	and	reign	with	Christ	for	all	of	eternity.	

	
Father and God, we thank you that in the name of your Son we have salvation, and redemption, and 

freedom. We thank you that through Christ we have been set free from a greater bondage than a Persian 
king or a little mini tyrant who set about to dethrone the Ancient of Days by killing your people. He forgot to 
consult with you about that and God we thank you that in your providence and your plan that you have made 
certain aspects of history that have yet to be played out very clear, and one thing that we can be sure of is 
that you do and will rule and reign for all of eternity. I thank you that, as you preserved a nation of people 
through the faithfulness of one man and woman, to bring through that nation a Savior to the world. We 
celebrate in this season that we are entering into. I thank you that you not only preserved that nation of 
people and preserved those prophecies, and that story, and that redemption, but that you’ve given us hope 
for a future in which all of the world will hear the Gospel. People from every tribe, and tongue, and nation 
will respond to the Gospel and we will live and reign with you in an eternal kingdom that will have no end, 
alongside Esther, and Mordecai, and those who have gone before us. So, help us to remember that and live in 
obedience to your Word and your will daily, because of your goodness and for your good name, we pray. In 
Jesus’ name. 

	
Let’s	say	that	you	have	a	sports	team	and	somehow	your	quarterback,	or	your	pitcher,	or	your	three-point	

shooter,	no	matter	how	bad	your	team	is	down,	he	always	pulls	it	off.	If	you	can	just	get	the	ball	in	his	hands	he	will	get	
it	down	the	field	and	score.	The	other	team	scores	and	is	up	by	four	and	there	is	only	a	minute	left,	but	you	have	hope.	
Your	guy	is	on	the	field.	I	enjoy	reading	and	looking	at	World	War	II	history.	When	you	watch	that	in	hindsight	there	is	so	
much	that	grips	you,	whether	it	is	a	battle,	or	a	story,	or	an	interview	with	someone.	But,	to	think	that	in	hindsight	we	
know	how	it	turned	out.	As	horrible	as	it	was,	in	the	end	good	prevailed	and	triumphed	over	evil.	And	we	have	this	great	
luxury	of	looking	at	a	story	like	Esther	and	Mordecai,	as	we	have	done	throughout	the	series,	and	not	feeling	the	weight	
of	that	edict.	You	are	going	to	die	and	your	babies	are	going	to	die.	As	a	parent,	you	think,	“You	can	kill	me	but	don’t	
mess	with	my	babies.”	That’s	what	would	be	so	overwhelming.	There	will	be	no	posterity.	Everything	comes	to	a	halt.		

I	don’t	want	to	over	simplify	or	over	contextualize	anything,	but	whatever	you	are	dealing	with	in	your	life	right	
now,	if	you	are	a	child	of	God	you	need	to	remember	who	you	are.	You	need	to	remember	whose	you	are.	You	need	to	
remember	your	identity.	We	need	to	remember	that	we	serve	a	God	who	is	bigger	than	the	divorce,	the	cancer,	the	loss	
of	job,	the	financial	woes,	the	political	situation,	the	socio-economic	situation,	or	whatever.	God	is	writing	an	eternal	
story	and	this	week	we	need	to	be	emboldened	by	that;	emboldened	to	proclaim	the	Gospel,	emboldened	to	worship	
Him,	emboldened	to	get	up	in	the	morning	and	pray	to	our	God	and	speak	truth	to	our	own	selves	in	our	own	hearts	and	
minds	from	the	Scripture,	and	read	His	Word,	and	believe	it,	and	proclaim	the	truths	that	we	just	sang.	We	need	to	
remember	that	our	God	is	faithful	to	himself,	and	He	is	providential,	and	He’s	not	finished	writing	the	big	story.	He’s	not	
done,	and	we	are	part	of	it,	and	that’s	exciting.	God	is	bigger	than	your	woes,	and	He’s	bigger	than	international	crises,	
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and	He’s	bigger	than	the	narrowing	down	of	the	survival	of	the	kingdom	to	the	thread	of	a	couple	of	cousins.	He’s	so	big	
that	He	says,	“I’m	not	just	going	to	protect	the	Jews	but	you	can	take	up	arms.”	

One	closing	thought.	When	that	part	of	the	story	comes	and	that	edict	goes	to	the	Jews,	it’s	not	like	all	the	
Jewish	good	ol’	boys	grab	their	squirrel	rifles	and	get	ready	for	the	zombie	apocalypse.	When	you	read	the	Hebrew	
wording	it	is	a	forming	of	an	organized	militia	to	prepare	and	go	to	battle,	and	in	two	days	they	wipe	out	75,800	people;	
and	their	posterity,	which	is	the	Gospel,	is	preserved.	Let’s	not	forget	those	types	of	things	and	the	faithfulness	of	that	
type	of	God.	Amen.	

	
I’ll	read	tonight’s	benediction	and	doxology	from	Romans	11.	We	sang	it	earlier.		
	

“Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	unsearchable	are	his	
judgments	and	how	inscrutable	his	ways!	

34	“For	who	has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord,	
				or	who	has	been	his	counselor?”	
35	“Or	who	has	given	a	gift	to	him	
				that	he	might	be	repaid?”	
36	For	from	him	and	through	him	and	to	him	are	all	things.	To	him	be	glory	forever.	Amen.”
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December	13,	2015	
Storying	Through	the	Old	Testament	
Isaiah	11	
Brody	Holloway	
	

The	passages	in	Isaiah	that	are	messianic	are	tricky.	You	will	find	this	as	you	are	going	throughout	the	Old	
Testament.	Zach	and	I	had	a	conversation	about	this	last	night;	it’s	really	difficult	as	a	teacher	and	an	expositor	and	it	
requires	a	lot	of	work,	as	it	does	any	time	you	prepare	a	message.	A	lot	of	you	have	taught,	whether	it’s	been	a	class,	or	
a	small	group,	or	a	sermon,	and	you	know	that	it’s	extremely	exhausting	to	deliver	a	message	but	it’s	equally	exhausting	
to	prepare	it,	especially	when	there	seems	to	be	some	ambiguity	in	the	meaning	of	a	text.	What	I	mean	by	that	is	not	
that	the	Bible	has	been	written	in	a	way	that	is	not	clear,	or	concise,	or	can’t	be	understood,	but	that	oftentimes	there	is	
complexity	to	a	text	or	a	passage	of	Scripture	that	is	not	just	as	simple	as	looking	at	it	and	saying	that	this	obviously	
means	x,	y,	or	z,	and	then	explaining	it	that	way.	Particularly	when	you	are	dealing	with	Old	Testament	texts	that	are	
messianic	prophecies,	what	you	have	is	usually	that	there	is	an	immediate	fulfillment	of	the	prophecy	and	then	also	a	
future	fulfillment	of	the	prophecy,	in	Christ.		

I’ll	give	you	an	example.	In	Isaiah	7,	most	of	us	are	familiar	with	verse	14,	that	says	this,	
	

“Behold,	the	virgin	shall	conceive	and	bear	a	son,	and	shall	call	his	name	Immanuel.”	
	
Immanuel	means	‘God	with	us.’	If	you	read	that	in	the	context	of	Isaiah	7,	what	you	will	find	is	that	there	was	a	

wicked	king	ruling	in	Israel.	There	was	a	lot	of	international	turmoil	at	the	time	and	it	was	being	prophesied	that	Israel	
and	Judah	were	both	going	to	fall.	There	were	pagan	kings	that	were	going	to	rise	up	against	Israel	and	overthrow	the	
nation	and	they	were	going	to	go	into	bondage	and	exile.	So,	there	was	an	immediate	context	that	the	prophecy	was	
being	spoken	in.	

There	was	going	to	be	some	woman	who	was	going	to	give	birth	to	some	child,	and	when	you	go	back	and	read	
through	that	passage	you	see	that	it	is	not	simple	enough	to	say	that	it	is	about	Jesus.	Now,	it	is	also	true	that	there	is	a	
messianic	prophecy	in	there	that	Christ	will	come	into	the	world,	be	born	of	a	virgin,	and	be	God	with	us.	So,	in	Christ,	
that	prophecy	is	also	fulfilled.	So,	oftentimes	you	have	a	multi-level	of	fulfillment.	Do	you	all	follow	that?	

This	is	particularly	difficult	when	you	are	working	through	those	larger	prophetic	works	like	Isaiah	and	Jeremiah,	
because	there	is	so	much	going	on	in	Israel.	So,	we	want	to	be	careful	not	to	just	say	that	Isaiah	wrote,	for	instance,	in	
the	passage	we	read	in	our	call	to	worship,	chapter	9,	where	“the	government	will	be	on	His	shoulders,”	and	say	that	
was	simply	and	only	about	the	earthly	advent	of	Christ,	where	He	came	into	the	world	and	He	came	to	save	us	from	our	
sin.	There	is	obviously	something	grand,	something	great,	and	something	bigger	going	on.	We	could	dig,	and	root,	and	
peel	back	layer,	after	layer,	after	layer,	but	one	thing	we	can	always	know,	without	a	shadow	of	a	doubt,	is	that	a	text	or	
a	passage	of	Scripture	that	in	any	way	points	us	to	Jesus	is	glorious,	in	the	sense	that	it	is	God	revealing	something	of	
himself	to	us	through	the	Scripture.	We	know	that	God	is	revealing	himself	to	us	through	the	Scripture	and	we	come	to	
Isaiah	11	where	there	is	some	ambiguity	in	the	text	in	terms	of	context,	and	we	try	to	discern	if	he	is	writing	about	an	
earthly	king	who	is	going	to	deliver	the	people	from	perhaps	the	Babylonian	or	Persian	rule,	or	is	he	simply	pointing	us	
to	Christ	who	is	going	to	deliver	us	from	sin,	or	might	it	be	even	more	complicated	and	he	is	referring	to	the	first	advent	
of	Christ,	where	Jesus	came	into	the	world?	That’s	what	we	are	celebrating	right	now	in	the	Christmas	season.	Is	he	
referring	to	the	first	coming	of	Christ	where	He	became	human,	was	born	of	a	virgin,	and	laid	in	a	manger,	and	all	that	
we	celebrate	this	time	of	year	came	to	pass?	Or,	is	he	talking	about	the	future	or	the	second	advent	of	Christ?	We	know	
there	is	going	to	be	a	second	coming	of	Christ	where	He	is	going	to	establish	a	literal,	physical	kingdom	that	will	never	
end.	

What	we	want	to	do	tonight,	in	looking	at	Isaiah	11,	is	simply	look	at	the	type	of	king	and	the	type	of	ruler	we	
have	in	Christ.	We	will	look	at	the	type	of	messianic	priest,	king,	and	prophet	that	we	have	in	Jesus	and	just	be	
encouraged	by	it	and	be	excited	about	it.	

It’s	a	political	year	and	we	have	elections	coming	in	the	next	year.	Are	you	sick	of	hearing	about	it	yet?	Me,	too.	
Amen?	It	gets	old	and	it	just	wears	on	you	hearing	about	the	polls,	and	who	is	up,	and	who	is	down.	So,	isn’t	it	fantastic	
and	refreshing	to	know	that	there	is	coming	a	day	when	there	will	be	an	earthly	King	whose	rule	and	reign	will	never	
end?	Church,	there	will	never	be	another	election.	There	will	never	be	another	candidacy.	There	won’t	be	two	parties;	
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there	will	be	just	one	party—the	Jesus	party.	There	is	coming	a	day	when	there	will	be	a	kingdom	without	end.	There	
will	be	a	rule	and	a	reign	that	never	ends	and	that	will	never	be	abolished.	There	will	be	no	term-limit	on	the	length	of	
rule	for	that	King.	Jesus	will	have	no	son	who	will	take	His	place	on	that	throne	because	He	is	the	only	begotten	Son	of	
God	who	will	never	end.	We	will	be	a	part	of	that	kingdom.	At	Christmas	it	is	awesome	to	stop	and	remember	what	He	
has	already	done	to	establish	that	kingdom,	in	terms	of	providing	salvation	so	that	we	can	have	a	future	hope,	and	that	
we	are	going	to	be	a	part	of	that	kingdom	that	will	never	end.	

So,	Isaiah	11	is	a	passage	of	Scripture	that	gives	us	that	hope.	I	am	going	to	back	up	to	Isaiah	10:33	and	pick	up	
the	last	two	verses	of	chapter	10,	which	I	think	are	important	and	pertinent	to	the	passage	we	are	going	to	be	in	tonight.	

	
“Behold,	the	Lord	God	of	hosts	
				will	lop	the	boughs	with	terrifying	power.”	

	
I	don’t	know	if	you	know	what	lopping	the	boughs	means.	It’s	a	logging	or	a	tree	term.	He’s	taking	the	tops	of	

trees	out	and	He’s	cutting	limbs	off.	The	idea	is	of	cutting	down	trees	and	sawing	them	up.	
	

“The	great	in	height	will	be	hewn	down,	
				and	the	lofty	will	be	brought	low.”	

	
Did	you	ever	see	the	redwoods161?	Have	you	ever	had	the	opportunity	to	see	them?	They	are	fantastic.	Or,	

maybe	you’ve	been	over	to	the	Joyce	Kilmer	Park162	and	walked	around	there.	There	are	some	three-hundred	to	four-
hundred	year	old	poplars	that	are	just	massive.	You	realize	that	some	trees	were	here	before	America	was	a	nation.	It	is	
phenomenal	and	just	mind-blowing	to	me.	So,	the	picture	here	is	of	massive	trees	being	brought	low.	

Have	you	ever	seen	the	after-effects	of	an	automobile	that	has	run	into	a	tree?	The	tree	could	be	only	a	foot	in	
diameter	and	be	no	worse	for	wear	except	for	maybe	a	little	bark	being	knocked	off	of	it.	But,	this	great	piece	of	steel,	
this	work	of	technology,	when	it	meets	the	tree	is	annihilated.	The	terminology	is	used	that	“he	wrapped	that	truck	
around	a	tree.”	The	reason	he	wrapped	it	around	the	tree	is	that	the	tree	didn’t	move;	it	stayed	still	and	firm.	Trees	are	
so	strong.	The	picture	here,	in	Scripture,	is	that	there	is	a	chopping	down,	and	removal,	and	annihilation	of	trees.	

	
“He	will	cut	down	the	thickets	of	the	forest	with	an	axe,	
				and	Lebanon	will	fall	by	the	Majestic	One.	

	
That’s	a	sewing-up	of	the	prophecy	he	has	just	walked	through.	It’s	a	prophecy	of	destruction	and	judgment	that	

is	going	to	come	on	the	house	of	Israel.	It’s	going	to	come	on	God’s	people.	
	
Isaiah	11:1,	
	

“There	shall	come	forth	a	shoot	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,	
				and	a	branch	from	his	roots	shall	bear	fruit.”	

	
I	don’t	know	if	you’ve	ever	seen	a	clear-cut	or	a	cutover.	Do	you	know	what	a	cutover	is	or	what	a	clear-cut	is?	If	

you’re	a	hunter	you	love	those.	Have	you	ever	seen	an	area	where	all	the	timber	has	been	removed	from	a	piece	of	
property?	Every	Thanksgiving,	we	spend	the	week	with	Little’s	cousins	down	in	middle	Georgia.	That’s	pine-growing	
country	down	there.	If	you	travel	through	South	Georgia	or	South	Alabama	there	are	pine	plantations	as	far	as	you	can	
see.	These	relatives	have	a	twenty-five	acre	tract	of	pines	that	were	about	twenty-five	years	old.	When	Little	and	I	got	
married,	I	was	down	there	in	the	fall	and	the	trees	were	just	about	this	high.	Talk	about	feeling	your	age—this	year	it	
was	time	to	harvest	them.	So,	we	pulled	in	and	I	didn’t	even	recognize	the	place.	They’d	taken	every	tree	out	and	there	
was	twenty-five	acres	of	trees	gone.	We	were	all	sitting	in	the	car	thinking	how	crazy	different	it	looked.	It	was	just	
devastation.	But,	what	was	equally	devastating	was	getting	out	there	the	next	morning	and	walking	around.	It	wasn’t	
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just	that	the	trees	had	been	removed	but	there	was	a	sense	of	desolation	and	destruction	that	is	left	after	a	section	of	
forest	has	been	clear-cut.	

That’s	sort	of	the	picture	that’s	being	painted	here.	The	desperation	of	Israel,	as	a	fallen	nation,	is	sort	of	a	
picture	of	the	desperation	of	humanity	and	our	fallenness	in	sin.	Judgment	would	come	and	all	would	be	annihilated.	
Then,	in	verse	1,	here	is	this	hope	in	this	shoot.	What	is	a	“tender	shoot”?	It	is	a	little,	green	sapling.	I’m	assuming	that	
most	of	us	have	spent	time	in	the	woods,	but	I	love	to	look	at	an	oak	sapling	in	the	woods	and	think	that	if	this	little	
sapling	survives	it	may	live	300-400	years	and	become	a	massive,	massive	tree	that	will	provide	cover,	and	shelter,	and	
forage,	and	food	for	animals	for	hundreds	of	generations	of	wildlife.	This	teeny	little	shoot	that	is	just	springing	up	out	of	
the	dirt	will	become	the	strongest,	most	powerful	tree	in	the	forest.	It’s	a	word	picture	and	the	author	is	saying	that	out	
of	the	desolate	destruction	of	a	broken	world	will	come	this	tender	shoot.	

Jesus	was	the	tenderest	of	people	when	He	came	into	the	world	because	He	didn’t	come	into	the	world	as	an	
earthly	ruler.	He	came	into	the	world	as	an	infant	baby.	There	are	a	lot	of	babies	in	our	congregation.	There	are	a	lot	of	
babies	in	wombs	in	our	congregation	this	Christmas.	We	are	getting	after	it	church;	well	done.	We	are	fulfilling	the	
Genesis	commandment	to	be	fruitful	and	I’m	proud	to	be	a	part	of	it.	I	don’t	know	how	many	kids	are	in	this	church	but	
there	are	a	lot.	And	nothing	gives	you	a	sense	of	innocence	and	frailty	more	than	holding	a	newborn	baby.	But,	you	
know	what	else?	Nothing	gives	you	a	greater	sense	of	hope,	and	excitement,	and	potential	than	holding	that	newborn	
baby.	That	baby	has	not	yet	been	tainted	by	knowledge	of	that	which	is	evil.	That	baby	has	not	yet	been	tainted	by	
knowledge	of	the	brokenness	of	the	world.	The	baby	simply	desires	nourishment	and	care.	

Last	night,	Little	was	holding	baby	Ragon	and	at	some	point	he	got	hungry.	How	old	is	he	now?	Three	months.	At	
three	months	babies	are	good	at	communicating	that	they	are	hungry,	and	so	he	started	communicating	that.	And	Little	
made	it	clear	to	him	in	the	best	three-month-old	vernacular	that	she	could,	that	she	couldn’t	help	him.	Babies	can’t	get	
up	and	go	make	a	sandwich.	Tucker,	this	morning,	came	up	the	stairs	and	I	was	sitting	at	the	kitchen	table	and	he	went	
straight	over	and	made	himself	a	bowl	of	cereal.	Isn’t	it	awesome	when	they	get	to	that	age?	There	is	food	in	that	
cabinet	and	a	bathroom	down	the	hall.	You	can	leave	them	to	take	care	of	themselves	until	five	o’clock.	Those	are	good	
days.	But,	when	that	baby	is	so	innocent	and	helpless	that	everything	has	to	be	done	for	that	child—that’s	why	Jesus	
came	into	the	world.	He	was	the	lowliest	of	humanity.	He	came	as	an	infant	baby	into	one	of	the	poorest	societies,	in	
one	of	the	poorest	periods	of	history,	to	one	of	the	poorest	and	lowest	of	men.	He	was	a	tender	shoot.	

It	is	not	random	that	it	says	He	was	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,	because	as	we	saw	in	our	series	on	David	there	was	
a	promise	that,	looking	down	the	line	of	David	there	would	be	a	king	that	would	sit	on	the	throne	of	David,	who	would	
be	a	Davidic	type	of	king,	who	would	rule	and	reign	forever;	and	He	would	come	in	the	house	and	the	line	of	David.	We	
know	that	is	fulfilled	in	the	story	that	we	read	every	Christmas,	and	that	we	will	definitely	read	next	week,	in	that	Jesus	
is	of	the	“house	and	lineage	of	David.”	

Then,	in	verse	2,	it	says,	
	

“And	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	shall	rest	upon	him.”	
	
So,	there	is	this	tender	shoot,	this	baby	that	is	going	to	come	into	the	world,	and	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	will	rest	

on	Him.	We	know	that	from	the	earliest	age	that	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	rested	on	Jesus,	because	we	know	when	the	angel	
came	to	Mary	what	did	He	tell	her	about	her	pregnancy?	He	said	that	she	would	conceive	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	child	
was	literally	put	in	her	womb	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	So,	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	rested	on	Jesus	even	from	His	very	conception	
in	the	womb	of	His	mother.	Then,	throughout	His	ministry,	we	see	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	rest	on	Him.	We	see	it	when	
Jesus	is	a	little	boy	and	He	“increases	in	wisdom,	and	in	stature,	and	in	favor	with	God	and	man.”163The	Spirit	of	God	
rested	on	Him	as	a	twelve-year-old.	We	see	it	at	His	baptism	when	He	goes	into	the	water,	and	comes	out	of	the	water,	
and	the	Spirit	descends	from	Heaven	like	a	dove,	and	the	Father	speaks	and	says,	“This	is	my	beloved	Son	in	whom	I	am	
well	pleased.”164	Immediately	following	that,	the	Bible	tells	us	in	Matthew	4	and	in	Luke	4,	the	Spirit	led	Jesus	into	the	
wilderness	to	go	to	war	with	Satan.	We	know	that	it	was	the	Spirit	that	raised	Him	from	the	dead,	according	to	Romans	
8.	So,	the	Spirit	rested	on	Jesus.	The	picture	is	not	one	of	the	Spirit	rushing	onto	Jesus	like	in	the	story	of	Samson	that	
Rob	walked	us	through	a	few	weeks	ago.	There	was	a	rushing	of	the	Spirit	onto	Samson	and	some	great	feat	of	strength	
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would	occur.	But,	in	Jesus	there	was	a	continual	resting	of	the	Spirit	on	Him	always,	and	that’s	the	promise	that	we	have	
as	believers.	We	don’t	walk	through	life	alone	but	we	walk	through	life	accompanied	by,	led	by,	empowered	by,	and	
filled	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	This	is	not	some	charismatic,	heebie-jeebies,	getting	excited	and	acting	goofy—this	is	the	
sustaining	anchor	for	our	souls.	This	is	what	enables	us	to	be	excited	about	who	we	are	in	Christ	but	it	is	also	the	thing	
that	anchors	us	in	the	darkest	moments	of	our	lives;	when	a	loved	one	dies	or	when	we	spend	Christmas	dealing	with	
the	death	of	that	loved	one.	The	anchor	for	our	souls	is	the	Spirit	that	rested	on	this	Child—the	Christ-child,	the	Messiah.	

There	is	then,	in	the	next	few	verses,	a	sevenfold	elaboration	of	what	the	Spirit	does.	The	first	one	being	that	the	
Spirit	rested	on	Jesus.	So,	in	verse	2	there	is	a	sevenfold	elaboration.	First,	is	that	the	Spirit	rests	on	Him,	and	then	the	
next	six	are	broken	down	into	pairs.	

The	first	pair	is	the	Spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding.	These	are	attributes	that	are	both	judicial	and	
governmental.	At	the	beginning	of	verse	2,	where	he	says	“the	Spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding,”	these	are	judicial,	
governmental	attributes.	Now,	think	about	this	again.	Without	beating	a	dead	horse	or	without	trying	to	make	jokes	at	
all,	think	about	when	you	talk	about	earthly	leaders	and	the	people	that	are	leading	at	local,	state,	congressional	levels,	
or	whatever.	Maybe	you	move	to	another	country	and	there	is	a	Prime	Minister	or	there’s	a	dictator;	the	leaders	in	this	
world	are	always	going	to	be	imperfect.	The	greatest	of	leaders	will	still	be	imperfect.	In	fact,	Rob	and	I	were	on	the	bus	
on	our	way	home	from	the	orphanage	last	week,	and	he	has	been	listening	to	the	audiobook	of	Killing	Reagan165.	I’ve	
enjoyed	that	series	of	books.	There	is	one	on	Kennedy,	and	one	on	Lincoln,	and	one	on	Patton,	and	there’s	actually	one	
on	Jesus	that	was	pretty	fascinating.	But,	Rob	and	I	were	talking	about	how	you	learn	so	much	about	these	public	
figures.	We’ve	only	known	the	big	picture	and	then	when	we	hear	a	good,	biographical	study	on	their	lives,	things	kind	
of	start	to	come	to	life.	Rob	said	that	it’s	kind	of	disappointing	because	we	realize	that	these	guys	are	not	all	they	were	
cracked	up	to	be.	They	may	be	good,	strong	leaders	who	look	like	they	really	cared	about	the	direction	of	the	country,	
but	they	were	not	Superman.	Reagan	didn’t	just	have	personal	flaws	but	he	had	serious,	moral	failure	in	his	life.	You	are	
disappointed	when	those	people	who	you	kind	of	hold	on	a	pedestal	let	you	down,	especially	when	they	are	judicial	or	
governmental.	

I’ll	never	forget	going	into	the	courtroom	in	Uganda	and	our	situation	was	that	we	had	to	plead	our	case	before	
a	Ugandan	judge.	Many	of	you	have	heard	the	story;	we	had	to	plead	for	our	two	children.	It	wasn’t	as	simple	as	walking	
in,	stamping	the	paper,	and	walking	out.	It’s	difficult	in	America	to	go	through	the	adoption	process	but	we	typically	
have	things	a	little	more	ordered	here.	You	get	over	there	and	it’s	like	the	Wild	West.	I	realized	just	before	we	walked	in	
that	literally	everything	was	at	that	judge’s	discretion.	He	got	to	decide	what	he	wanted	to	do	that	day	and	it	would	
affect	those	two	humans	for	the	rest	of	their	lives;	whether	they	stayed	impoverished	in	a	Third	World	existence—
parasitic,	malnourished,	and	in	the	throes	of	starvation—or	if	with	one	stroke	of	his	pen	they	could	receive	a	better	life.	
That’s	a	lot	of	power	for	one	human	to	have,	isn’t	it?	

There’s	a	reason	that,	when	our	country	was	established,	that	the	founding	fathers	said	that	we	needed	to	have	
checks	and	balances.	We	would	have	a	House	of	Representatives	where	all	of	the	people	would	have	representation.	
We	would	have	a	Senate	where	all	of	the	people	would	have	representation.	We	would	have	a	President	that	would	be	
elected	by	all	of	the	people.	All	so	that	at	every	level	there	were	checks	and	balances,	with	one	keeping	the	other	
accountable.	That’s	why	it’s	not	such	a	bad	thing	when	the	parties	split	between	the	White	House	and	the	House	of	
Representatives.	That	way,	maybe	not	a	lot	gets	done	and	sometimes	that’s	a	good	thing.	Because,	as	you	guys	have	
heard,	there’s	the	saying,	“Absolute	power	corrupts	absolutely.”166	No	human	has	ever	lived	who	could	ascend	to	a	
throne	where	he	gets	to	say	what	he	wants	to	say,	do	what	he	wants	to	do,	write	into	law	what	he	wants	to	write	into	
law,	hand	down	sentences,	establish	legislation,	and	do	as	he	pleases,	who	can	handle	that.	He	will	implode	under	the	
pressure	of	seeing	himself	in	a	god-like	way.	No	human	is	good	enough	to	do	that,	yet,	there	would	be	a	King	who	would	
come	into	the	world	out	of	the	ashes	of	these	four	empires	that	we	saw	Daniel	prophesy	about,	and	that	Isaiah	is	
prophesying	about	even	now,	who	would	rule	in	a	spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding.	Remember	back	in	Deuteronomy	
1:13,	God	said	to	Moses	as	he	was	establishing	tribal	leaders,	that	if	a	man	is	going	to	be	a	tribal	leader	in	one	of	the	
twelve	tribes	of	Israel,	he	needs	to	be	a	man	of	maturity	and	wisdom.	We	want	maturity	and	wisdom	with	our	leaders,	
don’t	we?	
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When	we	were	standing	in	front	of	that	judge	in	Uganda,	I	wanted	that	man	to	have	wisdom,	because	clear	and	
obvious	wisdom	would	be	to	give	these	kids	a	home.	Praise	God	that	he	said	that.	He	ruled	that	way.	We	had	friends	
who	weren’t	so	fortunate.		

God	tells	Moses	to	appoint	leaders	for	every	tribe	who	are	men	of	wisdom	and	who	have	maturity,	because	the	
decisions	they	make	will	affect	many,	many,	many	people.	You	will	also	remember	that	Solomon	asked	the	Lord	for	
wisdom	in	1	Kings	3:9.	Remember	that?	Solomon	asked	the	Lord	for	wisdom.	Not	military	power,	or	riches,	or	great	
world	alliances,	but	Solomon	asked	God	to	give	him	wisdom	so	that	he	might	rule	with	wisdom.	

There	would	be	a	King	who	would	come	into	the	world,	and	His	name	is	Jesus;	and	He	would	rule	with	a	Spirit	of	
complete	wisdom	and	complete	understanding.	Not	only	would	He	have	the	wisdom	to	make	choices	but	He	would	
literally	peer	into	the	hearts	of	men	and	know	the	hearts,	the	minds,	and	the	emotions	of	those	over	whom	He	judged.	
In	fact,	the	Scripture	even	teaches	that	we	will	be	judged	for	every	word,	every	thought,	and	every	deed,	because	He	is	a	
King	and	Ruler	who,	under	a	Spirit	of	wisdom,	would	know	all	things	and	judge	perfectly	in	all	matters.	

Next,	Isaiah	says	that	He	would	come	with	a	Spirit	of	counsel	and	might.	Now,	this	gets	into	a	sort	of	military	
strategy.	I	was	listening	to	a	book	recently	that	was	written	by	a	Delta	Force	commander167.	The	reason	I	was	interested	
in	it	is	because	it	tells	the	story	of	the	Taliban.	How	did	they	take	control	of	Afghanistan	in	the	nineties?	Between	the	
Soviet	war	in	the	eighties	and	then	the	war	that	we	were	engaged	in	there	over	the	last	ten	or	fifteen	years,	what	
happened?	I	was	very	curious	and	this	story	tells	that.	But,	in	kind	of	setting	up	the	back	story,	one	of	the	things	that	was	
frustrating	when	our	men	went	into	Afghanistan	was	that	we	had	governmental	rulers	sitting	in	Washington,	D.C.	who	
were	calling	the	shots	for	guys	who	were	on	the	ground	in	the	first	invasion,	when	it	was	thought	that	Osama	Bin	Laden	
was	in	the	Tora	Bora	region.	We	could	go	get	him	but	there	was	too	much	of	a	delay	in	communication	and	a	lack	of	
information	from	those	making	the	decisions.	So,	while	they	may	have	been	qualified	military	generals,	they	weren’t	
making	good	decisions	because	they	weren’t	listening	to	the	man	on	the	ground.	The	guy	on	the	ground	has	the	gun	in	
his	hand,	the	night	vision	on,	and	he	sees	the	target,	but	he’s	having	to	wait	to	communicate	to	a	man	at	a	desk	in	the	
Pentagon,	and	there	was	too	much	of	a	delay,	so	it	rendered	us	somewhat	ineffective	in	capturing	the	enemy.	

Isn’t	it	glorious	to	know	that	we	have	a	King	who	has	stood	on	the	ground	in	our	shoes?	Hebrews	4	says	that	
Christ	can	be	identified	in	every	way	with	our	weaknesses,	and	our	struggles,	and	our	day-to-day	life,	because	He	himself	
was	tempted	in	every	way	just	as	we	are.	He	took	on	himself	human	flesh	so	He	understands	that	side	of	it,	but	He	rules	
with	this	idea	of	military	strategy	and	might.	He	knows	what	it	takes	to	defeat	the	enemy	that	we	face	and	He	knows	
what	it	takes	to	wage	war	effectively	in	this	life,	in	this	world,	and	in	this	generation.	He	knows	and	He	can	strategically	
do	what	is	needed	to	give	us	victory.	I	think	that,	a	lot	of	times	we	think	in	terms	of	the	war	that	we	are	in	or	the	battle	
that	we	are	fighting,	and	we	can	sort	of	over-think	it.	Sometimes,	I	think	it	is	that	Christ	just	knows	what	we	need	in	a	
moment	to	give	us	victory	over	temptation,	or	an	attitude,	or	whatever	it	might	be.	

In	that	same	book,	there	was	a	really	funny	story,	where	the	author	was	giving	a	bit	of	background	of	his	unit	
that	he	was	with.	They	were	in	Bosnia	and	were	trying	to	collect	and	capture	war	criminals	after	the	Bosnian	conflict	of	
the	nineties.	There	was	one	mountain	pass	that	this	one	guy	they	were	after	kept	traveling,	but	he	had	a	pretty	
extensive	entourage	of	a	security	detail.	So,	he	was	in	a	vehicle	and	there	was	a	vehicle	before	him	and	a	vehicle	after	
him,	and	they	were	heavily	armed.	They	needed	to	capture	this	guy	alive,	but	they	couldn’t	afford	casualties	and	they	
couldn’t	afford	to	just	go	in	shooting	and	guns	ablazing,	because	his	daughter,	who	was	a	young	thirteen-year-old	girl,	
was	in	the	car.	These	guys	were	wondering	how	they	were	going	to	get	the	car	stopped.	They	could	try	to	create	a	
diversion	but	if	the	enemy	got	on	to	it	they	would	accelerate.	They	thought	of	the	options	of	faking	a	car	crash	or	a	
breakdown.	Would	they	pop	the	hood	on	a	car	and	put	a	pretty	girl	next	to	it	and	go	for	the	old	pretty-girl-broken-down-
and-standing-on-the-side-of-the-road	trick?	Nothing	seemed	to	make	sense	and	they	were	about	at	wits’	end,	when	one	
guy	jokingly	says,	“Why	don’t	we	buy	the	most	realistic,	Hollywood-manufactured	gorilla	suit	we	can	find	and	have	a	
gorilla	walk	across	the	road	in	front	of	them	in	this	one	crooked	pass	where	they	will	have	to	slow	down?	Maybe	they	
will	stop.	Maybe	their	curiosity	will	get	the	best	of	them.”	Everyone	just	laughed	it	off	and	thought	what	a	great	joke	
that	was,	but	the	more	they	laughed	the	more	it	was,	“Ha,	ha,	ha,	ha,	huh,	hmmmm….actually…hmm…that’s	a	great	
idea!”	Have	you	ever	been	in	that	kind	of	a	situation?	So,	in	one	of	the	most	preposterous	military	tactics	known	in	
history,	they	order	through	the	Pentagon,	by	way	of	Hollywood,	one	of	the	most	realistic	gorilla	suits	they	could	find.	
They	got	it	in	forty-eight	hours.	And	the	guy	left	the	story	by	saying,	“It	was	a	classified	mission.	I	can’t	give	you	details.	
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But,	I’ll	tell	you	two	things.	If	you	go	on	a	particular	website	that	is	kept	up	by	Sasquatch	hunters	and	Bigfoot	sighters	
you	will	see	a	map	that	shows	all	the	places	in	the	world	where	Bigfoot	has	been	sighted	and	you	will	find	that	in	a	
specific	mountain	pass	in	northern	Bosnia	that	there	is	a	pin,	because	there	was	a	sighting	of	Bigfoot	there	in	1998.”	The	
second	thing	he	said	was,	“We	got	our	man.”	That’s	kind	of	the	end	of	the	story	and	that’s	one	of	the	best	military	
tactics	I’ve	ever	heard	in	my	life.	As	goofy	as	it	was,	it	was	ingenious.	

The	idea	is	that	there	will	be	a	King,	a	Ruler,	and	a	Leader	who	will	think	outside	the	box.	Think	of	great	
moments	in	military	like	the	Trojan	Horse.168	You	are	probably	familiar	with	that	story.	That	was	just	brilliant	strategy.	
And	things	have	happened	throughout	history	where	men,	who	had	greater	intellect,	and	who	were	wiser,	and	smarter,	
and	had	greater	understanding	of	military	tactics,	and	gave	better	counsel	to	their	generals,	overcame	and	
overwhelmed	a	greater,	more	powerful,	and	better	equipped	army,	or	navy,	or	air	force.	What	you	have	here	is	the	
Spirit	of	the	Lord	resting	on	this	King	in	such	as	way	so	that	He	has	counsel	and	might.	He	has	brains,	and	discernment,	
and	the	ability	to	know	our	enemy	and	how	to	fight	our	enemy.	What	we	have	then,	to	this	point,	is	a	King	on	whom	the	
Spirit	of	God	rests,	and	who	rules	with	wisdom	and	understanding,	and	gives	counsel,	tactics,	and	strategy,	to	wage	war	
in	our	own	personal	battles	day-to-day.	Whether	it’s	a	battle	against	depression,	or	sexual	sin,	or	disobedience	to	
parents,	Christ	gives	us	what	we	need	to	know,	to	know	who	we	are.	

The	last	couplet,	at	the	end	of	verse	2,	is	that	the	Spirit	of	knowledge	and	the	fear	of	the	Lord	would	rest	on	Him.	
Fear	motivates	complete	faithfulness	and	true	loyalty	in	worship.	Some	people	would	dumb	this	down	and	say	that	the	
fear	of	the	Lord	doesn’t	mean	that	we	are	supposed	to	be	scared	of	God	but	we	are	supposed	to	be	in	awe	of	Him;	that	
this	means	reverence	or	awe.	But,	if	we	are	not	careful,	and	all	we	focus	on	is	reverence	and	awe,	then	it	becomes	a	sort	
of	legalistic,	stiff-necked,	religious	experience.	But	others	would	say	that	this	is	the	idea	that	we	stand	back	and	go,	“God	
is	awesome!	God	is	great	and	God	is	good.	Glory	to	God!”	It’s	excitement	about	who	God	is	but	there	is	too	much	
comfortability	with	who	He	is	and	being	in	His	presence.	Somewhere	in	the	middle,	there’s	an	overwhelming	fear,	in	the	
fact	that	I’m	a	sinner	standing	in	the	presence	of	a	righteous	and	holy	God,	who	with	the	Word	of	His	power,	and	the	
breath	of	fire,	He	could	consume	me	and	He	would	be	just	in	doing	that;	but	at	the	same	time,	this	same	God	with	one	
stroke	created	the	heavens.	The	stars	declare	His	glory,	the	mountains	show	forth	His	handiwork,	the	streams	and	rivers	
sing	and	praise	Him	and,	in	fact,	if	I	don’t	praise	Him	the	rocks	will	literally	cry	out.	It’s	that	God	that	I	have	been	brought	
into	a	relationship	with.	Why?	Because	He	chose	to	come	as	a	baby	in	a	manger	and	walk	in	the	shoes	of	men,	and	walk	
on	the	streets	of	men,	and	heal	the	blind,	and	raise	dead,	and	cure	the	leper,	and	say,	“I	will	give	you	life	that	is	greater	
than	the	death	that	sin	has	brought.”	We	walk	in	a	fear	of	that	God	because	of	His	goodness	and	His	righteousness.	And	
it’s	a	perfect	balance	of	righteousness	tempered	by	goodness,	and	that	leads	to	a	knowledge	of	who	that	God	is,	
because	the	Scripture	tells	us	that	the	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	knowledge.	The	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	
beginning	of	wisdom	and	understanding.	So,	knowledge	comes	forth	from	a	fear	of	God.	Fear	leads	to	obedience,	and	
obedience	leads	to	deeper	revelation,	and	deeper	revelation	leads	to	a	greater	knowledge	of	who	God	is.	So,	with	all	
those	things	intact,	this	snapshot	of	this	messianic	King	that	will	come	as	the	perfect	ruler,	the	perfect	King,	the	perfect	
human,	and	the	perfect	God—God	in	the	flesh	incarnate—we	come	to	verse	3.	

	
“And	his	delight	shall	be	in	the	fear	of	the	Lord.”	

	
Yahweh.	
	

“He	shall	not	judge	by	what	his	eyes	see,	
				or	decide	disputes	by	what	his	ears	hear.”	

	
In	other	words,	God	doesn’t	judge	based	on	emotional	reaction.	Christ	the	Ruler,	the	Messiah,	won’t	judge	just	

based	on	hearsay	or	gossip,	but,	verse	4,	
	

“With	righteousness	he	shall	judge	the	poor,	
				and	decide	with	equity	for	the	meek	of	the	earth;	
and	he	shall	strike	the	earth	with	the	rod	of	his	mouth,	
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				and	with	the	breath	of	his	lips	he	shall	kill	the	wicked.	
5	Righteousness	shall	be	the	belt	of	his	waist,	
				and	faithfulness	the	belt	of	his	loins.”	

	
That	is	our	Messiah	and	that	is	the	Christ	Child—the	King	that	we	serve.	He	serves	in	righteousness,	faithfulness,	

and	equity	for	the	meek	of	the	Earth.	All	of	that	gives	way	to	verses	6-8,	that	describes	a	sort	of	Eden-like	existence	that	
seems	like	a	transition	toward	this	Second	Advent	in	a	future	kingdom.	Again,	could	we	say	that	all	of	these	things	have	
already	happened?	Could	we	say	that	the	Kingdom	of	God	has	already	been	established?	Yes,	in	the	spiritual	sense	we	
could	say	that.	So	if	we	think	of	it	this	way—when	Jesus	comes	into	the	world,	John	the	Baptist	sort	of	paves	the	way	for	
Christ’s	ministry,	and	he	is	the	forerunner	of	Christ’s	earthly	ministry,	and	he	says,	“Prepare,	make	straight,	the	way	of	
the	Lord”	and	he	says,	“The	kingdom	of	God	is	at	hand.”	Then	Jesus,	himself,	comes	and	says,	“The	kingdom	of	Heaven	is	
at	hand.”	So,	Jesus	on	His	first	Sabbath	of	ministry	goes	into	the	Temple,	the	synagogue,	and	He	opens	the	book	of	Isaiah	
and	He	says,	“The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	the	good	news,”	and	He	basically	declares	himself	to	be	
the	fulfillment	of	the	prophesy	of	Isaiah.	That	day,	we	say	that	Jesus	begins	to	establish	a	kingdom.	In	one	sense,	that	
kingdom	has	already	been	established	or	is	being	established,	because	it’s	a	spiritual	kingdom.	All	of	us	who	are	in	Christ	
and	are	Christians—the	Spirit	of	God	rests	on	you	and	the	Spirit	of	God	dwells	in	you.	You’ve	been	brought	from	death	
to	life.	We	are	all	of	a	heavenly	kingdom.	The	Bible	uses	the	words	“citizens”	and	“saints.”	We	are	citizens	of	this	
heavenly	kingdom	and	we	have	a	place	in	this	heavenly	kingdom.	In	one	sense,	there	is	an	ongoing	fulfillment	of	the	
spiritual	side	of	this	kingdom.	

Our	sons	and	daughters	will	one	day	receive	the	Gospel.	Those	of	you	who	have	little	infants	pray	over	those	
children	in	their	cribs	at	night.	I	pray	over	my	toddler,	Moses,	“Lord	get	the	demons	and	drive	them	out	because	he	was	
crazy	today.	I	don’t	know	what’s	going	on,	or	if	that’s	just	the	sin	nature,	but	I	need	for	you	to	save	this	child,	and	the	
sooner	the	better.”	In	all	seriousness,	you	pray	over	that	child	and	you	pray	believing	because	that	child	is	bound	and	
enslaved	to	sin	and	you	need	that	child	to	be	set	free.	The	building	of	that	kingdom,	even	in	our	own	families,	is	an	
ongoing	thing.	I	pray	over	the	kids	in	this	church.	I	love	the	kids	in	this	church	and	I	love	to	think	about	what	God’s	going	
to	do.	It	makes	me	so	sad	and	I	have	to	fight	against	anxiety	to	think	what	might	happen	if	one	of	the	children	of	Red	
Oak	turns	against	the	Lord	and	walks	into	an	alternative	lifestyle,	or	walks	into	addiction,	or	becomes	a	person	who	
cheats	on	her	husband	or	cheats	on	his	wife.	I	pray,	“God,	keep	our	children	from	that.”	What	we	are	praying	is	that	God	
will	usher	them	into	this	kingdom	that	He	is	already	establishing	that	is	only	possible	because	Jesus	came	into	humanity	
as	a	baby	and	began	to	establish	this	spiritual	kingdom.	

Jesus	says,	“I	will	bring	you	from	darkness	and	slavery,	citizens	of	an	earthly	kingdom	whose	leader	is	Satan	and	
is	literally	the	father	of	lies,	and	I	will	take	you	from	him	and	bring	you	into	this	heavenly	kingdom.”	In	this	life	we	can	be	
regenerated,	and	redeemed,	and	saved,	and	experience	freedom	from	the	demands	and	pressures	of	the	flesh,	from	the	
demands	and	pressures	of	this	world,	from	the	demands	and	attacks	of	Satan,	and	we	can	live	as	citizens	and	saints	for	
our	six,	seven,	or	eight	decades	in	this	life.	In	that	sense,	the	kingdom	is	already	here	and	it’s	already	established.	But	
there	is	coming	a	day,	church,	and	there	is	coming	a	moment	in	time	where	there	will	be	a	kingdom	that	will	restore	to	
this	Earth	and	to	the	human	existence	what	was	broken	in	Eden.	And	I	want	you	to	listen	to	His	description	of	it	Isaiah	
11:6.	

	
“The	wolf	shall	dwell	with	the	lamb,	
				and	the	leopard	shall	lie	down	with	the	young	goat,	
and	the	calf	and	the	lion	and	the	fattened	calf	together.”	

	
Isaiah	is	saying	there	is	going	to	be	a	kingdom	where	you	will	have	a	lion	laying	down	beside	a	little	lamb.	There	

is	a	figurative	sense	to	this	but	there	is	a	literal	sense,	where	you	are	talking	about	a	place	where	there	is	no	death,	and	
no	killing,	and	no	circle	of	life,	because	it’s	eternal.	Nothing	is	circling	anywhere.	We	are	living,	and	reigning,	and	eternity	
is	all	we	have	to	look	forward	to.	There	is	no	end	in	sight.	Then	he	says,	

	
“And	a	little	child	shall	lead	them.”	

	
Picture	this.	There’s	a	little	child	out	there	scratching	the	head	of	a	lion.	
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I	remember	having	this	little	stuffed	rabbit	that	one	of	my	kids	now	has.	I	can	vaguely	remember	it	because	my	

dad	took	it	away	from	me	when	I	became	of	the	age	when	you	don’t	need	to	sleep	with	a	fuzzy	rabbit	anymore.	I	was	
too	big	for	it—somewhere	around	ninth	grade.	I’m	really	grateful	he	did	that	before	I	started	high	school.	But,	I	vaguely	
remember	being	at	the	beach	with	all	my	family	and	my	granddad	saying	something	like,	“Son,	you’re	four	years	old,	you	
don’t	need	to	sleep	with	a	teddy	bear	rabbit	anymore.	You’re	a	boy	and	that’s	not	what	boys	do.”	Whether	he	was	right	
or	wrong,	I	never	slept	with	the	rabbit	again.	I	gave	it	to	my	mom	and	said	I	didn’t	want	to	sleep	with	it	anymore.	It	was	
so	cool	when	she	brought	it	out	a	few	years	ago	and	gave	it	to	one	of	my	kids.	

But,	what	would	it	be	like,	if	your	child	had	a	stuffed	animal,	like	a	lion,	or	a	dinosaur,	or	whatever,	and	you	
looked	out	in	the	yard	and	your	child	was	leading	a	real	lion.	These	pictures	aren’t	complicated.	Do	you	see	how	simply	
this	is	written	for	us?	A	lot	of	times	there	is	symbolism	and	terminology	that	we	need	to	think	about	to	figure	out.	“It’s	a	
dragon	but	it	has	three	heads.	Maybe	it’s	an	Apache	helicopter	or	maybe	it’s	a	B-1	bomber.	I	think	I	read	that	on	
prophecy.com.	I’ve	read	enough	charts,	and	graphs,	and	videos	to	know	that	doesn’t	mean	a	literal	dragon	or	a	scorpion.	
What	it	actually	means	is	a	Humvee	with	a	machine	gun	turret.	It’s	talking	about	World	War	III.”	We	don’t	know.	There	
are	a	lot	of	things	in	Daniel’s	prophecies	and	Revelation	where	you	wonder	what	is	going	on.	But	here,	you	don’t	even	
need	to	use	your	imagination	to	get	this	picture	of	what	this	kingdom’s	going	to	look	like.	There	are	going	to	be	lions,	
and	lambs,	and	bears,	and	little	baby	cows	that	are	just	all	going	to	coexist.	It’s	going	to	be	a	place	of	peace	and	there	
will	be	no	killing,	and	no	pain,	and	no	suffering,	and	no	death.	It’s	a	place	that	we	can	all	look	forward	to.	

	
“The	nursing	child	shall	play	over	the	hole	of	the	cobra,	
				and	the	weaned	child	shall	put	his	hand	on	the	adder's	den.	
9	They	shall	not	hurt	or	destroy	
				in	all	my	holy	mountain.”	

	
He	is	saying	that	there	is	coming	a	place	and	a	future	kingdom	that	will	be	greater	than	any	earthly	kingdom	has	

ever	been.	Everything	will	be	restored	to	an	Eden-like	existence.	Then,	Isaiah	says	this:	
	

“For	the	earth	shall	be	full	of	the	knowledge	of	the	Lord.”	
	
What	does	that	mean?	This	is	one	of	those	texts	where	I	just	wonder	what	it	means.	Does	it	mean	everybody	is	

going	to	know	God?	In	think	that	in	the	context	of	what	we	just	read,	it	just	means	that	the	knowledge	of	the	Lord	will	
permeate	every	being,	and	every	nook	and	cranny	of	creation	will	be	permeated	by	such	a	knowledge	of	the	Lord	that	
what	was	originally	put	right	will	be	put	right	again.	There	will	be	complete	peace.	From	the	depths	of	the	sea	to	the	
highest	mountain,	whatever	that	will	look	like,	there	will	be	no	fear,	or	death,	or	suffering.	The	knowledge	of	who	God	is	
and	what	He	intends	for	us	will	fill	every	man,	woman,	child,	and	every	created	being,	and	every	nook	and	cranny	of	the	
new	creation.	Then,	he	uses	this	as	an	example:	

	
“As	the	waters	cover	the	sea.”	

	
“As	the	waters	cover	the	sea.”	Hmm…	The	waters	cover	the	sea?	How	does	the	water	cover	the	sea?	It’s	a	clear	

picture.	Is	there	a	place	in	the	sea	where	you	can	go	and	not	get	wet?	Of	course	not.	Some	nerd	might	say,	“Well,	
actually,	there	are	some	tectonic	plates	down	in	the	Marianas	Trench	where	you	can	go	into	this	cave…..”	No.	If	you	go	
into	the	sea	you	are	going	to	get	wet.	You	better	know	how	to	swim	or	you	better	have	a	personal	floatation	device,	
because	there	is	no	place	in	the	sea	that	water	doesn’t	cover.	See	the	picture	is	that	there	is	coming	a	kingdom	one	day	
where	the	righteousness,	and	the	knowledge,	and	the	goodness	of	God	will	permeate	everything.	There	will	be	no	evil.	
There	will	be	no	darkness.	There	will	be	no	shadows.	But	the	Son	of	God	will	shine	like	the	day	and	we	will	dwell	there.		

	
Verse	10,	

“In	that	day	the	root	of	Jesse,….”	
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Isaiah	started	this	text	with	the	stump,	this	shoot,	this	tree,	this	branch	that	will	grow	up.	Now,	he	comes	back	
and	bookends	the	text.	

	
“In	that	day	the	root	of	Jesse,	who	shall	stand	as	a	signal	for	the	peoples—of	him	shall	the	nations	

inquire,	and	his	resting	place	shall	be	glorious.”	
	
Go	back	to	what	Rob	read	in	our	call	to	worship.	Isaiah	9:6.	
	

“For	to	us	a	child	is	born,	
				to	us	a	son	is	given;	
and	the	government	shall	be	upon	his	shoulder,	
				and	his	name	shall	be	called	
Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,	
				Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	
7	Of	the	increase	of	his	government	and	of	peace	
				there	will	be	no	end.”	

	
Are	you	ready	for	that	kingdom,	church?	I’m	ready	for	that	kingdom.	I’m	really	ready	for	that	kingdom.	It’s	going	

to	be	an	awesome	day.	
It’s	true	that	the	older	you	get,	and	the	more	that	life	reveals	to	you,	the	more	you	long	for	that	day.	There	is	

work	to	be	done	here	and	we	have	a	lot	of	work	to	do.	So,	because	of	the	initial	kingdom	that	is	established	and	begun	
at	the	first	Advent,	we	live	between	those	kingdoms	and	those	Advents,	and	there	is	work	for	us	to	do	and	we	can	do	
that	work	because	of	the	fact	that	God	became	man.	We	don’t	just	celebrate	it,	but	it’s	our	literal	lifeline.	It’s	how	we	
breathe,	and	live,	and	move,	and	have	our	being169.	So,	this	Christmas	and	in	this	coming	year	let’s	rejoice	because	we	
live,	in	one	sense,	in	a	kingdom,	right	now,	that	will	never	end,	and	we	live	for	a	kingdom	that	is	to	come	that	will	never	
end.	We	do	this	because	God	became	man.	Christ	came	down	and	we	worship	Him	because	of	that.	

I’ll	pray.	
Lord, we do worship because of that. We worship because you are worthy and we rejoice that your 

knowledge will one day fill the physical Earth, and the new heavens and Earth will be established for your 
glory, and we will get to take part in that and rule and reign with you. But, Lord, there is much work to be 
done now in this life, so please help us, equip us, encourage us, and help us to this Christmas season be 
beacons of light to family members. One of the most stressful things that a lot of us will do is go to family 
dinners and be around people who know our weaknesses and who know our faults, or that simply do not 
agree with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are unregenerate or hardened in their hearts. Lord, help us to be 
those who live in the kingdom that is ruled and reigned over by the Prince of Peace, and help us to be sure of 
who we are, Lord, and know that we are your sons and daughters because of the great salvation that you 
have provided for us. Lord, as we reflect on these things, both in prayer and in meditation, and in song and 
in worship to end our time together tonight, receive from us this gift and offering back to you; not because 
we could repay you but because we can’t help but exalt you and exult in singing and give back to you the 
praise that you are so worthy of, because of what you have done for us. We love you and praise you, and 
thank you and worship you, because you are worthy. In Jesus’ name. 

	
I	want	to	invite	you,	if	you	are	here	and	you	don’t	have	a	relationship	with	the	Lord—you	are	not	a	Christian,	or	

you	are	searching,	or	you	are	a	proclaimed	atheist	or	agnostic,	or	maybe	you	just	grew	up	in	religion	but	you’ve	never	
really	been	engaged	by	this	King	that	we’ve	been	talking	about.	There	are	several	of	us	pastors	who	would	love	to	talk	
with	you	after	church,	or	really	any	member	of	Red	Oak	would	love	to	talk	to	you	and	help	you	understand	what	it	is	to	
have	a	relationship	with	Jesus,	through	repentance	and	faith.	So,	we	invite	you	to	that.		

We	are	in	a	season	where	there	is	so	much	instability	in	the	world—there	has	always	been	instability	in	the	
world—and	we	have	the	technology	to	know	what’s	going	on	anywhere	in	the	world	at	any	given	time.	And	it’s	been	
another	rough	couple	of	weeks	just	in	terms	of	violence	and	death.	You	think	that	people	are	crazy	with	what’s	going	on.	
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Well,	people	are	just	not	controlled	by	the	Spirit	of	God	and	there	are	no	parameters	as	to	where	a	person’s	moral	
conscience	will	allow	them	to	go	if	they	are	not	led	by	the	Spirit,	and	if	the	Spirit	we’ve	been	talking	about	doesn’t	rest	
on	them.	What	makes	one	person	live	a	good,	moral	life	and	the	next	person	become	a	psychopath	or	killer,	we	are	not	
going	to	be	able	to	put	our	finger	on	that	because	the	reality	is	that	apart	from	Christ	the	human	heart	is	capable	of	
anything.	And	only	through	Christ	can	that	heart	be	replaced	with	a	new	heart	of	flesh	and	led	by	God’s	Spirit	can	live	in	
obedience.	So,	the	reality	is	that	as	the	Earth	is	filled	with	the	knowledge	of	the	glory	of	God,	as	the	waters	cover	the	
deep,	that	knowledge	is	going	to	be	both	spiritual	and	physical;	as	there	is	both	a	spiritual	and	a	physical	aspect	of	the	
way	that	we	live	our	lives.	So,	it	is	exciting	to	know	that	this	week	we	can	live	in	that	reality.	I	encourage	you	to	do	that	
and	to	live	on	mission	this	week	for	the	sake	of	the	Gospel.	

Tonight’s	benediction	will	come	from	2	Peter	3:17,	
	

“You	therefore,	beloved,	knowing	this	beforehand,	take	care	that	you	are	not	carried	away	with	
the	error	of	lawless	people	and	lose	your	own	stability.	18	But	grow	in	the	grace	and	knowledge	of	our	Lord	
and	Savior	Jesus	Christ.	To	him	be	the	glory	both	now	and	to	the	day	of	eternity.	Amen.
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